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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Meeting held in The Parish Council Office

at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 18 May 2006


ACTION


1.0     Present: 
M Sellars
Chair
(MS)


S Jenkins 
Vice-Chair
(SJ)


L Baffa
Clerk
(LB)


J Dean
Councillor
(JDe)


J Doland
Councillor
(JDo)



M Duce
Councillor
(MD)


M Pope
Councillor
(MP)


G Spence
Councillor
(GS)


B Waters
Councillor
(BW)


R Hall
District Councillor

Apologies: 
B Burrage
Councillor
(BB)


B Howard
Councillor
(BH)


K Misik
Cambridgeshire Constabulary


J Reynolds
County Councillor

2.0 Members’ Interests – Possible Changes Made


There were no changes to be made.

3.0 Election of Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson

MS asked for nominations for the position of Chairperson for the next year.  GS proposed that MS continue in her role as Chair and this was seconded by JDean.  All in favour.  MS accepted the role with thanks.

MS then asked for nominations for the election of Vice Chairperson for the next year and MS proposed that SJ continue in her role and this was seconded by BW.  All in favour.  SJ accepted the role with thanks.

4.0
To Approve Minutes of Parish Council Meeting on 12th April 2006:-

The Minutes for the Parish Council Meeting held on 12th April 2006 were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by GS and seconded by BW.  All in favour.

5.0
Matters Arising

Viking Way – update

BW reported that she had concerns for Viking Way as parts of the road (close to the Health Centre) has become very bad and the road has dropped in places.  BW had suggested in previous months that we write to the companies along Viking Way and ask for a contribution towards the cost of road repairs.  MS explained that the Clerk had already investigated this option some time ago, by contacting Noyes & Noyes, and they felt it would not be financially feasible to try and obtain contributions from the different companies.

This matter was then discussed at length and BW proposed that we make a direct approach to the various companies to ask for a contribution.  MS felt anxious that as their Landlord, Tesco would go back on their gentleman’s agreement to keep the start of Viking Way in good repair.

MP said that he was in agreement that we ask Tesco for a contribution, perhaps not for resurfacing but for patching and repairs.  In the meantime perhaps quotations should be obtained, as no doubt Tesco will wish to see figures before a decision can be made.

Therefore BW proposed that we write directly to the companies along Viking Way informing them of our concerns about the heavy usage of vehicles along the road and to let them know we are in the process of obtaining quotations for road repairs and we will seek to receive a share of the funding towards the road as they are a major user it.  This was seconded by SJ.  All in favour. 
C
Information Centre – update

The Clerk informed the meeting that Bill Miller was unable to send revised plans for the Information Centre in time for this evenings meeting but has promised they will be done in time for the next Planning Committee Meeting (to be held on Thursday 25th May).  It was therefore agreed that the Planning Committee would look at the plans initially and the Clerk will then send a copy of these plans to the rest of the Council for comment.
C
MS in keen to keep the whole Council involved in this matter and SJ suggested that once plans have been looked at we could have a Special Meeting to discuss the Information Centre.

Village Hall Management Committee – Possible Loan

Details from the previous meeting was discussed again and it was reiterated that up to £30k had been asked for to fill the deficit that the Management Committee was anticipating and MS asked for further comments.

JDol felt that in view of all the future expenditure to the Parish Council, we need to prioritise our financial decision-making.  Top priority must be the Post Office.

MP asked if the Management Committee had tried to find funding from elsewhere and the Clerk replied that they had exhausted all avenues open to them.  They had received funding in goods from companies such as IKEA and B&Q and also the Lottery Funding has agreed to pay for tables and chairs, but further financial help has not been forthcoming.

GS felt that we should look at the costings and plans for the Information Centre before we make any decision on the Village Hall.  The Management Committee admitted that this extra funding would not be needed until the end of the year, so a decision is not necessary at this meeting.

JDol therefore proposed that we defer the decision of the loan to the Management Committee until the plans have been received for the Information Centre.  This was seconded by GS.  All in favour.
C

Post Office

BW had a meeting on Tuesday 16th May with the new Postmaster, Harry, his brother, Philipa who is the Rural Advisor, Mark from Atkins (who will be doing the refurbishment) and two members of the library.  Harry has to find £31k to get the building up to Post Office standard and the County Council will be funding £10k for the refurbishment of the library.

Security is the big issue requiring CCTV cameras and bollards outside the library, which will cost in the region of £3,600.  The Parish Council has already committed £1000 towards the cost of the security and signage, along with the Residents Association who will also help with the funding.  Also Harry has to find £14k for the licence on top of the £31k that he has already agreed to commit.

BW is asking the Parish Council to increase their help from £1000 to £2000 and the Residents Association has agreed to fund the other £1,600.  This is an essential service for the village and the extra security will also greatly benefit the Library.

MS responded by saying that we have the Village Hall, Village Green, Viking Way and the Information Centre with funding issues and all these matters need to be looked at as a whole.  MP felt that the Post Office, with its extra security, would give the library a valuable amenity.

At this point MS asked the meeting to look at the memo that was sent detailing all our commitments and the amount of money we had left to spend on the village.

Tesco Money

Football Club (892.59).  MP felt that in view of the possible extra funding needed for the village green this remaining money should be put into the village green budget.

B H V H M C (78,062.67).  This amount will be sent to the Village Hall Management Committee next week, so the amount left under this category will be nil.

Environment (21,281.70). It was felt that this money should be kept for Environment due to the extra work needed later this year to re-establish the stream banks and other possible tree work from insurance claims.

Information Centre (162,599.93).  Until we have the plans and new costings back it is unknown how much will be needed, although MS felt that this amount might not be enough.  From next financial year we will have to fund our own PCSO, if we still wish to have one, and this will have to go to consultation with the residents.  This could amount to £26k per annum and the rent from the Information Centre site would go some way to help fund a new PCSO.

JDol has given a great deal of thought to this matter and feels that rather than have a full-time PCSO in this village at full cost to the Parish Council, we could perhaps share a PCSO with three other villages and then fund just one quarter of their time.  The Clerk was asked about the amount of work the PCSO could do in the village and she replied that Bar Hill did not warrant a full-time PCSO so the idea of part-time was very favourable.

Garages  (3,000.00).  MP commented that a garage would not be large enough for the football club as the goalposts would not fit in and it has already been discussed to have a container (or a pre-fabricated double garage) and £3k would be more than enough to fund this.

Cambridge Building Society Reserve Account
Viking Way                                  28,888.12

Council Precept Reserves           38,452.00            

Hollytrees (stream)                      21,413.43

If we were to help fund the Post Office it was agreed that the £2,000 should come from the Council Precept Reserves from the Cambridge Building Society.

Therefore BW proposed that the Parish Council help the Post Office with a grant of £2,000 to be taken from our reserve account and this was seconded by SJ.  All in favour.
C

Bus Passes

SCDC sent an email to all villages informing them of a meeting on the 15th June, to be held at SCDC with regard to the Bus Pass issue.  They have asked for residents to write to them prior to the meeting and their questions will be looked at.  MS proposed that a piece be put in the Bar Hill News and also on the Parish Council website to encourage residents to write to SCDC with their views on the new system.
C
Village Stream

JDol asked if Anglian Water had been contacted about the foul water entering the stream at Hollytrees and the Clerk replied that she was still waiting from MWP Services to come back with the exact location of the two areas in question.  She will make this a priority this month.
C
6.0
Clerk/Treasurers Report

a) Correspondence received this month

	A
	Local Authority Bylaws of England

MS agreed to take the documentation home to read and will summarise the issues and bring her findings to the next Parish Council Meeting.


	

	B
	Various letters regarding traffic problems in the village

Letters were read out, in part, with regard to the ongoing problems we have with heavy vehicles parking and turning in the residential part of the village.  One resident suggested a large sign close to Viking Way to inform drivers they are entering a residential area.  The Clerk had contacted the County Council some years ago about signage but nothing had ever been done.  She will renew her efforts to try to get a sign installed.

BW has had communication with the County Council about the HGV’s but they could not offer any helpful solutions. They had even mentioned the Parish Council provide porta-loos for the overnight drivers parked in the village (this was not an option as it would encourage even more HGV’s than we have already).

Other option were discussed and BW will still be pressing for yellow lines along the perimeter road, from Viking Way up to the roundabout to deter large vehicles from parking on the main road.  BW will push for the consultation on yellow lines and hopefully we will get somewhere at last.

JDol reported that since the signage had been placed at Gladeside there had been a marked improvement on overnight parking, although large vehicles still use the area during the day.

Many of the issues discussed were the responsibility of the County Council therefore MS proposed that this subject be deferred to the next meeting when John Reynolds would be able to take our concerns to the necessary authorities.


	C



	E
	Letter from Resident with regard to possible insurance claim

A possible problem with trees in Foxhollow has come to the attention of the Clerk and along with the letter a survey was enclosed stating that the trees should not be removed but a root barrier should be installed between the properties and the perimeter road to stop further root damage.  It was agreed that before we take the details to our Insurers we would have our own survey done by Cliff Freed of Burleigh.


	C



	F
	Dog Fouling Problems

A letter has been received about dog and cat fouling close to the property and a request has been made for signs to be erected.  The Clerk will contact SCDC and ask for some signs for the village.


	C



	I
	Vehicles using footpaths in the village

After our village doctor had a nasty incident in her vehicle, where she collided with a large vehicle coming off the footpath into their car park, the Clerk wrote to the County Council asking if bollards could be put in place to stop large vehicles using the footpath as a road.  They have agreed to this and will be putting bollards across the footpath in two places, either side of the Church.


	C

	J
	Resignation Letter

Tom Flanagan has written to tender his resignation from the Parish Council, after many years of helping the village.  It was with sadness this letter was read out and MS will write back to thank him for his invaluable help of the years and to wish him well in the future.


	


Accounts

b)
Outstanding Accounts for Approval

The Clerk went through the accounts for May.  The monthly expenditure report was proposed as a true record by GS and seconded by BW.  All in favour.

The Clerk went through the cheques to be paid in May. The cheques for approval were proposed by MD and seconded by JDean.  All in favour.

The correspondence and accounts are available to view

in the Parish Council Office, Hanover Close, Off Viking Way, Bar Hill
7.0
Chairs Report

There was no Chairperson’s report this month.

8.0 
Reports

a) Village Hall Management Committee

Now that D MacDonald was no longer a Parish Councillor it was mentioned that a new representative would need to be found to attend the Management Committee meetings.  After a short discussion M Pope was nominated and seconded by JDol.  All in favour.  MP agreed to be the representative for the Management Committee.  The Clerk will inform him of all future meeting dates and also supply him with a copy of the Trust Deed for the Village Hall.
C
b) Planning Committee (S Jenkins)

No report as there have been no plans to look at recently.  MP also volunteered to sit on the Planning Committee meetings and again the Clerk will send him the dates of these meetings.
C
c) Tesco Liaison (B Burrage)

Due to his absence, there was nothing to report this month.

d) Environment Committee (M Duce)

There was no report this month.

e) South Cambridgeshire District Council (B Waters/R Hall)

2006 Elections – Since its inception South Cambs has been “Hung Council” with elections making little difference to the overall structure of the Council.  The 2006 elections have maintained this.  However there have been changes in the political structure of the Council and all groups will be assessing their positions in view of this.

Planning – RH replied to a formal application to register the area at Little Meadow as a public footpath.  He stated that the footpath had been diverted through Little Meadow many years ago to prevent children running or cycling into oncoming traffic on Saxon Way.

Recycling – SCDC has been awarded the prestigious beacon status for waste and recycling.  It is the second best district in the whole of the UK for composting and best in East of England.  The achievements are

· Deploying and improving village recycling banks

· Exceeding recycling targets

· Helping communities to get involved

Parish Plan – SCDC are encouraging parishes to compile a Parish Plan.  The Parish Council asked the Residents Association to look at compiling one for Bar Hill over a year ago.  The Plans that have already been completed are very diverse.  Some are 8 page booklets compiled on a home computer.  Some were 32 pages in length and others were little more that 2 pieces of A4 paper.

It was agreed that the Residents Association would create a questionnaire, which will be sent to all the village organisations, including the Parish Council.  Questions will include the state of the village, the amenities we have and whether they are adequate.  Depending on the response it may be necessary to employ professional analysis to compile the report, but it will not be necessary to decide this until a later stage.

f) School Governors Report 

Due to the resignation of Tom Flanagan, there was no report.

g) Cambridgeshire County Council (J Reynolds)

Due to his absence, no report was given.

h) Community Safety (K Misik)

Here are the relevant states for tonight's meeting.  Over the last 4 weeks there have been 65 reported incidents over the relevant time these range from a break in at the school to the usual alarms etc at Tesco.  None of these incidents are of particular note.  

There have been 18 crimes reported over the same period again none of these are particularly of note.  The levels of ASB in the village remain at a fairly low level.  Since the launch of the DPPO there have been 2 occasions where drink has been seized from groups.

Kevin spoke with the Clerk regarding conducting an Environmental Visual Audit of the village to help give baseline assessment regarding the DPPO if there is any volunteers please inform him and a convenient date and time will be arranged in due course.

Also Kevin gave the Clerk a copy of the ASB survey which was conducted it makes for interesting reading and brings up some interesting points.

i) Residents’ Association (R Hall)

They are very busy with the Fete day at present and the Bar Hill News is running well.  However, MS mentioned that she felt there was a problem with the Bar Hill News where information was not getting through quickly enough and by the time the newsletter was delivered many events had already taken place.

BW informed the meeting the Bar Hill News was on the web and the whole Parish Council was surprised by this as it has never been mentioned anywhere that you can access the Bar Hill News via the web.  It was suggested that an article be put in the next issue detailing the website address.

9.0
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Church - MD informed the meeting that the Rev. Ruth Adams has now been appointed as our new minister and she will be taking up her new post in September.

Co-Option of Parish Councillor - MS informed the meeting that the Clerk will be advertising the three vacancies for co-option over the next four weeks and an advert will be placed in the Bar Hill News.
C

Village Green – MP informed the Parish Council that the village green needed spiking.  The Clerk will ask the grass cutter if he could do this as a matter of urgency, as she is sure it is in with his grass cutting contract and to her knowledge this has not been done for some years.
C
Recycling – JDol asked if the paper that J Reynolds sent on Recycling “Frequently Asked Questions” could be included in the Bar Hill News, as many tips were very interesting.  BW would take this to M Avery to see if there was room in the June Issue.

Annual Parish Meeting – MD informed the meeting that he had visited some of the village organisations that had not attended our APM to see why they were absent and the response was that our meetings were so boring.  MS replied that unfortunately the meeting agenda that we follow is a statutory requirement.  JDol suggested that we make the meeting more like an exhibition with the reports and photos on display for residents to look at before the meeting begins.  This will be discussed further in the future. 

Date of Next Meeting.


There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.55pm.  The next full Parish Council Meeting will take place on Wednesday 15th June 2006 at 7.00 p.m. in the Parish Council Office.  

Signed ………………………………………………….. (Chair)   
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