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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Meeting held in The Parish Council Office

at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 19 October 2006


ACTION


1.0     Present: 
M Sellars
Chair
(MS)


L Baffa
Clerk
(LB)


B Burrage
Councillor
(BB)


J Dean
Councillor
(JDe)


J Doland
Councillor
(JDo)


M Duce
Councillor
(MD)


B Howard
Councillor
(BH)


G Spence
Councillor
(GS)


S Spence
Councillor
(SS)



B Waters
Councillor
(BW)


J York
Councillor
(JY)

Apologies: 
S Jenkins 
Vice-Chair
(SJ)


M Pope
Councillor
(MP)


R Hall
District Councillor


K Misik
Cambridgeshire Constabulary


J Reynolds
County Councillor

Visitors to Meeting

Captain & Mrs Cole and Mr and Mrs Driver attended the meeting to discuss the issue with the spine path that runs through to the end of Little Meadow and on to the perimeter road.

Captain Cole wanted the piece of land reinstated to a footpath to gain straight access to the road, as was originally shown on the definitive map from 1972.

MS replied quickly explained the situation to the rest of the Councillors that the original line of the footpath was diverted many years ago as it was felt too dangerous for young children going straight on to the perimeter road from the path, so the County Council diverted the path before the village was ever finished.  MS then said to Captain Cole that the Parish Council could not help them in this matter as the footpaths were the responsibility of the County Council and they diverted the path.

Mr Driver then interjected as he felt that the resident that had taken over the piece of land (originally designated for the path) should not have done so.  MS then replied that the Parish Council has no jurisdiction over the land as it was in the ownership of Wimpey (one of the developers of the village) and when the Planning Committee site inspected the area some time ago, all they could see was a very messy overgrown piece of land.

Captain Cole then asked if we had the Definitive Map and the Clerk replied that we have received a Map from the Definitive Map Department but it was an Ordnance Survey Map.  MS continued that she would not continue with this conversation, as they need to take up their grievance with the County Council.

The visitors then left the meeting.

2.0
To Approve Minutes of Parish Council Meeting on 20th September 2006:-

The Minutes for the Parish Council Meeting held on 20th September 2006 were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by SS and seconded by BW.  All in favour.

3.0
Matters Arising

Cancellation of late bus

JR had stated in one of his emails that the County Council had been nominated for a national bus award for bringing in bus-friendly measures.  MS felt that some residents in Bar Hill might find this hard to believe after we have had our late bus cancelled due to vandalism.

MS had spoken with JR and he had been in touch with the Bus Company who confirmed the late bus would not call in at Bar Hill for the foreseeable future.  MS informed the meeting that the Parish Council are allowed to pay for transport if they wished, although this would put the precept up quite considerably and thought that not enough people would use the bus to warrant this action.

MS then asked JDol for his opinion and he replied that the Parish Council should not have to pay for this service, but the Bus Company should either cancel all late buses or put the Bar Hill stop back on the schedule.

BW wanted to know if the Bus Company knew for a fact that it was Bar Hill residents that had vandalised the bus or was it just conjecture.  MS felt that we should revisit this subject next month so questions can be given to JR.

Storage Containers – Cricket/Football Club

JY had a meeting with the Football/Cricket Club and he informed the meeting that two containers are needed and they measure 8ft x 20ft each.  After measuring the site, two containers would fit quite well on the site, once the old prefabricated garage had been demolished.

With regard to the ground works, JY had spoken with Iain Martin, who said that the concrete sides of the original garage could be used as a base but there was a small amount of asbestos on the roof that would need to be disposed of.

Although the Football Club were happy with the container, the Cricket Club asked that their container needed to be lined, to protect the equipment in the winter months, when not in use.

The prices for the containers are as follows:-

One container = £995 + VAT

One lined container = £1925 + VAT.

Painting of the containers = £125 each

Cost of skip for rubbish removal = £125

Removal of asbestos = unknown at present.

MS then asked if there was still enough room for the Guide Association to use for their equipment and JY replied there was plenty of room in the Football Club containers for the Guides to use.

JDol then asked that as the amount now exceeds what the Parish Council has allocated, would the Cricket Club be willing to contribute towards the costs, such as paying the skip?  This was unknown but BB knew that they had very little money in their kitty.

MS asked that the Clerk write to the Cricket Club stating the extra costs now involved which is in excess of the £3,000 already allocated and if there would be any funding forthcoming from them.  BB felt that perhaps they could purchase the container without the lining and look into ways of lining the container themselves, as this would be cheaper to do.
C
Letter to Tesco – Trolleys, Broken cable line and Signage

BB was angered that Tesco Head Office had still not replied to the letter the Clerk had sent about the abovementioned topics.  He felt that we should write to Tesco and inform them of our intention to narrow the road, thereby stopping any large vehicles from using the road.

MS felt that we need to get our facts correct before we write to Tesco, although MS mentioned that under the new Anti-Social Behaviour Act, we could act against Tesco with their trolleys littering the village.  It was therefore agreed that the Clerk would write to CALC and ask about the trolleys and if they can be classed as litter or fly tipping.
C

4.0
Clerk/Treasurers Report

a) Correspondence received this month

	A
	Co-Option of Parish Councillor

A letter has been received from Mr Barry Dean, applying for the Post of Co-Opted Parish Councillor.  We have only received one application, so if no others arrive by 27th October, the Clerk shall invite Mr Dean to our next Parish Council meeting, after sending him all the relevant documentation.

 
	C

	B
	Royal British Legion

A letter requested a donation for their annual Poppy Appeal has been received from the Royal British Legion.  It was mentioned that £150 was donated last year and therefore BB proposed that we donate £150 again this year and this was seconded by JDean.  All in favour. (MD abstained because of declaration of interest).

 
	C

	C
	Email from Helene Davies on Fly-Posting and Litter Collecting

Helene Davies has emailed the Clerk with regard to the large posters displayed on the large roundabout of the village, advertising their Nearly New Sale.

This poster was still in evidence several weeks after the event and eventually Helene collected the poster, that had by this time been crumpled to mulch and she disposed of this.  Could the school be sent a letter to ask that if they put posters up, then they must remove after the event has taken place.

Also she had an altercation with the Manager of the Fox.  He stated that she was picking up litter from their property.  She would like to establish who owns the piece of land in front of the Public House.  The Parish Council seemed to think the County Council and not the Fox Public House owned this and the Clerk will pass on this information to her.


	C

C

	F


	Over Day Care Centre

A letter has been received requesting a donation to the Over Day Care Centre, as they now have 13 clients from Bar Hill, who use the Centre on a daily basis.  This subject was discussed at length.  It was generally felt that an annual donation should be given to the Centre, but unfortunately as we have already set this budget we cannot donate a great deal.

MS therefore proposed that we donate £200 this year only with a view to looking at the subject again and perhaps putting it into our annual budget.  The Clerk would need to stipulate that this donation would be towards transport costs, as we are unable to donate for any other reason because the organization is not village run.  This was seconded by JDol. For = 8.  Abstained = 2 (BW and JDean declared an interest).  Motion passed.


	C

	G
	Proposed Registration Service Improvements

MS had summarised the original letter from the above and a hand out was given to Councillors to look at.  MS went through the items one by one and all were agreed.


	


Accounts

b)
Outstanding Accounts for Approval

The Clerk went through the accounts for October.  The monthly expenditure report was proposed as a true record by BH and seconded by MD.  All in favour.

The Clerk went through the cheques to be paid in October. The cheques for approval were proposed by BB and seconded by GS.  All in favour.

The correspondence and accounts are available to view

in the Parish Council Office, Hanover Close, Off Viking Way, Bar Hill
5.0 Chairs Report

Information Centre – update

The Planning Committee passed the plans for the new Information center site last week and hopefully we will be hearing very shortly.

Lone Worker Policy

MS had sent a proposal for a Lone Worker Policy to the Councillors prior to the meeting.  Since then the Clerk has received an email from CALC outlining criteria that should be included.  Most of these had already been included but she felt that the following should be included:-

“Manual tasks, such as moving furniture, should not be attempted when alone.  Always make sure there is someone with you to avoid injury”.

Also MS would like to include the following:-

· Step 1 = Identify the hazards

· Step 2 = Decide who might be harmed ands how

· Step 3 = Evaluate the risks and decide on precautions

· Step 4 = Record your findings and implement them

· Step 5 = Review your assessment and update if necessary

MS then asked if we needed a panic button?  The Clerk felt this was unnecessary but it was generally felt that two personal alarms should be purchased.  We should have one alarm for the main office, and the other to be fitted in the meeting room.  JDol mentioned that a personal alarm could be done through Dent Security and it was agreed that the Clerk would contact Dent Security and ask them for further details on personal alarms.
C

There are at present 5 key holders.  The names of these key holders should be lodged with our local Police.  MS will take these comments away and draw up a new Policy for Lone Working and will bring to the next Parish Council Meeting for approval.

Policy Document Review (please bring your policy document file to the meeting)

· Equal Opportunities Policy – reviewed and agreed on 19th October 2006

· Health & Safety Policy - reviewed and agreed on 19th October 2006

· Parish Owned Walls & Fences - reviewed and agreed on 19th October 2006

· Duty to promote Race Equality - reviewed and agreed on 19th October 2006

· Standing Orders & Chairmanship - reviewed and agreed on 19th October 2006

· Financial Regulations - reviewed and agreed on 19th October 2006

6.0 
Reports

a) South Cambridgeshire District Council (B Waters)

Planning Inspectors will be meeting on Monday 23rd October to discuss the plans for the Information center site.  BW is confident that these will be passed without any problems.

b) Cambridgeshire County Council (J Reynolds)

Unfortunately due to a prior engagement, JR was unable to attend the meeting.

c) Community Safety (K Misik)

K Misik was unable to attend due to being seconded to Cambridge City for 4 weeks, however the Clerk had been in contact with the PCSO, Llian Cole) and she and the Clerk has arranged for a Little Meadow Residents Meeting to be held in the Parish Council Office on 22nd November as they have no Neighbourhood Watch scheme at present, and in view of the anti-social behaviour they have been experiencing, it was felt that we could achieve more by having residents all together.

The Clerk also reported anti-social behaviour by the cycle path to Dry Drayton and Llian has been informed of this and she will ensure that extra patrols are done in this area at night.

d) Residents’ Association (B Waters)

There will be the usual bucket collection on Firework Night and the takings will be sent to a charitable organisation to be named at a later date.  There have been two resignations from the Residents Association, unfortunately one of them being Martin Avery as Editor.

e) Village Hall Management Committee (M Pope)

In the absence of MP, BB read out the report.  The AGM was held in the new Village Hall on Monday 16th October at 7.30pm.  Unfortunately, it was poorly attended with only 8 people present.

There were brief reports from the Chairman, Treasurer and Secretary as well as from the Football Club, Cricket Club, Social Club and Bingo.

A new Committee was formed by re-electing the previous Committee en-bloc.  The Officers will continue to be Iain Martin as Chair, Brian Burrage as Vice-Chair, Helen Gordon as Treasurer and Leigh Baffa as Secretary.  Others elected on the night were Alan Hewings, Paul Stimpson, Anne Sweeney,  Mervyn Pope, Janet Shanahan and Roger Hall.

The new Committee thought that it was important to increase the size of the Committee in terms of both user representatives and independent members and will be advertising vacancies in the Bar Hill News.  Following the AGM there was a short Committee Meeting at which the main topic was the hire charges for the changing rooms.

f) Planning Committee (S Jenkins)

Viking Way

As minuted in the Planning Committee Minutes, the Parish Council is trying to find ways to afford to keep Viking Way maintained.  This was then discussed at length looking at the various options open to the Parish Council.

BB felt that the original road narrowing idea was still good but because of the expense we could use bollards along the road, giving the same effect as road narrowing but a great deal cheaper.  Also yellow lines should still be an option.

Comments were asked for and BH commented that Church members sometimes had to use Viking Way to park on Sundays but it was agreed that we could not differentiate between who used the road.  It was all or nothing.  There would still be car parking spaces close to the Health Centre, which would alleviate some of the parking problems, especially at weekends.

It was therefore agreed that the Clerk would obtain quotations for bollards to be placed along Viking Way.
C
Also mentioned was the signage.  Although JR had not yet replied to her letter about village signage, he had spoken with her briefly in the office a couple of weeks ago and said that the County Council would still be supplying main signage but all extras (and this would include the sign already in place at Gladeside, as we want the wording changed) would be at the expense of the Parish Council.

Signage would need to be added to our budget for the year 2007/2008 and MS thought this a good time to arrange the Budget Meeting.  It was agreed that the meeting would take place at 7.00pm, before the Environment Meeting, on Wednesday 1st November 2006.

g) Tesco Liaison (B Burrage)

Tesco had already been discussed under matters arising.
h) Environment Committee (M Duce)

MD reported that it had been agreed at the last Environment Meeting that we would spend some of the Environment funding on having the Tree Survey updated.  The Clerk will arrange to have this done after the New Year.
C

i) School Governors Report 

No report this month but BW has been nominated as the new LEA Governor.  The School had mentioned there being a problem with parking at the hammerhead and thought it could have something to do with the new Post Office. However, Councillors felt this was not a problem because of the Post Office as this has been ongoing long before the Post Office opened.

Also the Clerk mentioned the children’s bikes parked indiscriminately outside the Library.  Before it was not a problem but now the Post Office is open all day, every day, some of the bikes are obstructing the automatic doors and this causes problems with the elderly trying to use the Library or Post Office.  The Clerk will write to the School and ask if they can send a letter home to all parents about the bikes. 
C

JDean suggested that we put some designated bike racks, perhaps near the bollards on the school playing field for the children to use.  The Clerk will include this in her letter and see if they could contribute to this expense.

7.0
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Farmhouse – BB has now been given new keys for the Farmhouse so the Clerk can now get the work organised but the Clerk will still need the authorisation code for the security system before she enters the building.

Viking Way – BB reported that the new company AST, has a mountain of cardboard boxes on their car park and especially with Firework Night approaching, perhaps they should be sent a letter to ask for these to be removed.
C
Garden Party at Buckingham Palace – MD has requested that he be nominated for the Garden Party next year, and this was agreed.

Colts Football Club – BH has requested the annual letter to the Chair of the Colts Football Club reminding them that the children should not be cleaning their muddy football boots of the main spine path.  Please can they leave the mud on the field, as when wet the paths are becoming very slippery.
C
Litter – BW reported that we should all shred everything, not just for security purposes, but if letters are put in the rubbish bins and they are then taken by vandals to be spread about, then the letter will stand as evidence with SCDC and they could prosecute under the new laws.

Bar Hill Massive Youth Project – BW reported that the Massive Youth Project has just put in its first funding bid for a new Youth Officer and she will keep the council informed of the progress.

Quality Parish Councils – MS reported that the Clerk has agreed to apply for this title.  Quality Parish Council seems to have more powers where planning and other matters are concerned.  There is a lot of work for the Clerk to do, but most of it is already on file, within the office, and she will need to put the work together in a portfolio to show how we operate as a Parish Council.  

Date of Next Meeting.


There being no further business the meeting closed at 10.00pm.  The next full Parish Council Meeting will take place on Thursday 16th November 2006 at 7.00 p.m. in the Parish Council Office.

Signed ………………………………………………….. (Chair)   
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