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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Meeting held in The Parish Council Office

at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 17 May 2007


ACTION


1.0     Present: 
M Sellars
Chair
(MS)


S Jenkins 
Vice-Chair
(SJ)


L Baffa
Clerk
(LB)



B Burrage
Councillor
(BB)


B Dean
Councillor
(BD)


J Dean
Councillor
(JDe)


J Doland
Councillor
(JDo)


M Duce
Councillor
(MD)


B Howard
Councillor
(BH)


M Pope
Councillor
(MP)


S Spence
Councillor
(SS)


B Waters
Councillor
(BW)


J York
Councillor
(JY)


R Hall
District Councillor


K Misik
Cambridgeshire Constabulary

Apologies: 
G Spence
Councillor
(GS)


J Reynolds
County Councillor

2.0
To Appoint Chair and Vice-Chair of the Parish Council

The Chairperson asked for nominations for the Chair of the Parish Council for the forthcoming year.  BB proposed that MS remain as Chair for a further year and this was seconded by SJ.  All in favour.  MS thanked the committee and accepted the position.

The Chairperson then asked for nominations for Vice-Chair of the Parish Council and MS proposed that SJ stand for a further year and this was seconded by JDean.  All in favour.  SJ thanked the committee and accepted the position.

At this point, SJ asked if she could take the chair and gave her commiserations on behalf of the Parish Council to the Chair for the sad loss of Eddie Sellars.  Before the meeting it had been discussed to make a donation to Arthur Rank House, who looked after Eddie in his last weeks.  SJ proposed that £70 be given to the charity and this was seconded by BB.  All in favour.

MS thanked the Parish Council for their kind thoughts and also thanked SJ for standing in at the last Parish Council meeting and the Annual Parish Meeting.

3.0
To Approve Minutes of Parish Council Meeting on 19th April 2007:-

The Minutes for the Parish Council Meeting held on 19th April 2007 were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by JDean and seconded by BH.  All in favour.

4.0
Matters Arising

DPPO – Cancellation of Meeting

The meeting was cancelled due to the close proximity of the meeting to the local elections.  However, a new meeting will be arranged in the near future and Kevin Misik will inform the Clerk of the new date in due course.
Farmhouse

SJ informed the meeting that the Farmhouse is still having private parties at the Farmhouse and no permission has been given by the Parish Council for this use of our building.  This has many implications such as insurance, health & safety and also the fact that our keys are changing hands from time to time, without our knowledge.

BB proposed that with immediate affect all parties in the Farmhouse cease and this was seconded by SJ.  All in favour.

It was agreed that rather than write to the Farmhouse, BB and SJ would make a visit this evening to see if the Youth Leader (Jayne Aldhouse) could return with them to the meeting so we could make known our concerns.  At this point BB and SJ left and the meeting was suspended for 5 minutes.

BB and SJ came back to the meeting at 7.25pm with Jayne Aldhouse and MS gave her concerns to Jayne with regard to the parties.  Jayne replied that only one had been held and this was for a 13 year old and parents were present.  SJ knew of at least 3 parties that had taken place and Jayne was informed that these must cease with immediate affect and Jayne was happy to comply.

Jayne was also informed that if any alterations or repairs are needed to the Farmhouse, then the Parish Council must be informed and the Clerk will then organise for the repairs to be done through the Parish Council.  Any health & safety issues are also the responsibility of the Parish Council.  Also a key was still needed for the upstairs of the building.  This is of the utmost importance in case the Clerk needs to access the building.

It was agreed that Jayne would put in writing the issues they have, such as a light outside the fire exit, new fire extinguishers are needed and the Clerk said these can be put on the Parish Council contract and also they would like to have a buzzer attached to the fire exit door, so they are aware if the door has been opened.  
C

At this point the Parish Council thanked Jayne for attending the meeting and she left.

Memorial Garden

In the absence of Rev Ruth Adams, MD gave his opinion of where the garden could be located.  He felt the only suitable place would be between the Octagon site and the Parish Council office, although he felt that if seats were installed here, it could give way to the wrong type of presence.  MS felt that perhaps a rose garden and seats could be put here as the area is very well lit and many people walk this area in the evenings.  Also it was felt that the Parish Council could take half of the cost up if the Church agreed to the other half of the cost.

MS therefore proposed that we investigate the costs of a Memorial garden and go 50/50 with the Church.  This was seconded by MP.  All in favour.
C

5.0
Clerk/Treasurers Report

a) Correspondence received this month

	B
	Thank you Letter

A letter has been received from Michael Dean thanking the Parish Council for their kind donation to help with his summer trip to Uganda to help build a school.


	

	C
	SCDC – Litter in Trafalgar Way

A reply has now been received from SCDC with regard to the litter in Trafalgar Way.  They state they have made frequent visits to this area.  They also state that lorries parking on this type of trading estate are unfortunate but are only going to get worse with the closure of the laybys on the A14 and other main routes.  There are presently some 400 HGV’s that require over night parking within this area and they have to stop somewhere.

There has been increased litter picking in this area, but they will not pick litter from private factory areas or the grass areas that belong to these various firms.  Their last visit was on 14th May and they found the estate to be in good condition with very little litter in evidence.  In these circumstances they will not do additional picks until the situation again warrants it.

In respect of the vermin, DCDC will not place out traps or poisons in public places, due to the risk of wildlife and the public.  If the problem is occurring at the entrance to the trading estate then this is a problem for the managing agents of the estate and not SCDC.

The Parish Council felt these points were very unhelpful and did not address the problem that we seem to have.  BH asked that when they next come to inspect the area a Parish Councillor should be available to walk the area with them.  JDol said that he would continue to take photographs of the area and then send them the pictures, as it is nonsense that the area is clear at present.


	

	D
	Domino – Purchase of land

We have now received an email from Noyes & Noyes stating that Domino have decided to go for the smaller plan, leaving the mound to the rear of their property in place.  Andrew Noyes has been speaking with SCDC and they have asked that landscaping also be shown on the plans and Andrew asked if they could landscape the area.  It was agreed that the Parish Council would have no objections to this.

The purchase price had already been agreed to in principle and when Westley & Huff surveyed the land, they gave the Parish Council an estimate.

  
	


Accounts

b)
Outstanding Accounts for Approval

The Clerk went through the accounts for May.  The monthly expenditure report was proposed as a true record by BB and seconded by SJ.  All in favour.

The Clerk went through the cheques to be paid in May. The cheques for approval were proposed by JY and seconded by BB.  All in favour.

The correspondence and accounts are available to view

in the Parish Council Office, Hanover Close, Off Viking Way, Bar Hill
6.0 Chairs Report

Village Hall – Update

This subject was discussed at length.  MS felt that the Trust Deed for the Village Hall was very ambiguous, as on the first page it states that the Parish Council is the owner of the land and proposed Village Hall, and yet on page 8 it states that the Management Committee is able to obtain a mortgage on the property and also sell the property if they so wish.  How can this be, if the Parish Council owns it?

It was agreed that we would wait to hear back from the Solicitors, as we need clarification on the ownership.

MS asked BB if the Management Committee had sought other ways of sorting out their problems, and BB replied that details of a commercial loan had been sought but the interest rate on a commercial property would be extremely high.  BB would take the comments of the Parish Council to the meeting to be held on Monday 21st May.

Information Centre – Update

The Clerk has now received back a reply from Bill Miller giving the reasons for the delay.  Apparently thermal regulations for office buildings have just come in to force and a few amendments to the plans have had to be made.  He states that once these are done the job will go out to tender.

It was agreed that a letter would be sent to Bill Miller giving him our concerns on the delay on this project.  We should inform him that we already have a tenant, who are about to sign the lease for the new building and we do not wish to lose them because of the delay.  Also after three years the access has now been sorted and we have the funds in the bank.  We are keen to go ahead and we need more regular updates.
C

7.0 
Reports

a) Community Safety (K Misik)

Kevin Misik attended the meeting along with the new PCSO, Karen Mahoney and introduced her to the Parish Council.  Karen reported to the meeting that the village was very quiet at present and there have been very little problems

The Parish Council had noted that metal bollards had been installed along the grass verges in Saxon Way and KM was asked if he knew about these.  It was assumed that the County Council had installed these to deter the HGV’s from churning up the verges and this was one step closer to keeping the entrance of the village looking better.

BB asked KM if he would ticket HGV’s illegally parked if he saw them.  KM replied that he would deal with the matter.  It might not be a ticket but he would deal with the matter, i.e. speaking with the driver and moving him on.  If he saw a problem he would deal with it.

BB went on to say that if photographic evidence was forthcoming on illegally parked vehicles would the Police be able to act on the information if the photos were sent to them.  KM replied that he would find out from his superior officer to see if this can be done.

BW felt that the Parish Council is responsible for this village and we are being taken over by the lorries, which is making our lives very difficult.

KM mentioned that there would be a Neighbourhood Panel meeting at Swavesey Primary School on 22nd May at 7pm and if anyone wished to attend this would be a good time for bringing up these issues.

BB mentioned that the ECops system was very good and if any Councillor had not yet signed up they should, as very interesting information is given.

b) Residents’ Association (R Hall)

RH reported that we now have a new look Bar Hill News with the new Editor now in place.  Sue has started to make minor changes that will hopefully be of benefit in the future.  It was agreed that any correspondence for the Editor could be delivered to the Parish Council office and the Clerk will then be able to deliver it to their room. 

The Fete will be the biggest ever.  Even a helter skelter will be making an appearance, the funding for this was given by Domino, so a big thank you to them.  The day will start at 12 noon and will go on until 11.30 in the evening.

c) Village Hall Management Committee (M Pope)

Due to the meeting being held next week, there was nothing to report.

d) Planning Committee (S Jenkins)

SJ reported to the meeting that the Planning Committee has approved a company selling bedding plants, on the Information Centre site.  They asked if they could pitch there for 4 to 6 weeks.  The Planning Committee thought this would tie in nicely with the imminent demolition of the building and is being paid £5 per day for the use of the land.

BB mentioned the smoking ban that comes in to force on 1st July.  He had a meeting with Bob Wells with regard to the implications this would have on the Social Club.  Bob Wells has now spoken with SCDC and they have informed him that smoking would be allowed on the balcony but the area would need to be marked off so nobody smokes within 3 metres of the windows or doors.

e) Tesco Liaison (B Burrage)

BB brought up the subject of the new legal right of the Parish Council to take Tesco trolleys that are found on their land, and store them.  We are in a position to then charge Tesco to come and reclaim their property.  BB feels in the first instance we should write to Tesco and inform them of this law and that we intend to follow it through if the trolleys are not regularly collected.  Also to inform them that at our next Parish Council meeting we will be considering a policy that involves the retrieval of Tesco trolleys on Parish Council land and the charges we shall put in place for the collection of the trolleys.
C

f) Environment Committee (M Duce)

Due to there being no May meeting there was nothing to report, although the Clerk had a memo which she read out to the meeting concerning a problem resident that has been continually bombarding her with telephone calls and messages on the answer phone.

The Clerk has done her best to try and help this resident but all the issues she has cannot be solved by the Parish Council, as most of the problems are concerning the District Council.

It was therefore suggested that the Clerk contact British Telecom and ask for her number to be withdrawn under the BT Privacy clause.  MP also proposed that the Chair of the Parish Council write to the lady in question asking her to refrain from contacting the Clerk on the same issue, as we are unable to help her and this could be construed as harassment.  This was seconded by SJ.  All in favour. 

g) School Governors Report (B Waters)

School lunches are proving to be very popular with now over 120 being prepared every week.  £5k has been raised for the purchase of an extra teacher in time for September but a further £2k still needs to be found.

h) South Cambridgeshire District Council (R Hall)

RH was congraluted on being re-elected as District Councillor for a further term.  He informed the meeting that there are now 8 cabinet members instead of previous 7, and they have agreed to take a pay cut to take on the extra Councillor.

The Government is selling off all the housing stock to Housing Associations and they will take 75% of the sale of the council houses, which will not be used for the redevelopment of new council housing.

i) Cambridgeshire County Council (J Reynolds)

Due to the absence of JR there was no report this month.

j) Football/Scout Group Project (B Howard)

BH informed the meeting that there will be the first meeting next Tuesday, when a suitable name will be announced for this project and a new committee formed.

7.0
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION

MD informed the meeting that he had received a letter, as a resident of Gladeside, informing him that the kebab van has now ceased trading, as SCDC had not renewed his trading licence.

Date of Next Meeting.


There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.35pm.  The next full Parish Council Meeting will take place on Thursday 21st June 2007 at 7.00 p.m. in the Parish Council Office.

Signed ………………………………………………….. (Chair)   
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