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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Planning Committee Meeting

Held in The Parish Council Office

On Thursday 25th May 2006



            ACTION

1.  Present:
S Jenkins
Chair
(SJ)


B Burrage
Councillor 
(BB)


M Pope
Councillor
(MP)


M Sellars
Councillor
(MS)


G Spence
Councillor
(GS)



L Baffa
Clerk
(C)

2.
To Elect new Chairperson for the Planning Committee


BB nominated SJ to be the Chairperson for a further year and this was seconded by MS.  All in favour.

3.
To Approve the Minutes of the Previous Meeting

The Minutes from the last Planning Meeting dated 23rd March 2006 were read and approved.  Proposed by MS and seconded by BB.  All in favour.

4.
Matters arising from previous minutes

Tesco Car Valeting – MS informed the meeting the RH had been in contact with the Legal Department of SCDC and the Primary School have also written informing them that the constant noise from the generator is intolerable for the children while trying to work.  It is expected that Tesco will appeal the refusal.

Adoption of Unofficial Footpath between Viking Way and Otter Gardens – This was discussed at length.  MS informed the meeting that she had put a piece on the Parish Council website asking for residents to write indicating how long they have been using this footpath.  We have 3 letters already but in order to have a consultation on this we will need a further 7 letters to uphold our request.

5.
Planning Applications:-

a) Next Group – 1-4 The Mall (4 Illuminated Shop Signs)

Plans for illuminated signs for the Next Group store was looked at and discussed at length.  It was agreed that the large sign, on the top of the building, would be refused as it was alien to the street scene (far too large and also out of keeping with the other signs along the retail section of Bar Hill).

b) 102 Pheasant Rise – Extension

Plans were looked at for the two story and single story extension the side of the above property.  The Clerk has had residents in to inspect the plans and they had no objections.  Therefore the Planning Committee approved the plans.

c) West Longstanton Ltd – Erection of 87 Dwellings

Plans were looked at for the erection of 87 new dwellings at Longstanton and these were briefly discussed and as is the policy of the Parish Council, these were refused.

d) Next Group – 1-4 The Mall (Amended plan for condenser units)

Amended plans for Condenser Units for the Next Group have been received.  These were for information only and comment could not be made.

e) 28 Foxhollow – Bay Window

Plans for a new bay window at the above property were looked and briefly discussed.  The Planning Committee gave their approval.

f) 16 The Spinney – Conservatory

Plans for a conservatory to the above property were looked at.  The Planning Committee gave their approval.

6.
Planning Decisions:-

· 181 The Spinney - Extensions (SCDC granted permission)

· Menzies Hotels – 2 Illuminated Signs (SCDC granted permission)

· 1 Viking Way – Change of use (SCDC granted permission)

· West Longstanton Ltd – Erection of 103 dwellings (Application withdrawn)

· 102 Stonefield – Extension (SCDC granted permission)

· 98 Appletrees – Conservatory (SCDC granted permission)

· 39 Oatlands Avenue – Change of use (Appeal dismissed by Secretary of State)

7.
Any Other Business

· CALC – Working Lunch workshop on Land Registry

It was generally felt that this workshop, to be held as a working lunch on Wednesday 12th July 2006, would be useful and the Clerk agreed to go to the workshop on behalf of the Parish Council. Therefore SJ proposed that £10 be spent on the workshop and this was seconded by MS.  All in favour.
C
· Mobile Food Vans

The Clerk explained the situation with the mobile food van at Gladeside and the problems that the residents are facing.  They have signed a petition and sent it directly to SCDC for their investigation.  The Clerk also mentioned that the original licence holder had now sold on the business to a new tradesman and they are still using the old licence, so they are trading illegally.  It was therefore agreed that the Clerk would write to SCDC and ask for them to investigate this situation further.
C

· Parish Planning Pack from SCDC

Information only.  SJ agreed to take the documentation home to read and will summarise for the next meeting.

· Corporate Plan from Cambridgeshire County Council

Information only.  MS agreed to take the documentation home to read and will summarise for the next meeting.

· Draft Plans for Information Centre

The draft plans for the new Information Centre site were received and inspected.  It was agreed that the Clerk would send the plans to all Councillors for them to look at.  It was also agreed that a Special Meeting would be held on Wednesday 7th June to commence at 7.00pm, before the start of the Environment Meeting, so a decision could be made.
C

It was also agreed that the Clerk would ask Bill Miller if this price included the demolition of the old Barber Shop (although we have already received £1100 for this purpose) and also to reiterate that the budget must not exceed £163k, under any circumstances.  
C

It was noted that Cedar Cladding was being used for the exterior of the building and the Planning Committee were concerned that this would attract graffiti.  


Hedging

BB reported that the hedging between 7-8 The Spinney was in need of cutting back as this hedging is becoming dangerous to the walkers.  The Clerk will ask for a quotation for the work to be done.
C



Tree House

SJ reported that a new resident living in Little Meadow has recently built a tree house in the rear garden of their property.  It overlooks the fencing from that property but as yet no complaints has been received.  This situation will be monitored.


Unlawful sale of cars on Parish Council land

This problem was discussed at length.  Trading Standards and the Police have already been informed and they have said that if less than 3 cars are for sale they could not be classed as an illegal business.  However, SJ informed the meeting that having looked through some old documentation she found that Bar Hill does have a bylaw saying that no trading is allowed in any part of the village.  It was agreed that an article will be put in the Bar Hill News and on the website informing residents of this bylaw.
C
There being no further business the meeting closed at 3.10pm.  The Next Planning Committee Meeting will take place on Thursday 8th June 2006 at 1.30pm in the Parish Council Office.

Proposed:          Seconded:
…………………..…………………………….  


Sue Jenkins, Chair - Planning Committee

Author: Leigh Baffa, Parish Clerk
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