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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Meeting held in The Parish Council Office

at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 15 June 2006


ACTION


1.0     Present: 
M Sellars
Chair
(MS)


S Jenkins 
Vice-Chair
(SJ)


L Baffa
Clerk
(LB)


B Burrage
Councillor
(BB)


J Dean
Councillor
(JDe)


J Doland
Councillor
(JDo)



M Duce
Councillor
(MD)


B Howard
Councillor
(BH)


M Pope
Councillor
(MP)


G Spence
Councillor
(GS)


B Waters
Councillor
(BW)


R Hall
District Councillor


J Reynolds
County Councillor

Apologies: 
K Misik
Cambridgeshire Constabulary

2.0
To Approve Minutes of Parish Council Meeting on 18th May 2006:-

The Minutes for the Parish Council Meeting held on 18th May 2006 were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by SJ and seconded by GS.  All in favour.

The Minutes of The Special Meeting held on 7th June 2006 to discuss the Information Centre were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by MP and seconded by SJ.  All in favour.

3.0
Matters Arising

Village Hall Management Committee – Possible Loan

MS reviewed the subject saying that last week when we were looking at our financial situation it was established that we have £38k in our reserves.  If we agree to loan £30k to the Village Hall Management Committee it should come from reserves but we must also ensure that it comes back in to that account.

JDol questioned what we had already committed and MS replied that although we may have future expenditure on the village green and Viking Way, at present we were no further forward in knowing what the costings could be, therefore we should concentrate on what is needed now and not in the future.

MS has spoken in the telephone with Iain Martin (Chair of the Management Committee) and she is happy with the reasons for the loan requirement.  BB has declared an interest and could not comment, as he is the Vice-Chairman of the Management Committee.

BW felt that by the time we know future costings for the village green and Viking Way, we should have the Information Centre site up and running and bringing in an income for the village, so we should be able to replenish our reserves quite quickly.

MS told the meeting that some years ago we thought of taking out a loan for the Information Centre site but it was not a good idea because of the small return left over from the rent.  However, if we need to find a substantial amount of money for the village green, then a loan could be taken out for this purpose, as the Parish Council could not possibly have known that this problem would occur since the village green has been there for nearly 40 years.

After further discussion MP proposed that we agree to loan the Village Hall management Committee £30k to be repaid over 5 years following agreement on how the loan is to be paid back i.e. monthly, quarterly or yearly and an agreement to be signed by both parties, this was seconded by BW.  For = 8.  Abstained = 2.  Motion carried.
C
Visitor – HCV’s and environmental weight limit in Bar Hill

Rob Rowarth attended the meeting and introduced himself as the person who deals with buses and HCV’s although most of his work relates to lorry usage in the county.  He tries to implement strategies on how to best deal with HCV’s and the inappropriate use of vehicles on our roads.

He has spent a lot of time looking at areas and listening to Parish Councils and residents.  We need to balance the need of the community and the need for haulage in this country.  The problem seems to be the haulage companies.  There is now a Freight Quality Partnership and this involves him sitting down with the companies to find out what people need. 

He is in a good position with the haulage companies because if they keep abusing the system then they can have their Operator’s Licence taken away from them so it is in their interest to listen to what he is saying.

The parking of lorries is a big issue not only in Bar Hill but also everywhere in the county.  Site visits have been made to Bar Hill and the A14 over the last few nights and it was noted that 29 vehicles were parked overnight in Trafalgar Way.  At the Cambridge Services there were 66 lorries and that was full to capacity.  There has definitely been an increase in lorries parking in Bar Hill over recent years but unfortunately there is no remit for the increase in parking spaces from the Government.

The District Council has the power to stop large vehicles from parking in the village as long as they follow the County Council rulings, however vehicles parked in Trafalgar Way cannot be stopped, as this is an industrial area.

As a Parish Council, Bar Hill can introduce parking controls in Viking Way.  MS asked if weight restrictions could be applied to the village and Mr Rowarth replied that this could be done after a survey period was carried out to prove there are more than 30 through movements in any one-day.  The District Council will be able to carry out the survey if the Parish Council would like to take this matter further.

It was mentioned that large vehicles have been parking along the perimeter road from Trafalgar Way up to Viking Way overnight making it very dangerous to use the road.  Mr Rowarth said this type of parking was illegal and the Police should be informed so they can issue tickets to the vehicles when this happens.  Word would soon get around and after a couple of vehicles being fined, they would think twice about parking there again.  Also along this part of the road double yellow lines could be put down.

There is a French company that is interested in putting up new truck strops along our main roads and one is already being put in at Folkestone and they have been asked to look at the A14 for the future.

JDol mentioned that the new sign at Gladeside has been working well although he showed Mr Rowarth photographs of vehicles that have been seen parking during the day and he informed JDol that all the vehicles in the pictures were illegally parked and we should keep the photos as evidence.

If we wished to have the sign renamed as No Parking at all times, David Limes should be able to do this.  Also if double yellow lines are wanted this could be done on a trial basis.  At this point Mr Rowarth was thanked for his time in attending our meeting and he left.

MS felt that as there were so many issues to think about we should defer any further discussion until the July Parish Council meeting when it will be put on as a main agenda item.

4.0
Clerk/Treasurers Report

a) Correspondence received this month

	A
	Letter to Cambourne Parish Council

A letter was sent to Cambourne Parish Council objecting to the news article that they put in the Cambridge Evening News about Bar Hill youths congregating in Cambourne and creating anti-social behaviour.  As yet we have not had a reply, however PC Misik has been in touch and stated they had no evidence that Bar Hill youths were causing the problems.  A further report has since been put in the newspaper stating other villages causing problems and this time Bar Hill was not mentioned. 


	

	B
	Press release from Cambridgeshire Constabulary on distraction burglaries

An email has been received about the increase in distraction burglaries in the Cambridgeshire area.  It was agreed that we would send the email to Happy Hours and Knit and Natter so they could be made aware of the current situation and to be vigilant about who they open their doors to.


	C

	D
	Cancellation of late bus to Bar Hill
Due to a recent incident the late bus to Bar Hill has yet again been cancelled.  PC Misik gave MS some information and stated that a bottle was thrown at a passing bus although no damage was done and this occurred at Dry Drayton.  The Clerk has already written to the County Council asking for any supporting evidence, as residents would no doubt be contacting her for the reasons of the cancellation.  It was suggested that we write and ask if the bus could stop at Tesco and not go around the perimeter road as this may go some way in deterring any anti-social behaviour.


	C



	E
	Bar Hill Massive Youth Project
A letter has been received from Claire Thorby stating that since the resignation of Tom Flanagan, there is now a vacancy for a Trustee to sit on the committee of the Massive Youth Project to replace Tom.  If anyone needs any further information then they should contact Claire and she will be happy to supply any information ascertaining to this post.  JDean said she would think about it and let the Clerk know in due course.


	

	G
	Revised quotation for new light columns along footpath by the Farmhouse

A revised quotation has come back for the installation of new light columns along the footpath close to the Farmhouse and this has increased from £3,794 to £4,627.  It was agreed that the increase was excessive and other ways of lighting the area was discussed.

MP suggested a security light on the Farmhouse, which comes on every time someone walks by.  As this building is owned by the Parish Council then we are responsible, however it was felt that the SPARC building should also have a security light and it was agreed that the Parish Council would write to them suggesting such a measure to increase security in that area but as this is a private enterprise they should pay for the cost, although we could get both installed at the same time.

SJ therefore proposed that we postpone the installation of street columns for the time being and install security lights at the Farmhouse and request the SPARC building do the same, this was seconded by MD.  All in favour


	C


Accounts

b)
Outstanding Accounts for Approval

The Clerk went through the accounts for June.  The monthly expenditure report was proposed as a true record by GS and seconded by BW.  All in favour.

The Clerk went through the cheques to be paid in June. The cheques for approval were proposed by GS and seconded by BW.  All in favour.

The correspondence and accounts are available to view

in the Parish Council Office, Hanover Close, Off Viking Way, Bar Hill
5.0
Chairs Report

There was no Chairperson’s report this month.

6.0 
Reports

a) Residents’ Association (B Waters)

The Fete Day planning has gone very well.  Programmes for the Fete will be sent to all homes at the end of June.

b)  Village Hall Management Committee (M Pope)

As the next meeting is not until next week MP has not yet attended the Management Committee meeting but he will inform the Committee that the loan has been agreed and ask how they would like to pay the loan back.

c) Planning Committee (S Jenkins)

The Burger Van at Gladeside – This current problem is in hand with SCDC looking at the legalities of the past tradesman selling on his licence to the new tradesman and also the possibility of relocating the van.

Unlawful sale of cars in village – It has come to light that Bar Hill has a bylaw that no trading can be done within the village and a notice can be put on cars being sold.  SJ volunteered to do this as and when she saw the sale of cars around the perimeter road.  A piece will be put in the Bar Hill News informing residents of this bylaw.
C
Car Wash at Tesco -  As they have totally disregarded the refused permission to trade at Tesco Car Park, JDol proposed that we write to the Executive Manager, Terry Leahy at the Head Office, informing him of the background to the Car Wash and how this is affecting the school and the children trying to complete their work.  This was seconded by BB.  All in favour.
C
Tesco Bus Shelter – It has been reported that the bus stop at Tesco has again had the glass smashed and this needs to be replaced.  The clerk will send a letter to Tesco asking them to replace the glass.
C

d) Tesco Liaison (B Burrage)

Nothing to report this month as it has already been discussed.

e) Environment Committee (M Duce)

Grass Cutting – It was noted that the strimming needs to be done as soon as possible as many areas are now looking very untidy.
C
f) South Cambridgeshire District Council (B Waters/R Hall)

Bus Pass Concessions - R Hall reported that at the meeting held today with regard to the Bus Passes it was agreed that little would be done this year, however, negotiations are still continuing to improve the system.

Cambourne Parish Council – R Hall had received a letter from Mr Hume of the Parish Council informing him that the Parish Council had been misquoted in the newspaper and RH was asked for Mr Hume’s letter to be sent to the newspaper so it can be published.

g) School Governors Report 

No report this month.

h) Cambridgeshire County Council (J Reynolds)

Environment Strategy consultation
We are currently reviewing the Council’s 2002 Environment Strategy, and know little of our customers’ views on environmental issues.  We have therefore instituted a survey to inform the new strategy.  This will include a sample survey of 1000 people by telephone, administered by the Contact Centre.  A questionnaire will also be available online and in hard copy at public libraries, publicised via a press release.  

Planning 
The public examination of the South Cambs Local Development Framework will start in July and the County Council will be appearing in relation to a number of policies.  Planning applications for development at Cambridge Southern Fringe are now anticipated in July.  The Cambridge City Local Plan will be adopted in June.  The Inspector’s report requires 40% affordable housing to be provided within new housing development
Transport Strategy
Stakeholder involvement on the Long Term Transport Strategy has now started with a breakfast briefing on TIF on 24th May.  Nationally, Government are continuing to refine their views as to how they would like work being paid for through the Transport Innovation Fund to be taken forward.  In particular, they are looking at the types of modelling they would like to see carried out.  None of the authorities involved in the pilot stage of the work have data of the complexity that Government is now asking for at the moment.  The government has announced a second round of bidding for TIF pilot studies with a deadline in July and has made it clear that existing pilot authorities can bid for additional money through this process.  It is likely that the County will take the opportunity to bid for additional funding to meet this need.
Concessionary Fares

Meetings continue with Districts and Bus Operators to see if there is any scope to improve the scheme. I am hopeful that we can come to and agreement to improve the current government scheme.

i) Community Safety (K Misik)

Apologies for absence this evening but please find below the figures for the village over the last month.

There have been 14 reported crimes in the village over the relevant period and most of these were for not paying for petrol.  There were a couple of couple of vehicles that have been
damaged but there is no pattern to these offences.


Over the same period there have been 54 reported incidents in the village and 5 of these were for anti social behaviour and this is compared to 13 over the same period last year, which is quite a drop.

The village remains very quiet in terms of youth ASB.  The only other issue is that of litter around Tesco and the Fish and Chicken.  I was on duty on last Saturday and even though it was quiet there was still a large amount of litter in the area.

I have spoken with people who have seen birds getting the rubbish out of the bin and throwing
it around.  My option in regard to this matter is the bins, which are currently being provided, are not of the correct type and also there aren’t enough of them.

When the ASB survey was done over half of the people who responded said that they believed this was the main problem.  Is there any way we can apply pressure to the relevant people for them to address the problem.

7.0
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Co-Option – Closing date for Co-Option is 23rd June.  MP proposed that if by that closing date we have three or less applications, then we automatically accept them as Councillors.  This was seconded by JDean.  All in favour and any applicants would be asked to attend the next Parish Council meeting in July.

Date of Next Meeting.


There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.55pm.  The next full Parish Council Meeting will take place on Thursday 20th July 2006 at 7.00 p.m. in the Parish Council Office.  

Signed ………………………………………………….. (Chair)   
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