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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Planning Committee Meeting

Held in The Parish Council Office

On Thursday 11th October 2007



            ACTION

1.  Present:
S Jenkins
Chair
(SJ)


L Baffa
Clerk
(C)


B Burrage
Councillor 
(BB)


M Pope
Councillor
(MP)


M Sellars
Councillor
(MS)


G Spence
Councillor
(GS)


S Spence
Councillor
(SS)



J York
Councillor
(JY)

2.
To Approve the Minutes of the Previous Meeting

The Minutes from the last Planning Meeting dated 26th September 2007 were read and approved.  Proposed by MS and seconded by BB.  All in favour.

3. Attendance of Paul Thorby


Paul Thorby had been invited to attend today’s meeting so he could further discuss the insurance issues that the Football Project had with the Parish Council.  He indicated that he would like to resolve the matter with insurance and has asked the Parish Council to contribute towards the future insurance, 50% paid by the Parish Council and 50% paid by the Football Project.  At present the Parish Council pay the total amount and this insurance will be coming to an end in March 2008.


P Thorby went on to say that the original funding bid for the Football Project was based on the fact that the Parish Council would be paying the insurance on their behalf.  Pat Ryan and Harry Welbourn, Parish Councillors at that time, had agreed to this back in 2001, although it had been minuted that the Parish Council would pay the insurance for three years and this would be reviewed after that time.


Jairo Marin had attended a Parish Council Meeting and it had been recorded in their minutes of 14th June 2005 that the Parish Council would not be paying the insurance after April 2006 and they were informed that after that date they would have to make their own arrangements.


He continued that when the business plan was drawn up they insurance had not been allowed for in the figures and if they had to start paying the full amount, this would reflect on the hire charges for the facility.


JY commented that the Parish Council only agreed to pay the insurance to help them get the facility up and running and after this time it should be taken over by the Football Project.  MS also stated that even though the Parish Council owns several facilities in the village, the insurance is the responsibility of the Committees and not the Parish Council and if we continue to pay their insurance this would set a precedent.


MP then asked what the hire charges were and P Thorby gave the figures of the school paying £1 per hour (which has never been increased).  The Colts pay £6 per hour (which has recently gone up from £5 per hour).  All income is spent on the maintenance of the pitch and new machinery.  So far they have had to replace the floodlights and goals and also there are high electricity costs.  An honorarium payment is also made to the groundsman.  All other income is set aside for the resurfacing of the pitch, which should take place in 2008.


After inspecting the accounts MP asked what the cost of the resurfacing would be, as the accounts showed that they had £30k in the account and the payment of the annual insurance premium should not be a problem?


P Thorby estimates the resurfacing would cost in the region of £25k to £30k.  He felt the point was being missed as the Parish Council had made a commitment to pay the insurance according to the bid requirements.


MP felt that even if the Parish Council had made that commitment back in 2001, then we should have the flexibility of reviewing the situation from time to time and if we felt payments should stop, then we should have that choice.


MS felt that the meeting had now come full circle and this subject would be discussed at length at our Parish Council meeting next week, whereby the full Council would make the decision on whether we carry on paying the insurance on behalf of the Football project.  As soon as a decision is reached the Clerk will inform him of the outcome.
C


At this point Paul Thorby left the meeting and the Planning meeting resumed.


On his departure it was agreed that the Planning Committee would recommend to the full Parish Council that we stop the insurance policy after March 2008 and they would have to make their own arrangements.

4.
Matters arising from previous minutes

After site visiting the area and the relevant conclusions were put forward, the Clerk received a further visit from the resident concerned who felt that the Planning Committee had been unfair in their decision and should have met with him personally to discuss the issues.

It was agreed that the issues he has with his neighbour is a matter for him to sort out, as this is not a Parish Council matter.  If he feels he is unable to converse with his neighbour directly, then a Solicitor should be contacted.
C
5.
Planning Applications:-

a. 114 Watermead - Conservatory

Plans have been received for a conservatory at the above location.  The Planning Committee approved the plans. 

b. Chaps Ltd, 45 Viking Way – First floor extension

Plans have been received for a first floor extension at the above location.  After examining the plans they were approved by the Planning Committee.

c. 159 Dwellings at Longstanton (Phase 3b)
Plans have been received for the erection of 159 dwellings at the Longstanton development.  As is always the case, the Planning Committee refused the plans on the grounds that the extra housing would cause undue traffic congestion coming from and in to the village of Bar Hill.

6.
Planning Decisions:-

195 Appletrees - Conservatory (SCDC granted permission)

21 Hillcrest – Replacement Conservatory (SCDC granted permission)

7.
Any Other Business

30 Otter Close – Kerbing Problems

Complaints had been received about the state of the kerbing close to 30 Otter Close and the Clerk had written to both the County Council and SCDC and both have now replied stating that this area is not an official highway, therefore is not their responsibility.  A site visit will take place to ascertain where the responsibility lies.

WSP – Northstowe Environmental Impact Assessment

A document has been received with regard to the above.  MS agreed to take the document home to read and will report back at the next Planning Committee meeting.

Road surface problems

BB reported that there is a very large pothole inn the road by Bar Hill Motors.  It was agreed that since Tesco had yellow lined this part of the road, in the assumption it is their responsibility, then we shall write to them and ask for them to repair the potholes.
C

It was agreed that Moira from Tesco Stores Ltd would be invited to the next Planning Committee meeting to discuss various subjects with regard to the village.
C
There being no further business the meeting closed at 2.20pm.  The Next Planning Committee Meeting will take place on Thursday 25th October 2007 at 1.30pm in the Parish Council Office.
Proposed:          Seconded:
…………………..…………………………….  


Sue Jenkins, Chair - Planning Committee

Author: Leigh Baffa, Parish Clerk
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