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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Meeting held in The Parish Council Office

at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 20 September 2007


ACTION


1.0     Present: 
M Sellars
Chair
(MS)


S Jenkins 
Vice-Chair
(SJ)


L Baffa
Clerk
(LB)


B Burrage
Councillor
(BB)


B Dean
Councillor
(BD)


J Dean
Councillor
(JDe)


J Doland
Councillor
(JDo)


B Howard
Councillor
(BH)


M Pope
Councillor
(MP)


G Spence
Councillor
(GS)


S Spence
Councillor
(SS)


B Waters
Councillor
(BW)


R Hall
District Councillor


J Reynolds
County Councillor



Apologies: 
M Duce
Councillor
(MD)


J York
Councillor
(JY)


K Misik
Cambridgeshire Constabulary

2.0
To Approve Minutes of Parish Council Meeting on 19th July 2007:-

The Minutes for the Parish Council Meeting held on 19th July 2007 were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by MP and seconded by JDol.  All in favour.

2.1
Matters Arising

Fly tipping - JDol reported that fly tipping was still in evidence at the Tesco Recycling area.  SCDC had been informed but nothing seems to have been done as yet.  The Clerk will chase SCDC for an answer.
C
HGV Parking - It was reported that nothing had come back from David Lines as yet about the pinch points and signs for the village.  David Lines did indicate this would take some time to design and price up but had assured us that the work would be done before the end of the financial year.  The Clerk will write and ask how far he has got.
C
Tesco Car Wash - It was also reported that the smelling drains at the Tesco car wash was still very bad.  Again Environmental Health had been informed and RH will be asked to chase the department concerned.

2.2
To Approve Minutes of Special Meeting held on 22nd August 2007:-

The Minutes for the Special Meeting held on 22nd August 2007 to discuss the Information Centre were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by BB and seconded by JDean.  All in favour.

2.3
Matters Arising

Information Centre -  The Clerk went through the documentation already sent to the Parish Council and explained the options open to us, along with the email sent from D Reynolds.  This matter was discussed at length and it was decided that we would not immediately inform Bill Miller until a firm decision about a contractor has been made.

BD suggested that we write to Bill Miller and ask that if the plans had been kept on computer disk, then we would like a copy of this.  If there were a disk in existence then it would be far cheaper for us to get the plans changed.  Otherwise we will need to go to another Architect for the plans to the redrawn, because of the structural changes needed before we can proceed.  It was also agreed that before we seek further quotations we would wait to see if the lowest tender price comes back with any savings. 
C

2.4
To Approve Minutes of Special Meeting held on 3rd September 2007:-

The Minutes for the Special Meeting held on 3rd September 2007 to discuss the Village Hall were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by SJ and seconded by BD.  All in favour.

2.5 Matters Arising

Loan Agreement - The Clerk informed the meeting that the loan had now been paid to the Management Committee and all the outstanding debts have been paid.  She went through the Loan Agreement from the Public Works Loan Board and wanted a decision on how to pay the loan back.  We could either pay by direct debit, the first payment being on 6th March and then every six months thereafter.  Alternatively we could pay by cheque on presentation of an invoice which will come four weeks before the amount is due to be paid.  The Clerk felt that payment by cheque would be preferable, as this would give her a paper copy of all the transactions.  SJ therefore proposed that we send a cheque every six months and this was seconded by BD.  All in favour.
C
Tesco Car Wash – It was reported that there had been a breach of planning permission as Tesco were still washing cars at 7pm at night when the permission clearly stated that they finish by 6pm every evening.  A letter had been written to SCDC with a copy of the conditions attached.  RH has been asked to chase this up.

3.0
Clerk/Treasurers Report

a) Correspondence received this month

	E
	Poppy Appeal 2007

A letter has been received from the Royal British Legion asking once again for a donation for this year’s Poppy Appeal.  This was briefly discussed and it was agreed to increase the donation, as we have given the same amount for the last four years.  Therefore JDol proposed that we donate £175 and this was seconded by BB.  All in favour.


	C

	G
	Invoice from ACTIV Security

An invoice has been received from ACTIV Security for the maintenance of the CCTV cameras at the Post Office.  Although the Parish Council paid for the installation of the CCTV cameras it had not been agreed that we would maintain them.  Therefore the invoice would be sent to the Post Office for them to pay.


	C

	I
	Village Hall – Trust Deed

A letter has now been received back from Ginn & Co who feel that, although they have not yet had time to study the document thoroughly, in view of the changes we wish to make, a new Trust Deed should be drawn up.  Mrs Barham will contact us as soon as she has had time to study the document.


	

	J
	Bar Hill Scout Group

An email had been received from the Scout Group requesting use of the Village Green on Saturday 27th October.  They are having a night hike and they wish to finish the hike at Bar Hill with 50 scouts (and leaders) sleeping in tents on the village green.  This was discussed at length and it was felt that, although the Parish Council would like to help with this activity they would have to keep the wishes of local residents in mind and would have to refuse permission.  Also football would be played on the village green early next morning, and possibly a party would be booked in the Village Hall and there could be an overspill on to the green from the party and it would be impossible to keep the two activities apart.


	C

	K
	Bar Hill Cricket Club

A letter has been received requesting a contribution towards a new specialist lawnmower.  The mower is in the region of £4,000 and they have already been fundraising and would be able to pay for up to 50% of the total cost.  After a brief discussion it was agreed that the Clerk would write back and inform them that because we have already purchased the storage containers this year, there was no extra funding in the budget.  However, the situation could be reviewed to be included in the budget for the next financial year so although we cannot commit ourselves at this time, we would look at this more favourably in the next financial year.  Also to include a note of congratulations on all their efforts over the last year.


	C

	L
	Email from Julie Harris – Farmhouse Youth Group

The email was read out and it indicated that several items need to be looked at.

Concerns about the lack of lighting outside the building.

The internal fire exit light does not work

Light over the fire escape does not work

Cooker does not work

Do they have a TV licence (yes they do) and can they have an aerial.

This matter was discussed at length.  With regard to the outside lighting issue, the Parish Council had, some years ago, contacted the County Council about extra lighting in this area and the reply was that due to there being no existing street columns in this area, this would not be financially viable, so an outside light was installed on the outside of the building that comes on when the building is in use.

With regard to the fire escape lights, this is probably just a light bulb change so the Clerk will ask her handyman to take a look.

The Parish Council is only responsible for any structural repairs to the building and the cooker does not come in this category.  The Parish Council did not supply the cooker so this will have to come from their budget and be seen by someone of their choosing.

The same applies to the TV aerial.  This is not the responsibility of the Parish Council.  However, it was noted that for the last two years the Parish Council have paid for the TV Licence.  It was agreed that the Parish Council would pay for all utility bills and a TV licence does not fall within this category, so from next year the Farmhouse will have to pay for their own TV Licence.

Finally, it was also agreed that whilst writing the Clerk would mention that we need to have a copy of their insurance schedule lodged at the Parish Council.  This is a condition for all properties owned by the Parish Council.  The actual building insurance is covered by the Parish Council but the contents; liability etc should be done by the Farmhouse.


	C

C


Accounts

b)
Outstanding Accounts for Approval

The Clerk went through the accounts for August.  The monthly expenditure report was proposed as a true record by MP and seconded by BB.  All in favour.

The Clerk went through the cheques paid in August. The cheques for approval were proposed by BH and seconded by BD.  All in favour.

The Clerk went through the accounts for September.  The monthly expenditure report was proposed as a true record by JDol and seconded by GS.  All in favour.

The Clerk went through the cheques paid in September. The cheques for approval were proposed by JDean and seconded by SJ.  All in favour.

The correspondence and accounts are available to view

in the Parish Council Office, Hanover Close, Off Viking Way, Bar Hill
4.0
Chairs Report

Information Centre – Update

Already discussed under matters arising.

Village Hall – Update

Already discussed under matters arising.

New Policy For Persistent Complainants

MS had drafted a new policy document for persistent complainants.  Also there are two standard letters that should cover all aspects of complaints.  SJ proposed that this policy be adopted and this was seconded by BD.  All in favour.

5.0 
Reports

a) South Cambridgeshire District Council (R Hall)

RH reported that the issue with the Tesco Car Wash operating after the stipulated hours has been passed to the Enforcement Officer.  As soon as he has further information he will let the Parish Council know.

The recycling centre in the Tesco car park is still subject to fly tipping and is not being cleared up quickly enough.  It seems to be a constant mess and SCDC will be monitoring the situation.  Hopefully with the new recycling bins being installed this may help to eradicate the problem.

Bar Hill is one of the healthiest villages in Cambridgeshire (statistically speaking).

A late bus survey has been done in South Cambridgeshire and the Bar Hill late bus was featured, although no conclusion has yet been made.

b) Cambridgeshire County Council (J Reynolds)

JR reported that the parking policy is yet to be finalised.  When the A14 is upgraded some lorries will be taken away from the village but he does not know what sort of impact this will have on the village has a whole or indeed other villages in the area.

MP asked JR if there were any indications within the proposals for the upgrade to make provisions for lorry parking.  JR replied that they are continuing to press this case with the Government, as the demand is substantial.

c) Greenhouse Project (B Howard)

The Public Meeting was very useful, although not many people attended.  They are moving along and are making good progress with the setting up of the new committee.  BD also commented that it was agreed that more facilities are needed in the village.  Funding is still ongoing and they have located areas of possible funding.  They will also be looking at the Sunshine Playgroup building now that it has been vacated and they will look at ways of utilising this facility instead of having a new Scout Hut

d) Community Safety (K Misik)

Due to the absence of K Misik, no report was given but the Neighbourhood Panel Meeting held in September was discussed.  In these minutes it was reported that the DPPO is working well within the village but Councillors have reported there still seems to be problems at Tesco Car Park and it was suggested that a letter be written to Sergeant Chris Burns asking if they could have a meeting with the Tesco Management to see if these problems can be eradicated.
C
There also seems to be a problem on Friday nights around the Church with young people starting to gather making a great deal of noise.  It was agreed that we would ask for further patrols in this area in Fridays and Saturdays.
C
MS reported that the next Neighbourhood Panel meeting is set to take place in November and suggested that the Parish Council go en mass to put these issues forward.

JDol brought up the subject of lorry parking in the village reporting that there are still issues in Gladeside, Robin Close and Trafalgar Way.

e) Residents’ Association (R Hall)

This year’s fete cost less than expected and the extra money received has been ploughed back in to next year’s fete.  Kirsten Goodfield has agreed to take on the Fete for a further year.  RH also confirmed that the Firework Display will take place as usual on Monday 5th November and the Fete will be held on Saturday 5th July 2008.  As yet no theme has been discussed.

f) Village Hall Management Committee (M Pope)

As MP did not attend the last committee meeting, BB reported that the AGM was held on Monday 17th September and this went well.  After the AGM the normal Committee Meeting was held and the letter sent from the Parish Council about the new conditions was well received.

The Bookings were discussed and these are going well with the hall being used well in to next year, also 4 weddings have been booked.  Having examined the accounts it was agreed that the loans could be paid back, although things will be tight for a while.

g) Planning Committee (S Jenkins)

The grassed area outside 18 The Spinney was discussed at length and it was decided to bring this subject up at the next Planning Committee meeting where members of the Council will site visit the area.
C
h) Tesco Liaison (B Burrage)

JDol reported that the new Manager was called Phil Britton and the Clerk confirmed that no letter has been received with regard to the Manager attending one of our meetings.

JDol also asked if BB could ask for the Tesco Car Wash to have a sign put up stating their opening times.

i) Environment Committee (M Duce)

There was no meeting this month so no report was given.

j) School Governors Report (B Waters)

BW reported that she has been elected as Chair for a further year.  There are also two places for School Governors and this will be advertised.

The school was awarded the Basic Skills Quality Mark for the second time and also the International Award (British Council) for the third time in August 2007.  Interesting range of activities was the feedback from the panel.

There are three new members of staff, Kevin Herring, Claire White and Claire Poulton.

The school will be involved in a pilot of a QCA English Assessment Project called Assessing Pupils Progress (APP).  It will be launched nationally in the spring term of 2008 and the school will receive £1,000 funding to train two teachers to lead the project in school.  The project will focus on both reading and writing and will be supported by a literacy consultant.

The school meals are going very well and have had a good take-up.  The Chef has been digging and starting to grow vegetables in the school grounds and he is very well thought of and enjoys working with the children.

6.0
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION

December Meeting – MS has requested this be put on the next main agenda for discussion, as she would like the December meeting date changed due to her being away at Christmas.
C

Dog Bins – BW reported that she would like a new dog bin installed at the rear of Acorn Avenue and the resident that empties the bin would also empty the dog bin (as SCDC refuse to empty these bins as there is no vehicle access).  This was briefly discussed and it was felt that a member of the public should not be emptying dog bins on our behalf due to health a safety reasons.  Therefore the request was noted but refused.

Football Project – BH brought up the subject of the insurance policy and the Clerk confirmed that their insurance ran out in March of this year and from that date they should have arranged their own insurance.  It was noted that they would also need public liability insurance to cover any injuries on this property. 

Date of Next Meeting.


There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.55pm.  The next full Parish Council Meeting will take place on Thursday 18th October 2007 at 7.00 p.m. in the Parish Council Office.

Signed ………………………………………………….. (Chair)   
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