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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Planning Committee Meeting

Held in The Parish Council Office

On Friday 14 July 2006



            ACTION

1.  Present:
S Jenkins
Chair
(SJ)


B Burrage
Councillor 
(BB)


M Pope
Councillor
(MP)


G Spence
Councillor
(GS)


L Baffa
Clerk
(C)

Apologies:
M Sellars
Councillor
(MS)
2.
To Approve the Minutes of the Previous Meeting

The Minutes from the last Planning Meeting dated 22nd June 2006 were read and approved.  Proposed by BB and seconded by MP.  All in favour.

3.
Matters arising from previous minutes

4 The Spinney – Site Visit – Some Planning Committee members site visited this address after an objection was lodged for a conservatory to be built along with new fencing.  The Planning Committee could see no reason why the neighbour was objecting and it was agreed that these plans would be approved.

Lorry Parking – It has been reported that large vehicles have now started to park between The Fairway and Thruffle Way overnight and also SJ had an altercation with a lorry driver who keeps parking to the rear of Foxhollow with his refrigerated unit turned on.
Wheel Clamping in Viking Way – This was briefly discussed.  The Clerk had contacted several companies who advertise wheel clamping but on reply all of them had no licence to do so (since the changes on law last April), only to issue fixed penalty notices, which would be the responsibility of the Clerk to issue.  However, it was agreed that a further No Parking Sign would be installed further along Viking Way to deter drivers from parking.

Illegal Signs – It was reported that Spymasters have erected a sign outside the Fox Public House and also along the perimeter road, close to Viking Way.  This land is in the ownership of the County Council and it was agreed that the Clerk would contact the County Council to inform them of the illegal sign on their lamppost.

4.
Planning Applications:-

a) Longstanton – Variation of Condition 2

After reading through the documentation it was agreed that the Planning Committee would make no comment.

b) Library – Bar Hill (Change of use to Post Office)

Plans have now been received for the new Post Office to be situated within the Library complex.  The Planning Committee approved these plans. 

c) Next Group Plc - Signage


Further plans for a large sign for the Next Group store was looked at and discussed at length.  It was agreed that the large sign, on the top of the building (although now not illuminated), would be refused as it was alien to the street scene (far too large and also out of keeping with the other signs along the retail section of Bar Hill).

5.
Planning Decisions:-

· 102 Pheasant Rise - Extension (SCDC granted permission)

· Next Group Plc – Part approval for signage

6.
Any Other Business

· Environmental Audit – Summary

The Clerk and PC Misik walked the village last week to identify areas that were in need of improvement.  Most items have already been dealt with or will be passed to the Environment Committee for discussion at their next meeting.  However, there were a couple of items that needed to be discussed.

Several NTL cable boxes have graffiti on and these need to be cleaned up.  The Clerk has written to NTL asking for the boxes to be repainted or alternatively give us permission to paint them.  We are in the process of having the park benches on the village green repainted and as it is the same green, our handyman could paint the boxes at the same time.

Behind the Farmhouse, where the Basketball pitch is located, there is a small brick wall with corrugated iron and barded wire on top.  This needs to come down, as it is a health & safety issue.  It was agreed that the barbed wire and corrugated iron would be taken down but SJ and BB would site visit the area to see of the wall needs to be replaced or repaired.
C
Last Christmas a brick wall in Hollytrees, that had been kicked down by vandals, was removed and PC Misik felt the area now looked very unkept.  It has been agreed at a previous Planning Meeting that we would leave this subject on the back burner until somebody complained about the area and now it was agreed that although a brick wall or fence was not needed, perhaps hedging could be planted in this area.  Therefore this subject will be passed to the Environment Committee for further discussion.
C

· 39 Oatlands Avenue – email from R Hall

Since the appeal was dismissed and SCDC had served notice for the fencing to be out back to its original position, the notice has now been complied with.


· 8 Appletrees (memo attached) re trees falling on property


The Clerk informed the meeting of the work that had been carried out to this property because of two trees falling on the house in high winds last weekend.  The invoices have now been given to the Clerk and she will be putting these through for payment at the next Parish Council Meeting.  It was also agreed that a full survey of the Drift was needed, as there seems to be several dead trees along the route.
C
· Purchase Order sent for Play Inspections


Although the Purchase Order has now been sent for the play inspections to take place, the Clerk has not yet heard back from the Inspectors as to the date of these inspections. 

· Land Registry Workshop (Clerk to summarise)

The Clerk attended a workshop on Land Registry, which proved extremely interesting but all the participants thought it was not long enough as so many Clerks had different types of questions that related to their parishes alone.  However, to enable the Parish Council to look in more detail at the land owned by the Parish Council. It was agreed that a new Ordnance Survey Map would be purchased as our current map is from 1993 and many changes have taken place since that date.
C

· Meeting Agendas

MP commented that at the Councillor’s Workshop that he attended last month it was brought to his attention that Parish Council Agendas should not include Any Other Business.  If a special item did not appear on the main agenda then it could not be discussed until it appeared on the next agenda (unless urgent business).  However, we can rename Any Other Business to Chairman’s Comments.  In the case of main Parish Council business, any other business could be brought up under Clerk’s Correspondence in order for the subject to be discussed.

Due to the possible change it was felt that certain subjects should always appear on the main agenda such as:

Footpaths/Roads – Update

Information Centre – Update

Viking Way - Update

Village Green – Update

It was therefore recommended that this subject would be brought up at the next Parish Council Meeting under Planning.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 2.45pm.  The Next Planning Committee Meeting will take place on Thursday 13th July 2006 at 1.30pm in the Parish Council Office.
Proposed:          Seconded:
…………………..…………………………….  


Sue Jenkins, Chair - Planning Committee

Author: Leigh Baffa, Parish Clerk
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