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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Meeting held in The Parish Council Office

at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 21 June 2007


ACTION


1.0     Present: 
M Sellars
Chair
(MS)


S Jenkins 
Vice-Chair
(SJ)


L Baffa
Clerk
(LB)


B Burrage
Councillor
(BB)


B Dean
Councillor
(BD)


J Dean
Councillor
(JDe)


J Doland
Councillor
(JDo)


M Duce
Councillor
(MD)


B Howard
Councillor
(BH)


M Pope
Councillor
(MP)


B Waters
Councillor
(BW)


J York
Councillor
(JY)


R Hall
District Councillor


J Reynolds
County Councillor

Apologies: 
G Spence
Councillor
(GS)


S Spence
Councillor
(SS)


K Misik
Cambridgeshire Constabulary

2.0
To Approve Minutes of Parish Council Meeting on 17th May 2007:-

The Minutes for the Parish Council Meeting held on 17th May 2007 were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by JY and seconded by BH.  All in favour.

3.0
Matters Arising

Community Safety

JDol asked if K Misik had replied to the question with regard to ticketing illegally parked HGV’s in the village.  Although K Misik was not at the meeting it had been noted that he had been ticketing HGV’s and also has done several speed checks around the perimeter road and 8 drivers had been stopped.

MP suggested that we write to Inspector Ormerod with a copy to K Misik and ask that we are informed as and when vehicles are ticketed in the future.
C

Tesco Trolleys

As yet we have not had a reply to the letter sent with regard to Tesco trolleys being left around the village and the possible prosecution of Tesco under the Anti-Social Behaviour Act.  It was agreed that this would be deferred until the new Manager was in place at the store.  It was felt that perhaps we should not target Tesco as soon as the new Manager arrives, thus making communication in the future difficult; therefore SJ proposed that as soon as the new Manager is in place we invite him/her to a meeting with the Parish Council so we could start on a friendly note.  This was seconded by MS.  All in favour.
C
4.0
Clerk/Treasurers Report

a) Correspondence received this month

	A
	CALC – Code of Conduct

CALC has informed us that the new Code of Conduct takes effect from October this year so it was agreed to put it on the main agenda for the September meeting.  Also the Parish Council Policy Review is needed so this will be put on the main agenda for July.


	C

	E
	Greenhouse Project

BD explained the situation with regard to the new Greenhouse Project.  He confirmed that no funding is needed as yet as it is still in the planning stage but having looked at the Sport England website, the Greenhouse Project already meet 30% of the criteria needed for future funding.  Also the Football Foundation has funding available for this sort of project.  Three changing rooms have been included in the plans due to girl’s football and hockey will be included.  Also to Football Project has shown interest in using the facilities.

It was noted that they wish to building to be owned by the Parish Council and this was questioned.  BH confirmed that this was brought up because Committees did not want to sit at the table in 20 years time and not know the ownership of the facility as has happened with the Village Hall.  It would be run along the same lines as the Football Project where on paper, the Project is owned by the Parish Council, but is in fact run and maintained by a Management Committee.  The Parish Council accepted this.

MP questioned the reasoning behind three changing rooms, when we already have adequate facilities in the new Village Hall and they are not utilised to their full capacity during the week.  BD replied that due to the change of law with child protection, even if the facilities are not needed, they must be made available.  However, BD will look in to the possibility of using the Village Hall changing rooms in the future.

BD confirmed that the new building will be larger than the existing one but no plans have been drawn up as yet.  As soon as these have been done he will bring them to the Parish Council for consideration.  MS also confirmed that some years ago it was agreed that the Parish Council would allow the building to be built on Parish Council land.

  
	

	G
	Northstowe Development

The information received was noted and filed.  However, it was noted that no exhibitions have been organised for Bar Hill and the Clerk would write to the developers and suggest they have an exhibition in Bar Hill some time in the future and to use the Village Hall site.


	C

	H
	Over Day Care Centre

This subject was discussed at length.  Last year the Parish Council were able to donate £200 for this project and it was agreed, at that time, to look at this again once the budget had been set to see if further help could be given.  Now there is a Senior Citizens budget BB proposed that we send £500 for this year with a review on an annual basis.  This was seconded by SJ.  All in favour.


	C

	I
	Village Hall Management Committee

MS explained the situation to the Parish Council and read out the letter received from Iain Martin with regard to the emergency meeting that was called on Tuesday 12th June.  In the letter IM had said that the Clerk had confided in the Chair of the Parish Council conversations that had taken place but MS categorically stated this was not true, the information had come from open letters in the Bar Hill News.


	


Accounts

b)
Outstanding Accounts for Approval

The Clerk went through the accounts for June.  The monthly expenditure report was proposed as a true record by MP and seconded by SJ.  All in favour.

The Clerk went through the cheques to be paid in May. The cheques for approval were proposed by BB and seconded by BH.  All in favour.

The correspondence and accounts are available to view

in the Parish Council Office, Hanover Close, Off Viking Way, Bar Hill
5.0 Chairs Report

Village Hall – Update

MS had an informal meeting with Bob Wells of the Social Club this morning and he told MS that after meeting with I Martin, they would like to see both committees merge as one and run on a day to day basis as a business.  

B Wells confirmed that systems would be put in place for the new way of running the Village Hall so it should make no difference when he retires as Chair next year.

BB then explained the circumstances on the meeting held with the Building Contractors.  The Clerk was very badly treated and also John Fuller of Britanniabuild was very rude to BB and in fact John Fuller left the meeting and did not return after the confrontation with BB.

MP then commented that he felt that the word Management needed to be put into the committee, he feels that they have not got their act together at all and a more professional footing is needed for the Village Hall to move forward.  However Paul Neal, the new Treasurer, really seems to know his stuff and will be a great asset to the committee.  Since he has started as Treasurer he has uncovered many small problems that were not found and these can now be ironed out.

MS agreed and said that today she had received a full costings sheet from P Neal, which will help in our decision-making.  MS went on that a Special Meeting would need to be called to discuss the Village Hall and for decisions to be made.  MS proposed that Thursday 28th June at 7pm would be suitable and this was agreed.  The Clerk will copy all the relevant information to the Councillors along with the agenda; so all the facts are to hand to enable the Council to make a decision.
C

It was greed that the Clerk will liaise with P Neal to get a full breakdown on the costings from Bill Miller and Britanniabuild.
C
Information Centre – Update

No further information is to hand at present.  The job has gone out to tender and we should hear back before the July meeting.

6.0 
Reports

a) Greenhouse Project (B Howard)

This subject was already discussed under Correspondence.

b) Community Safety (K Misik)

Due to the absence of K Misik, there was no report.


c) Residents’ Association (R Hall)

They are still having problems with the new printing machine, which is why the last issue of the Bar Hill News was so late.  They are looking at outside printers at present and investigating the costings for such a project.

The Fete Day plans are going well and RH hopes that everyone will attend.

d) Village Hall Management Committee (M Pope)

This subject was already discussed under Chairs report.

e) Planning Committee (S Jenkins)

Tesco Car Wash – RH reported that this was a difficult situation.  The last objection was upheld because of the noise so close to the school and the new plans show that the car wash facility has been moved far enough away as not to disturb the school.  Temporary permission for one year has been given so the noise and traffic situation can be monitored.

Signage – The Clerk suggested that a new signpost with finger post signs be erected close to the Parish Council office giving directions for the Post Office and library, Parish Council office, Health Centre etc, as so many people have asked where these locations are.  This was agreed and the Clerk will investigate prices for a post to be erected.
C

f) Tesco Liaison (B Burrage)

BB confirmed that the new Manager would be coming to the Store in the next 2 to 4 weeks.  JDol asked BB to report to Tesco that the drainage at the car wash facility at the Petrol Station was smelling really badly.  They obviously have a problem as the drainage was being looked at, but no improvement as yet.

g) Environment Committee (M Duce)

Nothing to report as only two Councillors came to the last meeting.  SJ reported that the hedging to the rear of Robin Close was in need of cutting back and the Clerk would ask D Stevens to do an extra hedge cut in that area in the near future.
C
h) School Governors Report (B Waters)

There has been no meeting so BW had nothing to report.

i) South Cambridgeshire District Council (R Hall)

RH reported that a decision will be made in August about Milton Country Park, but it seems to be good news and the Park will remain open.  On Saturday there will be a Northstowe exhibition to be held at Oakington.

A Climate Change Consultation will be due shortly and RH has asked if any resident would be interested in taking this subject forward on behalf of the village.

15 Field View – Change of use to a commercial premises as well as a dwelling has been refused by SCDC because of the high usage of heavy vehicles using the street but the resident concerned has appealed.

j) Cambridgeshire County Council (J Reynolds)

JDol asked JR when the new waste-recycling centre would be up and running.  JR replied that a DEFRA certificate should be obtained by September of this year and the site should be operational within 2 years.

JR also confirmed that the entrance to The Spinney has now been resurfaced and the residents of this street have been very complimentary at the speed at which this job was done.

JR informed the meeting that he has had several conversations with the Whippet bus company who seem to have been unable to get their bus timetables installed at the relevant bus stops, but this has now been sorted out.

The A14 upgrade was briefly discussed and JR informed the meeting that the bids are now in and the successful contractor will be announced in September.  The work has been split in to east and west and these will be done in 2 phases.

7.0
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION

Swavesey Panel Meeting – BW reported that she would be attending this meeting on 21st August to put the Council’s points across.  JR emphasised that as many people as possible should attend as this is an ideal opportunity to have quick win issues sorted that the residents are concerned about such as HGV’s in the village etc.

Football Project – BH reported that the Football Project is confused about the current insurance situation and they were supposed to contact the Clerk to clarify their position.  The Clerk confirmed that as of last March they were responsible for their own insurance.  MS suggested that the Clerk write a letter to the Football project to confirm they must make their own insurance arrangements.
C

Fencing at Garage area of Hollytrees

JY brought up this subject because it has now been 18 months since the wall came down and many residents have been complaining to him about the mess.  It was agreed that a site visit would be arranged at the next Planning Committee meeting to look in to this matter.
C

Date of Next Meeting.


There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.35pm.  The next full Parish Council Meeting will take place on Thursday 19th July 2007 at 7.00 p.m. in the Parish Council Office.

Signed ………………………………………………….. (Chair)   
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