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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Planning Committee Meeting

Held in The Parish Council Office

On Thursday 6th September 2007



            ACTION

1.  Present:
S Jenkins
Chair
(SJ)


L Baffa
Clerk
(C)


B Burrage
Councillor 
(BB)


M Pope
Councillor
(MP)


M Sellars
Councillor
(MS)


G Spence
Councillor
(GS)


S Spence
Councillor
(SS)
Apologies: 
J York
Councillor
(JY)
2.
To Approve the Minutes of the Previous Meeting

The Minutes from the last Planning Meeting dated 12th July 2007 were read and approved.  Proposed by MS and seconded by BB.  All in favour.

3.
Matters arising from previous minutes

Herald Contractors – Quotation for Memorial Garden

A quotation has now been received back for the creation of a Memorial Garden for £5,000 (50% of which would be paid for by the Church).  MP felt that even though we would be contributing towards the creation, it should be the responsibility of the Church to maintain this area once established.  It was also agreed that we would obtain two further quotations for this work.
C
Farmhouse – Quotations for flooring as requested be Parish Council

Three quotations have now been received, as requested by the Parish Council, for the new flooring for the Farmhouse.  MS proposed that we should pay £1,000 towards the cost of the flooring and this was seconded by SJ.  All in favour.
C

Quotation for Needle Disposal Kits for the Play Inspector

Needle Disposal kits have now been received and these will be given to our Play Inspector on his next visit.

Quotation to replace two windows at farmhouse



The two broken windows have now been replaced at the Farmhouse.

4.
Planning Applications:-

31-39 Saxon Way – Erection of headquarters building for Domino

Plans have been received for the erection of a new building for Domino as their new headquarters.  On inspection of the plans the Committee had no objections.

195 Appletrees – Conservatory

Plans have been received for a new conservatory and the Planning Committee approved the plans.

21 Hillcrest - Conservatory

Plans have been received for a new conservatory and the Planning Committee approved the plans.

5.
Planning Decisions:-

a. 116 Pheasant Rise  – Extension (SCDC granted permission)

b. 150 Pheasant Rise – Extensions and annexe (SCDC granted permission)

c. Domino Printing Services – Car Parking Spaces (SCDC granted permission)

d. 14 Stonefield – Extension (SCDC granted permission)

e. 14 The Fairway – Extension (SCDC granted permission)

6.
Any Other Business

SPARC Building – Letter from Ginn & Co

A letter from our Solicitors Ginn & Co was read out at the meeting.  It seems that the hold up on the Lease Agreement has been with their Solicitors (Irene Spence) and Ginn & Co are now chasing up for completion.  However, they have informed us that there is no reason why we should not be collecting the rent from them as they have been using the site for the past few years.
C
East Cambs District Council – Planning Inquiry

It was felt that this area is too far away for the new development to have an impact on Bar Hill so a letter will be sent declining to support their objection to the new development.
C
SCDC – Draft Licencing Policy

The contents of this letter was noted and filed.

18 The Spinney – Phone call re erecting shed outside his boundary

It was agreed that BB would site visit the area and come back to the next Planning Committee meeting with his findings.  However, it was agreed that if the land does belong to the Parish Council and we agree to let him have a shed, this would set a precedent within the village.  With regard to the same subject the property in Little Meadow has still not removed their garden shed and a further letter will be sent to ask for this to be removed off Parish Council land.

Hollytrees fencing – discussion please

This was discussed at length.  MS felt there was two options the first being to kill off the weeds for now and look at this area once again next year.  The second option would be to either plant hedging or a small fence between 3ft-4ft in height.  It was agreed that the Clerk would obtain quotations for both options.
C
Information Centre

The Clerk had a meeting with Doug Reynolds with regard to the new building at the Information Centre site.  A memo was read out to the meeting with his conclusions.  He felt there were two options as the following was outlined

We should have the plans changed to suit our needs.

The aluminum roof is disregarded and a traditional tiled roof with a standard felt baton and tile be put in its place.

The footings and ground works would need to stay the same.

He does not draw up plans so we would need to find someone that would be willing to tweak the existing plans to our needs.

Option 1.  Go out for quotations to building companies other than the three we have already tried (with the new plans).  Without Bill Miller’s involvement he would be happy to be the site project manager, to make sure things ran smoothly.

Option 2.  This is with some risk to the Parish Council.  However, he would take on the compete job and sub-contract out to various local builders making sure he oversees the project as it goes along.  This could take extra time to build, as we would need to fit in with various builders’ timetables.  However, we would have the satisfaction of knowing the building was constructed by local companies.  This would also involve the Parish Council more by overseeing some of the job timetables.  Also in getting the security fencing and cabins put in place before the builders to start work.

MS proposed that the Clerk would write back to Doug Reynolds and ask if he could give us a rough estimate on costs for the build on both of the above options.  Plus what his fees would be for Project Managing the site.  This was seconded by SJ.  All in favour.
C
In the meantime the Clerk would go back direct to the company that supplied the lowest tender and suggest our changes and ask if their price can be reduced to suit the changes.  Also the Clerk will contact Ron Hilsdon (Building Inspector) and ask if these changes would need proper plans drawn or could they go to SCDC as an amendment.
C
Also we would invite Doug Reynolds to our next Parish Council Meeting if he has some figures to look at by that time.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 2.48pm.  The Next Planning Committee Meeting will take place on Thursday 27th September 2007 at 1.30pm in the Parish Council Office.
Proposed:          Seconded:
…………………..…………………………….  


Sue Jenkins, Chair - Planning Committee

Author: Leigh Baffa, Parish Clerk
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