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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Meeting held in The Parish Council Office

at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 19 April 2007


ACTION


1.0     Present: 



S Jenkins 
Vice-Chair
(SJ)


L Baffa
Clerk
(LB)


B Burrage
Councillor
(BB)


J Dean
Councillor
(JDe)


J Doland
Councillor
(JDo)


M Duce
Councillor
(MD)


B Howard
Councillor
(BH)


M Pope
Councillor
(MP)


G Spence
Councillor
(GS)


S Spence
Councillor
(SS)


B Waters
Councillor
(BW)


J York
Councillor
(JY)


R Hall
District Councillor


J Reynolds
County Councillor

Apologies: 
M Sellars
Chair
(MS)


B Dean
Councillor
(BD)


K Misik
Cambridgeshire Constabulary

Due to absence of the Chairperson (Margaret Sellars), the meeting for this evening would be chaired by the Vice-Chair (Sue Jenkins).

2.0
To Approve Minutes of Parish Council Meeting on 15th March 2007:-

The Minutes for the Parish Council Meeting held on 15th March 2007 were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by JY and seconded by MP.  All in favour.

3.0
Matters Arising

Trafalgar Way - Litter

We are still awaiting an answer to our request for this area to be inspected by the Environmental Health Department.  The Clerk will chase them up for a reply.
C

Tesco – Car Wash

This business has now ceased trading.  It was noted that when the Enforcement Officer from SCDC arrived the workers had no idea of the situation.  Apparently Tesco had left the enforcement order sitting on their desk for 8 weeks.

New PCSO

The Clerk informed the meeting that as from May we would be losing our current PCSO (Llian Cole) as she had secured a placement within the Police Force.  However, we will be having a new PCSO (Karen) who used to work for Tesco as their Security Officer, and she should be starting in her post in June of this year.

DPPO

The Police have organised a Meeting with regard to the DPPO for Wednesday 2nd May at 7.30pm in the Church.  This has been arranged, as it has now been one year since the DPPO has been in force and the Police wish to get some feedback from the residents of Bar Hill.  Due to this meeting being held our Environment Meeting has been cancelled for May.

4.0
Clerk/Treasurers Report

a) Correspondence received this month

	D
	Request for donation for the Summer Reading Challenge

Once again, as in previous years, we have had a request for a donation from Bar Hill Library to undertake a further Summer Reading Challenge for the younger children of Bar Hill.  In previous years we have donated £60 for this summer activity and once again it was agreed for this year.  Proposed by BW and seconded by GS.  All in favour.


	C

	E
	Provision of Dog and litter bins

A letter has been received from SCDC asking which options the Parish Council would prefer with regard to dog and litter bins.  The options were

1.  Total removal of litter bins

2.  Charge Parish Councils for emptying new bins

3.  Impose a common standard (proving very expensive)

4.  SCDC providing the full service

5.  Do nothing.

After a brief discussion option 2 was agreed as we already have new bins installed and it will only be necessary to replace existing bins in the future, so this would be the best option to the Parish Council.  This was proposed by MP and seconded by BW.  All in favour.


	C

	J
	HGV’s parking in Bar Hill

A reply has now been received from Highways Agency after a letter was sent to them from Andrew Lansley MP.  A resume is as follows:-

With regard to the Parish Council’s concerns about lorry parking in the village of Bar Hill.  The Highways Agency is currently, conducting a review policy on roadside facilities.  An initial 12-week call for evidence ended on 8th February and the responses are still being considered.  From these a draft policy will be developed on which the public will have an opportunity to comment later this year.

A large number of the responses mentioned the issue of freight parking; consequently a separate in-depth study is being prepared to consider the demand for lorry parking across the whole country with the aim of identifying where deficiencies exist in current provision.

Once again, it seems that we are getting nowhere with regard to lorries parking in the village with the Highways Agency passing the buck.  However, it was mentioned that the Highways Division of the County Council would look at new signage if the Parish Council were willing to contribute financially.  The signage would indicate to large vehicles that overnight parking was not welcome in Bar Hill and also signage at strategically places areas to warn drivers they were entering a residential area. This has already been agreed to in principle, so a meeting will be arranged with the appropriate authorities to see if new signage could be done for the village.  


	C

	K
	Request for a donation

A request for a donation has been received from a young resident in the village who is hoping to travel to Uganda during the summer to help build a home for orphans.  It was agreed that £100 would be donated to help towards his travel expenses.  Proposed by BH and seconded by JY.  All in favour.


	C


Accounts

b)
Outstanding Accounts for Approval

The Clerk went through the accounts for April.  The monthly expenditure report was proposed as a true record by BH and seconded by BW.  All in favour.

The Clerk went through the cheques to be paid in April. The cheques for approval were proposed by MP and seconded by JDol.  All in favour.

The correspondence and accounts are available to view

in the Parish Council Office, Hanover Close, Off Viking Way, Bar Hill
5.0 Chairs Report

Village Hall – Update

SJ asked for comments from the Council and MP felt that before any decisions were made, we would need to find out who actually owns the Village Hall.  If there is a shortfall of funding or a liability then we should know who is responsible.  We know the village owns the Village Hall, but where does the responsibility lie.

The Clerk mentioned that we have now had confirmation back for HM Land Registry that the Parish Council owns the land but the land registry information was drafted before the village hall was built.  The Clerk is still waiting to hear from the Solicitors with regard to ownership of the Village Hall.  If the Parish Council does own the building then the Solicitors should have the original deeds.  She will chase them up as a matter of urgency.
C

MP informed the meeting that having spoken with Iain Martin, they are in the process of securing a commercial loan through the bank and this should be accepted if the Management Committee takes out an indemnity insurance policy to cover the loan amount.

MP had spoken with Iain Martin this morning and he asked MP to ask if the Parish Council would consider giving them a short-term loan, until their application for a commercial loan was sorted out, as the builders will be starting legal action on 23rd April.  SJ replied that this was not an agenda item so financial matters could not be decided on but a Special Meeting could be called to discuss this matter further.

It was therefore agreed that a Special Meeting would take place on Monday 30th April at 7.30pm in the Parish Council office.  This would be on the condition that we have heard back from our Solicitors.

JDol asked if we had received the audited accounts back and these are now to hand.  These will be copied for the Council to inspect before the Special Meeting.
C
Information Centre – Update

Peter Lane has dropped out as tenants for the new Information Centre.  However, Sharmann Quinney is very keen to go ahead with the tenancy agreement.  Andrew Noyes has sent a draft lease agreement for the Parish Council to look at and if agreeable he would like this drawn up as soon as possible as we would then have a guaranteed tenant when the building is completed.

It was agreed that the Clerk would send the terms of the lease to our Solicitors for them to look at and draft up on our behalf.  Having looked through the draft from Noyes & Noyes a few changes were made and the Clerk will make sure this is on the agenda for the next meeting.
C

6.0 
Reports

a) Residents’ Association (R Hall)

Once again there were problems with the April run of the Bar Hill News due to the printer breaking down.  Finally the Residents Association had to have the newsletter printed commercially to be able to get it out on time.

Sue Whiting has now become the new editor.  She is hoping to have a meeting with ASL (the printer providers) and see if the printing problems can be overcome.

Fete Day arrangements are going well and as well as an evening disco, there will be a Tractor Rally as well as Crazy Golf this year.

b) Village Hall Management Committee (M Pope)

A meeting was held on Monday 16th April.  The disco that took place on 31st March made £410 clear profit for the Management Committee.

Materials have been ordered to alter the fire escape, as the original plans did not meet regulations.  Once these alterations have been made SCDC should sign of the building works as completed which will enable the Management Committee to collect the remaining £5,000 grant.

There is strong interest from commercial organisations to use the Village Hall.  Over the coming month there will be an income of £850 from commercial bookings alone and this is very encouraging.

The rent review for the Pre-School was deferred until next month as they are currently having their accounts finalised.

The new Treasurer gave a very good report to the meeting.  The accounts have now been reconciled up to 31st March 2007, although he had no starting figure to work with when he took over the accounts in March.  Also there are minor problems with the VAT returns but he is confident these will be sorted out in due course.

c) Planning Committee (S Jenkins)

As reported in the Planning Committee minutes the Farmhouse was discussed at length.  The Planning Committee had agreed, in principle, to hire out the building to Cottenham Village College and a decision had to be made on what the cost of hire would be along with the terms and conditions of usage.

The Clerk felt that terms and conditions should also be written down for the Farmhouse Youth group, as this has never been done and this was also agreed.

 Within the terms and conditions the following should be adhere to:

Cottenham Village College

No smoking within the confines of the building

No alcohol within the confines of the building

No drugs

No subletting or hiring out to other organisations or individuals

A responsible adult should be present at all times

A register shall be set up for all keyholders

If keys change hands then the Parish Council need prior notice.

Any damage to building/equipment must be made good at group’s expense

Consideration to be given to nearby residents, the Playschool and Primary School

In consideration of nearby residents the Farmhouse shall be closed by 10pm unless by prior consent from the Parish Council

The above will also apply to the Farmhouse Youth Group but additions would be as follows:-

The Farmhouse is held responsible for any damage caused within the building

The Farmhouse is held responsible for the cleanliness and tidiness of the building

The Farmhouse is held responsible for any decorating to be done within the building

The Farmhouse is held responsible for the insurance of the contents of the building

The Farmhouse is held responsible for the first aid box and building security.

The Parish Council is responsible for any structural works that need undertaking

The Parish Council is responsible for the building insurance.

The Parish Council is responsible for all maintenance such as central heating, boilers etc

The Parish Council is responsible for the water, gas and electricity supply.

All the above conditions were agreed and a letter will be sent to our Solicitors for these terms and conditions to be drawn up for both user groups.
C

GS then proposed that we agree the sum, of £100 per week (term time only) at 17 hours per week.  This would be for the first year and after that date the hire charge would be reviewed.  This was seconded by BB.  All in favour.
C
Skate Park

SJ has recently site visited the Skate Park and has found cars getting up on the mound, which could prove extremely dangerous when wet and also when younger children are playing.  She found that a bollard has been removed to enable the vehicles to gain access and it was agreed that the Clerk would have the bollard put back as a matter of urgency.
C

d) Tesco Liaison (B Burrage)

BB has met with Trish and asked why the sign had not been erected for delivery vehicles.  This was done the following day but BB was disappointed to see the sign is very small and most drivers would not be able to see the sign sitting high in their cabs.

e) Environment Committee (M Duce)

The last meeting was very short but the Litter Picking Day was discussed.  Dave Stevens won the grass-cutting contract for the next three years and it was agreed that the Tree Sponsor project would be put on hold until the autumn due to the Tree Survey not having been completed as yet.

f) School Governors Report (B Waters)

There was nothing to report, as there has been no meeting due to the Easter holidays.

g) South Cambridgeshire District Council (R Hall)

Trolleys – There is now new legislation that says if the Parish Council collects the trolleys that are scattered around the village, we can then charge Tesco for collecting them from our premises.

Fly Tipping in Oatlands Avenue – At the request of the RH, SCDC called the Clerk and she gave authorisation to collect the fly-tipping from Oatlands Ave and asked them to invoice the Parish Council, who will then pass the expense on to the resident in question.  However, SCDC are keen to prosecute the resident, as it has become a continuous problem.

h) Cambridgeshire County Council (J Reynolds)

JR brought up the subject of the late bus service and informed the meeting that at present there was no indication of this service being resumed.  However, the County Council was looking at other bus companies to take on the late bus service for Bar Hill.  There may be extra funding available to them to have this service resumed by a different company as patronage has increased substantially but he would like the Parish Council to promote use of the bus service to their residents, thereby giving extra funding to the County Council and this in turn will help them in their efforts in obtaining new services.

i) Community Safety (K Misik)

K Misik gave his apologies for not attending the meeting but a report was sent in his absence.  During the course of the month there were 24 incident call outs to the village.  Of these 24, 10 were on Tesco property, 1 from the Hotel and 4 from the industrial area.  The remainder was in residential areas, mainly anti-social behaviour and car damage.

The Police surgery that is being held on the third Wednesday in every month is proving slow to start but now that it has been advertised in the Bar Hill News more residents are coming to see Llian with their problems.
7.0
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION

Overgrown Trees - SS reported that at 29 The Spinney, conifers in the front garden are now so overgrown that the road cannot be seen when turning in the car.  A letter will be sent to this address for these trees to be cut back.
C
Signs – JDol felt that in view of the fact that we are trying to obtain signs at the front of the village, and then perhaps the Gladeside sign can be put on hold until we know the costs involved for the new signage.

Scout Hut – BH reported that he has attended the first meeting to have the Scout Hut replaced.  A formal committee will be sworn in at the next meeting.  BH would like this item to be put on the monthly agenda under reports and this was agreed.
C
Date of Next Meeting.


There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.30pm.  The next full Parish Council Meeting will take place on Thursday 17th May 2007 at 7.00 p.m. in the Parish Council Office.

Signed ………………………………………………….. (Chair)   
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