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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Meeting

Held in The Parish Council Office

at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 21 February 2008


ACTION


1.0     Present: 
M Sellars
Chair
(MS)


L Baffa
Clerk
(LB)


B Burrage
Councillor
(BB)


J Dean
Councillor
(JDe)


J Doland
Councillor
(JDo)


M Duce
Councillor
(MD)


B Howard
Councillor
(BH)


S Jenkins 
Vice-Chair
(SJ)


M Pope
Councillor
(MP)


G Spence
Councillor
(GS)


S Spence
Councillor
(SS)


B Waters
Councillor
(BW)


R Hall
District Councillor


J Reynolds
County Councillor

Apologies: 
J York
Councillor
(JY)


K Mahoney
Cambridgeshire Constabulary

2.0
To Approve Minutes of Special Parish Meeting on 10th January 2008:-

The Minutes for the Special Parish Meeting held on 10th January 2008 to discuss the HGV problems in the village was deferred until the next Parish Council Meeting.

2.1
To Approve Minutes of Parish Council Meeting on 17th January 2008:-

The Minutes for the Parish Council Meeting held on 17th January 2008 were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by MP and seconded by SJ.  All in favour.

2.2
To Approve Minutes of Special Parish Meeting on 23rd January 2008:-

The Minutes for the Special Parish Meeting held on 23rd January 2008 to discuss the Village Hall Management were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by MP and seconded by SJ.  All in favour.

3.0
Matters Arising

Acorn Avenue Bus Shelter – Three quotations have now been received back between £4,800 and £5,400.  The Clerk will send these to the Insurance Company and once a quotation has been approved the work to rebuild the shelter will go ahead.
C
HGV’s – BH asked if Inspector Ormerod had supplied the Parish Council with the statistics on the amount of tickets issued to HGV’s, as promised.  The Clerk confirmed that no figures had been sent as yet.

Cricket Club – They have now purchased their mower and have supplied us with the donation figures and fundraising already achieved.  They have therefore asked for a donation for the shortfall of £500.  BB proposed the Parish Council provide the remaining £500 and this was seconded by SJ.  For = 10.  Abstained = 1 (SS).  Motion carried.
C

Tesco – The Clerk informed the meeting that a representative from Tesco would be unable to attend the meeting this evening but she has arranged a meeting for Friday 22nd February with the Store Manager, Phil Briton.  It was agreed that the following issues would be brought up the meeting:-

· Screening to be improved (preferably made higher) around the car park, close to Gladeside and Robin Close.

· Litter collections to be improved (bins emptied more frequently - possibly lidded bins).  Also if the screening were made higher this would most certainly stop a lot of the car park rubbish finding its way into the residential areas.

· Tesco trolleys.  Speaks for itself (I will mention that I frequently put articles in the Bar Hill News asking residents not to take the trolleys home, but this will always happen, if the cabling is not working sufficiently).

· Viking Way Road.  Potholes are getting bad once again.

· Signage for delivery vehicles.  The current sign is too small and large vehicles are missing the turning altogether and then have to turn around within the village, thereby churning up grass verges.

· The piece of land that we sold to Tesco for the dot.com business.  The outside area of the fence that was erected looks very shabby because of cars parking on the pavement.  Could they put bollards or boulders there to deter cars from parking there?

· Issues with the cars coming in from the A14.  At specific times the road gets totally blocked up to the A14.  Could vehicles not turn left immediately as they enter the car park, this would take away the backlog of traffic?

· Can a permanent member of staff be nominated to liaise with Brian Burrage, our Tesco Liaison Officer? This way we will not have to keep bothering the Manager.

The Clerk will inform Parish Councillors of the outcome of the meeting in due course.

4.0
Clerk/Treasurers Report

a) Correspondence received this month

	A
	Letter of Resignation 

A letter of resignation has been received from Barry Dean.  This was briefly discussed and the Parish Council was very sorry to see Barry leave as it was felt that he was a great asset to the team.  MS will write a letter to him to wish him well and thank him for his hard work in the past.


	

	E
	Letter from Football Project

As our representative on this committee, BH informed the meeting that the committee had agreed to send this letter back to the Parish Council with regard to the insurance.  It was agreed that only £1 per team rise after several years in business was a very good option to make up the possible shortfall. 


	

	F
	Letter from Colts Football Club

A letter has been received from Colts Football Club requesting that they be permitted to carry on using the Farmhouse for refreshments during their games on Sundays.  It was agreed that the Clerk would write back and approve this request.  When the locks get changed she will ensure a key is given to the Chair of the committee.


	C



	J
	Donation Request

Once again a request for a donation towards the “Holiday At Home” for the elderly residents of the village has been applied for.  SJ proposed that we donate £100 as last year and this was seconded by JDean.  All in favour.

 
	C




Accounts

b)
Outstanding Accounts for Approval

The Clerk went through the accounts for February.  The monthly expenditure report was proposed as a true record by GS and seconded by SJ.  All in favour.

The Clerk went through the cheques paid in February. The cheques for approval were proposed by BB and seconded by JDol.  All in favour.

The correspondence and accounts are available to view

in the Parish Council Office, Hanover Close, Off Viking Way, Bar Hill
5.0
Chairs Report


HGV Problems in Bar Hill

We have had a reply back from the Highways Agency with regard to HGV’s using our village and this letter was read out.  The letter stated that they would be happy to attend a Parish Council meeting in the future.  It was agreed that the Clerk would write and invite them to our next meeting for further discussions and Martin Johnson (Swavesey Parish Council) would also be invited.
C

Rabbit Infestation – A farmer in Dry Drayton has complained to DEFRA about the amount of rabbits that have ruined his wheat crops and they seem to be coming from Bar Hill.  The Clerk will contact DEFRA to see what can be done. 
C



Information Centre – Agreement for new tenants

A very lengthy email had been received from John Wright of Ginn & Co with regard to the new tenants and this was discussed at length and it was agreed the Clerk would write back with the decision of the Parish Council.
C

Information Centre – Preliminary Amended Plans

The letter from Andy Knott Construction was read out to the meeting confirming that they would be accepting the contract, on our behalf, to demolish the old Information Centre and erect a new building within the confines of £150,000.  The amended plans have now been received and these were looked at in detail.

MS felt the main issue is access.  It was agreed that a letter be written to our Solicitor and inform them that this needs to be sorted as a matter of urgency before the building work starts and to inform them that this should be starting sometime in March.
C

It was also agreed that a copy of the plans would be sent to Menzies Hotel, and the prospective tenants with a covering letter to the hotel indicating that the access needs to be confirmed as soon as possible.
C

It was also agreed that a letter be sent to Andy Knott Construction accepting the plans and asking for them to be sent to SCDC Planning Department as soon as possible.
C
Andy Knott also sent us a Client List to enable us to look at work that his company has completed.  It was agreed that the clerk would telephone three of these companies and ask if they were good to work with, kept to deadlines and if they were pleased with the outcome.
C

All the above was proposed by GS and seconded by SJ.  All in favour.

6.0 
Reports

a) Village Hall Management Committee (M Pope)

The minutes of the Special Meeting were discussed briefly as some members of the Council were unhappy with the proposed new set-up for the Executive Committee.  MP informed the meeting that these are only proposals and they could be changed, as the new set-up would not take place until September of this year.  The minutes were also discussed at the Management Meeting this week and their committee was happy with the changes.  It was generally felt that the Parish Council should have a further Councillor on the Committee bringing a total of three Parish Councillors and reduce the Independent Member to one (instead of two).  Therefore JDol proposed that three Parish Councillors sit on the Executive Committee and one Independent Member.  This was seconded by GS.  All in favour.

The Clerk will write to Iain Martin (Chair of the Management Committee) and inform him of our decision.
C
b) Planning Committee (S Jenkins)

Tesco Stores have now agreed NOT to take away the trees and shrubs close to the recycling area as this does go some way in screening the area from Robin Close and Gladeside. 

c) Tesco Liaison (B Burrage)

Nothing to report although the Clerk will be having a meeting with the Store Manager on Friday 22nd February and she will inform the Council of the outcome.
C
d) Environment Committee (M Duce)

The Tree Survey was looked at in detail and although a couple of changes were made as to when trees would be worked on, the majority of the work done by the Clerk and her assistant were accepted and they were both thanked for their hard work on this subject.

However, it was agreed that where several areas needed more work than others the Clerk would ask for further quotations from other Tree Surgeons. 
C
e) School Governors Report (B Waters)

No report was given due to BW missing the last meeting because of illness.

f) South Cambridgeshire District Council (R Hall)

Post Office Closures - During the last ten years, about a quarter of the UK’s network of post offices have closed.  These have mainly been in urban areas.  A recent Government discussion document on the future of the Post Office network revealed plans for the closure of a further 2,500 before the end of this year.  These will be mainly in rural areas where closure often means the end of the village shop as well.  Access criteria would ensure that 99% of the population would live within 3 miles of a post office and 90% within 1 mile but it is not stated whether these are by road, ‘as the crow flies’ or field footpath.  Consultation with postmasters as to which post offices will close will begin next month with a list of Post offices proposed for closure due in July.  South Cambridgeshire District Council is opposed to post office closures and will be contribution information to a County Council survey with regard to all post offices in the District.  This aims to ensure that the Post Office is in possession of accurate information. 
Congestion Charges - South Cambridgeshire District has recommended to the County Council that a ‘comprehensive package’ of public transport and other alternatives to car commuting into Cambridge are put in place before traffic management measures such as congestion charging are considered.  These will include improvement in the evening bus services to and from Bar Hill.
‘Wheelie Bins’ - Residents should be aware that the green and black refuse bins are designated to their house not to themselves personally.  People moving into a house, therefore, should ensure that those moving form the house do not take the bins with them.  The Council has the right to charge £60 to replace bins that have disappeared.
Northstowe - Plans to build about 9,500 houses plus schools and other community facilities between Longstanton and Oakington have now been submitted to the District Council.  This is now open to consultation, which may be done electronically through the Council’s website.
Council Tax – (Proposed) increases for 2008-08
Parish Councils (average)
5.88%
Cambridgeshire County Council
5.00 %
Police
5.00%
Fire Service
3.95%
South Cambridge District Council
4.90%
Average
4.99%
Although the Minister for Local Government stated that this year’s financial settlement represented a real-terms increase, it is weighted heavily against shire districts with over a third of them on the ‘grant floor’, this being a 1% increase for 2008/09, 0.5% for 2009/10 and 2010/11.  This is insufficient to cover inflation, increased pension contributions, population growth and planning resources.
The District Council is therefore making no contribution to revenue funding for supporting community facilities in Northstowe.  This will be replaced by contributions from Section 106 agreements.  This will enable the Council to introduce kerbside plastic bottle collection from October 2008, introduce a Health Desk for pre-application planning advice; and employ an Economic Development officer to bring investment into the District.
Congestion Charges - South Cambs welcomes public transport and non-car means of access to Cambridge.  It does not consider that practical alternatives to the use of cars are available to people living in rural areas.  Congestion Charges will mean that it will cost those who have to travel into Cambridge at peak times about another £1,000.  A third of South Cambs working population work in Cambridge.  It welcomes the proposal by Andrew Lansley that Park an Ride should be free between 7.30 and 9.30 am and between 5.00 and 7.30 pm.  That Park and Ride and other bus services should operate during the evenings.

Congestion Charges will lead to congestion at other times of the day as motorists strive to avoid them, thus leading to an extension of the hours in which they operate.  People living in the city cause most of the congestion and it is unfair that South Cambs residents with inferior bus services should be penalised.
District Council Elections - Once every four years, Bar Hill does not have a local election in May.  2008 is one of these years, with the County Council election due in 2009 and District Council elections in 2010 and 2011.  Elections to the Parish Council will take place in 2010.
g) Cambridgeshire County Council (J Reynolds)

JR felt that congratulations should be given to the Highways Agency for the work on the flyover being done ahead of schedule.  The resurfacing is still to be done and this will entail the road being closed from 9pm each evening for a few days.

BB asked about the progress of the Central Library in Cambridge and JR replied that the wall has now been demolished and the rebuilding work has now started.  Should be approximately 6 months to complete.

BB also asked about the bus passes and when they would be sent out.  BW replied that these would be issued at the beginning of March so everyone should have them by the time they come in to force on 1st April. 

BH asked about the reinstatement of then late bus to and from Cambridge.  JR replied that the tenders have now gone out for the bus routes and they have all included the late bus stopping at Bar Hill.

JR attended the Neighbourhood Panel Meeting on Tuesday 19th February and although very well attended no representatives from Bar Hill was present.  However JR thanked the Police for their work in giving out fixed penalty notices to vehicles parked on footpaths and grass verges

h) Greenhouse Project (B Howard)

They had a meeting this week and Paul Thorby came to speak to the committee on how to obtain funding and also possible alternative venues for the Scout Hut.  Also a sponsored walk has been organised in March on behalf of the Greenhouse Project. 

i) Community Safety (K Mahoney)

No report sent for this meeting although KM did have her Police Surgery in the Parish Council office on Wednesday 20th February, where she informed the Clerk of a particular nasty burglary that happened on Tuesday 19th February in the early hours of the morning involving an elderly resident.

MS informed the meeting that K Misik had recently visited her and the Clerk to tell them that policing in the village has changed a great deal over the past few months and that he would no longer be our local officer, this role has now been totally taken over by our PCSO, Karen Mahoney.

MS felt that because of the hard work he has done for this village she would like to write a letter to Kevin Misik on behalf of the Parish Council to thank him for his work in the past and to wish him well in the future.   It was also agreed that a letter of protest be sent to the Chief Constable and Andrew Lansley MP with regard to the lack of policing in this village.
C
j) Residents Association (R Hall)

The Residents Association will be writing to Tesco asking for a donation towards this year’s fete and to inform them that donations from local companies will be in excess of £2,500 this year.

7.0
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION

Bar Hill Massive Youth Project – BW reported that this project is moving forward but they are having problems at present with getting all the trustees to meet due to other commitments.

Memorial Garden – The Clerk has now had further quotations for this work and these will be examined at the next Planning Committee meeting. 
C

Date of Next Meeting.


There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.55pm.  The next full Parish Council Meeting will take place on Thursday 20th March 2008 at 7.00 p.m. in the Parish Council Office.

Signed ………………………………………………….. (Chair)   
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