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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Meeting held in The Parish Council Office

at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 15 November 2007


ACTION


1.0     Present: 
M Sellars
Chair
(MS)


L Baffa
Clerk
(LB)


B Burrage
Councillor
(BB)


J Dean
Councillor
(JDe)


J Doland
Councillor
(JDo)


B Howard
Councillor
(BH)


S Jenkins 
Vice-Chair
(SJ)


M Pope
Councillor
(MP)


S Spence
Councillor
(SS)


J York
Councillor
(JY)


J Reynolds
County Councillor



Apologies: 
B Dean
Councillor
(BD)


M Duce
Councillor
(MD)


G Spence
Councillor
(GS)


B Waters
Councillor
(BW)


R Hall
District Councillor


K Misik
Cambridgeshire Constabulary

2.0
To Approve Minutes of Parish Council Meeting on 18th October 2007:-

The Minutes for the Parish Council Meeting held on 18th October 2007 were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by JDol and seconded by MP.  All in favour.

3
Matters Arising

Trafalgar Way (Litter) - It was reported that the litter that had accumulated opposite the petrol station has now been cleared away.  This was possibly done because of the letter sent to SCDC and also the intervention of Roger Hall.

MS read out an email from Roger Hall that he had received back from Chris Bradley of SCDC who thought our HGV problems had been sorted out.  Roger has sent him a reply.  Apparently Rob Rowarth of County Council has informed Roger that there are 360 places for HGV’s to stop overnight but there are a further 400 HGV’s that need to park overnight and there are no facilities for these extra vehicles.   

Policing of the Village – There still seems to be a lack of policing in the village and no sightings of Kevin Misik for quite a while.  The Clerk will be writing to Sergeant Chris Burns to ask where he is being stationed at present.
C

There is still anti-social behaviour at the Church.  The Clerk has spoken with the PCSO about the problem and she assured the Clerk there would be extra patrols in this area over the weekends.  SS mentioned that when they were having problems at the Village Hall, they decided to leave the outside lights on and this deterred the youth from hanging around at night.  BH will speak with the Church and see if this can be done.

Farmhouse – The Clerk explained the reason for not changing the locks as yet.  There is a meeting next Thursday with Julie Bristow (who runs Youth Facilities in South Cambs) and we will be informing her of the Parish Council’s decision to change the locks.  This cannot be done overnight as there are many groups that use the facility and they will need to be informed.

4.0
Clerk/Treasurers Report

a) Correspondence received this month

	A
	Letter from Camsight

A letter has been received from CAMSIGHT thanking us for the donation of £100.


	

	B
	Rabbit Infestation in Bar Hill

The Clerk had a phone call from a farmer, based in Lolworth explaining that they are currently having an infestation of rabbits in Lolworth with the rabbits seemingly coming from Bar Hill, behind the industrial estate.  They have tried many things to eradicate the rabbits, such as shooting and gassing but they seem to be getting nowhere.

This was discussed at length.  JDol reported that he works on the industrial estate and he has never seen any rabbits.  It was agreed that the Clerk would contact SCDC and ask them to site visit the area in question (she will also give the contact name and number of the farmer in question).


	C

	C
	Street Signs – Email from SCDC

This email was read out to the meeting by MS who felt that the naming of streets were not really the concern of the Parish Council and the Clerk would write to the department concerned and state that this Parish Council would not need the services that they have indicated in the email.


	


Accounts

b)
Outstanding Accounts for Approval

The Clerk went through the accounts for November.  The monthly expenditure report was proposed as a true record by BB and seconded by JY.  All in favour.

The Clerk went through the cheques paid in November. The cheques for approval were proposed by BH and seconded by SJ.  All in favour.

The correspondence and accounts are available to view

in the Parish Council Office, Hanover Close, Off Viking Way, Bar Hill
5.0
Chairs Report


Code of Conduct

In the latest issue of the CALC Bulletin it has been reported that under the Code of Conduct, Prejudicial Interests may need to be amended.  MS suggested this item be put on the main agenda for December for further discussion, as the Council would need to read the item in question before we can agree to incorporate the statement into our Standing Orders.
C

Information Centre – Update

MS reported to the Council about the meeting the Planning Committee had with a building contractor.  MS felt that we had started to get somewhere with the Information Centre as the building contractor was happy to take on the project and bring the building in to budget.

However, The Clerk had a meeting with the new architect on Wednesday and he did not feel able to make the necessary amendments due to indemnity, which would become void if he took over the project from Bill Miller.  If we then had problems with the building the Parish Council would not be covered and could be subject to further costs.

The architect suggested that we either use Bill Miller to amend the plans or use the building contractor for the redesign and build.

It was agreed that we contact the building contractor in the first instance to ask what work his company has done in the past, so the Parish Council can inspect their work.

BB then suggested that we officially contract the building contractor to do the job as this is a quicker solution and the building could possibly be finished by the summer.

The letter to the building contractor should include the following:

· Examples of work that have been competed by the company

· The plans to be amended to include a brick built building and standard tile roof

· Plans to also include low maintenance capabilities

· Total budget to be within the budget figure.

· When the amendments have been completed a meeting to be set up with the building contractor, our proposed Project Manager and the Parish Council to discuss the way forward with the project.

All the above will be subject to the following criteria:

· The Parish Council is satisfied with examples of work already done

· All work to be within the budget

· A time guarantee (say 30 weeks from start to completion)

· Approval of any necessary planning permission and building regulations

· Change of use from office to retail

· Clearance of old Information Centre site

· Construction of new building 

The above information was then proposed by SJ and was seconded by MP.  All in favour.
C

Also a courtesy letter to be sent to Bill Miller to say thank you for their past help but we have decided to go with the building contractor who will be redesigning and constructing the building and we will be working direct with his company to reduce our costs, so Bill’s services will no longer be needed.
C

6.0 
Reports

a) Environment Committee (M Duce)

There was no meeting this month so no report was given.

b) School Governors Report (B Waters)

In the absence of BW there was no report.

c) South Cambridgeshire District Council (B Waters)

In the absence of RH and BW there was no report.

d) Cambridgeshire County Council (J Reynolds)

JDol reported to J Reynolds that fly-tipping is a continuous problems over at the recycling Centre.  JR replied that there are fixed penalty notices for fly-tipping but this is very hard to prove.  If a prosecution is forthcoming then it is up to the magistrate to ensure that the fine goes to the Chancellor’s department and then the County Council has to try to get the costs reimbursed, which is a very long process.

JDol the asked about the illegal employment of children, as reported by JR in his monthly emails and JR replied that this problem is dealt with by Trading Standards who are continually looking at ways to improve conditions.

The Library in Cambridge was briefly discussed as it had been reported in the newspaper that this would now be 6 months behind in completion because of problems they had found with the supporting walls.

e) Greenhouse Project (B Dean)

No report given as there has been no meeting this month.

f) Community Safety (K Mahoney)

No reported was given due to the absence of the Police.

g) Residents’ Association (R Hall)

In the absence of RH, MS reported that the Residents Association is looking in to purchasing a new printer as both existing printers are now very old and are quite often, needing attention.

The Over newsletter was brought to their last meeting and they will be looking at ways of adopting some of their existing format in to the Bar Hill News.  However, the Over newsletter is double the size of ours, which gives problems to the collators and the people who deliver the newsletter.

h) Village Hall Management Committee (M Pope)

The meeting will not be held until next week, so there was no report given.

i) Planning Committee (S Jenkins)

SJ confirmed that we would be obtaining quotations for the weeding of the netball courts in the short term.  In the New Year the Clerk will have the area looked at with a view to removing the existing tarmac.
C

j) Tesco Liaison (B Burrage)

Moira was invited to this meeting but failed to attend so several questions the Parish Council had could not be raised.

Perkin Elmer have deliberately blocked the footpath close to the petrol station to force Tesco to move the path as they feel this is a safety problem as the path comes out directly on to the roundabout on the perimeter road.

7.0
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION

Visitors to the Parish Council Office – BB felt that a recording machine should be purchased for the recording of all visitors to the office.  This way the Clerk has proof when complaints are forthcoming.  This was briefly discussed and the Clerk felt this action was unnecessary as she was confident of her own ability to deal with problems as they arose.  Therefore it was agreed that no action would be taken at present.

HGV Problems – Meeting at Domino – A resident has organised a meeting at Domino on 3rd December to discuss ways of halting the continued use of the village by HGV’s and had requested that the Parish Council send out the letter.  This was done and although the Parish Council agree wholeheartedly with the contents of the letter it was felt that it should not have been put on Parish Council letterhead as some of the statements could not be backed up by the Parish Council.

The Parish Council is doing everything, within their power, to address this problem but it has to work within the confines of government procedures.  Therefore it was agreed that a further letter would be sent to all the commercial units stating that that we cannot take responsibility for the letter and it should not have been put on letterhead.
C

We are actively pursuing methods of dealing with this issue and are at present in discussions with the relevant authorities but we do not have all the information to hand at present so we are unable to send a representative from the Council to the forthcoming meeting.

A letter will also be sent to the resident concerned explaining the reasons why this action has taken place.
C

Date of Next Meeting.


There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.20pm.  The next full Parish Council Meeting will take place on Thursday 13th December 2007 at 7.00 p.m. in the Parish Council Office.

Signed ………………………………………………….. (Chair)   
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