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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Meeting held in The Parish Council Office

at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 20 July 2006


ACTION


1.0     Present: 
M Sellars
Chair
(MS)


L Baffa
Clerk
(LB)


B Burrage
Councillor
(BB)


J Dean
Councillor
(JDe)


M Duce
Councillor
(MD)


M Pope
Councillor
(MP)


G Spence
Councillor
(GS)


S Spence
Councillor
(SS)



B Waters
Councillor
(BW)


J York
Councillor
(JY)


R Hall
District Councillor

Apologies: 
S Jenkins 
Vice-Chair
(SJ)


J Doland
Councillor
(JDo)


B Howard
Councillor
(BH)


K Misik
Cambridgeshire Constabulary


J Reynolds
County Councillor

2.0
To welcome the new Parish Councillors

MS welcomed Sandra Spence and Jon York who have been co-opted on to the Parish Council.  All the necessary documentation was signed and dated and they joined the meeting.

3.0
To Approve Minutes of Parish Council Meeting on 15th June 2006:-

The Minutes for the Parish Council Meeting held on 15th June 2006 were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by MP and seconded by BW.  All in favour.

4.0
Matters Arising

Massive Youth Project

This subject was deferred from last month’s meeting to give the Councillors time to think if they would like to become a Trustee on the Massive Youth Project.  After a brief discussion, JDean agreed to become a Trustee, for a trial period, to enable her to see if she would be able to help the committee in any way.  MS thanked JDean for volunteering for this position.

Tesco Car Wash

This subject was briefly discussed as a resident had written to the Bar Hill News wondering why the Parish Council had objected.  The reason being that so many residents in Gladeside objected, along with the Primary School, the Parish Council had no alternative but to object on their behalf.  There will be a reply in the next issue of the Bar Hill News for the residents to read.

5.0
Clerk/Treasurers Report

a) Correspondence received this month

	E
	Cambridgeshire Police Authority

A Community Safety Event is being held at Marshall Airport in Cambridge on Wednesday 20th September with regard to neighbourhood policing. Due to the Parish Council having had the DPPO put in place for the village it was agreed that a candidate should attend.  Therefore MS and BW agreed to attend the event.


	C



	H
	New Fire Safety Regulations

Due to new fire regulations being out into place on 1st October 2006, the Clerk had the office inspected and some additions are needed to bring the office up to the new specification.  New fire extinguishers to be purchased and wall mounted (this has already been done).  Also two new smoke detectors for the main corridor, along with the safety light in the disabled WC and an external light at the entrance of the building to indicate the fire exit.

The total amount for the work is £1,001.00 (£641.00 being a one-off payment for the work) the remainder being an annual contract for inspections.  JDean proposed that we go ahead with the work as soon as possible and this was seconded by GS.  All in favour.  The Clerk would put some of the expenditure into the security budget and remainder will come from office expenditure.

When we have our next Budget Meeting for the year 2007/8 this annual maintenance will need to be put into the security budget.


	C

	I
	Insurance Work for 8 Appletrees
Further to the memo that the Clerk sent out to all the Parish Councillors, work has now been completed on 8 Appletrees, after two trees fell on the house two weeks ago.  The trees have now been take down, along with three other dead trees close to the property, the fencing has been replaced, the roof tiles have been replaced and the TV aerial put back.  The invoices have been entered in to the monthly accounts for approval.

The Insurance Company has been informed of the incident and the Clerk will be claiming the expenditure back from the Insurance Company under our Public Liability insurance.

MS was concerned that this sort of thing should happen when all our trees were surveyed five years ago.  Therefore, MS asked if the Environment Committee would take this matter on board and have the whole drift area surveyed once more to eradicate this problem occurring in the future.


	C



	J


	Information Centre – Peter Lane
The email from Noyes & Noyes was read out to the meeting and to summarise Peter Lane are still interested in the new building layout but are reluctant to pay an increase in rent because of the reduction in the square footage of the building.

BB thought that the increase in rent (after three years) was a reasonable request and felt that the square footage had not reduced that much.  The Clerk found the plans for the original two-story building and the new single-story building and these were discussed at length.  It was found that the original building had 140 square metres and the new building 87 square metres so there was quite a reduction in available space.

Planning Permission is still yet be given so MP proposed that we write a letter to Andrew Noyes to say that we are pleased that Peter Lane is still interested in the new building but we cannot make a decision until we have received confirmation of planning approval, hopefully this will be concluded by our next Parish Council Meeting in September, when Peter Lane will be discussed again.  This was seconded by BW.  All in favour.


	C

	K
	Photographs of Lorry parking in village

This subject will be discussed at length under the Chairs Report but in the meantime MS proposed that J Doland be reimbursed for the many photographs he has taken on lorries illegally parked in the village over the course of the last 4 months.  This was unanimously agreed.  The Clerk agreed to reimburse him from Petty Cash up to £10.
	C




Accounts

b)
Outstanding Accounts for Approval

The Clerk went through the accounts for July.  The monthly expenditure report was proposed as a true record by BW and seconded by BB.  All in favour.

The Clerk went through the cheques to be paid in July. The cheques for approval were proposed by JDean and seconded by MP.  All in favour.

The correspondence and accounts are available to view

in the Parish Council Office, Hanover Close, Off Viking Way, Bar Hill
6.0
Chairs Report

Lorry Parking in the village

MS summarised the current situation with lorry parking in Bar Hill for the benefit of the new Councillors.  This is an ongoing problem within the village as lorries are parking badly, causing obstructions and also illegally parking in residential areas such as Gladeside and Robin Close.

We have various options open to us such as double yellow lines, weight restrictions within the residential areas and signage.  In the past Planning Committee has looked at options of traffic calming for Viking Way, which has now extended to other areas of the village.  Road narrowing has been discussed, but this would prove extremely expensive and also wheel clamping, but since the law was changed in April of this year, most Wheel Clamping Companies no longer have a licence to clamp vehicles and they can only offer fixed penalty notices, which the Clerk would have to issue to the drivers and then the Clamping Company receives the fines.

MP suggested that we deal with Gladeside first as this is an easy solution.  The sign that was put in place by the County Council is obviously working overnight, so the wording needs to be changed to deter drivers from parking during the day.  So MP proposed that we go back to County Council and ask for the sign wording to be changed to RESIDENTAIL AREA – NO HGV/COACH PARKING – AT ANY TIME.  This was seconded by JDean.  All in favour.
C

BB asked if the Clerk could contact Rob Rowarth with regard to wheel clamping.  He may be able to point us in the right direction for a reputable company to do this in Viking Way, or alternatively to suggest a replacement for this type of service.
C

MP said that the Parish Council needs to make a distinction between the industrial area and residential areas of Bar Hill.  It had already been suggested at Planning Committee that a sign be erected close to Viking Way informing drivers they are entering a residential area.  Also a gated area could be put on either side of the road to make it clear they are entering a residential area.  This has happened in Dry Drayton and seems to be effective.

The Tesco goods entrance is not signed at the start of Viking Way, so subsequently lorries are missing the turning and driving into the residential area before realising their mistake.  Tesco should be told of this problem so they can have a sign put in place.
C
After further discussion it was agreed that David Limes of SCDC would be invited to the next Parish Council Meeting (in September) so he can advise us on what has been discussed this evening.  He may wish to site visit the areas of concern before the next meeting so he can familiarise himself with the current problem.  This was proposed by MD and seconded by BB.  All in favour.
C
7.0 
Reports

a) Community Safety (K Misik)

Apologies for absence this evening but please find below the figures for the village over the last month.

There have been 11 reported crimes over the last 4 weeks, none of which have been serious.  Only one of these was in the residential part of the village and this was someone taking a charity bag from the doorstep.

There have been 46 reported incidents over the time period.  Only 9 of these are in regard to ASB and those are not drink related.

I have spoken with the County Council re the late bus and basically the bus company told the Council that if they made them go to Bar Hill on that service then they would pull the plug on the whole service.  I don't feel hopeful that the late bus will be coming back.

b) Residents’ Association (B Waters)

The Fete Day was the most successful ever and hopefully next year will be even better as it will the village’s 40th anniversary.  The Fete Day is planned for 7th July 2007 and BW officially asked permission to use the Village Green for that day.  This was unanimously agreed.

c) Village Hall Management Committee (M Pope)

MP reported some good news.  The handover dates for the Village Hall have now been penciled in.  The Pre-School will be handed over on 4th August and the remainder of the Village Hall will be handed over to the Management Committee at the end of August.  Once handed over, the painting and flooring will be done along with the soft furnishings, so the official opening will not be until the end of September.

Bookings are now being taken from October and the weekday regular bookings are filling up rapidly.  Also every Saturday night in November is now booked but the Management Committee are offering a discount price for Friday evenings as these seems to be flagging somewhat.

There is a new website for the Village Hall and MP encouraged everyone to have a look as a lot of hard work went in to the setting up of this website.  Please visit http//www.barhillvillagehall.btik.com.  MP proposed that we set up a link to this website via our own Parish Council website.

d) Planning Committee (S Jenkins)

Post Office – Plans for the change of use has been received by Planning and approved.  The original screen planned to separate the post office from the rest of the Library came in too expensive so other ideas are now being looked at.  Work should start mid-August for opening by mid-September.

e) Tesco Liaison (B Burrage)

Nothing to report this month as it has already been discussed.

f) Environment Committee (M Duce)

Almond Grove – As stated in the last Environment minutes, MD is concerned about the basketball area at the back of Almond Grove.  This area is very run down and is in need of some looking after.  It was agreed that over the next month Councillors would take a look at the area and come up with some ideas for the September Parish Council meeting.
C

Also the parking situation in Almond Grove needs to be monitored as vehicles are continually parking on Parish Council land.

g) South Cambridgeshire District Council (B Waters/R Hall)

Concessionary bus passes was discussed briefly.  There may a solution in the pipeline and hopefully RH will have further information by the next Parish Council meeting.

Having now finished with the new Licencing Act, SCDC have turned their attention to the new Gambling Act that will be coming into force in due course.

There is a new funding tool kit for local groups but the Clerk has yet to receive hers.

Also it has been noted that the population in South Cambridgeshire has increased by 4% over the last 6 years, although the Bar Hill population has gone down.

h) School Governors Report 

No report this month.

i) Cambridgeshire County Council (J Reynolds)

Unfortunately due to a prior engagement, JR was unable to attend the meeting in time to give his report.

8.0
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Date of Next Meeting.


There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.15pm.  The next full Parish Council Meeting will take place on Thursday 21st September 2006 at 7.00 p.m. in the Parish Council Office.  There will be no meeting during the month of August due to summer recess.

Signed ………………………………………………….. (Chair)   
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