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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Meeting held in The Parish Council Office

at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 18 October 2007


ACTION


1.0     Present: 
M Sellars
Chair
(MS)


L Baffa
Clerk
(LB)


B Burrage
Councillor
(BB)


B Dean
Councillor
(BD)


J Dean
Councillor
(JDe)


J Doland
Councillor
(JDo)


M Duce
Councillor
(MD)


B Howard
Councillor
(BH)


M Pope
Councillor
(MP)


G Spence
Councillor
(GS)


S Spence
Councillor
(SS)


B Waters
Councillor
(BW)


J York
Councillor
(JY)


J Reynolds
County Councillor



Apologies: 
S Jenkins 
Vice-Chair
(SJ)


R Hall
District Councillor


K Misik
Cambridgeshire Constabulary

2.0
To Approve Minutes of Parish Council Meeting on 20th September 2007:-

The Minutes for the Parish Council Meeting held on 20th September 2007 were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by BH and seconded by JDol.  All in favour.

3
Matters Arising

Change of December meeting date - MS has asked if it would be possible to change the December meeting date.  It was agreed that the meeting would now be held one week earlier on Thursday 13th December.

Budget Meeting - It was agreed that the Budget Meeting would be held on Wednesday 7th November, followed by the Environment Meeting.  

HGV Parking – Pinch Points - BW reported that she has now heard back from David Limes who has informed her that due to staff shortages he has been unable to get the plans ready for the pinch points.  BW felt that they are taking too long on this matter and we should pressure them to make this a priority.  MS did reply however, that David Limes did indicate that the plans would take time and would be done by the end of the financial year (March 2008) and not the end of the year.  In the meantime it was agreed that the Clerk would write to David Limes and ask if the signs could be erected as a matter of urgency.
C
Tesco Car Wash - The drains at the Tesco car wash was still very smelly and RH was asked to investigate further.  However, due to him not attending this evening’s meeting, we are no further with this issue.

Farmhouse – BW had a meeting with Julie Bristow and John Butler this week with regard to the Farmhouse and was pleased to inform the meeting that very soon they will be opening three nights a week as they now have received funding for a further paid youth leader.

The Clerk also informed the meeting that Claire Fouracre of Cottenham Village College has now started using the Farmhouse on Fridays from 9am to 2pm.  It has been agreed that they would keep a record of the hours they use the building and the Clerk will then invoice them for that use.  The Clerk also mentioned that her keys had been given to Claire Fouracre so now she no longer possesses a full set of keys for the Farmhouse (these are required for the continual maintenance that is needed on the premises).  JDean proposed that the locks would be changed (on the external doors only) all parties will be informed with a new key handed out to only those who have signed the register.  The new keys are to be the kind that cannot be copied.  The Parish Council must have full control on who uses the premises due to our insurance conditions.  This was seconded by BB.  For = 11.  Against = 1 (BW, who felt this was a waste of money).  Motion carried.
C
Absence of PC Misik – The Clerk informed the meeting that Karen Mahoney said that Kevin was away on special duties at present but she was still doing her patrols of the village and did attend the Police Surgery on Wednesday of this week.  She has also sent in a report for last month’s crime figures.

It was agreed that a letter would be written to Sergeant Chris Burns stating that we have not seen Kevin in the village for some time and he has stopped coming to our meetings, could he please give us a reason why this has happened.
C

4.0
Clerk/Treasurers Report

a) Correspondence received this month

	A
	Letter from Camsight

A letter has been received from CAMSIGHT thanking us for all our support in the past and hoping that they can rely on us in the future.  BB proposed that since they help so many people in Bar Hill we should donate £100 towards their cause and this was seconded by BW.  All in favour.


	C

	B
	Sergeant Chris Burns

An email has been received asking that if their officers use the Parish Council Office could they have access to our internet connections to enable them to work from our office.  It was agreed that the Clerk would reply and say that if they wish to pay for the installation of an internet connection then we would be happy to have one installed for their use.


	C

	C
	Various copy letters from Andrew Lansley MP

Letters have been going back and forth with regard to the HGV problems in this village and Andrew Lansley has been very much hands on as far as this is concerned.

MP said that a resident had stopped him and asked if he knew that people were using the bushes close to Trafalgar Way as a toilet facility and the area was badly littered once again.  It was agreed that the Clerk would write to Environmental Health and ask for them to site visit the area and also a copy letter to Andrew Lansley as this may well help our cause with the HGV’s in the village.  Also a copy of this letter to be sent to Andrew Noyes as it was thought that they are the agents for the units in this area.


	C

	D
	SCDC – Environmental Impact Assessment

MS had read through the document that was given to her at the last Planning Committee meeting and it asks for the opinions of the Council with regard to environmental impact.  The opinions were as follows:-

The impact of the extra traffic to Bar Hill.

Air quality because of the extra traffic

Excess water backing up in to the village stream when there is heavy rainfall.

Where is the park that was promised to the Northstowe residents?

Clarification of the red lines on the map supplied (planning application area).

If any Councillors have further thoughts could they please email or call the Clerk so these can be added to the reply letter.

JR was asked to explain about Northstowe and he reported that the roads should be put in place before any building starts on Northstowe, as these would be needed for access routes.  Northstowe was then discussed at length.

 
	


Accounts

b)
Outstanding Accounts for Approval

The Clerk went through the accounts for October.  The monthly expenditure report was proposed as a true record by GS and seconded by MP.  All in favour.

The Clerk went through the cheques paid in October. The cheques for approval were proposed by BB and seconded by GS.  All in favour.

The correspondence and accounts are available to view

in the Parish Council Office, Hanover Close, Off Viking Way, Bar Hill
5.0
Chairs Report

Information Centre – Update

The Clerk has still not had a reply from the contractor in question so MS proposed that we now go ahead and get some new plans drawn up for planning approval with the changes that have already been agreed at last month’s meeting.  It was also agreed that the Clerk would contact D Reynolds to inform him that we plan to go ahead with the build on our own and any help he can provide would be appreciated.  This was seconded by BB.  All in favour. 
C
Village Hall – Update

The loan Agreement for the £82k has now been drawn up.  This will be signed at the next Planning Committee meeting by the Chair and Vice-Chair and then it will have to be passed to the Village Hall Management Committee for them to sign.
C
6.0 
Reports

a) School Governors Report (B Waters)

BW had not been able to attend the meeting because of a clash with the Parish Council meeting.

b) South Cambridgeshire District Council (B Waters)

The only item for discussion was bus passes.  BW reported that there are two forms for bus passes.  The white forms are for the normal pass passes for Cambridgeshire, which should be sent in as soon as possible.  The yellow forms are for the nationwide bus passes and these will take effect from April 2008, although they should also be sent as soon as possible.

c) Cambridgeshire County Council (J Reynolds)

HGV’s were discussed once again.  JR confirmed that the rail network from Felixstowe to Peterborough was being upgraded and hopefully this will take much of the freight off the A14 (however, this is in the distant future).

A deal has now been struck with Tesco to provide a sign to indicate where the Library and Post Office is situated.  Also a full set of bus timetables have now been installed at every bus stop in the village.

d) Greenhouse Project (B Dean)

BH did not attend the last meeting, as the Committee forgot to inform him of the date, therefore BD briefly reported that they have now looked at the Sunshine Playgroup building and will be meeting to discuss this site further as a possible venue for the Colts changing rooms.

MP asked why there was such urgency in having more changing rooms on the village when the Village Hall Changing rooms were not being used to their full capacity.  The reply was that the football regulations was such that changing rooms had to be made available (whether they were used or not) and the quota of changing rooms in this village was not enough to meet their criteria.

BD also confirmed that a business plan was underway and this should be done in the next couple of weeks.

e) Community Safety (K Mahoney)

Due to the absence of K Mahoney, a report was sent as follows:  There have been 52 calls for service in total over the past month in Bar Hill, nine of these incidents were related to rowdy nuisance calls relating to Tesco and the Fish ‘n’ Chicken as well as a couple of private addresses.

All other incidents cover such things as road related incidents including the A14 and Bilkings (drive offs) from Tesco.

All in all it has been a fairly quiet month.  We are aware of the anti social behaviour taking place around the Church area and they will continue to regularly patrol this area to tackle the situation.

f) Residents’ Association (R Hall)

No report this month due to the absence of RH.

g) Village Hall Management Committee (M Pope)

A meeting took place on Monday of this week.  Iain Martin was in the Chair and it was good to see him once again.  There has been a meeting with Bill Miller to iron out the snagging problems with the Village Hall and this will soon be completed.  All outstanding bills have now been settled and the current hiring situation looks very promising for the future.

Insurance details have now been sent to the Clerk to be kept at the office.  Paul Neal has done a new layout of the accounts and the Clerk handed out copies for the Councillors to inspect.  The setting up of the budget for the next financial year is underway and should be done by the end of the month.

h) Planning Committee (S Jenkins)

At our last Planning Committee meeting, Paul Thorby attended to discuss the insurance issues they have with the All Weather Sports Pitch.  P Thorby made it clear that when the funding bid went through it had been agreed that the Parish Council would be responsible for the insurance.

Pat Ryan and Harry Welbourn were the Councillors at that time and they did most of the negotiating with the Football Project and they did not indicate at any time that we would be responsible for the insurance on a long term basis, although it had been agreed that the Parish Council would pay the insurance for the first three years to enable the Football Project to get up and running.

MS has been through the funding bid and could not find any mention of the insurance, although their constitution, which was written after the bid, does mention insurance but this has never been agreed or signed by the Parish Council.  MS feels that a contract has to be agreed and signed by the parties concerned and the Parish Council had never signed any documentation on the matter.

P Thorby said that Pat Ryan was under pressure to only give them three years insurance, but MS assured the meeting that this was not the case.  We agreed to pay for three years and after that time the insurance would be reviewed.

A full discussion then took place on the insurance aspects of the Football Project and mention was made of the current hire charges.  Therefore BD proposed that we should write to Paul Thorby and congratulate them on their obvious success with the Football Project, however after March 2008 the Parish Council would not be insuring the Football Project and they will need to make their own arrangements.  This was seconded by GS.  For = 11.  Abstained = 1 (BH because of declaration of interest).  Motion carried.
C
MS also explained the reasons why the Planning Committee objected to the amended plans for the Tesco Recycling Centre.  The objections were to the new 3.6 metre high building they intended to erect, as this would have a serious impact on the residents of Robin Close and Gladeside.  Also the objection included the loss of some very mature trees and hedging and it was thought this was unacceptable as these hedges and trees were put there originally as a screen for the residents of Robin Close and Gladeside.

i) Tesco Liaison (B Burrage)

Moira will be invited to the next Planning Committee meeting and any problems can be raised with her at this meeting.
C

j) Environment Committee (M Duce)

There was no meeting this month so no report was given.

7.0
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION

Village Green - JY reported that the village green is looking very good since it has been treated and he has received many compliments from residents.

Football Project - BH reported that there is still a space for a second Parish Councillor on the committee.  It was agreed that BH could formally inform the committee that the Parish Council did not require the extra space and this could be given to another organisation.

Trafalgar Way – JDol reported that he would be sending in some further photographs of HGV’s for these to be sent to the Police Authority.

Date of Next Meeting.


There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.25pm.  The next full Parish Council Meeting will take place on Thursday 15th November 2007 at 7.00 p.m. in the Parish Council Office.

Signed ………………………………………………….. (Chair)   
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