[image: image1.png]



Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Meeting held in The Parish Council Office

at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 15 March 2007


ACTION


1.0     Present: 
M Sellars
Chair
(MS)


S Jenkins 
Vice-Chair
(SJ)


L Baffa
Clerk
(LB)


B Burrage
Councillor
(BB)


J Dean
Councillor
(JDe)


J Doland
Councillor
(JDo)


M Duce
Councillor
(MD)


B Howard
Councillor
(BH)


M Pope
Councillor
(MP)


G Spence
Councillor
(GS)


B Waters
Councillor
(BW)


J York
Councillor
(JY)


J Reynolds
County Councillor

Apologies: 
B Dean
Councillor
(BD)


S Spence
Councillor
(SS)



R Hall
District Councillor


K Misik
Cambridgeshire Constabulary

2.0
To Approve Minutes of Parish Council Meeting on 15th February 2007:-

The Minutes for the Parish Council Meeting held on 15th February 2007 were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by MP and seconded by SJ.  All in favour.

2.1
To Approve Minutes of the Special Meeting held on 5th March 2007:-

The Minutes for the Special Meeting held on 5th March 2007 were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by JY and seconded by BH.  All in favour.

3.0
Matters Arising

DPPO Questionnaire

PC Misik was asked about the distribution of the questionnaire but the reason for them sending it through the school was because the first questionnaire was sent this way, and reflected an accurate response.

Extra PCSO

MS mentioned that in the last minutes it was reported that we would have an extra PCSO in the village.  This was not strictly true, although PC Misik will have an extra PCSO for his area, but Bar Hill would still have Llian Cole, as the other PCSO would be working in other locations.

Neighbourhood Panels

Any parking problem we may have in the village could be raised in the future at the Neighbourhood Panels.  These will be taking place every three months in different locations around the South Cambridgeshire area.  It was agreed that a letter would be sent to Llian requesting that she attend our next meeting to fully discuss the Neighbourhood Panel as we wish to have further information.
C

Bar Hill Memorial Garden

MD reported that he had spoken with the Rev. Ruth Adams who would like to attend a Parish Council meeting to discuss this matter further.  Her diary is full for April but she will be attending our May meeting.

Matters arising from the Special Meeting

MS had composed a letter to appear n the April edition of the Bar Hill News, explaining to the residents the problems that the Village Hall Management Committee has faced and the reason for the Parish Council deciding to help them.

4.0
Clerk/Treasurers Report

a) Correspondence received this month

	B
	Letter from Anti-Social Behaviour Caseworker

In their letter with regard to anti-social behaviour, in which improper parking and litter was listed it was agreed that we would contact the Environmental Health Department at SCDC to ask about the clearance of litter in Trafalgar Way.  The letter stated, “the Environmental Enforcement Officers have been involved and have instigated getting the area cleaned up”.  We would like to know when this is going to happen.

 
	C

	E
	Request for donation

A request for a donation has been received from Sue Kenchington, who held the “Holiday at Home” for the more elderly residents of Bar Hill.  It was agreed that £150 would be sent to help with the outing as we did the same last year.


	C

	G
	Bus Service Changes

Good news for Bar Hill. From 8th April the No.5 service will be extended to Sunday service from 9.30am to 5.30pm, although unfortunately they have still said no to the reinstatement of the night service to Bar Hill.


	

	I
	Email from M Boughton-Fox with regard to the Village Hall

An email addressed personally to M Sellars was received and read out to the meeting.  It was agreed that a response should be sent, stating that all questions will be answered in the April edition of the Bar Hill News.  JDol requested that a letter be sent to M Boughton-Fox that if he wishes to have a letter read out at a Parish Council meeting then he should address them to the office and not personally to a member of the Council.


	C


Accounts

b)
Outstanding Accounts for Approval

The Clerk went through the accounts for March.  The monthly expenditure report was proposed as a true record by MP and seconded by MD.  All in favour.

The Clerk went through the cheques to be paid in March. The cheques for approval were proposed by SJ and seconded by JDean.  All in favour.

The correspondence and accounts are available to view

in the Parish Council Office, Hanover Close, Off Viking Way, Bar Hill
5.0 Chairs Report

Information Centre – Update

The Clerk had a telephone conversation with Andrew Noyes who was concerned that the existing planning approval was for B1 use (office use only).  As both prospective tenants are Estate Agents the usage would need to be changed to A1.  However, the Clerk spoke with Bill Miller and he has now been in contact with the Planning Department at SCDC and they have assured him that if we apply now for the change of use, we would need to resubmit our plans and this would not only cost more money but would delay us by up to 12 weeks.

However, if we go ahead with the build as planned and on the first inspection, apply for change of use, then this should be granted, as this is merely a formality.  Bill Miller was of the opinion that we should go ahead as planned and apply for change of use once the build has started.  Therefore BW proposed that we go ahead and apply for change of use after the building has started and this was seconded by SJ.  All in favour.  The Clerk will write to Andrew Noyes informing him of our decision.
C
Viking Way

The Clerk reported to the meeting that Tesco has now filled in the potholes located at the first left in Viking Way.  Tesco did not inform the Clerk that this work would be carried out.  She was given the information by Elliot’s, who saw the contractors undertaking the work a couple of weeks ago.  Now that the holes have been repaired the Planning Committee will take forward the ideas of road narrowing along Viking Way.
C
6.0 
Reports

a) Village Hall Management Committee (M Pope)

The last meeting was held on Monday 12th March.  The letter from the Parish Council was read out at the meeting and the loan conditions were discussed.  All committee members were in agreement and the conditions were acceptable.  MP understands that the audited accounts are nearly complete.  The Treasurer also tended her resignation at that meeting.  She will remain as Bookings Clerk for the Village Hall.  Paul Neal, a new committee member and also the General Secretary for the Colts Football Club) has agreed to step in as the new Treasurer for the Village Hall Management Committee.

Cambridgeshire County Council will be using the Village Hall on a regular basis and also a wedding reception has been booked for August of this year.

The February accounts were presented and there was a balance of £2,000 for that month.  It was also agreed that there would be a rent review for the Pre-School at the end of March as they are now opening extra hours.

There is now closer co-operation between the Management Committee and the Social Club and hopefully this will be ongoing.  I Martin has kept MP very well informed on matters of the Village Hall.

b) Planning Committee (S Jenkins)

Domino Land – JDol mentioned that from last month’s minutes a vote had not been taken on what option we were going to agree on.  Option 1 was the large area, which included part of the grass mound, and option 2 was the smaller area.

He felt that although the meeting agreed to Option 2, Option 1 would be more beneficial to Domino and he knows that they would landscape the area to our satisfaction.

It was agreed that the Clerk would write to David Bird of Domino and inform him that we have agreed, in principle, to sell the land to his company for car parking purposes.  The letter should indicate that we would accept Option 1 (the larger piece of land) if they are able to supply the Parish Council with an artist’s impression of how the area would look after the works had been completed and also how they plan to excavate the area.
C

Trafalgar Way – The email from the County Council Archeological department, which is based in Trafalgar Way, was mentioned along with the reply from the Clerk.  It was agreed that it may be beneficial to the Archeological Department if they complained to the County Council direct as they may be able to get the area cleaned up quicker than we could as a Parish Council.
C

Car Wash - The car wash was also mentioned.  It had been noted that they had to vacate the car park by Friday 16th March.  If they were still trading on Monday19th March an Enforcement Officer would be visiting the site.

Lorry Parking in Bar Hill – This was discussed briefly and MS asked JR if there was any possibility of the County Council looking into the lorry parking.  His reply was that this is not a high priority for the County Council at present.  The Clerk has written to Andrew Lansley MP and we are awaiting a reply.

MP then asked JR that if the Parish Council agreed to contribute towards the maintenance of the perimeter road would we be allowed to install bollards or something similar to help protect the verges and JR replied that this could be a possibility as legislation changed last year.

MP suggested a gated area with signs, on the perimeter road, at the start of the residential area to inform HGV drivers they are entering a residential area.  Again JR replied that in principle this was a possibility.

c) Tesco Liaison (B Burrage)

BB informed the meeting that the new Manager would be starting in his new post early next month.  There is also a new Manager at Menzies Hotel.  As soon as both Managers are in place BB will acquaint himself with them.

BB has tried to arrange a meeting with Trish at Tesco for next week.  He met with one of the trolley collectors on site and told him of a few trolleys around the village and he collected them the same day.  He has informed BB to contact him direct in future and the trolleys will be collected.

JDol asked if BB could ask Tesco to start the litter clearance once again, especially around Gladeside and Robin Close, also the area near DHL, close to the roundabout, has litter stuck in the wire mesh fencing and this needs to be cleared.  The Clerk will write to Tesco and ask for this litter clearance to be done as a matter of urgency.
C
MD remarked that in their latest magazine, various Tesco stores would be applying for planning permission to erect wind turbines for generating energy.

d) Environment Committee (M Duce)

Litter Picking Day will be going ahead for Saturday 21st April and this has been put in the Bar Hill News.  The Clerk has had a good response from residents wishing to sponsor a tree in the village.  As soon as she has further information on the purchase of trees she will inform the Environment Committee.
C



e) School Governors Report (B Waters)

The auction of promises was a great success.  The new school meals initiative will be launched on Tuesday 20th March at 6.45pm and everyone is welcome to attend to have a sample of the food that will be on offer.

MS asked BW if the school had mentioned the flooding problems and BW replied that nothing has been said.  The Village Green was then discussed at length to try and find ways of draining the village green to a better standard.  It was agreed that BW would bring up the subject of the village green and flooding at the next Governors Meeting and ask Lyn Whyte if she has got any further with the Water Authorities and County Council.

f) South Cambridgeshire District Council (B Waters)

Wheely bins were discussed as SCDC have decided to issue new households with a bill of £60 for new bins.  JDol felt this was totally unacceptable, as without the bins you cannot have your refuse collected so you have to pay £60 for the privilege.  BW agreed to mention to SCDSC that some members of the Parish Council were unhappy with this decision.  MS suggested that a letter be sent to SCDC informing them of our alarm about the news that they appear to be passing on the charge of £60 for new households etc.
C
g) Cambridgeshire County Council (J Reynolds)

JDol brought up the subject of the cancellation of the late bus.  He suggested to JR that as this bus is subsidised by the taxpayers of the county then the bus should be coming to the village.

MS mentioned that if there was a need then the Parish Council has the authority to put on a mini bus for residents to use.  JR replied that the County Council does provide a Social Car Scheme where parishioners can get their vehicles subsidised if they are willing to take people in to the city and back again. 

MS asked about Northstowe as she had read in the newspaper that a further 2,000 homes would need to be built in Cambridgeshire.  JR replied this seemed to be the case and this information has given Longstanton and Oakington a very raw deal.   Northstowe was then discussed at length on how the plans have been changed without the consultation of the nearby residents.

h) Community Safety (K Misik)

Due to his absence there was nothing to report.  MS proposed that a letter be written to PC Misik to request that in his absence then Llian Cole (the PCSO) should attend our meetings.  If it is impossible for either of them to attend then a written report should be sent.  This was seconded by SJ.  All in favour.
C

i) Residents’ Association (B Waters)

BW reported that the March edition of the Bar Hill News is very late this month due to continued problems with the new printing machine, on a three-month trial from ASL.  It has therefore been agreed that the Residents Association will go back to the old way of printing the newsletter.  

6.0 ITEMS FOR INFORMATION

Solicitors - The Clerk has received a letter from the Parish Council’s Solicitor informing us that Jill Jones has now retired as a partner and Mrs Barham will be taking over her clients.  MS asked the Clerk to write a letter to Jill Jones of Ginn & Co thanking her for her continued support over the years and to wish her well in her retirement.
C
Colts Football Club - A Memo was read out from Barry Dean requesting a representative to sit on the Colts Football Club Committee as they are now in a position to go forward with the development of the new Scout Hut to incorporate the Scouts and the Colts Football Club.  BH volunteered to sit on the committee on behalf of the Parish Council.

Farmhouse Youth Club – The Clerk had a telephone conversation with Claire Forager of Cottenham Village College.  They are asking us if we would like to rent out the Farmhouse building to them from 11am to 2pm every day during term time only.

This would be for education purposes for activities such as craft making, cookery etc and they would like to use our building.  It was agreed that the Clerk would invite Claire Foregar to our next meeting so this could be discussed at length.
C

Viking Way – BB reported that an HGV has been using Viking Way as an overnight car park for some weeks now.  He will pass the information of the company on to the Clerk so she can write a letter to the company concerned informing them that this is a private road and the vehicle will need to find an alternative parking spot out of the village.
C

Date of Next Meeting.


There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.45pm.  The next full Parish Council Meeting will take place on Thursday 19th April 2007 at 7.00 p.m. in the Parish Council Office.  Also the APM will be held on Thursday 26trh April in the Octagon at 7.30pm.

Signed ………………………………………………….. (Chair)   
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