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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Meeting held in The Parish Council Office

at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 17 January 2008


ACTION


1.0     Present: 
M Sellars
Chair
(MS)


L Baffa
Clerk
(LB)


B Burrage
Councillor
(BB)


B Dean
Councillor
(BD)


J Dean
Councillor
(JDe)


J Doland
Councillor
(JDo)


M Duce
Councillor
(MD)



S Jenkins 
Vice-Chair
(SJ)


M Pope
Councillor
(MP)


G Spence
Councillor
(GS)


S Spence
Councillor
(SS)


B Waters
Councillor
(BW)


J York
Councillor
(JY)


R Hall
District Councillor

Apologies: 
B Howard
Councillor
(BH)


K Mahoney
Cambridgeshire Constabulary


J Reynolds
County Councillor



2.0
To Approve Minutes of Parish Council Meeting on 13th December 2007:-

The Minutes for the Parish Council Meeting held on 13th December 2007 were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by BD and seconded by MP.  All in favour.

2.1
Matters Arising

Cricket Club – They have now purchased their mower but as yet we have not heard back from them.

Farmhouse – BW informed the meeting that there has not yet been a meeting with regard to the Farmhouse and the new system of running the youth groups within the village. There will be a meeting on Monday 21st January but BW cannot attend.  JDean will endeavour to attend the meeting on our behalf.

Acorn Avenue Bus Shelter – Since giving all the necessary facts to the Police, the Clerk has not heard anything further.  She has sent out for three quotations for the shelter to be rebuilt and once received these will be sent to the Insurance Company for their approval.

HGV’s – Following the Special Meeting on Thursday 10th January BD had sent through a very detailed spreadsheet on what needs to be done and by whom.  This was looked at by the Parish Council and this will be discussed at the next Parish Council Meeting once the Councillors have had a chance to reads the minutes of that meeting.
C
It was agreed that the Highways Agency need to be invited to a further meeting and we will include the Chairman of Swavesey Parish Council, Martin Johnson.
C

MD suggested that we should ask the developers of the new Northstowe development to allocate a piece of land on the Northstowe site so an overnight truck stop can be created.  Also Martin Johnson, at the Special Meeting, indicated that there is land available near the Buckingway Industrial Estate that was originally going to be purchased by Marshalls, so there are two options here for a new truck stop.

It was agreed that we would write to SCDC and ask them if these pieces of land could be looked at.  BW agreed to support the Parish Council in their endeavours and she suggested that as many people as possible attend the public meetings being held by the Northstowe developers to put our point across.  Also we need to be receiving further information about possible travellers sites at Northstowe.
C

The letter will be sent to SCDC, Highways Agency, Road Haulage Association, and the Police.  Copies will also be sent to Andrew Lansley MP, John Reynolds, Bunty Waters, Roger Hall, Martin Johnson and Alan Choat.

4.0
Clerk/Treasurers Report

a) Correspondence received this month

	A
	Bar Hill Football Project 

A letter has been received from the Football Project and this was read out to the Council.  The Parish Council took exception to the contents of the letter as they plan to inform their hirers that fees will be increasing because the Parish Council has withdrawn its funding.  This is incorrect and BW proposed that a letter be sent back to the Football Project informing them of all the funding that the Parish Council has given them in the past.  This was seconded by MP.  All in favour.


	C



	B
	Letter requesting a donation

A letter has been received from a young member of the village requesting a donation for a forthcoming trip to South Africa, where he will be helping to coach the children in sports and English.  After a brief discussion BB proposed that we donate £100 towards the cost of the trip and this was seconded by JDean.  All in favour.


	C



	C
	Swavesey Village College – Change of Status

A letter has been received back from Swavesey Village College with regard to the change of status to a Trust.  A letter of thanks will be sent to the Head Teacher and say that the contents were duly noted.


	C

	D
	Temporary closure of the Bar Hill flyover.

Various letters have been going back and forth with regard to the temporary closure of the flyover while urgent works are done on the A14.  The problem of leaving the village has now been resolved and a piece will be put on the front cover of the Bar Hill News informing the residents.


	

	E
	SCDC – Audit Commission Inspection

A letter from SCDC was read out to the meeting with regard to a forthcoming Audit Commission inspection and their request that if we have found their service to be either good or bad we should write and let them know.  This Parish Council felt that they have continued giving a good service and it was agreed that a letter of congratulations would be sent to SCDC with regard to their continuous recycling efforts. 


	C


Accounts

b)
Outstanding Accounts for Approval

The Clerk went through the accounts for January.  The monthly expenditure report was proposed as a true record by BW and seconded by JDean.  All in favour.

The Clerk went through the cheques paid in January. The cheques for approval were proposed by MP and seconded by BB.  All in favour.

The correspondence and accounts are available to view

in the Parish Council Office, Hanover Close, Off Viking Way, Bar Hill
5.0
Chairs Report


Information Centre – Update

Although there is nothing further to report this month, the Clerk did have a conversation with the Project Manager who was concerned that the original planning approval was given on condition that the willow trees were kept in situ.  He is concerned that with all the building work and large vehicles accessing the area there could be damage to the trees and vegetation and felt that we should be aware of this fact.  MS therefore proposed that the Clerk have a contractor look at the willow trees and see if they can be trimmed back hard in order to keep any damage to a minimum.  This was seconded by SJ.  All in favour.
C
6.0 
Reports

a) Planning Committee (S Jenkins)

A piece has been put in to the Bar Hill News encouraging residents to write to SCDC objecting to the trees and hedging being taken out by the Tesco recycling centre.  This would cause a major visual problem for the residents of Robin Close and also the original planning approval was given on condition that there was screening between the car park and Robin Close and Gladeside. 

b) Tesco Liaison (B Burrage)

BB was very disappointed that Tesco do not respond to our letters and it was confirmed that the new Managers name is Phil Briton.  BB suggested that we write personally to the Manager and invite him, or a representative, to our March Parish Council meeting where issues such as trolleys and litter will be brought up.

MP would also like to bring up the subject of the recycling centre as they don’t seem to realise the impact this will have on the residents.  We might look at their various planning applications more favourably is they came and talked to the Parish Council so that issues of concern to the Parish Council can be ironed out first.

JDol felt that we should write to Terry Leahy (Chief Executive of Tesco) with a copy to the Tesco Store at Bar Hill and inform him that we, as a village, feel very badly treated.  The store sits in the middle of a village and is part of the village community, unlike other Tesco Stores where they are built out of town and away of local communities.

BB proposed that we write to the local Store with our issues and this was seconded by JY.  For = 11.  Against = 1.  Motion carried.
C
JDol then proposed we write to Head Office to include our issues with our local store and let them know we are concerned about the lack of liaison within the community and this was seconded by GS.  All in favour.  It was therefore agreed that both letters would be sent by the Clerk.
C
c) Environment Committee (M Duce)

There was no meeting this month so no report was given, although the Clerk has done a great deal of work on the Tree Survey and would like as many Councillors as possible to attend the February meeting to look at ways of getting some of this work started, as the costs involved are in the region of £45k.  It was agreed that the meeting would start at 7pm on Wednesday 6th February.

d) School Governors Report (B Waters)

There have been no meetings so there was nothing further to report.

e) South Cambridgeshire District Council (R Hall)

The recycling centre had already been discussed and RH could add nothing further.  The plastic kerbside collection is imminent although no date has been given as yet it is expected to start in October of this year.  RH has objected to the suggested congestion charges on the grounds of an insufficient bus service.  The South Cambs District magazine has won a major prize in its category.  SCDC are also considering the future of council housing stock.

f) Cambridgeshire County Council (J Reynolds)

Due to his absence there was no report. 

g) Greenhouse Project (B Howard)

Cambridge Building Society has organised a sponsored fun-run in aid of the Greenhouse Project during February/March.

h) Community Safety (K Mahoney)

Over the past 8 weeks there has been 150 calls for service but bear in mind this also covers Boxworth, Lolworth and Dry Drayton.  Included in these incidents were 5 thefts from vehicles at the crematorium, 2 incidents at Cambridge Services.  There has also been 10 related road related incidents and one burglary at a business location in Viking Way.

There have been no reports of anti-social behaviour.

KM has issued 2 fixed penalty notices to HGV’s parked on the junction of Trafalgar Way causing an obstruction and she will continue to patrol this area as much as possible.

Please be aware that there has been an increase in dwelling burglaries around the area within Cottenham, Fulbourn and Great Abington, which have been targeting the elderly.

i) Residents Association (R Hall)

A tremendous fete this year due to be held on Saturday 5th July.  The theme is “The Fabulous Forties”.  There will be a presentation from a company with regard to everything from the forties and there will be a Spitfire Ball in the Village Hall from 6pm to 9pm and running alongside this will be a disco on the Village Green.

j) Village Hall Management Committee (M Pope)

The last meeting was 17th December 2007.  Once again there have been problems with blocked drains and Bill Miller has been notified.  They had a very successful New Year’s Eve Disco and a large profit was made.

7.0
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION

Buses using Bar Hill - MP and SJ both reported that National Express have been using the village for their learner drivers, all day and every day.  It is particularly bad in Foxhollow and this is proving dangerous due to the fact that there are no footpaths in Foxhollow.  It was agreed that the Clerk would write to National Express Coaches insisting they find another area for their practice runs and this will be copied to the Police.
C

HGV’s - JDol reported that although today showed no signs of lorries parking, it had been particularly bad during last week when Trafalgar Way was blocked on several occasions due to badly parked HGV’s.

Date of Next Meeting.


There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.15pm.  The next full Parish Council Meeting will take place on Thursday 21st February 2008 at 7.00 p.m. in the Parish Council Office.

Signed ………………………………………………….. (Chair)   










January 2008
Page 5 of 5
Author: Leigh Baffa, Parish Clerk

[image: image2.png]


_966252013

