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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Meeting held in The Octagon

at 7.30 pm Thursday 27 April 2006


1.0
PRESENT:

	M
	Sellars
	Chairperson

	L
	Baffa
	Parish Clerk

	H
	Davies
	Parish Council

	J
	Dean
	Parish Council

	J
	Doland
	Parish Council

	M
	Duce
	Parish Council/Royal British Legion

	T
	Flanagan
	Parish Council

	R
	Hall
	District Council

	J
	Hall
	Bar Hill Guide Association

	R
	Lewney
	Bar Hill Church

	D
	MacDonald
	Parish Council

	I
	Martin
	Village Hall Management Committee

	K
	Misik
	Cambs Constabulary

	B
	Page
	8 O’Clock Club

	M
	Pope
	Bar Hill Football Club

	J
	Reynolds
	Cambs County Council

	G
	Spence
	Village Hall Management Committee

	B
	Waters
	Parish Council

	B
	Wells
	Bar Hill Sports & Social Club



Apologies:

	B
	Burrage
	Parish Council

	J
	Eayres
	The Farmhouse Youth Club

	S
	Gedny
	Little Acorns

	K
	Hard
	Bar Hill Colts

	G
	Hardy
	Parish Council

	A
	Hewings
	Bar Hill Football Club

	B
	Howard
	Parish Council

	S
	Hunt
	Happy Hours

	S
	Jenkins
	Parish Council

	J 
	Kempson
	Bar Hill Scout Group

	B
	Knott
	Sunshine Pre-School Playgroup

	R
	Livingstone
	Bar Hill Tennis Club

	J
	O’Dell
	National Women’s Register

	P
	Ostler
	Play Station Out Of School Club

	J
	Shanahan
	Village Hall Playgroup

	P
	Stimpson
	Cricket Club

	P
	Thorby
	Bar Hill Football Project


2.0 PREVIOUS MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 28 April 2005 were read and approved.  Proposed by DM (David MacDonald) and seconded by BW (Bob Wells).  All in favour.

2.1 Accounts for Year-End 2006

The accounts were looked at and explanations made about certain bills still waiting to be paid, as invoices have yet to be received.  Also the bank statements for the year-end had not been received at the time the draft accounts were completed.  There will be interest to add to these figures.

The accounts were approved as a true record.  Proposed by BW (Bunty Waters) and seconded by DM (David MacDonald).  All in favour.

3.0 MATTERS ARISING
There were no matters arising from these minutes.

4.0 REPORT BY CHAIRMAN OF THE PARISH COUNCIL – MRS MARGARET SELLARS

We are meeting in this building this year because, as you will have seen, the Village Hall is at last undergoing its refurbishment and extension.  The Parish Council is very pleased to see this is happening, and looks forward to it reopening later this year.  We know what a lot of hard work has been done by the Village Hall Management Committee, the Social Club and many others to get the final plan agreed and the work started.

This does mean, of course, that most of the money from the sale of land to Tesco’s has now gone.  I think Leigh is quite pleased – it has meant a great deal of work, planning how to spend £1.3 million.

Since our last Annual Parish Meeting the Parish Council has set up its own web site.  For those of you who have the technology, you can find there the most up to date information about the issues concerning the Parish Council.  If you do not have the technology, you will find you can use the Library’s computers, and our web site address is in the Bar Hill News.  Leigh also continues to put a monthly report in the Bar Hill News, but sometimes events occur after the News as gone to “press”, and then they will be on the web site.  If you find you are unable to access our web site, Leigh will be able to help you, if you call in and see her or phone her.

One of the most important matters, which concerned the village this year, was the Designated Public Places Order.  This was suggested by South Cambs District Council as a possible way of combating the anti-social behaviour from which the village had suffered, and to a lesser extent still suffers.  It gives the Police the power to confiscate alcohol from drinkers who are behaving in an anti-social way.  The Order was put in place on Friday 21 April, and you will see that there are signs around the village informing people that the whole village is covered by the Order.

You will have noticed that the stream has had work done on it.  Our contractor was asked to do a survey on it and report what work was needed, and the work was finished a few weeks ago.  The Parish Council is trying to keep the stream free of rubbish so that the water flows freely if there is a heavy storm.  Investigation work will also shortly be carried out on the village green.  At the end of last year, unfortunately, the school was flooded.  Their CCTV cameras showed that the water rose in two places on the village green and then very quickly swept into the school.

The village green has often not had a good surface, as the footballers and cricketers tell us regularly and, in spite of having been drained on various occasions, there does not seem to have been permanent improvement.  It may be that this time we shall need to spend quite a bit of money on it, but experts are looking at what is causing the poor condition and hopefully we hope we shall get help from other places towards the cost.

You will remember the company who came to talk to the village on several occasions to explain how they wanted to develop the land between Bar Hill and Lolworth.  You may have read the article in April’s BHN.  It is true that the Parish Council asked that it should not be upgraded to a rural centre but should remain what it had always been – a minor rural centre.  The designating of Bar Hill as a rural centre would have opened the possibility of having more development and, listening to responses from residents, the Parish Council decided that this was not what most of the residents wanted.

You will have seen in the BHN that we are hopeful that a Post Office will soon be opening in the library.  Bunty Waters has been working closely with Post Office Ltd to make this happen, and I will leave her to tell us the latest information.

At last I have some good news to report about the Information Centre/Barber’s Shop at the entrance to the village.  Many of you will know that the Parish Council has plans to replace it with an office building, which will be let to bring in rent for the village.  The hold-up has been that we do not have legal access to our land, and 3 years was spent trying to get it.  The former Moat House head office was unwilling to co-operate and have the necessary changes made with the Land Registry and without it we could not proceed.  You will know that the hotel has now been sold and the Menzies Group is the new owner.  I am pleased to tell you that they are prepared to co-operate with the Parish Council and allow us to have the access.  Unfortunately, during the 3 years we have had to wait, building costs have gone up to such an extent that we are unable to afford the building we had first wanted.  However, our architect has been instructed to draw up plans for a building we can afford but it does mean obtaining planning permissions again, so there will be a delay before we see work commence.

We have had one resignation from the Council this last year – Pat Ryan, who found that his work was making more demands on him and he was unable to continue as a Councillor.  Pat had been a Councillor for almost 8 years and had worked very hard, bringing his specialist skills to the Environment Committee.  Brian Burrage took his place, being a co-opted member.  Brian had been on the Council for several years and, after a year off, decided to come back again. 

On 4 May we have the local elections but insufficient people have been nominated as Parish Councillors to trigger an election.  However, you will be able to vote for District Councillor, so do use your vote to make your feelings known.

My report is shorter this year – the work of the Council continues, but now that the £1.3 million has almost gone the work is very routine.

I would like to thank County Councillor John Reynolds, District Councillors Roger Hall and Bunty Waters for their support throughout last year, and also Kevin Misik for his.  

Thanks also go to our Vice-Chair, Sue Jenkins, Mike Duce, Chairman of the Environment Committee and again to Sue Jenkins, Chair of the Planning Committee.  Thanks go also to my colleagues on the Council who has again worked extremely hard on your behalf.  Leigh Baffa, our Clerk, continues to work hard on behalf of all residents.  Apart from her day to day running of the office she represents the Council on various groups, which are also working to try to keep Bar Hill a pleasant and safe place to live and work.

5.0 REPORT BY THE PARISH CLERK – MRS LEIGH BAFFA

At long last the Village Hall refurbishment is underway and I am sure you will all agree it has been a long wait, but I know it will be worth it.  As Margaret said we now have our own website and this can be accessed at ay time for up to the minute information on what is happening in the village.

Also to touch briefly on the Designated Public Places Order.  This is now in force and having spoken with PC Misik, there have been few problems, although it has been a quiet winter as far as anti-social behaviour is concerned, possibly due to the extremely cold winter we have just experienced.

Extensive stream work was carried out over the winter months and I have had many residents coming in to then office to say how great it now looks.  Hopefully, it should not need to be done for another three years, but some work is ongoing as is always the case within the village.

Also now starting is the work on the bridleway.  We only have one bridleway in the village and this runs from the Nature Reserve, along the perimeter road, to the rear of the industrial estate at Trafalgar Way, finally coming out to the A14.

This work is being done in conjunction with the County Council, who are ultimately responsible for the bridleway, but as it is a statutory duty to have this path open it has been agreed that the work (and costs) will be shared between us.

The area outside the Library is still somewhat of an eyesore.  This has taken longer than anticipated to complete due to the Probation Service being involved.  I have now decided to have my own contractors do the work but as it is somewhat involved will take some time.  The designs from last years’ Year 6 of Bar Hill primary School will still be used to make this area a pleasant Children’s Garden with shrub planting and seats and will be finished in time for the summer.

Menzies Hotel have now given their permission for the Parish Council to use their access to enable us to demolish the old Barber Shop and put in its place a pleasant looking office building, which aesthetically will enhance the village tremendously.

Old faces have gone from the Parish Council but we also have a new Parish Councillor, who will start in his position officially on 4th May 2006 and we would like to welcome Mervyn Pope.

I would like to thank the Parish Councillors for all their help over the past year and especially Margaret Sellars, who has given her undivided time to the village.

6.0
REPORT BY REPRESENTATIVES OF THE VILLAGE ORGANISATIONS

Allotment Society – No Report Given

Ecumenical Church – Report given by Richard Lewney
It was, of course, just over a year ago that we learned that our minister, Gary Renison would leave Bar Hill for Liverpool in July and that we would enter a period of ‘vacancy’.  We’re conscious of the gap in pastoral support to the village that a vacancy brings.  So, why has it taken so long to identify a successor?

The answer, partly, is that any church needs time to let go of one minister before appointing another.  This was the strong advice of the senior clergy from the various denominations we represent when we met with them to discuss the process: don’t rush it.  Allow yourselves time to reflect on what kind of minister the village needs now.  Time to let the memory of a much-loved minister settle, so that a new minister does not face the constant refrain, ‘Gary didn’t do things that way’.  Time also to allow God to develop further the gifts of people within the church to cover the essentials of the minister’s work, so that we all grow through the experience.  After all, one of our core beliefs about the life of our church is that everyone has a ‘ministry’ to offer, that it is not ‘all up to the minister’.  The vacancy would put that to the test.

Despite our trepidation about this, it’s been a good year.  The various weekly activities of the church with babies, primary age children, teenagers, working-age adults and retired people, have all continued to flourish.  The church buildings have been used very fully by all sorts of groups: it was good to host the public meeting for candidates for last May’s general election. (Particular thanks to the Church Administrator, Claire Thorby, for looking after hirers’ needs).

There have been special events: the ever-popular week-long Holiday Club for 100 primary-age children in August; an Advent family event to help to enjoy a bit of space together in the pressured time before Christmas; a similar event before Easter; the Alpha course which gives people a ‘just looking’ opportunity to think about the big questions of life; an innovation this year, the ‘Holiday at Home’ which took place at the beginning of April, when some 30 senior citizens participated in ‘cruise’-type activities for a few days on the good ship Octagon, which proved to be extremely popular.

Some substantial renovation work has been going on: the roof of the Octagon, and the paving of the area used by Little Acorns for outdoors activities at the back.  Just now we are beginning a special year of fundraising to mark Bar Hill’s 40th anniversary with major refurbishment of the early 20th century grand piano and a major investment in an early 21st century sound system, both of which we hope will greatly enhance the experience of those who use the building.  About half of the required £30,000 has been pledged by members of the church, and we are beginning the work of raising the matching funds.

Watch this space for events you might be able to support!  There have been the usual major occasions of life, some joyful, some sad, in which people have needed counsel and support.  We have been particularly grateful to John Proctor of Westminster College, Cambridge who has stepped in to serve as our ‘moderator’, giving sacrificially of his time to this community at those times when a minister’s support has been particularly needed.

Another reason why it’s taken a while to identify a successor is that life is more complicated for an ecumenical church like ours.  We advertise in all the denominational newspapers.  Our short listing committee involves senior clergy from all the denominations, as well as local church members.  In our first round before Christmas, the group determined that we should re-advertise.

We interviewed five candidates a fortnight ago and have invited one of them to visit us this coming weekend as, together, we seek God’s will for their future and ours.  God willing, we hope to have a new minister by September, and he or she will be giving this report next year!  But our prayer is that God would bring the right person here, at a time of His choosing, whenever that might be.

Colts Football Club – Report given by Kevin Hard

The Club continues to flourish and we celebrated our 20th Anniversary last summer with a very successful day with all the children and parents being involved. As last year, we have 200 boys and girls playing for the club with an under 7 friendly only team, 4 mini soccer teams, 5 colts teams and 1 girls team - 11 teams in total. We are pleased to report that another girl’s team will be entering the leagues next year following in the footsteps of under 13 girl’s team who again have won through to the finals to be played in Cambridge on the 6th May.

Earlier in the year, the FA renewed our Charter Standard Club status for a further 3 years. Bar Hill Colts are proud of the Charter status as we were one of the first in the UK to achieve this and we will work hard to keep the charter standards over the coming years.

We are grateful to the Parish Council for the use of the village green for hosting 7 of our teams for the season playing on three pitches. We are also grateful to still have an excellent relationship with the school, using their pitch for 4 teams this year. However, with the expansion of the village hall, some of our pitches have had to be reduced in size to the minimum width with 2 pitches using the same sideline, which is not an agreeable situation. There have also been problems with the drainage on the smaller pitch.

The lack of pitches for our village children is our major issue particularly as plans for an expansion of the village to incorporate additional playing areas has now been scrapped. With the addition of another girl’s team for next year, we do have major concerns of meeting the requirements of hosting football games on the village next year.

Cricket Club – Report Given By Paul Stimpson

Bar Hill Cricket Club continues to grow, having launched an adult second eleven this summer, and with a thriving colts section now comprising an unprecedented three teams.
The club is aiming to build on the promise shown last season when the first team won seven and lost seven to finish in mid-table in their division, and the under-12s took their first steps onto the pitch, learning quickly and finishing the season with two fantastic wins over established teams NCI and Camden.

There were many notable individual performances, not least Sam Clare’s bowling figures of 6 for 8 in the under-12s. For the adults, there was a maiden half-century at long last for Mark Thompson. And just to prove it was no fluke, he did it again in the next game. We were so impressed we made him captain this year!

David Cullum scored his first 50 during the club’s first ever tour, to Devon, an adventure we hope to repeat in future years.  There were also 50s for Scott Stanford, Phil Walmsley, Jamie Neal, David Fletcher, Tom Levitt and Craig Driver, while Martin Cullum led the bowling figures.  The 20-20 festival was once again a great success, and will this year take place the day after the village fete – all spectators are welcome.

There were great social fixtures against the Wrinkles and the Church and we were delighted to see the departing Rev Gary Renison score a few runs after a years of failing to trouble to scorers. Long may those fixtures continue.

The club is most appreciative of the support it has had from its friends in the village, particularly the Parish Council, Sports and Social Club, Scouts, Village Hall Management Committee and Residents’ Association. We are also indebted to Andy’s Kars for their generous sponsorship of the club. All help and support, whether financial or otherwise, is gratefully received.

We look forward to the redevelopment of the Village Hall and are confident the club can continue to develop.  We also look forward to seeing many of you on the boundary edge this summer.

8 O’clock Club – Report Given by Mrs Barbara Page

The 8 o’clock Club Women’s group meets on the first Thursday evening of each month in the school at 8.00 pm.  We are not affiliated to any other organisation.  Currently our joining fee is £5 per year and we have 36 members.

We started the year with one of our members giving a talk on Weekenders clothes. Some of the members acted as models and we were shown how separates could be put together to form several outfits.  We then had a speaker from The East Anglian Air Ambulance who explained that the air ambulance is not Government funded and how they rely on donations to keep the helicopter in the air.

Since then we have been collecting used stamps, printer cartridges, old mobile phones and foreign money to donate to them.  Next came Dennis Gifford who had been head gardener at Kings College for 25 years and Geoff Evans who showed beautiful slides of Scotland.  Our final speaker spoke about Trafalgar Square and how it has developed into the square it is to day.

Our mystery tour this year was to the toy museum at Stansted following by a meal in a pub.  We also celebrated our 32nd birthday party and went to Bourn golf club for our Christmas meal.

Farmhouse Youth Club – No Report given

Football Club – Report Given by Alan Hewings

This year has very much been a season of mixed fortunes for the Football Club.

There were high hopes that the 1st team would be challenging for honours in the senior league but a run of poor form mid season has meant that despite a strong finish they are likely to finish as last year, in 4th position. On the plus side they did reach the final of the Sunday Challenge Cup played at Cambridge City ground on 2nd April but lost to Heath Sports of Royston by 4 goals to 1.

Having won promotion in the last two seasons, our Reserve team has enjoyed a successful season of consolidation in division 2A where they are likely to finish in 5th position.

As we reported last year we continue to encourage footballers that live or have lived in the Village to register for our teams and, with our links to the Bar Hill Colts we try to encourage players to move from youth to senior football.

With this in mind the committee decided this season to run a third team in the 2nd division of the Tucker Gardner Alliance Sunday League. I am pleased to report that this “A” team, which is a mix of junior and (very) senior players not only finished in 2nd place in their league but were presented with the “team of the month” award for March.

As you can appreciate, running a local football club of our size requires considerable financial resources. We continue to raise income through our fund raising events such as Race Nights, 100 Club and Scratch Cards.etc but we also are very grateful to our sponsors, Camtronics, Iain Martin Builders, Bar Hill Sports & Social Club and Lawstaff Legal Services.

A thank you also goes to Bar Hill Parish Council for their work in pitch improvements and their help in the purchase of new goalposts, and the Village Hall Management Committee for the provision of the new changing facilities, which we hope to use next season.

Whilst much of our Fund Raising is necessary for the running of the Football Club, we also believe that we have a role to play in helping local charities. Annually, on August Bank Holiday Sunday, we organise a Charity match between the current teams’ and a team comprising of Bar Hill F.C. veterans. A total of £180 was raised at this season’s fixture and presented to Premrose; a charity that raises funds for the Premature Baby Unit at the Rosie Maternity Hospital.  

In summary, the Football Club continues to be a vibrant organisation within the Village, presenting opportunities for many of the Residents to enjoy sport, either as players or spectators. Once again, I thank all of our supporters and our sponsors for enabling this to continue,

Football Project – Report given by Paul Thorby
The facility has now been opened for four seasons of football training.  The facility is owned by the Parish Council, operated by a Management Committee with representatives from village clubs and organisations and run on a day-to-day basis by the Bar Hill Colts FC.

The facility has been well used this season with the Colts being the main hirer along with the Cambridge City Football Club Advanced Centre.  The adult 5-a-side league is thriving with over 100 adults registered to play football every week.  There are two free after school sessions supervised by volunteer parents.  In partnership with the Cambs FA the committee organised taster sessions for Under 10 girls football which has led to the creation of a new team.

The hockey club continues to run two junior coaching sessions and a ladies/girls session – which has spaces at the moment!  The school uses the facility for some PE lessons.  Casual bookings continue to increase and it is possible to book the facility for village groups of parties at very reasonable rates.

The only down side again has been the anti-social behaviour experienced including unauthorised use of the pitch and vandalism.  In conjunction with the Police we have run a Scorpion tournament for the youth and plan to do another one in June.  We have just ordered a dedicated CCTV camera, which will be linked into the school system to monitor activity.

The Bar Hill Football Project Management Committee uses the services of two groundsmen to maintain the quality of the playing surface.  We have invested in new mechanical maintenance equipment to keep the surface in top condition.  The project has continues to exceed the criteria in both it’s development and business plan and has a significant amount of money set aside for resurfacing in the future.  It is still used by the Cambs FA and South Cambs as a template for other project in both design and management.  Thanks to everyone who has supported such a great village asset.

Guides – Report Given by Jo Hall

This year started with an increase in numbers of both girls and leaders.  Both Rainbow guiders Claire Lloyd and Jill Hay (nee Gunton) have achieved their Brownie indoor license.  Claire Cook has also achieved her Guide indoor, Senior Section camp and international module. Claire Cook also represented the county by leading a group of Rangers to a Jamborette in Holland.  Wendy Arrowsmith resigned as Guide guider and we thank her for all her work, she is continuing in her role of Division Commissioner.
During the spring term all units joined together to celebrate Thinking Day, the birthday of our Founders Lord and Lady Baden Powell.  We did activities and ate food from different countries.  This was followed by short service were we thought about Girl guides and Scouts from around the world and.  St Patrick’s Day was celebrated by some units by making soda bread, and tasting different potato recipes and products.
During the summer term the Rainbows worked on a national initiative based on activities around Angelina Ballerina; this cumulated in both packs producing a concert for both parents and honoured guests.  Monday Rainbows were runners up in the national competition. Brownies worked on various badges including Agility and Wildlife Explorer; they visited Milton Country Park and have made and flown kites.
During the autumn term the guides moved to a Wednesday evening, launching this with a Caribbean Party, to mark new leadership. Guides went to Mepal Outdoor Centre for a camp and outdoor activities weekend.  Activities included canoeing, archery, climbing, and abseiling to name but a few! They also went to a pop concert at the NEC called the Big Gig organised by Girl guiding UK.  Brownies celebrated St Andrews Day, swimming, and having a circus skills evening.  Both packs went on Pack Holiday for weekends and took part in various crafts and activities at weekly meetings.
As a district we visited Shepreth were we saw creepy crawlies in Bugs World and most of the girls (and even a few leaders) touched both snakes and spiders. Girl guiding presence at the fate was a success as three new girls joined and we highlighted what Girl guiding offers girls and adults in the village. A guiding activity day was held at Duxford with activities ranging from circus skills to driving tanks. The summer term finished with a strawberry tea and entertainment open to all member of the village.
Girl guiding is thriving in Bar Hill and we are proud of what we offer the girls.  In 2010 Guiding will be celebrating its centenary and plans are already underway; one of which includes a giant rally at Crystal Palace in London; the place when nearly 100 years ago, girls marched in on a Boy Scout Rally and insisted that they too deserved to have fun and benefit from what Boy Scouts had to offer.  This led to Robert Baden Powell asking his sister Agnes to put together a programme for girls, which became Girl guides.   It has evolved over the years and the programme is very much geared towards the girls and young women of today without losing sight of its founding values and traditions. 
However, our leadership teams are severely stretched and we are constantly on the look out for new helpers.  Many leaders are taking on at least two roles within Guiding in Bar Hill but we do it because proud to belong to Girl guiding UK, the largest organisation for Girls and young women in the UK.  We enjoy it and recognise what we have gained by being leaders and the difference we can and are making to the girls and young women in our packs.
We are looking forward to another successful year full jammed full of activities and opportunities for our members; including one Guide, Sammi Williams who is off to the World Jamboree in summer 2007.
Happy Hours Senior Citizens Club –– Report Given By Mr Sid Hunt

Once again the Club has had a successful year.  Over the past few years our numbers have been around 80 members and that figure has been maintained.  We have an average of 60 per meeting – good considering age, illness and stays in hospital.

As usual members have enjoyed outings to places of interest and the seaside and the 5-day breaks arranged for the Club.

The AGM was held in November (our 16th year) with the committee elected en bloc in recognition of their devoted work during the past twelve months.

The following week was our birthday lunch followed by entertainment some of which (at great expense) involved the ladies of the committee and which was well received.  We were pleased to invite Claire Thorby the Church administrator as our guest.

Again we had our Christmas lunch at the Moat House Hotel, which was attended by 70 members.  We had the usual free raffle with around 20 prizes and rounded off with music and community singing with songs of our era.  Everyone went home with a box of chocolates to enjoy.  The staff of the Hotel always makes us most welcome and look after us very well.  We hope the new management will do the same.

It is good to note that we do have other people in mind and over the year we raise money through raffles for charities of our choice.  This year we raised well over £500 due in no small part because members turn up with prizes for the raffles enabling us to make more money.

We also collected money in lieu of sending one another Christmas cards and sent £97 to the Alzheimer’s Research Trust.

Little Acorns – Report given by Sally Gedny

As usual we have had a very busy year, with lots of exciting activities and events having taken place.  This April marks our 10th birthday, an anniversary which we are very proud to be celebrating in 2006.  

The years have seen us go from a role of 6 children in those early days and running only  three sessions, to the present  ten sessions open  and a total of 42 children in attendance every week. 

This year we have been sad to say goodbye to our longest serving member of the team, Margaret, who has taken up a  full time position at a local  Day Nursery , she had been at little Acorns since its opening in 1996 !!, and we will all miss her very much.

It is always difficult to replace such an experienced member of staff, but we have employed several new play leaders, who will benefit from being able to complete child care training courses and gain qualifications, whilst they are with us.

This year for the first time, we have taken on students from sixth form colleges in work placements and later this term also look forward to welcoming pupils from swavesey and Sawston Village colleges. 

We continue to assist  families in the village who may need financial help or emotional support, and currently have 2 children who attend sessions completely  free of charge.

This year has seen the provision of a lovely new outdoor area which the children are now able to access whatever the weather and once again we are very grateful to Claire Thorby from the church  for all her help and support.

 
National Women’s Register - Report Given By Jennifer O’Dell

The National Women’s Register in Bar Hill is one of the more active in the area around we have 13 members but have lost 3 regular members during the year we meet every other week in members houses and always seem to have an informative and enjoyable evening.  We have a six monthly programme.

The April to September programmes for 2005 were based on blue theme as it was the sapphire anniversary of the formation of the national Women’s Register (previously called the National Housewives Register).  The highlights of this years programme were an anniversary challenge on 26th May, a visit to Lucy Boston’s House at the beginning of August, the changing lives of women since 1950, the treasurer trail that is always popular.

This is a National event and is conducted over the telephone, the History of Emmanuel College given by Janet Morris one of our members, a Chinese evening with Quiz another event organised nationally by the head office and one that held recently inspector-gadget, when everyone brought gadgets and guessed their uses.  The Christmas social held in January had a 50s theme, British Food and a 50s quiz compiled by one of our members.

The Bar Hill group made a visit to the Cambridge group when they met at Milton and had a very interesting talk form the Cambridge Folk Museum on the changing face of Cambridge shops.

Neighbourhood Watch – No Report Given

Bar Hill Parent Teachers Association Report –  No report Given
Parent & Toddler Group – No Report Given

Playstation – No Report Given

Pre-School Playgroup – Report Given by Janet Shanahan

Please accept my apologies, I am unable to attend due to a previous commitment.  The Bar Hill Pre-School was the first to open in Bar Hill in 1967 – we will be celebrating 40 years next year!

We currently open Monday to Friday and offer a lunch club after each session.  Tuesday afternoon is our Play tots session especially for 0-2 years.  This helps the children and parent/carers familiarise themselves with the staff and surroundings before attending the 

Pre-School from age 2 onwards.

In this year the Pre-School has temporarily moved form the Village Hall to the School during the development.  The Pre-School will have new purpose built rooms with a fully enclosed garden.  I would like to thank Iain Martin and the Village Hall Management Committee for all their help and continuing support during this project.

Fundraising has played a major part in the Pre-School year, including a very successful Grand Auction, Xmas Fayre, raffle and Armchair Quiz.  The children have also played their part with a sponsored event during spring half term.

Since our move to the School, our numbers have increased significantly.  The Pre-School has taken on additional staff during this time to cover the extra demand and our special needs children.

On our return to the Village Hall, the Pre-School intends to extend session times to include afternoons and more Rising 5 sessions.  We believe this is the way forward to incorporate the major changes the government is implementing to Early Years Education.

I would like to thank everyone involved with the Pre-School during the last year, in particular Lin Whyte and the School for all their help during our relocation.

Residents Association – Report Given by Roger Hall

2005 was a very successful year for the Residents’ Association. As in previous years, its activities revolved around the publication of the Bar Hill News, the Village Fete and the Firework Display. 

The Bar Hill News has continued to be published more or less on time each month. Its editor, Martin Avery, has done wonders in squeezing the amount of material in the space available. He and the advertising editor, Bunty Waters, are constantly under pressure to include more advertising – it is a mark of the success of the Bar Hill News that advertisers clamour to be in it. Thirty pages (15 sheets of paper) is the maximum that can be accommodated with the present production process. Expanding it to forty pages – the next viable number – would necessitate its going out to an outside printer, which would add considerably to the cost and a disproportionate amount of advertising to pay for it.  The Bar Hill News is now being sent to the Cambridge News, and local radio stations. 

The Village Fete goes from strength to strength. Despite the uncertain weather, that of 2005 was one of the most successful in the thirty years of its existence. The ‘theme’ aspect continues, and, on this occasion, it was one of the Circus.

The Firework Display, without Guy Fawkes and a bonfire, continues to hold its own, and the credit for this must go to Martin Avery without whose expertise it would not have been possible. At times, doubts as to whether it should continue have surfaced, with the attraction of the massive display in Cambridge and the increasing number of regulations being mentioned.

Royal British Legion – Report Given By M Duce
Our Branch is one of the smaller branches in the area having a membership of 29 and an attendance of around 18 at our monthly meetings.  Meetings start with an act of remembrance followed by business and a social time with cheese and wine.  In addition last April we had a sausage and mash supper, and a buffet supper in July.

In August we attended the victory commemoration day at Wood Green with a big band concert in the evening.  Later that month we were invited to Swavesey for a garden party with a Spitfire fly past.  October gave us a steak pie supper and in December we had a social with mince pies at the home of our treasurer.  We finished our social year with a ladies night in the Octagon at which the ladies had a night off for a change and the men did most (?) of the work.

One of the main objects of the Legion is to raise money for the Poppy Appeal, and this year the total was £5445.12 a record for the branch.  This was due to a hard working band of stalwarts, not all of them legion members, and generous help from Tescos in allowing us to collect in front of their store for six days, which was longer than, was agreed nationally.

During the year we made charitable donations of £250 to Halsey House in Cromer, which gives a permanent home to disabled members and also to the Poppy Fund.

The parade and Church service on Remembrance Sunday was well attended with our standard leading the way.  In August we shall be taking a party of 20 on a Scottish holiday with a visit to the Edinburgh tattoo.

We would like to thank the Parish Council for allowing us to have free use of the Council room for our meetings while the village hall is being rebuilt.

The branch welcomes new members who need not be ex service personnel.  Anyone with the legions interests at heart would be made to feel at home.

School Governors – Report given by John Reynolds

Good progress for the school has been made with their performance very high over the last year.  There was a little problem last September when the school was hit by a major flooding incident but many people helped to get the school opened up again.

At the same time inspectors wanted to visit the school for their yearly OFSTED report but this had to be delayed for a few days while the school got back on its feet and after this initial hiccup the inspection went well.

The self-assessment (that is now in place) has been sent off to OFSTED and Bar Hill School was only the second school to be inspected under the new regulations.  They have excellent staff and support staff and their out of school activities support many charities.

There are new challenges for the school where they are hoping to open earlier in the morning, offering a breakfast club and also to open later in the evenings.

Thanks go to the Governors of the school who do a very hard job.  There are still vacancies for School Governors so they would be pleased to hear from any residents that would be interested in becoming a Governor.

Scout Group – No Report Given
SPARC – No Report Given

Sports and Social Club – Report Given by Bob Wells

I would like to open by saying how happy I am to be making this report standing here in the Octagon or at least not in the village hall. Why? You may ask yourself; by making the report here means that the redevelopment of the village hall must be taking place. We can all see the building work and I have had the privilege to have a site visit twice now and I like what I have seen.

The refurbished Village Hall will be a credit to the whole village yes it’s been a long time coming but believe me it is worth the wait and I hope that the previous hirers and many new ones come to enjoy the facilities.

Special thanks must go to the parish council for their continued support for this project even when the many stumbling blocks were put in the way they were there to give advice and lend a steadying hand.

Thanks also to BHVHMC under the chairmanship of Iain Martin; together we aim to make our village hall the envy of villages from miles around.

The sports and social club have had a difficult years trading since the last parish AGM. The decision to remain open during the refurbishment was not a particularly difficult one to make but enacting that decision and paying for it was another story. Temporary buildings, planning authorities & restrictions, licensing authorities to name but a few, but nether the less we remained open and continued to trade.

Even though our trade was down we still continued to support local organisations and affiliated sporting clubs to the tune of £2000+ some of you may have seen our adult football teams in their new tops that we were proud to help to buy.

At our recent AGM we decided to make the entire internal part of the sports and social club non-smoking. Why wait till the law changes lets do it as soon as we move back in were the comments we received from members, this decision should enhance the environment for us all.

I must close my report by once again thanking the parish council for their support in the Village Hall redevelopment project; the new enlarged redeveloped village hall will be an asset to the whole village. I know it has taken a long time but the wait will be worth it.
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Sunshine Pre-School Playgroup – Report Given By Belinda Knott

Madam Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen.  Thank you for inviting us to give this report.  Firstly I must apologise for not being present, but I had a prior engagement.

In June 2005 Sunshine took part in the ‘Big toddle’ which is organized by Barnardos.  It was a lovely sunny day and all of the children who took part had great fun.  The photographer, who came from the Cambridge Evening News, had quite a job taking the photos, as the children were very keen to keep moving.

This year we have welcomed Paulina Geller to our team.  Paulina is highly qualified and has contributed hugely.  We now have three fully qualified play leaders as Tina Eales has passed her level 3 in Pre-School practice, we are very proud of her – well done Tina!

We have unfortunately had to say a sad farewell to our relief play leader, Julie Norman. Julie has had to leave us for personal reasons and I would like to wish her and her family the very best for the future.

Our sessions are now filling up steadily.  We have introduced a ‘rolling snack’ system, which allows the children to have their fruit when they are hungry; they are also encouraged to pour their own drinks, which they really enjoy.

We have introduced a new session on Thursday mornings – KIDZ AM.  This is a pay and play session which allows mums, dads and carers to come along with their little ones.  The children play whilst the adults have a chat and a drink, coffee, tea or hot chocolate.  All ages are welcome, under ones come free.  It has proved very popular and is a lot of fun.

We also do summer sessions in the first two weeks of the summer holidays; this has also proved very popular.

Our fundraising this year has been our usual monthly disco’s and in March this year staff, committee and parents took part in a 25 mile walk around Bar Hill.  The money we raise enables us to buy valuable equipment for the children and to take them on trips.  Very many thanks to all of the people that sponsored us.

One of the trips this year has been to Wimpole Home Farm to see the newborn lambs.  The children were an absolute credit to us and their parents as their behaviour was excellent.  They are very used to going on outings and you may well see them around the village, as we have trips to the library, Tesco opticians and we also go on bug hunts!!!

I would like to thank Jayne Walker, Tina Eales and Paulina Geller for making Sunshine a safe and very happy environment for the children and to all of my very committed committee who work very hard.  Lastly, may I say a big thank you to the community of Bar Hill for your continued support.

Tennis Club – Report Given By Ray Livingstone

Bar Hill Tennis Club are delighted to announce the refurbishment of the two tennis courts and repair of the perimeter fence.  The work was undertaken by DOE Sport in the autumn of 2005.  We would like to thank most sincerely the Bar Hill Parish Council, the Bar Hill resident’s Association and South Cambridgeshire District Council for their generous financial contributions.

The club social nights held every Tuesday and Thursday nights continued last season and the sessions attracted a healthy turnout of members and we are confident of an increase in numbers (and standard?) in the coming season.  We provide Junior coaching on Wednesday evenings and we provide free access to the Bar Hill Community School during the summer term.  We are pleased to report that the men’s doubles team staved off relegation and remain in Division 8 (out of 10) in the Cambridge & District LTA League.

The courts were opened to the public during the Wimbledon fortnight and this tradition will continue this year (1, 2, 8 & 9th July).  This also coincides with the annual Bar Hill fete.

This year to make our refurbishment, we will be welcoming local teams to the courts for friendly matches, and organising intra-club mixed doubles, and internal
Under Ones – No report Given

Village Hall Management Committee – Report Given by Iain Martin
Madam Chair, councilors and villagers.  As we can all see passing the village green building work on the hall is progressing well.  The builders have had to overcome quite a few problems on the way but these have all been solved and we hope to complete work in August/September at the latest.

I would like to thank the parish council and Bar Hill Sports and Social Club for their long-term commitment to the project.

The village hall committee has been working hard at raising extra funding for equipment etc, encouraging old and new hirers for the forthcoming re-launch.

The playgroup will have a superb self-contained area for added security; the social club will have a much larger area and the sports clubs great changing facilities.  I am quite sure all Bar Hill residents will be proud of the refurbishment and will support all the events and groups using it.

Once again I must thank you all for your patience with this project and look forward to seeing you in the new hall for this meeting next year.

7.0 REPORT BY CAMBRIDGESHIRE CONSTABULARY – PC KEVIN MISIK
PC Misik reported that anti-social behaviour has been lower than normal and he would like to thank Llian Cole (the PCSO) who has had a remarkable impact on the village and having Llian patrol Bar Hill has made a marked difference.

In general crime in the village has reduced by approximately 23% from last year.  Hot off the press is the “graffiti artist” who made such an impact in January has been given 24 months of supervision and also 200 hours community service, part of which will be worked at clearing off graffiti.

The DPPO (Designated Public Place Order) was put in place on Friday 21st April and as a consequence we had a quiet weekend.  Very few DPPO’s are in place over the country so Bar Hill is quite unique.  Hopefully this situation will make peoples lives here more pleasant.

8.0 REPORT BY DISTRICT COUNCILLOR – BUNTY WATERS

BW was pleased to announce the new Post Office will be open by the end of the Summer and this will be located in the Library.  The new Postmaster is called Harry and we are very lucky to have the Post Office sited there.  A great deal of work still needs to be done with regard to security etc but the this will enhance the status of the library by bringing more services to their customers.

The DPPO was launched on 21st April and it seems we have had very few problems.  The village seems to have a very good relationship with the Police and hopefully this will continue.

The Bar Hill Massive Youth Project is still firmly on the agenda and hopefully once teething problems have been ironed out the Farmhouse could be open every weekday night but this is still in its early stages.

We have had many problems with HGV’s parking in the village and BW requested that she would like to hear from any residents about problems near them, taking down company names and registration numbers, so she can inform the Route Manager of the County Council who is trying to help us with this ongoing problem.  Also yellow lines have been mentioned for the front of the village and BW will be taking this issue further.  PC Misik mentioned a weight limit but the County Council would not allow this.

Mervyn Pope asked if traffic calming measures could be used around the perimeter road but BW replied that this would not qualify as it was not a through road.

Michael Boughton-Fox then asked if we could have flashing 40mph signs along the perimeter road as this has been done in other villages such as Dry Drayton.  BW again replied that as it was not a through road we would not qualify for these calming measures.

Bob Wells asked if PC Misik could, on a more regular basis, do speed checks along the ring road and as PC Misik had already left the meeting it was agreed that this suggestion would be passed on to him.

9.0 REPORT BY CAMBRIDGESHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL – JOHN REYNOLDS

Record Low in Serious Accidents
The number of people killed and seriously injured on the County's roads is at an all time low despite a massive increase in traffic in the last 10 years.  Although traffic has grown by around 23% in the last 10 years the number of people killed or seriously injured on the County's roads has dropped by 22%.  Some 461 people were killed or seriously injured on Cambridgeshire's roads last year, compared to 527 in 2004.

The County Council has been working with its partners and investing heavily in measures to reduce accidents.  The Council is committed to continue to reduce road casualties and is spending around £15 million this year on a range of measures to improve road safety in Cambridgeshire.  This investment includes a new campaign targeting rural drivers as well as schemes such as the £800,000 roundabout on the A605/ A141 junction near March.  Although there were 51 fatal accidents in 2005 - a rise of 1 compared to 2004, the number of serious injury accidents dropped from 398 in 2004 to 344 in 2005. The number of slight injury accidents also dropped from 2072 in 2004 to 2066 last year.


Schools Shine in New Inspection Framework
Cambridgeshire's schools are consistently better than the national average, according to independent inspectors.  New figures reveal Cambridgeshire has a higher proportion of good schools and fewer under performing, than the country as a whole.

The statistics from OFSTED come after the end of the first term of a new inspection framework.  The new system features shorter inspections, less notice of visits and four new categories of achievement - outstanding, good, satisfactory or inadequate.  Of the new inspections carried out during the autumn term of 2005, 16% of Cambridgeshire schools were judged to be outstanding, compared to 11% nationally. 63% were good, compared to 50% nationally.  No school in Cambridgeshire inspected in that term was judged to be inadequate, whereas across the country, 9% fell into this category.



Milestone for Children & Young People's Services.
The reshaping of council services for children and young people has taken a major step forward with agreement about how service provision will be organised at the area and locality levels.

A key aim of the restructuring was to deliver as many services as possible through multi-disciplinary teams operating in local 'patches'.  Formal consultations on the proposals for achieving this began towards the end of last year and the Management Team of the Office of Children and Young People's Services (OCYPS) agreed the final structure in mid-January and recruitment is nearing completion.

There are now three areas (Huntingdonshire, East Cambs/Fenland and South Cambs/Cambridge) and 14 localities.  The locality team boundaries aim to be the same as the catchment areas of secondary schools (two per locality in the majority of cases).

 


Council Makes the Connexion
The Connexions Service has this month transferred to the County Council from the Department of Education and Skills.  Connexions' main aim is to provide young people aged 13-19 with independent information and advice about employment, education and training - and to help them overcome problems such as substance abuse and relationship problems. Central to the service is a network of personal advisers.

The main national objective for Connexions has been to reduce by 10% the proportion of 16-18 year olds 'Not in Education, Employment or Training' (NEET). Connexions Cambridgeshire and Peterborough achieved a reduction of 27% in the two years to November 2004.  In November 2005, just under 6% of 16-18 year olds were NEET - the target is to reduce this to 5.5% by this November.



Major Transport Projects
Preliminary site work for the construction of Papworth Bypass has started so that the archaeologists could carry out their investigation work.  The main find so far is an Iron Age burial site where 40 burial urns have been found.  The Main construction work for the new bypass to the west of the village starts on 24th April, and will take 10-12 months.

Construction work funded by the Growth Areas Delivery Fund in and around Cambridge is coming to an end with the completion of the new roundabout on the B1050 at Bar Hill and the cycle way network in the southern area of the City.  The work to the A10/A14 Milton interchange has been delayed slightly and this is now programmed for the interchange to be fully operational by the end of April except for the new dedicated slip roads, which will be completed by the end of May.

Two other new major projects are about to start on site.  The improvements to Cowley road junction, in the north of Cambridge, will start towards the end of May and the new landmark cycle bridge over the Cam at Riverside will start in the summer.  Both are due for completion in the spring of next year.  The planning application for the Addenbrooke's Access Road has been submitted and it is hoped this will be determined in the summer.



Shining Light for Council Services
County Council services and systems have been basking in glory recently after being recognised as among the best in local government.

ODPM has just announced Beacon Status for the way the Council develops and harnesses best practice in procurement, and how the authority fights to reduce and recycle the growing mountains of rubbish in the County.

In addition, the County Council was short-listed in three categories of the Local Government Chronicle (LGC) awards and came away with a highly commended for its financial management systems and was commended for its efforts to support and develop talented staff.  The authority is also in line for a Municipal Journal (MJ) Award after being short-listed in the 'Pay and Workforce Achievement of the Year' category.  Both the LGC and MJ award schemes are designed to recognise and reward excellence in local government services.



The Transport Innovation Fund
The County Council was successful in its bid to DfT for the funding of a study taking forward the work on the Long Term Transport Strategy by looking at ways of tackling congestion in and around Cambridge. It is a requirement of the funding that this study must look at road charging.



New Bus Pass Scheme Starts
A Government scheme to provide free bus travel started in Cambridgeshire on 1st April.  Before the new scheme Cambridgeshire offered half price bus travel to people aged 60 and above and those registered with a disability no matter where they travel in the County.

The new Government scheme scraps this and replaces it with a free bus service between 9.30 am and the last bus, Monday to Friday and all day at the weekend including bank holidays but only within their own district.  Unfortunately the additional funding provided to Districts and City Councils by Government is not sufficient to enable them to provide the enhanced scheme across district boundaries that were provided previously.

However, the Authorities have managed to find funding to provide some additional support for the majority of concessionary fare users who cross boundaries.  Anybody wishing to cross their district boundary within Cambridgeshire during these times, including weekends and bank holidays, will have to pay a flat fare of £1.80 return or £1 for a single ticket.  The 
full fare is paid outside those times.

The District and City Councils are responsible for the scheme within their own areas.  Despite having no Government funding the County Council has made sure that people who are blind or are partially sited will still continue to have free bus travel.  The way the scheme is funded has led to confusion and anger from many members of the public who feel they were better off with the old system.

Chancellor Gordon Brown announced in his budget speech that a new national scheme to provide free bus travel off-peak to pensioners and people with disabilities would start in April 2008.  Cambridgeshire County Council has been campaigning with other authorities for a totally free scheme.  Although few details are available it looks like the scheme announced for 2008 will apply a national free system across England at certain times. This could mean people will not have to pay if they cross-district or county borders.



Change of Funding Impacts on Adult & Community Learning
A change of funding focus by Government means a decline in the money made available for Adult and Community Learning in Cambridgeshire.

The impact of the change has been a reduction in funding for adults over the age of 19 both for the County Council's provision and that of the Further Education Colleges with the expectation that learners will pay increased fees to reduce the central government support. This year funding in Cambridgeshire has been reduced by a further £118,000.

Cambridgeshire's fees are already amongst the highest in the country and concern has been expressed that learners, particularly in rural areas, will be reluctant to pay more.  In 2005-6 in Cambridgeshire some 14,000 learners aged 19 plus studied a variety of courses - much of this provision is delivered through the village and community colleges for which Cambridgeshire has a strong tradition.  


 
 ANY OTHER BUSINESS
There being no other business to discuss the meeting closed at 9:45 p.m.  
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