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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Meeting held in The Parish Council Office

at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 21 December 2006


ACTION


1.0     Present: 
M Sellars
Chair
(MS)


S Jenkins 
Vice-Chair
(SJ)


L Baffa
Clerk
(LB)


B Burrage
Councillor
(BB)


B Dean
Councillor
(BD)


J Dean
Councillor
(JDe)


J Doland
Councillor
(JDo)


M Duce
Councillor
(MD)


B Howard
Councillor
(BH)


M Pope
Councillor
(MP)


G Spence
Councillor
(GS)


S Spence
Councillor
(SS)



B Waters
Councillor
(BW)

Apologies: 
J York
Councillor
(JY)


R Hall
District Councillor


K Misik
Cambridgeshire Constabulary


J Reynolds
County Councillor

2.0
To Approve Minutes of Parish Council Meeting on 16th November 2006:-

The Minutes for the Parish Council Meeting held on 16th November 2006 were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by MP and seconded by BW.  All in favour.

3.0
Matters Arising

Cancellation of late bus

The Clerk had spoken with John Reynolds some weeks go and asked if he could go back to the bus company and request that the late bus stop on the flyover, thereby bypassing the village totally but still enabling Bar Hill residents to disembark for the village.  

Containers for the Football/Cricket Club

The Clerk will be organising this to be done in January as she has to co-ordinate the builder to demolish the existing garage beforehand and the time scale is quite limited as the equipment already being stored will have to go in to the new containers almost immediately.
C

4.0
Clerk/Treasurers Report

a) Correspondence received this month

	A


	Application for financial assistance from Cambridgeshire Police (The Bobby Scheme)

An application for financial assistance for victims of burglary and crime from Cambridgeshire Police has been received and this was discussed.  It was felt that as 38 homes, mainly for elderly residents in Bar Hill, have been helped by the charitable trust the Parish Council would like to contribute towards it but unfortunately the budget has already been set for the next financial year and more information would be needed before a decision could be made.

BB therefore proposed that we write and get more information such as who needs the help, and how contact is made.  Also it may be helpful if they could send a representative to our next Parish Council meeting and talk about their work.  Possible funding could be met from the new budget item designated for the elderly.  This was seconded by MS.  All in favour.


	C

	C
	SCDC - Mutual Exchanges and S106 Restrictions

This letter was sent to the Parish Council prior to the meeting and the contents being on the subject of council house exchanges and the time involved in helping people to exchange was agreed and the Clerk shall write to SCDC with the Council’s views.


	C

	D
	SCDC -Licencing of Large Events

This was a circular letter sent to all Parish’s and although the Council need do nothing further but keep the letter on file it was agreed a copy should be sent to organisations in the village that organise large events such as the Residents Association, Football and Cricket Clubs and the Village Hall Management Committee. 


	C

	F
	Email from M Boughton-Fox about the Information Centre Site

This was an email that has been sent to the Bar Hill News for publication.  Many of the questions we cannot answer until the plans go to tender but as the next issue of the Bar Hill News is not until February by then we may well have some answers to publish.


	

	G
	Reply from Tesco Headquarters

Reply to our letter about the Tesco trolleys in the village and also the signage required for their vehicles missing the Viking Way turn off has now been received and they have assured us that the loop that keeps the trolleys on their site has now been fixed (although BB has been to the site and tried a couple of trolleys and they have still gone over the red line).  Also they have instructed Tesco Stores to erect a directional sign for their drivers coming to the village.

It was agreed therefore that a further letter would be sent asking when the sign would be erected and to inform them that the loop system was still faulty.


	C

	H
	Quotation from Gawn Associates for the Information Centre Site for structural design services

This is a standard quotation which should be part of the capital put aside for the new building, therefore the quotation was agreed and a letter would be sent to Gawn Associates and Bill Miller to confirm and also to ensure this quotation will be part of the allocated funding.


	C

	J
	Request for a donation towards Victim Support (Cambridge & Ely)

The Parish Council refused the request for a donation as this is not a village run organisation and under the Parish Council’s policy this organisation does not meet with its criteria.


	C

	K
	Ginn & Co - Proposed lease for Peter Lane & Partners and access to Information Centre Site

This letter was read out and BB proposed that we inform our Solicitors that the named tenants may not necessarily be the tenants that will rent the building from the Parish Council, as no agreements have yet been signed.  Also the Solicitors need to make sure they have the correct name for the Hotel, as they referred to the Hotel in the letter as the Moat House and not Menzies.  This was seconded by MP.  For = 9.  Abstained = 3 (MS/SJ/MD).  Motion carried.


	C

	L
	Letter from Bill Miller Architects on the Information Centre Site

A letter has been received from Bill Miller Architects explaining possible extra expenditure on the Information Centre Site (this would bring the total commitment up by £16k).  This was discussed at length and the Council was perplexed, as Bill Miller has known from the beginning of this project that there was a set amount allocated to this project.  Therefore MS proposed that the Clerk write a letter to Bill Miller and explain yet again that the £164,000 is the bottom line figure and there is no extra funding available.


	C


Accounts

b)
Outstanding Accounts for Approval

The Clerk went through the accounts for December.  The monthly expenditure report was proposed as a true record by JDol and seconded by BB.  All in favour.

The Clerk went through the cheques to be paid in December. The cheques for approval were proposed by MP and seconded by BH.  All in favour.

The correspondence and accounts are available to view

in the Parish Council Office, Hanover Close, Off Viking Way, Bar Hill
5.0 Chairs Report

Village Hall Update – MP and MS

MP reported that there have been two meeting of the Management Committee since our last meeting.  Discussions have taken place about snagging issues (jobs still to be done) regarding the building.  Also hire charges have been discussed and also the usage of the changing rooms by the Football and Cricket Clubs.  Also they are in discussion with SCDC about using the Village Hall as the Polling Station for future elections.

Due to the snagging list being incomplete the Building Inspector from SCDC will not sign off the building as complete.  Once these issues have been rectified the remaining £5,000 still owing on the grant from SCDC will be paid to the Management Committee.

The Fire Officer has been to inspect the building and this has been passed.  We were told that a maximum of 80 people could use the small hall with a maximum of 200 for the large hall.  The Management Committee recommended at their last meeting that a maximum of 200 people would be allowed for both large and small hall combined.

The Treasurer of the Management Committee has been asked for more detailed monthly accounting figures and the first instalment of the repayment for the loan to the Parish Council will be paid at the end of this month.

MS then reported that there was a meeting in November between MS, SJ, the Clerk, Iain Martin and Brian Burrage; this was merely a courtesy meeting to keep the Parish Council up to date on the current events of the Village Hall.

Personal Alarm for Parish Council Office

Dent Security has site visited the Parish Council Office and have now sent in a quotation for alarms to be situated in the meeting room, the Clerk’s Office and a light at the door entrance, at a price of £1,072.00 and a further annual cost of £320 for monitoring and maintenance.

The Clerk felt this system was too large for their needs and MS felt we needed to have something between what we already have in place and the work they have quoted for.  It was therefore agreed that the Clerk would write back to Dent, along with two other Security Companies and ask for a further quotation on an alarm system that would be workable.
C

Viking Way - Update

At recent Planning Committee meetings this subject has been of great importance with the Clerk writing to all the units in Viking Way asking if they could come up with suggestions on how we would be able to obtain funding to have this road repaired/resurfaced.  Many replies have come back and these were sent to the Councillors prior to the meeting.

The Clerk had found, in the Viking Way file, minutes from a meeting held between the Parish Council and Tesco whereby they agreed to maintain the part of Viking Way where their large vehicles travel to the delivery depot.  After further discussion it was agreed that the Clerk would write to Tesco Headquarters and send them a copy of the minutes and request this part of the road be repaired as a matter of urgency as this has now become a health and safety issue.
C
The Planning Committee would again inspect this road to search for other ways to improve it, and access to and from it. 
6.0 
Reports

a) Environment Committee (M Duce)

Although there was no meeting in December the Clerk informed the meeting that she had a site visit to Thruffle Way and felt that three of the large Oak Trees that back on to 14 Thruffle Way could be reduced in size to match the existing trees in the area as she felt they were overbearing to the property.  It was agreed that this would be looked at in the spring and possibly have some work done once our budget for next year has been received. 
C
b) School Governors Report (B Waters)

BW attended the annual nativity play, which was delightful.  They are now hoping to have school meals prepared on the premises and a cook has been lined up for the job and this should start sometime next year.

c) South Cambridgeshire District Council (R Hall)

Bar Hill now has an excellent Village Hall appropriate to its needs. Our Member of Parliament, Andrew Lansley will be holding one of his surgeries in Bar Hill on 15th December. Consultations with him are by appointment, made on (01954) 212707. My colleagues and I will also be present in the building should any ‘local’ advice or information be required.

 

Another local success-story has been the re-location of the post office in the library. Increasing numbers of people from outside the village are now using it. We are at present in contact with Tesco’s so that their customers too will use the post office as well as visit the store.

 

Heavy Goods Vehicles arriving in Bar Hill are causing problems. Several of these find their way to, or hover around residential areas, unable to locate the unofficial lorry park in Trafalgar Way.

We are in touch with the police and Environmental Health Officers regarding reports of illicit activity in this area and sightings of rats attracted by discarded food.

Tesco have agreed to provide clearer information to delivery drivers to find their way to the unloading bays at the back of their store.  The question of reducing the speed limit around the Perimeter Road will be discussed in the near future. Residents’ views regarding this will be welcomed. 

 

I supported the placing of a ‘Designated Public Places Order’ to counteract unrestrained and illegal consumption of alcohol in Bar Hill. This was partly induced by those coming in from other villages. The effect has been quieter Friday and Saturday evenings and a reduction in anti-social behaviour in the village, particularly around Tesco.

 

It is, perhaps, not widely known that the proposed Boxworth Wind Farm (sixteen wind turbines, a hundred metres high) would be visible from the village and from some residents’ bedroom windows. A public enquiry took place recently, and the inspector’s report should be known by the time you receive this letter. A development of this size is, of course, completely unacceptable to the people of Boxworth, and the portents for its rejection look promising.

  

Despite an excellent daytime bus service into Cambridge, many residents, when departing from home in the early morning or returning in late evening, are obliged to use their cars. Proposed Road Congestion charges in and around Cambridge are, therefore, of concern. The same applies to Lolworth, which does not even have a daytime bus service! 

 

On the positive side, members of local district councils and of the County Council have introduced free bus travel throughout the county for those over sixty after Government grants would have made this possible in some districts and not at all in others such as South Cambridgeshire.

 

Proposals for the upgrading of the A14 have recently received another setback, but its opening should still be no later than 2015. This will be after several thousand houses in Northstowe have been built and, inevitably, increased congestion on the A14 will result. On the other hand, the upgrading of the A428 is running three months’ ahead of schedule, but whether this is maintained depends on the weather during the next few months.  

 

d) Cambridgeshire County Council (J Reynolds)

Due to his absence no report was given.

e) Community Safety (K Misik)

In his absence he had emailed his report and clerk read it out as follows:-

There have been 20 reported crimes in the village over the last month.  Most of these crimes have taken place in the industrial area of the village.  One of these resulted in a forklift truck being stolen and burnt out on the ring road.  7 of the offences have been involving theft of or
from Cars this is a bit troubling but we have been patrolling the village in an attempt to deter or detect these offences.

There have been around 60 incidents reported in the village but none have been of a major nature.  The ASB task group has been looking at the issue of lorries in Trafalgar way and has hit what can only be called a brick wall from other agencies in regard to help to deal with the problems.  The attitude of most of them is that we just have to live with the issue!  I will continue to look at the problem.

There have also been historically reports of 'ladies of the night' plying their trade in the area.  In light of the Ipswich murders if anyone has any information about this I would be very happy to receive it.


f) Residents’ Association (R Hall)

At the last meeting only three residents attended, so nothing of importance was discussed.

 

 
g) Village Hall Management Committee (M Pope)

This has already been discussed under Chair’s Report.

h) Planning Committee (S Jenkins)

The request from Domino was discussed and it was agreed that the Clerk would site visit the area with the County Council Access Team to establish who owns this land.  If this is Parish Council then the Planning Committee will site visit and discuss at a future Planning Committee meeting. 
C

Due to there being no Planning Meeting next Thursday, plans for an extension at 76 Field View were looked at and discussed.  The Clerk has had two of their neighbours in the office to look at the plans and they had no objections to the extension so the Parish Council agreed the plans.

i) Tesco Liaison (B Burrage)

The trolley situation was briefly discussed and BB agreed to visit Tesco with his findings that the loop was still not working properly.

7.0
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

JDol reported that the road leading to Trafalgar Way is starting to break up due to the misuse of the road and parking on the verges by heavy vehicles.  JDol therefore would like to ask J Reynolds, at our next meeting, if something could be done as a matter of urgency.

BW indicated that lorry drivers are abusing our village and heavy vehicles using Tesco as a lunch stop were parking inappropriately.

MP reported that CAMFLATS have erected a sign To Let for properties in Hillcrest.  He would obtain the telephone number and the Clerk will contact them to have the sign removed.
C
Date of Next Meeting.


There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.10pm.  The next full Parish Council Meeting will take place on Thursday 18th January 2007 at 7.00 p.m. in the Parish Council Office.

Signed ………………………………………………….. (Chair)   
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