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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Meeting held in The Parish Council Office

at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 13 December 2007


ACTION


1.0     Present: 
M Sellars
Chair
(MS)


L Baffa
Clerk
(LB)


B Burrage
Councillor
(BB)


B Dean
Councillor
(BD)


J Dean
Councillor
(JDe)


J Doland
Councillor
(JDo)


M Duce
Councillor
(MD)


B Howard
Councillor
(BH)


S Jenkins 
Vice-Chair
(SJ)


M Pope
Councillor
(MP)


G Spence
Councillor
(GS)


S Spence
Councillor
(SS)


B Waters
Councillor
(BW)


J York
Councillor
(JY)


R Hall
District Councillor


J Reynolds
County Councillor



Apologies: 
K Misik
Cambridgeshire Constabulary

2.0
To Approve Minutes of Parish Council Meeting on 15th November 2007:-

The Minutes for the Parish Council Meeting held on 15th November 2007 were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by BH and seconded by BB.  All in favour.

2.1
Matters Arising

Policing of the Village – The Clerk has now had a reply back from Sergeant Burns who stated that they are continuing with the community policing with PCSO’s in the village.  Kevin Misik is still very much involved in the village.

The recent attack that occurred in the village was discussed at length and MS (who knows the victim) will be contacting him in the next few days to see how he is recovering.

MP felt that this was the time to bring up the problem the Village Hall had recently with regard to a CCTV camera being stolen on 3/11/07 at a function that was taking place.  Iain Martin called the police on 8/11/07 but the police did not get back into contact with him until 21/11/07 after he had called again to see what had happened.  It was felt that this delay was not acceptable.

Acorn Avenue Bus Shelter – This was discussed at length and the Clerk has already had the debris cleared away (after speaking with the Insurance Company, who agreed that it had to be cleared for health and safety reasons).  They will be sending a loss adjustor to the site and they will be getting back in touch in due course.  In the meantime the Clerk will obtain three quotations for the shelter to be rebuilt but this will probably now be after the New Year.
C

JDol informed the meeting that he had contacted the police to obtain an incident number and was very disappointed that they did not seem very interested, especially since the driver of the vehicle that demolished the bus shelter had left the scene of the accident and that is a criminal offence.

MD then mentioned that the Library had been robbed on Sunday 2nd December, the perpetrators had got in to the back of the building, probably thinking that they would be able to get in to the Post Office, but they were not able to and only left with the safe for the library.  Again, after the break-in was reported it took over two hours for the police to arrive at the scene.

3.0
To Approve Minutes of the Budget Meeting on 7th November 2007:-

The Minutes for the Budget Meeting held on 7th November 2007 were read and approved as a true record.  The Clerk has now gone through the figures and these have been ratified.   Proposed by BB and seconded by SJ.  All in favour.  The precept for the financial year 2008/2009 will be £ 91,340.

3.1
Matters Arising

Cricket Club – It had been agreed to bring this subject up at a later date and BB informed the meeting that the Cricket Club would be purchasing the lawn mower in the very near future.  The budget was looked at and it was agreed that, depending on what funding was needed; this grant could come from the youth budget for this financial year.  Therefore BB proposed that in the first instance we write to the Cricket Club and ask them what funds have been raised so far and what the shortfall was.  Once this has been established the Clerk would have the authority to pay up to £500 and if the funding would be more than £500 this would be discussed at the January meeting.  Seconded by MP.  All in favour.
C
4.0
Clerk/Treasurers Report

a) Correspondence received this month

	C
	Village Hall Management Committee

A letter has been received detailing their budget and expenditure forecast for the forthcoming year.  It was noted that the Parrish Council were very happy with these figures and a letter of thanks will be sent to the Management Committee.


	C



	D
	Bar Hill Farmhouse

This subject was discussed at length as there seemed to be some confusion over the way the new Youth facilities will be run in the future.  It was agreed that BW would report back at the next Parish Council meeting in January with any updates.


	

	F
	Swavesey Village College – Change of Status

A letter has been received asking the opinion of the Parish Council about their possible future change of status to a Trust and the following was agreed:

Please give your views about Swavesey Village College acquiring Trust status = No the Parish Council feels this should not occur as we have concerns about the admissions policy and if having trust status changed the policy; this could stop students from attending the college that live in Bar Hill.

Do you support the scope of the vision for the Trust asset out in the letter = The Parish Council do support the scope but this should already be incorporated in to the existing policy.

Please comment on the expected benefits of becoming a Trust School.  Are there any outcomes you would like to suggest = The Parish Council can see no benefits.

Do you wish to comment on the proposed external partners?  Who else might be considered = The Parish Council are in favour of any external partnerships if they are deemed to be advantageous to the running of the school.

Is there anything that concerns you about the acquisition of Trust Status = We have already stated our concerns in number one above.  We also do not agree with the criteria of Trust status such as employing your own staff, owning the land and buildings and also the responsibility for admissions.

These points raised will be sent to Swavesey Village College in the next few days.


	C

	G
	Request for a donation from Happy Hours

A request for a donation of £200 has been received to enable them to pay a keep fit instructor to come once a month with simple exercises.  This was briefly discussed and MP proposed that in view of the fact they help many of the more elderly residents in the village and they continually fund raise to support themselves we should grant them the £200 in full.  This was seconded by SJ.  For = 12.  Abstained = 1 (BW).

 
	C

	I
	Letter form Colts Football Club

A letter has been received from Paul Neal of the Colts Football Club clarifying the situation with regard to the need for further changing room facilities in the village for the many football matches that are played every week on the village green and school playing field.


	

	J
	Lorry Parking in the village

Firstly, Sergeant Chris Burns has requested a meeting with the Parish Council in early January to take a further look at the HGV problems in the village.  It was agreed that we would offer him the date of Thursday 10th January at 7pm; if he is available for this date we will arrange a Special Meeting. 

The minutes of the meeting between Alan Choat and the local business units was then discussed and JDol took exception to the contents of minutes and felt that the Parish Council should not be getting involved.  They have now decided to set up a separate group calling themselves “Bar Hill Trading Association” and it was agreed that this is a totally different process to the way the Parish Council must work and although we have no objections to the “Trading Association” taking on the various authorities, we would not be involved in any way and would continue our efforts as before.

It was also agreed that the Clerk would write to Alan Choat and, whilst agreeing that he should work closely with the business units, he must in future deal with his own correspondence and not to ask the Parish Council to do this work on his behalf.


	C

C

	K
	Letter from Insurance Company – Thruffle Way

MS and the Clerk had a meeting recently with this resident and the alleged problems with the trees in the woodland area.  The resident considered the trees to be dangerous and MS promised that the Clerk would contact SCDC and let them know that she considered the trees to be dangerous and ask for them to inspect the area concerned.

The resident also informed MS that large pieces of debris were falling into her garden and MS agreed that if the debris was too large for her to remove then she should contact the Clerk who would arrange for the debris to be cleared from her garden.

MS also promised the resident that she would take her request to have the leaves removed from her garden to the Parish Council for their consideration.  A unanimous decision was taken not have the leaves removed as it was felt that this was the responsibility of the householder.  Motion carried.

Lastly, a letter and report has been received from an Insurance Company, acting on behalf of the resident indicating that although at present there was no subsidence caused by the oak trees this could be a distinct possibility in the future.  It was therefore agreed to send the report to SCDC and ask for their views.


	C

C


Accounts

b)
Outstanding Accounts for Approval

The Clerk went through the accounts for December.  The monthly expenditure report was proposed as a true record by BW and seconded by GS.  All in favour.

The Clerk went through the cheques paid in December. The cheques for approval were proposed by SS and seconded by GS.  All in favour.

The correspondence and accounts are available to view

in the Parish Council Office, Hanover Close, Off Viking Way, Bar Hill
5.0
Chairs Report


Standing Orders

It was agreed that the statement found in the last issue of the CALC bulletin would be incorporated in to our Stranding Orders.  This was proposed by MS and seconded by BB.  All in favour.  The clerk will make the necessary alterations and send a copy to the Councillors for them to be inserted in to their Policy Booklets.
C

Information Centre – Update

A quotation for the work involved in erecting a new building at the Information Centre site has now been received from the Contractor and this was looked at by the Council.  All the contents were noted and agreed to and once the Clerk has looked at the finances to ensure that sufficient funds are in place we would go ahead with the work.  This was proposed by SJ and seconded by BB.  All in favour.
C
Also the prices for the Project Manager was discussed and agreed to.  Proposed by BW and seconded by GS.  All in favour.  The clerk will write to both contractors and ask them to go ahead with the work as soon as possible.
C

6.0 
Reports

a) Tesco Liaison (B Burrage)

Nothing to report at this month’s meeting, although BB was very disappointed that Tesco did not attend the last Parish Council meeting as promised.

b) Environment Committee (M Duce)

There was no meeting this month so no report was given, although the Clerk informed the meeting that she has now had the Tree Survey back and was looking through the document to see what needs to be done as a matter of urgency.  She is hoping that, as before, this will be done on a three year rolling basis, with the most urgent jobs being done in the first year.

c) School Governors Report (B Waters)

There will be a Christmas meal on 18th December for the school governors and staff.  Two new governors have been elected as two existing governors are leaving.  Admissions for 2008 are currently at 33, which is down on last year.  The school are concerned that cars are parking on the school field when football matches are being played.

d) South Cambridgeshire District Council (R Hall)

Of particular note is the item concerning the Government's Local Authority Financial Settlement 2008-2011 as affecting South Cambridgeshire.  Unless more money is forthcoming as a result of a meeting between the Leader and Chief Executive and a Government minister next Tuesday, cuts in services may well result. The grant for the three years 'does not even cover inflation (2.5%), and makes no allowance for increased pension contributions (2.1%) or increased Government and public expectations or increased population growth 1.0%)'. The main details are as follows:
 

In cash terms, an increase of £29,000 (0.4%) is proposed for 2008/9, £39,000 (0.5%)for 2009/10 and £74,000 (0.9%) for 2010-11.  The figures are based on a falling population, from 140,139 in 2007/8 to 139,224 in 2008-09. This estimate is based on 'historic growth'; in view of the immigration into the district both from this country and overseas, and we are now nearly two-thirds the way through the census cycle, the population is likely to be well in excess of this.

The cost of the enhanced concessionary far bus scheme is being distributed as a specific grant. The £183,000 promised is unlikely to cover the full costs of the scheme.

Recently, the Secretary of State announced that she expected Council Tax to be 'substantially below' 5%. The Council's proposed increase was 4.9%, which may have to be reduced to avoid capping.  As a result, a final decision for Kerbside Plastics Recycling has now been deferred until January. 

 
e) Cambridgeshire County Council (J Reynolds)

JTR reported that over the last few weeks the Police have been very active in Trafalgar Way and have issued many HGV’s with tickets for a series of different offences.

There is a review being started at the Home Office about PCSO’s working within the community and a new set of regulations will be set out.  There are currently 16,000 PCSO’s working in the UK.

f) Greenhouse Project (B Howard)

Bank accounts have now been set up.  A business plan is in the process of being drawn up.  A local architect has been appointed to draw up new plans and the Greenhouse Project is looking at funding i.e. the Football Foundation, Sport England and the National Lottery.

g) Community Safety (K Mahoney)

No report was given due to the absence of the Police.

h) Residents Association (R Hall)

On 5th November, the firework display raised £480 to go to a local charity.  The Residents Association is currently looking at new printing machine for the Bar Hill News.  The Editor and Martin Avery are doing a number crunching exercise and these figures will be brought to the January meeting for discussion.

i) Village Hall Management Committee (M Pope)

The budget for the forthcoming year has already been discussed under correspondence and MP wished to add that the Management Committee had agreed to give a small financial contribution to Helen Gordon and Paul Neal for their hard work in maintaining the bookings and the setting up of the accounts.

It is with some certainty that the hire charges will be increased next year and these increases have not been included in to the budget.

j) Planning Committee (S Jenkins)

41 Acorn Avenue has sent plans for a new conservatory and the Parish Council briefly looked these at.  There were no objections so the plans were approved.  IT was also agreed that if a specific subject was being discussed at future Planning Meeting the Clerk would inform all Councillors so they have the option of attending the meetings.

7.0
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION

Menzies Hotel – BB informed the meeting that the manager had contacted him and asked if they could erect a temporary sign at the Information Centre site until the building is demolished.  Unfortunately people are missing the turning for the hotel while the old building is still standing.  This was briefly discussed and no objections were given if the sign was put on a wheeled board.  If the sign were attached to the building (as they have suggested) they would need to obtain planning permission.  BB will inform the manager of the hotel, of our decision.

Scams – JDol reported that his daughter has been subject to a telephone scam and was warning the Council of the problems.  It was agreed that a piece would be put in the next edition of the Bar Hill News to warn residents. 

Date of Next Meeting.


There being no further business the meeting closed at 10.20pm.  The next full Parish Council Meeting will take place on Thursday 17th January 2008 at 7.00 p.m. in the Parish Council Office.

Signed ………………………………………………….. (Chair)   
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