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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Meeting held in The Parish Council Office

at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 21 September 2006


ACTION


1.0     Present: 
M Sellars
Chair
(MS)


S Jenkins 
Vice-Chair
(SJ)


L Baffa
Clerk
(LB)


B Burrage
Councillor
(BB)


J Dean
Councillor
(JDe)


J Doland
Councillor
(JDo)


M Duce
Councillor
(MD)


B Howard
Councillor
(BH)


M Pope
Councillor
(MP)


S Spence
Councillor
(SS)



B Waters
Councillor
(BW)


J York
Councillor
(JY)


R Hall
District Councillor

Apologies: 
G Spence
Councillor
(GS)


K Misik
Cambridgeshire Constabulary


J Reynolds
County Councillor

2.0
To Approve Minutes of Parish Council Meeting on 20th July 2006:-

The Minutes for the Parish Council Meeting held on 20th July 2006 were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by MP and seconded by JDean.  All in favour.

3.0
Matters Arising

Community Safety Event

A Community Safety Event took place on Wednesday 20th September and BW attended on behalf of the Parish Council.  BW reported that it was mostly about statistics on crime in Cambridgeshire.  Attendees were put in to groups and asked to list in order of priority what they felt were problem areas.  Highest priority was speeding in villages followed by not being able to get through on the 0845 number to the Police Station and lastly visibility of the police in the villages.  The meeting was very useful and really was a consultation process.

Parking of HGV’s – Photographs taken by JD

JD thanked the Parish Council for their kind gesture of offering to pay for the photographs he had taken of illegally parked vehicles in Robin Close and Trafalgar Way.  Also JD asked for an update on the problem.  BW replied that David Lines, who was invited to this meeting to discuss this problem further, was away on extended sick leave and unfortunately, although she has emailed several times, has had no reply as to when someone from the County Council would be able to attend our meeting.

MP proposed that we write back to Rob Rowarth (who has been very helpful in the past) and give him our ideas and this was seconded by SJ.  All in favour.
C

Signs

The update on the signs is that the County Council has changed their contractor from Ringway to Atkins.  Unfortunately the new contractor does not have their own sign shop and the Clerk has received an email from the Highways Division stating that if we want signs made then we should look through the Yellow Pages.

The Clerk felt this was not very helpful, as the question of funding signs would need to be addressed.  If the Parish Council were expected to pay the costs for signs then this would need to reflect in our annual budget.

It was agreed that the Clerk would contact David Gilkes of Highways Division to clarify the situation with highway signs and internal village signs.
C

Cancellation of late bus

This subject was discussed at length and JDol asked if it was possible for the Parish Council to subsidise a private company and have a mini-bus coming to Bar Hill to bring in the residents.  RH came in at this point to say that he had already made numerous enquiries with regard to a private company running a small bus to Bar Hill but no company would take on Bar Hill because of the past problems.  The proposal by JDol to investigate the possibility of a private company coming to Bar Hill was repeated and BW seconded this.  All in favour. 
C

4.0
Clerk/Treasurers Report

a) Correspondence received this month

	B
	Letter requesting donation

A letter has been received from Miss Rebecca Hering who, as a nurse, has an elective placement in India to work with patients with Leprosy, HIV and aids.  Accordingly, she has asked for either sponsorship or donation to help with the costs of the trip.  The Parish Council has assisted these sort of causes in the past and therefore SJ proposed that we donate £100 towards expenses and this was seconded by JY.  All in favour.

 
	C

	C
	Children playing ball games on open spaces

A letter has been received asking for a sign to be erected stating that no ball games are played in an area between Gladeside and Robin Close and this issue was discussed at length.  JDol lives in this area and confirmed that the children in question are under the age of 10 and are too young to cross a busy road to get to the play areas within the village.  Also the area is an open space and MS confirmed that open spaces were originally designed in this village for small children to play on.  It was agreed therefore that a letter would be written to the resident stating this fact.


	C



	E
	Letter re Tesco vehicles turning on perimeter road

A resident has sent a letter to Tesco (copy to Parish Council) asking Tesco to erect a sign before the residential area starts informing them of where the Tesco Delivery Depot is located.  The large vehicles come as far as Oatlands Avenue, realise their mistake and then do a very difficult 3-point turn, churning up grass and making a mess of the road.  The Clerk has also sent a letter to head office with regard to this matter and has asked for a sign to be erected at the entrance to Viking Way.

 
	

	F
	CALC Bulletin – Goodyear Funding

In the last CALC Bulletin there was an item about the tyre specialists, Goodyear, who are looking for playgrounds that need resurfacing and improving. They are keen to work with local councils to sponsor a makeover of a playground up to the value of £10,000.  MS and SJ had earmarked the area between Almond Grove and Acorn Avenue, where the surface is very rough and the old netball posts need replacing.  It was agreed that this area could be improved and this sort of funding would be ideal.  Photographs will be obtained of the area and sent in to request the funding.


	C

	J
	Cricket Club Containers

A letter has now been received back from the Cricket Club with prices for two containers to take the place of the existing pre-fabricated garage to the rear of the Village Hall.

The cost for each container would be £1,300 but dimensions were not given.  Before committing to this item BB would like to know exact dimensions.  MS suggested that perhaps members of the Planning Committee could meet with the Cricket/Football Club with regard to dimensions and the groundwork that would be involved in placing the new containers on the village green.

MP proposed that, if agreeable, JY goes back to the Cricket/Football Club with our requirements as follows:

· Size of container

· The demolition of existing garage

· Ground works for new containers.

This was seconded by BB.  All in favour.  JY agreed to meet with the relevant groups.

The Clerk will also contact SCDC and ask if planning permission would be required for the two containers.


	C

	K
	Letter in Bar Hill News

In view of the letter from M Boughton-Fox in the last issue of the Bar Hill News, MS gave Councillors copies of “Powers of Parish Councils” which indicated Parish Council’s could allocate money for village halls.  There are two acts where a Parish Council can loan money and they are The Local Government Miscellaneous Provisions Act 1976 (the power to provide help and equip buildings for use of clubs having athletic, social or recreational objectives) and also the Local Government Act 1972 (the power to help provide buildings for public meetings and assemblies).

  
	


Lastly, an invitation has been received from the County Council to attend the official opening of the village Post Office on Saturday 7th October at 10am.  The Clerk asked who wished to attend the opening and 7 Councillors accepted the invitation.  The Clerk will inform the County Council of the numbers involved.

Accounts

b)
Outstanding Accounts for Approval

The Clerk went through the accounts for August.  The monthly expenditure report was proposed as a true record by BW and seconded by BB.  All in favour.

The Clerk went through the cheques to be paid in August. The cheques for approval were proposed by MP and seconded by BW.  All in favour.

The Clerk went through the accounts for September.  The monthly expenditure report was proposed as a true record by BH and seconded by JDean.  All in favour.

The Clerk went through the cheques to be paid in September. The cheques for approval were proposed by BW and seconded by JY.  All in favour.

Audit

The internal audit has now been completed and the Clerk handed out a copy of the audit return that will be sent to Moore Stephens in due course.  MS will look at the report before signing and dating accordingly.

Through the Internal audit several items came to light that need to be addressed.  The Clerk read out the following and asked the Council to give these items their consideration and she will put these items on the next main agenda for further discussion.

They are as follows:-

· A Lone Worker Policy should be put in place.  To be included is the measure we already have in place for locking the front door, which can only be opened by the Clerk.

· All electrical appliances should be tested on an annual basis (at present only the central heating system, photocopier and computers are serviced on a yearly basis).

· Asset Register should be looked at and reported on, by the Parish Council, on an annual basis to determine full insurance cover.

· Financial Risk Assessment should be done on a yearly basis (this can include the monthly budget reports that the Clerk brings to each Parish Council Meeting).

· All the above need to be discussed at next month’s meeting.

The correspondence and accounts are available to view

in the Parish Council Office, Hanover Close, Off Viking Way, Bar Hill
5.0
Chairman’s Report

Boxworth Wind Farm – Public Inquiry

This is taking place on 17th October and Roger Hall will be speaking on behalf of Bar Hill.  MS asked the Councillors if they also knew of anyone who would be willing to go to the inquiry and speak on behalf of the village, preferably someone not on the Council.

Farmhouse – Update on maintenance of building

Jane Oldhouse and Lorraine Silk attended the meeting to discuss the Farmhouse.  Jane was introduced to the Parish Council as she has now taken over from Julian, who left in August.  Jane has worked in the Farmhouse for the last 4 years and Lorraine has also been a volunteer for some years.

MS referred to her report that was sent to the Parish Council prior to the meeting and informed them that a meeting was held at the Farmhouse, at the request of Jane, because of problems that had been found.  Firstly MS said how pleasantly surprised she was at the way the inside had been decorated.  It was a vast improvement from last year.

On inspection of the building it was found that the guttering had come away from the roof and the excess water was running down the walls, and plaster had now started peeling away from internal walls because of the damp.  Also the gas heaters needed to be looked at and it was agreed that these should be serviced.

MS then continued that she had been surprised that Jane did not know of the £4,000 the Parish Council pays towards the Farmhouse each year.  £2,000 being allocated for the running costs such as gas, electric, rates etc.  The remaining £2,000 for the youth workers to spend on the youth as they see fit.

Jane has now spoken with Geoff Redhead (head of the youth patch) and he has agreed for the Parish Council to see the accounts for the Farmhouse for the previous two years and if acceptable, the Parish Council will pay the £2,000 directly to the Farmhouse Youth Group. 

Before any of the internal work can be tackled the Clerk will need a set of keys for access to the building and Jane will be supplying these in the next couple of days.  Jane then showed the meeting a session plan for the year, which has been helped with the knowledge that they have the £2,000.  The Clerk also asked if Julian had purchased the television for the Farmhouse.  The reply was no.  They had been given an old television, which now does not work.

The Clerk explained that some time last year, it had been minuted after a meeting with Claire Thorby, that the Parish Council would donate £500 for items needed in the Farmhouse.  £150 had been spent on hiring a skip to dispose of the rubbish in the Farmhouse, and the remaining £350 had been allocated for the new television.  Obviously the television was never purchased so there is now a further £350 for them to use on equipment.

At this news, Jane was very happy and explained that they had changed the age limit for the Farmhouse.  Previously up to 18’s could attend, but they felt this age group was far too old as some younger members were feeling intimidated, so now the Farmhouse only serves the youth up to year 11 (16 years old).  It was mentioned however, that if any older teenagers wanted to join in then they could become volunteer youth workers and help at the Farmhouse.

Jane also informed the meeting that they are currently working on a new website with the youngsters and they are hoping to link this to other youth group websites within the County.

MS then discussed the issue of the Farmhouse only being open one night a week.  Lorraine reported that if they can prove they are successful with the new way of running the Farmhouse, then perhaps Geoff Redhead would consider funding to open a further night.  MS said that Parish Council would assist in any way possible to try to get the Farmhouse open for further sessions.  MS mentioned the Village Hall being happy to accommodate the youth and Lorraine felt this could be a possibility for a further session away from the Farmhouse.  They will discuss this issue at a later date.

MS then asked how the Massive Youth Project was coming along and, as a Trustee, BW replied that the bid for the funding of a permanent youth worker would be going in sometime during October and if successful funding would be available for a village based youth worker who would be working on a normal working week basis.

Finally, Jane handed out a Wish List, most of which would be easy to obtain on their behalf.  However, board games had been asked for and JDean suggested they put the wish list in the Bar Hill News, as many residents would perhaps be able to supply old board games or even old electronic games, as they did last year.  Jane thanked the Parish Council for their continued support and Jane and Lorraine then left the meeting.

Information Centre – Update

The Clerk has now received word that the Planning Application has gone to SCDC for the Information Centre site.

Vacancy for Co-Opted Parish Councillor

It was agreed that the remaining vacancy for a co-opted Parish Councillor would be advertised in the Bar Hill News and also in the Parish Council Office.
C

Melbourn Village College

On Monday of last week, while the play area inspector was inspecting the play area and making small repairs, a coach load of teenage students from Melbourn Village College descended upon the main play area and the young people started to use the equipment in a not too gentle manner.

Our inspector asked the teacher to remove the youngsters from the play area and explained the equipment was for the use of young children.  Because of this MS felt the need to write to the Headteacher of Melbourn Village College informing them of the money we have spent on the equipment and asking them to issue guidelines to any students who come to the village in the future.

6.0 
Reports

a) Cambridgeshire County Council (J Reynolds)

Unfortunately due to a prior engagement, JR was unable to attend the meeting.

b) Community Safety (K Misik)

Apologies for absence this evening but please find below the figures for the village over the last month.

There have been no incidents or crimes of note that have take place over the last month, with the exception of someone setting fire to a bin at Tesco Stores, and a person has been charged with this offence.

It has been mentioned in the past that people may be parking in Gladeside due to the new parking system at Tesco, so Kevin and Llian have looked at the area and there were a couple of vehicles which were from addresses in London but they were not committing offences, which means there is nothing the Police can do.

Kevin has spoken with the Forces Traffic Management Officer with regard to the possibility of a weight limit in the village re the lorries.  He did not sound to hopefully as they are normally put in place to reduce environmental damage to deal with lorries parking in an anti social manner.


Also Kevin spoke with the Head of the Primary School about the possibility of putting a "football" wall on the school field and she said that she would need to discuss the idea with the governors but she thinks it could be possible.

All seems to be going well.  Kevin has been seconded for the next 4 weeks to a Task Group in the city but Llian will still be around to deal with any urgent issues and Kevin will keep an eye on the village albeit from the city.



c) Residents’ Association (B Waters)

BW reported that the Firework display would be taking place, as usual, on Sunday 5th November.  The Fete Committee will be starting up again for the Fete next year.  SJ proposed that the Parish Council give their permission for the firework display on the village green and this was seconded by BB.  All in favour.  

d) Village Hall Management Committee (M Pope)

MP reported that the Pre-school is now open for business and they are very pleased with the result of their new premises.  There is a function on Saturday 30th September (the Cricket Club) and assurances have been given that everything will be finished by that date.

The official opening date for the Village Hall will be on Friday 3rd November starting at 12 noon and this will be followed by a Disco in the evening.  Official invitations will be sent out for the 3rd November in due course.

The Social Club opening will be Thursday 5th October which will be attended by all sponsors, donation givers, builders and any other official that has worked to get the building competed and this will be from 3pm to 8pm and then Friday 6th October will be open for business as usual.  Again invitations will be sent out for the Thursday function in due course.

The Village Hall AGM has been set for Monday 16th October at 7.30pm in the new Village Hall and all are welcome to attend.  It should be noted that the Residents Association have very kindly donated a contribution of £320.00 and this will purchase the water boiler for the kitchen.

e) Planning Committee (S Jenkins)

Bylaws – Although SJ had an old document stating that Bar Hill had a bylaw refusing any business, such as the sale of cars, unless a licence was obtained, SCDC had replied to our query that there was no such law.  However, there is national legislation that we could possibly act upon.  SJ has this document and will read through it and report back at the next Planning Meeting with her conclusions.

Goal Walls – K Misik reported that he would like to see a brick “goal wall” for the youth to use for football practice.  The Planning Committee had suggested the Skate Park, although an area would need to be levelled to accommodate a goal wall.  However, K Misik has spoken with the Primary School and they have agreed, in principle, for the wall to be located on the school playing field.  Lyn Whyte will let K Misik know the outcome of her meeting with the School Governors in due course.

A discussion then took place and it was felt that the school playing field, along with other green space in the village, would be an encroachment to residents properties and it was thought that the Skate Park would still be the best area.  However, we will wait until K Misik has had communication from the Primary School before any firm decision can be made. 

f) Tesco Liaison (B Burrage)

BB reported that he has been to see Tesco with regard to the trolleys being taken over the boundary line and coming in to the village once again.  Many areas in the red line system are not working.  This was 17 days ago and still the lines have not been fixed.  It was therefore agreed that the Clerk would send a letter to Tesco Head Office informing them of our dismay of the lines not being fixed.
C
g) Environment Committee (M Duce)


Due to there being no meeting there were no minutes.  However, it was reported that fly tipping was taking place at the recycling area.  It was requested that SCDC come to the site more often to clear up.  BW felt that if this area cannot be kept tidy then the Parish Council should campaign to have the recycling bins removed.
C
h) South Cambridgeshire District Council (B Waters/R Hall)

Gambling Act – SCDC has granted 450 applications for Temporary Event Notices.  The Council is much further forward in applying the act than most other councils and many are seeking its advice.

Local Involvement in Nature and Communities (LINC) – Since 1992 the Council has supported the Cambridge Green Belt Project, having generated local action for natural heritage conservation with parishes.  The Wildlife Trust has recently submitted a bid to the Lottery Fund for a 3-year project to progress the LINC project over the whole of Cambridgeshire.

Parish Tree Wardens – The Council is considering whether to appoint more Parish Tree Wardens who will inform Parish Councils and/or District Councils Trees and Landscape Officer on trees requiring attention.  They will also help to keep a database of trees subject to Tree Preservation Orders.

Criminal Record Bureau (CRB) checks – It has been recommended that all new Councillors should be subject to a standard CRB check and existing Councillors be encouraged to agree to one.

Quality Place To Live – According to a recent survey, residents of South Cambridgeshire enjoy a quality of life exceeded by only nine districts in the Home Counties, Hampshire and Dorset.  Factors taken in to account were employment, earnings, housing quality, traffic flows, crime, access to education and health.

Corporate Governance – Members of the Audit Commission will investigate the Council’s affairs early in October, interviewing senior Council Officers and portfolio holders.

Medium Term Financial Strategy – Savings of about half a million pounds a year are likely to be required during the next five years.  Most of this will be possible without reducing services.  Monies put aside for various purposes (such as IT) can now be reallocated to maintain services.  Although grants for community facilities will continue to be available, parishes may be required to pay more towards them.

i) School Governors Report 

BW reported that she has now become a School Governor and will be reporting in the future on the school activities.

7.0
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Reinstatement of grass - BB reported that a resident in Appletrees, who had an extension built some time ago, still needs to reinstate to the grassed area outside their property.  The Clerk will write a letter requesting this to be done.
C

Football Project - MD reported that he has now resigned from the Football Project Management Committee.  However, in view of B Howard’s involvement with football in the village he has very kindly volunteered to take MD’s place.

BH brought up the subject of insurance for the All Weather Sports Pitch as they had asked him to report back to the Parish Council on whether there was any flexibility for the Parish Council to contribute a small amount of money towards the next year’s insurance The Clerk reported that although the Parish Council agreed to pay the insurance until the end of September 2006, the policy actually runs until the end of March 2007, so they do have a further six months to run.

MS then explained the Parish Council only agreed to pay the first three years to enable them to become self-sufficient.  After three years in business they should have by now worked out their budgetary requirements to pay for their own insurance.

Date of Next Meeting.


There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.45pm.  The next full Parish Council Meeting will take place on Thursday 19th October 2006 at 7.00 p.m. in the Parish Council Office.

Signed ………………………………………………….. (Chair)   
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