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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Meeting held in The Parish Council Office

at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 16 November 2006


ACTION


1.0     Present: 
M Sellars
Chair
(MS)


S Jenkins 
Vice-Chair
(SJ)


L Baffa
Clerk
(LB)


B Burrage
Councillor
(BB)


B Dean
Councillor
(BD)


J Doland
Councillor
(JDo)


M Duce
Councillor
(MD)


B Howard
Councillor
(BH)


M Pope
Councillor
(MP)


G Spence
Councillor
(GS)


S Spence
Councillor
(SS)



B Waters
Councillor
(BW)


J York
Councillor
(JY)


R Hall
District Councillor

Apologies: 
J Dean
Councillor
(JDe)


K Misik
Cambridgeshire Constabulary


J Reynolds
County Councillor

The Chairperson welcomed Barry Dean to the Parish Council meeting.  He has been co-opted as a Parish Councillor and we now have a full committee.

2.0
To Approve Minutes of Parish Council Meeting on 19th October 2006:-

The Minutes for the Parish Council Meeting held on 19th October 2006 were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by BW and seconded by MD.  All in favour.

To Approve Minutes of Special Meeting on 1st November 2006-

The Minutes for the Special Meeting held on 1st November 2006, to discuss the precept for the next financial year were read and approved as a true record.  The Clerk has now reviewed the figures for salaries and this has been increased by £1,000 to take in to account a 3% pay increase next April.  Therefore the total amount of precept requested for next year will be £86,640.  This amount was proposed by SJ and seconded by JDol.  All in favour.

3.0
Matters Arising

Cancellation of late bus

Due to the absence of JR the Parish Council were not able to receive the answers they wanted with regard to solving the problem of the cancellation of the late bus.

JR had stated that this latest action would be reviewed at the County Council in March 2007.  However, JDol proposed that as the late bus has to come through Bar Hill to get over the flyover for Longstanton, it could stop at the Information Centre site, and we could have a police presence there.  The bus could then go straight round the roundabout and out of the village, without having to stop at any further bus stops.  This proposal was then amended to the bus stopping at the flyover bus stop, thereby missing the village totally and this was seconded by BW.  All in favour.

It was agreed that the Clerk should write to JR and ask if this proposal can be looked at and also send a copy to the Police Authority asking for their views.
C

4.0
Clerk/Treasurers Report

a) Correspondence received this month

	B
	SCDC – Recycling Centre at Tesco

The Clerk has had a reply from SCDC after requesting they increase their site visits to clear up the area but they have said they do not have the resources to do this more than twice a week.

MP said that the village is very active in trying to recycle, but it would be more beneficial if they had a doorstep collection for plastics.  BW replied this would not be possible.  It has nothing to do with resources, but the location of where the plastics have to go after collection.

JDol felt that we already have a facility in the village and everybody should be using it.

 
	

	E
	Bar Hill Cricket Club

A letter has been received back from the Cricket Club confirming that they are happy to let the Parish Council purchase an unlined container, thereby keeping the price down.

JY will give the details to the Clerk on where to purchase the containers in the next couple of days, so they can be ordered.  The Clerk also needs to arrange for the old prefabricated garage to be demolished (I Martin said that the walls of the garage could be recycled into use as the foundations for the new containers).


	C


Accounts

b)
Outstanding Accounts for Approval

The Clerk went through the accounts for November.  The monthly expenditure report was proposed as a true record by MP and seconded by JY.  All in favour.

The Clerk went through the cheques to be paid in November. The cheques for approval were proposed by BH and seconded by SJ.  All in favour.

The correspondence and accounts are available to view

in the Parish Council Office, Hanover Close, Off Viking Way, Bar Hill
5.0 Chairs Report

Lone Worker Policy

The Lone Worker Policy has now been completed and with the new additions this was accepted.  Proposed by SJ and seconded by BB.  All in favour.

6.0 
Reports

a) School Governors Report (B Waters)

BW has now completed her Training as a LEA Governor but the next meeting for the School Governors will be 12th December so she had nothing further to report.

b) South Cambridgeshire District Council (R Hall)

Boxworth Wind Farm inquiry - This took place recently and the inspector is aiming to be able to submit his conclusions on 9th December. The appellant’s solicitor failed to question many of the points put forward by the StoptheWindFarm group and SCDC: in particular, he did not question the case I put forward pointing out that the wind farm was likely to result in an increase of accidents along the upgraded A14 which would jeopardise traffic leaving and entering Bar Hill and Lolworth. The appellant’s solicitor was far from convincing (relying basically on the argument that wind energy is needed and should be installed on this site at any price) while that of the Council’s barrister summed up all the arguments why, even though there is a need for renewable energy, the case for a wind farm at Boxworth is not sustainable. 
 
Lolworth Post Office - Unfortunately, the Post Office in Lolworth will close shortly.  As most of you know, Bar Hill was in a similar position less than eighteen months ago. This September, a new post office opened in the library (the post master being Mr Hari Parekh) made possible by the unstinting efforts by Bunty.
  

Northstowe - As reported in the Cambridge Evening News the Minister (Yvette Cooper, a Minister of State in the same Department as Baroness Andrews) stepped in to avert a crisis over Northstowe. For several weeks before seeking the extra funding from the Government, the Council had been exploring with the City and County Councils partnership arrangements by which this can be achieved. The Government simply stated that extra funding might be available as a result.

  
The ‘Medium Term Financial Strategy’ -  The Council, shortly, will have to decide on their proposal up to the year 2011/12. Savings of £1,133 million have been identified for next year, none of which will result in a reduction in services. These savings, in part, will have to be made to make away for a growth in spending of £400,000 needed in 2007/08. The alternative would have been a large budget deficit at the end of the decade.  These figures assume that Council Tax will increase by no more than 4.9% each year and the Government’s Revenue Support Grant will go up by 3.5% per year.

 
Tree Wardens - South Cambridgeshire is one of the least wooded districts in the country. For many years, it has given support to volunteer Tree Wardens. These tree wardens help to develop the Tree Preservation Order review now being undertaken and liaising between parishes with regard to tree-planting schemes

 
Population - The population of South Cambridgeshire has increased from 130,500 in 2001 to 136,500 in 2005.  (Cambridge City an increase from 109,500 to 111,000 and East Cambridgeshire from 70,900 to 75,500.)  South Cambridgeshire, however, will bear the brunt of a massive population increase with the building of 20,000 dwellings in the period 1999 to 2016 (4,400 of these will be on the edge of Cambridge, 6,000 in Northstowe and 9,600 elsewhere).

 
c) Cambridgeshire County Council (J Reynolds)

Due to his absence there was nothing to report.

d) Community Safety (K Misik)

In his absence he had emailed his report and clerk read it out as follows:-

There have been 22 reported crimes over the last month none of particular note the only trend is that of vehicle crime in the area of Tesco and the hotel.  There have been 80 reported incidents over the relevant time 14 of which have been for ASB most of which has been minor in nature.

There has been a decrease in reported ASB in the Little Meadow area, and there has been a meeting set up by Llian and the Clerk to set up a Neighbourhood Watch Scheme in the area.

There have been a couple attempted break-ins in the area of Viking Way and Llian is currently planning to try to set up a business watch in the area.

The ASB task group at south Cambs has looked at the issue of lorries parking in the Trafalgar Way and there is now a number of different agency's looking at different ways to attempt to address the problem.

The DPPO has now been in place for 6 months and the force is starting to analysis the success of the order.

e) Residents’ Association (R Hall)

There will be two committee members leaving at the AGM in January and Martin Avery will be staying on as Editor but the system that is currently being used will change slightly.  All the Fete Day profits have been spent leaving very little in the kitty.

MS asked RH about whether the Residents Association would be considering a colour copier, to “jazz up” the current Bar Hill News.  BW said that this had not been thought about recently and she would bring it up at the next Committee Meeting.

f) Village Hall Management Committee (M Pope)

The November meeting for the Management Committee is 20th November but one positive piece of news to report is that the Official Opening of the Village Hall on Friday 3rd November was a great success.  There was lots of publicity for the village, especially with BBC Radio Cambridgeshire broadcasting their morning show live from the Village Hall.

g) Planning Committee (S Jenkins)

The Burger Van - This was discussed and although the licence is current, it was felt that the van could be moved to a better location, such as Trafalgar Way.  No residents have put complaints in to SCDC about the Burger Van, and MS asked MD who lives in Gladeside, if he could inform the residents of the street that if they wish to have it removed from this location, then they need to object directly to SCDC.

Information Centre - RH informed the meeting that the Planning Application for the Information Centre Site has been passed by SCDC.  This was very welcome news and it was agreed that the Clerk would now write to our Solicitors to make sure we have in writing the agreement on access.  The Clerk will also write to Bill Miller and give him the go ahead for putting the job out to tender.  It was also agreed that a short note to Noyes & Noyes would be sent giving him the necessary information.
C
Viking Way – MS read out a letter that was being sent to our Solicitor about looking at the provisions in the tenant’s leases to see if we can make a small charge on using Viking Way.  Also the letter was read out, addressed to all the business units, informing them of our intentions.  Apart from a small change to one paragraph it was agreed these letters should be sent. 
C

h) Tesco Liaison (B Burrage)

BB and Alan Choate had a meeting with two members of staff this morning to talk about the problems with the trolleys and also the roads being churned by their delivery lorries.  They have asked Noyes & Noyes for permission to erect a sign and after contacting the County Council permission has been given.  BB was informed that a sign had been ordered but as yet has not been delivered for installation so this will be chased up.

They were informed that the cabelling had been fixed so trolleys should not now leave the site, but BB checked after leaving the meeting and the cabelling system was still broken, so he will let them know.

Trish from Tesco called the Head Office, while BB was present and they informed her that they have never received the letter that the Clerk sent on 26th September complaining about the state of the roads, lack of signage and also the ongoing trolley problem.  She gave the Clerk the fax number for the head office and the letter was faxed over this morning.

It was agreed at the meeting that there seems to be a lack of communication and all BB is asking for that we keep talking to try to keep problems down to a minimum.

BW asked BB if they had told him of the correspondence they have received from Mr Stinton of the County Council about the lorry problems, kerbs and signs but he said this was not mentioned.

i) Environment Committee (M Duce)

As discussed at the Environment Meeting, the Parish Council warmly welcomed the Tree Planting Scheme.  This will take place after the Tree Survey has been done in the New Year.  It was agreed that a piece be put ion the Bar Hill News asking residents if they would like to sponsor a tree in the village.
C
The Clerk mentioned that she has received communication from SCDC on the amount of trees that have preservation orders on them.  There are far more than she realised and we will need to be careful in the future when making decisions to fell trees.

The Clerk agreed to have the hedging removed to the rear of 7 Acorn Avenue, although on Parish Council, the owners of the property, who have since left the area, planted them.
C
7.0
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Poppy Appeal

MD informed the meeting that they have received a grand total of £5,460 for the Poppy Day Appeal and this is the best yet.  MD also thanked the new Postmaster for his continued help in taking all the sacks of small change.

Post Office

BW mentioned that the County Council has ordered the sign for the Post Office, but as yet this has not materialised.

Environmental Issues

SS reported that rubbish such as kitchen furniture and other household waste has appeared close to 51 Oatlands Avenue.  A letter needs to be sent for this to be removed.
C

Also a tree has been taken down and the green waste has been dumped from the back garden of 32 Oatlands Avenue and on to Parish Council land, again a letter will be sent.
C
Firework Night

RH reported that the bucket collection on Firework night raised £460.  £300 will be sent to the Friends of the Rosie and the remainder will be sent to St. Johns Ambulance.

Date of Next Meeting.


There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.05pm.  The next full Parish Council Meeting will take place on Thursday 21st December 2006 at 7.00 p.m. in the Parish Council Office.

Signed ………………………………………………….. (Chair)   
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