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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Planning Committee Meeting

Held in The Parish Council Office

On Thursday 24th May 2007



            ACTION

1.  Present:
S Jenkins
Chair
(SJ)


L Baffa
Clerk
(C)


B Burrage
Councillor 
(BB)

M Pope
Councillor
(MP)


M Sellars
Councillor
(MS)


G Spence
Councillor
(GS)


S Spence
Councillor
(SS)

J York
Councillor
(JY)
2. To Appoint new Chairperson for the Planning Committee

MS nominated that Sue Jenkins be chairperson for a further year and BB seconded this.  All in favour.  SJ thanked the committee and accepted the post for a further year.

3.
To Approve the Minutes of the Previous Meeting

The Minutes from the last Planning Meeting dated 26th April 2007 were read and approved.  Proposed by MP and seconded by GS.  All in favour.

4.
Matters arising from previous minutes

Farmhouse – Julie Bristow

Julie Bristow of the Cottenham/Swavesey locality attended the meeting to discuss the Farmhouse and the way forward.  She is now the person to contact with any issues regarding the Farmhouse.

Jayne Aldhouse had contacted Julie Bristow after attending our Parish Council meeting last week because there were issues that needed to be discussed.  MS explained the financial position of the Parish Council to Julie with regard to the Farmhouse, how the funding is given etc and she was in total agreement that, as we had mentioned at last week’s meeting, the Parish Council must be informed at all times of any changes or activities taking place in the Farmhouse that could have a direct affect on our insurance and also health & safety.

Julie agreed to send a copy of the Youth Bank Application to the Parish Council so we would be able to see what funding they had receive and where it would be going.

Also as the supervisor of the staff at the Farmhouse, Julie will send the draft agreement on the responsibilities of the staff and in turn, once our Solicitors have drawn up our terms and conditions for the Farmhouse, the Clerk will send this through to Julie, as this outlines the responsibilities of both the staff at the Farmhouse and the Parish Council.
C

MS mentioned that we would like to see the Farmhouse open more than one night a week and we would support them in any way to achieve this. Julie implied that they were trying to have the Farmhouse open two or three nights a week, staying open during the holiday periods.

The Planning Committee thanked Julie for attending the meeting, which was thought to be very useful and Julie left the meeting.

Playground Inspector – Job Vacancy

The vacancy will be appearing in the June issue of the Bar Hill News, although there has been a notice on the door of the Parish Council office but as yet there has been no applicants.  The Clerk suggested a couple of residents that may be interested in the job and she will contact them.
C
5.
Planning Applications:-

Next group Plc – Signage

Plans have been received, yet again, for the illuminated signage along the top of the store.  It was agreed that the sign, on the top of the building would be refused as it was alien to the street scene (far too large and also out of keeping with the other signs along the retail section of Bar Hill).

150 Pheasant Rise – Extensions and ground floor annexe

Plans have been received for a ground floor and first floor extension to the above property.  The Planning Committee approved the plans but the Clerk would keep the plans in the office for a further week in case a resident wishes to come to the office and object.  If any resident does object then the Planning Committee would uphold the objection, as is our policy.

6.
Planning Decisions:-

There were no planning decisions

7.
Any Other Business

· Skate Park – Site visit by MWP Services

A report has been received from MWP Services with regard to work that is needed at the Skate Park.  This subject was then discussed at length.  The annual budget for the Skate Park is £3k and it was agreed that a little should be left in the budget for emergency jobs.  Therefore MP proposed that we agree to spend up to £2,500 on the Skate Park for this year. MS seconded this.  All in favour.
C

· Letter from Menzies Hotel – Crow shooting on Golf Course

A letter has been received in reply to our complaint of someone shooting crows on the golf course.  The Hotel explained that the person was shooting rabbits and every care was taken as far as golfers were concerned.  SJ felt their response was unacceptable and this was a problem that would need further investigation.  SJ has already spoken with the RSPCA who indicated that this is not allowed.  It was agreed that the Clerk would contact the Police authority to see where we go from here. 
C
· SCDC – Notes on Traveller Liaison Forum – 27.03.07

This information was note and filed.

· Note form J Doland – New Tesco Manager

J Doland sent a memo to say that the Tesco Manager has now left the store and the new Manager started on 21st May.  His name is Phil (unfortunately his surname is unknown at present).

· Copy letter from County Council – Captain Cole and footpaths

A copy of a letter sent to Captain Cole was received and read out to the Planning Committee with regard to the right of way at Little Meadow.  It was agreed that as the County Council have been dealing with this issue in the past, we should note the contents and file it.

· Bill Miller – Building Regulations Compliancy checks

A letter has been received from Bill Miller accepting the quotation of £750 from Thames Renewables, who are the Building Regulation Inspectors.  They will be acting on our behalf for the Information Centre Suite.  It was agreed that a letter be sent to Bill Miller reminding him that these extra costs will be coming from the capital income for the Information Centre Project.
C
· Fly Tipping – Stonefield

GS reported that fly-tipping is taking place at the end of Stonefield.  The Clerk had already had a phone call from a resident and she will be contacting SCDC to remove the rubbish that has accumulated.
C

There being no further business the meeting closed at 2.55pm.  The Next Planning Committee Meeting will take place on Thursday 14th June 2007 at 1.30pm in the Parish Council Office.
Proposed:          Seconded:
…………………..…………………………….  


Sue Jenkins, Chair - Planning Committee

Author: Leigh Baffa, Parish Clerk
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