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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Meeting held in The Parish Council Office

at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 19 January 2007


ACTION


1.0     Present: 
M Sellars
Chair
(MS)


S Jenkins 
Vice-Chair
(SJ)


L Baffa
Clerk
(LB)


B Burrage
Councillor
(BB)


B Dean
Councillor
(BD)


J Doland
Councillor
(JDo)


M Duce
Councillor
(MD)


B Howard
Councillor
(BH)


M Pope
Councillor
(MP)


G Spence
Councillor
(GS)


S Spence
Councillor
(SS)



B Waters
Councillor
(BW)


J York
Councillor
(JY)


K Misik
Cambridgeshire Constabulary

Apologies: 
J Dean
Councillor
(JDe)


J Reynolds
County Councillor


R Hall
District Councillor

2.0
To Approve Minutes of Parish Council Meeting on 21st December 2006:-

The Minutes for the Parish Council Meeting held on 21st December 2006 were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by MP and seconded by SJ.  All in favour.

3.0
Matters Arising

Containers for Cricket and Football Club

The Clerk confirmed that due to the adverse weather recently this had been put on hold.  She needs to co-ordinate the demolition of the existing garage and delivery for the new containers, so this will possibly be towards the end of February.
C
4.0
Clerk/Treasurers Report

a) Correspondence received this month

	E
	Offer for the Information Centre Site

The Parish Council has received a further offer from a reputable company who wish to lease the Information Centre site on a 10-year lease.  It was agreed that the Clerk should write to Noyes & Noyes and inform him of the new offer from another party. 


	C

	F
	Camsight – request for donation

A request has been received for further funding for trips out of the village for the residents that attend the monthly Camsight meetings.  As there is very little left in the donation budget MS proposed that we send £50 now from this year’s budget and a further £50 in April that will come from the Senior Citizens budget.  This was seconded by SJ.  All in favour.


	C

	G
	Resident’s Letter regarding the stream

A letter from M Boughton-Fox was read out to the meeting and it was agreed that the Environment Committee would discuss this at length at their next meeting in February.  The Clerk had already received a plan for a new sluice to be installed and this will be brought up for action.


	C


Accounts

b)
Outstanding Accounts for Approval

The Clerk went through the accounts for January.  The monthly expenditure report was proposed as a true record by BH and seconded by GS.  All in favour.

The Clerk went through the cheques to be paid in January. The cheques for approval were proposed by JY and seconded by MP.  All in favour.

The correspondence and accounts are available to view

in the Parish Council Office, Hanover Close, Off Viking Way, Bar Hill
5.0 Chairs Report

Village Hall

At this point Iain Martin, the Chairman of the Village Hall Management Committee and Bob Wells, the Chair of the Social Club arrived at the meeting, previously invited by Margaret Sellars to discuss their financial situation.

Although the building has now been completed, due to the extra professional and legal fees that were not envisaged this amount has now gone from £100k (that was budgeted) to £177k.  Due to these extra costs they are now £70k short and are at present unable to pay the builders for the completion of the work to the Village Hall.

I Martin has taken legal advice and it was their recommendation that the Management Committee did not have the ability to take out any necessary loans to pay this amount back.  They have nothing as collateral, as the Charity Commission owns the Village Hall and the Parish Council owns the land.  

B Wells came in at this point to say that he had also exhausted all avenues to find the extra funding but they already have a £60k loan for their own refurbishment and extra help to the Management Committee and they would be unable to obtain extra funding at this time, especially since they are also in the same position as having no collateral to offer.

MS said that when she spoke with IM this week this information had come as a big shock and there was no way the Parish Council could make a decision at this evening’s meeting with regard to agreement to the Management Committee’s request.  However, MS asked IM for up to date audited accounts of the funding spent on the Village Hall.  The Clerk was asked to contact Nick Sloan (who was our internal auditor for some time).  Once these accounts have been audited and presented to the Parish Council MS would call a Special Meeting to discuss this subject exclusively.
C

MS informed the meeting that there is such a scheme as The Public Loans Board.  This loan can be obtained by Parish Councils and paid back at very good rates.    I Martin asked of the Parish Council would take up a loan from the Public Works Loan Board to cover the shortfall.  The Management Committee would then pay back the loan and interest. Having looked at the figures MS felt that a £70k loan over a 15-year period would need to be paid back at £6,800 per annum and she was worried that the Village Hall Management Committee could afford to pay back that amount.

B Wells informed the meeting that his Committee would be willing to extend their loan repayments from the Management Committee to 15 years instead of 10 years and this would bring their payments down substantially.

MS said there were now three steps to follow:

Step 1.
Have the accounts audited and once this has been done a Special Meeting will be called.

Step 2. 
Hold the Special Meeting

Step 3.

If the Parish Council agrees then CALC would need to approve the loan, which will then go through the Public Loans Board and this would take approximately 2 weeks.

SJ asked IM about the relationship with the builders and IM replied that he is continuously talking with them about the situation, and as soon as funds become available on a weekly basis, he pays what he can, but they cannot go on funding the building and they may start charging interest on the amount outstanding.  

A discussion then took place on the Village Hall and IM and BW left the meeting.

Viking Way

This subject will be put on the agenda for the next Planning Meeting.

6.0 
Reports

a) Tesco Liaison (B Burrage)

BB reported that the trolleys could still be taken off site, as the cabelling system is not working efficiently.  The Clerk has sent a further letter to the Head Office last week and still waiting for a reply.

b) Environment Committee (M Duce)


There was no January meeting but the sluice gates will be brought up at the next meeting in February.
C

c) School Governors Report (B Waters)

BW confirmed that the next meeting would be held at the end of this month.  However, she brought up the subject of school dinners and the School has requested a donation from the Parish Council to help set up the new school dinner scheme.  MS was surprised at this request as this should be County Council responsibility, but thought this could be discussed further as soon as we have further information.  BW will obtain this information and bring it to the next Parish Council meeting.

d) South Cambridgeshire District Council (R Hall)

Milton Country Park
It is easy to conclude that Milton Country Park will close on 31st August. The exact statement is that it may close after 31st August if a new way of financing it is not found. This could be by a partnership with an external organisation such as the Cambridge Preservation Society (Wandlebury) or by the establishment of a trust. It appears that some pieces to secure its future are already falling into place and I shall know more after the meeting of the Advisory Group this coming Monday.
 

Leader's Resignation
It was decided that the 'growth agenda' (in other words, the development of Northstowe and the areas around Cambridge) should become a portfolio separate from 'everyday' planning. The Leader of the Council resigned to take charge of this, being the only one with the knowledge to carry it forward. He felt that it was too onerous a task to be Leader as well.
 

Council Houses
The future of the Council's stock of council houses (of which there are four in Bar Hill) will shortly have to be resolved, The Government takes 50% of council house rents and what remains will be insufficient to keep the houses at the legally defined 'decent homes standard’ by 2009. Apart from Cambridge City, all other councils in Cambridgeshire have sold their houses to a housing association (or formed one themselves), and South Cambridgeshire will have to consider this. Before any action is taken, however, tenants will be asked for their approval.
 

e) Cambridgeshire County Council (J Reynolds)

Due to his absence there was nothing to report.

f) Community Safety (K Misik)

There were a few problems outside the Church last Friday evening but this was due to two birthday parties and an overspill of young people on to the street.  K Misik felt this was a one-off and should not cause problems in the future.

JD mentioned that he had witnessed two youths loitering around the back of Robin Close a few weeks ago and was pleased to say that once the Police were called they arrived very quickly to deal with the matter.

K Misik informed the meeting that although the Police and SCDC were trying to have signs put in the village to say no overnight parking of HGV’s, the County Council soon quashed this idea saying that it was not workable, as the Highways Agency will soon be closing off all the layby’s along the A14, and the HGV’s will need somewhere to park.

JD has taken further photographs of lorries illegally parked along Saxon Way and Trafalgar Way.  They are not only causing an obstruction but are also churning up the grass verges and ruining the kerbs.  It was agreed that the Clerk would send these to the County Council to see if they can do something about it.
C
MP asked that if these lorries were illegally parked then perhaps K Misik could give them tickets and he replied that he does not have the time to physically stand at points in the village to give tickets.  MP felt that if only one day was spent doing this it could deter other vehicles form parking illegally as word would soon get round and perhaps the drivers would avoid the area.

g) Residents’ Association (R Hall)

BW took the Parish Council’s suggestion of out of house printing to their meeting.  The Residents Association visited ASL (in Viking Way) and they could give them a very good deal.  Martin Avery is in the process of visiting the company to get a draft copy of a newsletter to see how it looks.

Also this year’s Fete will be the Swinging 60’s, to mark the village’s 40th anniversary.  Although they were unable to secure any live bands for this year, there will be an evening disco.

h) Village Hall Management Committee (M Pope)

Some good news at last.  The New Years Eve Disco was a great success and future engagements include a Live Ceilidh Band on Friday 26th January to celebrate Burns Nights.  There will also be a Table Top Sale in the Village Hall on Saturday 24th February at £5 per table (they will be supplied), including refreshments. Also a Spring Disco on Saturday 31st March.

MP has had confirmation that the Village Hall will not be used as a Polling Station this year, for the local elections, as there had been a complaint from a District Councillor who felt the existing arrangements were sufficient.  However BW indicated that the General Election in 2008 could possibly be held in the Village Hall. 

i) Planning Committee (S Jenkins)

JD would like to attend the site meeting at Domino on Thursday 25th January and this was agreed, although as an employee he would not be able to vote on any decision that may be taken.

SJ mentioned the letter from SCDC with regard to their policy on fences in the village.  A letter would be sent to SCDC informing them of our confusion about their inability to make the necessary decisions.

7.0
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

MP asked if there was any word on the appeal from the Tesco Car Wash and BW replied that as yet there was no decision.

Date of Next Meeting.


There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.00pm.  The next full Parish Council Meeting will take place on Thursday 15th February 2007 at 7.00 p.m. in the Parish Council Office.

Signed ………………………………………………….. (Chair)   
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