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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Planning Committee Meeting

Held in The Parish Council Office

On Thursday 22 June 2006



            ACTION

1.  Present:
S Jenkins
Chair
(SJ)


B Burrage
Councillor 
(BB)


M Pope
Councillor
(MP)


M Sellars
Councillor
(MS)


L Baffa
Clerk
(C)

Apologies:
G Spence
Councillor
(GS)
2.
To Approve the Minutes of the Previous Meeting

The Minutes from the last Planning Meeting dated 8th June 2006 were read and approved.  Proposed by MP and seconded by MS.  All in favour.

3.
Matters arising from previous minutes

Street Numbering – MP reported that he had walked Hillcrest and he felt there was nowhere numbering signs could be placed as most houses bordered right up to the pavement. It was generally felt that some streets did not need numbering such as Field View, although the Clerk felt that Pheasant Rise and The Spinney were particularly badly signed and these two streets should be renumbered first.

The Clerk has already written to SCDC about prices and the company we should use and also she has asked for a new sign on the perimeter road for The Village Hall and Social Club.  As soon as she has a reply she will inform the Planning Committee.
C

4.
Planning Applications:-

a) 4 The Spinney – Retrospective for conservatory and additional fencing

Plans have been received fro the conservatory and also extra trellis to be added to new fending at the above property.  There has been an objection fro the householder next door.  Having looked at the plans the Planning Committee could see why there could be any objection but it was agreed that members of the Planning Committee would site visit the area to establish the possible problem.

b) 2 Gladeside – Single story front Extension

Plans have been received for a single story extension to the front of the house.  As the two adjacent properties had the same extension two years ago, this would be in keeping with the rest of the street so the Planning Committee approved the plans.

c) Next Group Plc - Signage


Plans have been received for a large sign at the entrance of Tesco to advertise Next Stores.  The Planning Committee strongly objected to this sign as it had a marked visual impact on the area, would be a danger to customers driving in to the car park as it would be located close to the roundabout at the petrol station and also it would set a precedent for the other retail outlets, who would possibly wish to have the same sort of signage.

5.
Planning Decisions:-

· Wind Farm Boxworth, (Application refused) Appeal has gone to The Secretary of State

· Tesco Car Wash – (Enforcement Notice given)

· Next Group Plc – Shop front/rear and condenser units (SCDC granted permission)

· Longstanton  - Balancing pond and ditch widening (SCDC granted permission)

6.
Any Other Business

· Annual Play Inspections

The Clerk has now sent a Purchase Order for the annual Play Inspections to take place in the next few weeks.  The cost for this work will be £287 and MS proposed that we agree to pay £287 for this inspection, as this is a statutory duty of the Parish Council.  This was seconded by MP.  All in favour.

· The Parish Planning Pack

SJ has now read through the document and although she felt there was no need to make any comments on the document, she felt that parts of the pack would be very beneficial to the Planning Committee and it was agreed that parts of the document would be copied into a short booklet for the Planning Committee to refer to in the future.  These include:-

The Need for Planning Permission

What’s In A Planning Application – things you should know?

Commenting on planning applications

Frequently used terms

Also a letter should be written to thank them for the draft planning pack and to say that we have no comment to make, although consideration would be given to some of the items listed.
C

· Bylaws

This subject was discussed briefly and it was agreed that the Clerk would write to SCDC and ask if the bylaw that prohibits street trading within the village was still in force.  The Notice that SJ had in her possession was dated 3rd March 1995.
C

· Viking Way Road

The Clerk handed out a location map of Viking Way and BB agreed to inspect the area for potholes in the road.  Once this is to hand then Clerk will write to a contractor with the possibility of patching up these holes in the road.
C
Many of the holes seem to be in the area where Tesco vehicles are in constant use and there was, some years ago, a verbal agreement that Tesco would maintain this part of the road.  The Clerk will also try to find out the legality of this agreement.
C
Also BB requested that the Clerk write a letter to British Telecom and ask them to refrain from parking so many vehicles along Viking Way, as they are causing an obstruction and also a danger for drivers trying to turn out of the Health Centre and Dental Surgery.  They are continuously blocking the road with their BT vans (5 were parked this week along the road, when they have a yard that was empty). 
C

· Wheel Clamping

MS has been taking up to date information off the Internet concerning the possibility of wheel clamping in Viking Way.  Although this was done a couple of years ago, the law had recently changed and it was agreed that the Clerk should contact some of these companies and ask about costings and also the effectiveness of taking this action.
C

There being no further business the meeting closed at 2.45pm.  The Next Planning Committee Meeting will take place on Thursday 13th July 2006 at 1.30pm in the Parish Council Office.
Proposed:          Seconded:
…………………..…………………………….  


Sue Jenkins, Chair - Planning Committee

Author: Leigh Baffa, Parish Clerk
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