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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Meeting

Held in The Parish Council Office

at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 20 March 2008


ACTION


1.0     Present: 
M Sellars
Chair
(MS)


L Baffa
Clerk
(LB)


B Burrage
Councillor
(BB)


J Dean
Councillor
(JDe)


J Doland
Councillor
(JDo)


M Duce
Councillor
(MD)


B Howard
Councillor
(BH)


S Jenkins 
Vice-Chair
(SJ)


M Pope
Councillor
(MP)


S Spence
Councillor
(SS)


B Waters
Councillor
(BW)


R Hall
District Councillor


J Reynolds
County Councillor

Apologies: 
G Spence
Councillor
(GS)


J York
Councillor
(JY)


K Mahoney
Cambridgeshire Constabulary

2.0
To Approve Minutes of Special Parish Meeting on 10th January 2008:-

The Minutes for the Special Parish Meeting held on 10th January 2008 were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by BH and seconded by SJ.  All in favour.

2.1
To Approve Minutes of Parish Council Meeting on 21st February 2008:-

The Minutes for the Parish Council Meeting held on 21st February 2008 were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by MP and seconded by SJ.  All in favour.

3.0
Matters Arising

Moira Rae-Jones (Tesco Store)

Litter - firstly Moira talked about the litter in the car park that finds its way into the residential part of the village.  She has arranged for her litter-pickers to pick up any litter in the surrounding area around Gladeside and Robin Close as well as the Library and school.

Also they are looking into erecting green mesh around the perimeter of the car park that should catch a lot of the litter flying about.  If the mesh system cannot be put into place they will consider planting more hedging and making existing hedging denser. They will also be putting a stop to leaflet handouts in-store, as they seem to end up in the car park and village.

Trolleys – Moira has put a letter in to the Bar Hill News that informs residents of what Tesco is going to do and also she has included a telephone number for residents to call if they see trolleys around the village.  It would also be useful if residents can pick up a map of the village from the Parish Council Office and mark where they have seen trolleys.  Tesco will then endeavour to pick these up within 48 hours of being informed.

Moira confirmed that the cabling system is checked every three months but she can have this done on a weekly basis by one of the team leaders in the store.

Plastic Bags – Tesco will be advertising around the store over the next couple of weeks that they will be taking away plastic bags from the check out areas.  People who do not use their own re-usable bags will have to ask for bags in future.  They are testing the water to see if this idea will get more customers using their own bags.

Viking Way – The potholes in the road will be done very soon but this is just a short-term measure.  Their Head Office is looking at resurfacing the area in the future.  They are also looking at putting speed ramps along Viking Way to slow down vehicles accessing the area.

Signage – New signage for delivery vehicles will be in place very shortly.  BB suggested that a larger sign be placed at the entrance of Viking Way to stop vehicles missing the turn and then having to back down residential streets.

As all the issues were addressed, MS confirmed that BB would be the Liaison Officer to contact Moira.  It was agreed that they would make contact on a monthly basis and it was felt that Moira did not need to attend every meeting due to her busy schedule with the store.  The Parish Council thanked her for attending the meeting and she left.

MP then suggested that we write a letter to the Manager of Tesco and thank him for Moira’s attendance and that it was very much appreciated.

Acorn Avenue Bus Shelter – It has been confirmed that the bus shelter should be erected within the next two to three weeks, after our Insurance Company accepted one of the quotations.

Closure of the Brookfields Site – MS reported on this subject at length and put across the key points raised in the possible closure of the Brookfields site.  The NHS Trust has asked the Parish Council for their opinion.

MP proposed that we write back and say that we, as a Parish Council, were not qualified to answer any of the questions put to us in the questionnaire.  It seems that, reading between the lines, they have already opted for Option 4 which in brief was “change the use of beds at Davison House by developing in partnership with a third party, a 60 bedded specialist neuro-rehabilitation facility on the Brookfields site, reinvesting PCT resources currently invested in neuro-rehabilitation services outside of Cambridgeshire.”  This proposal was seconded by JDol.  All in favour.
C
4.0
Clerk/Treasurers Report

a) Correspondence received this month

	C
	Summer Reading Challenge

A letter requesting a donation has been received from the County Council with regard to the Summer Reading Challenge taking place at Bar Hill Library.  JDol proposed that we donate £60 towards the cost of staffing as last year and this was seconded by SJ.  All in favour. 


	C

	G
	Email from Jon Butler on The Farmhouse

The email was read out to the meeting stating they felt the Parish Council should purchase the annual TV licence for use at the Farmhouse.  It was agreed that since the Farmhouse purchased the television it was their legal responsibility to purchase the TV licence. If they did not wish other users to have use of the television then they should lock it away at the end of their Thursday sessions.  The Clerk will also inform them that we have just received their quarterly electricity bill for over £2,000, which was well outside our annual budget.  They will need to be more conscious of the energy they are using whilst in the building.


	C



	H
	Co-Option of Parish Councillor

The Clerk has received two applications for the vacancy of Co-Opted Parish Councillor.  She will send out the relevant information and if they are still interested in the post, both applicants will be invited to attend one of our meetings where they will both be interviewed and a decision made.

 
	C



	K
	Domino – Open Day

An open invitation has been received from Domino for Parish Councillors to attend their “Open Day” in association with MAGPAS.  Both MS and the Clerk will attend and also MD and JDol agreed to attend.


	

	L
	Costain Skansa – A14 Road Improvements

A letter has been received from the above company requesting they visit one of our Parish Council meetings to discuss any issues we may have with the future road improvements of the A14.  It was agreed that they would be invited to our meeting in May.  As this also has implications for Dry Drayton it was agreed that a member of their Parish Council should also be invited to this meeting.


	C

	M
	Tree Warden Scheme from SCDC

A letter has been received from SCDC asking if we have a Tree warden in the village.  They have produced a scheme whereby Tree Wardens can be trained by SCDC.  It was agreed that the Clerk would write to Nick Richardson and ask if he would like to be the Tree Warden for the village. 


	C


Accounts

b)
Outstanding Accounts for Approval

The Clerk went through the accounts for March.  The monthly expenditure report was proposed as a true record by MP and seconded by MD.  All in favour.

The Clerk went through the cheques paid in March. The cheques for approval were proposed by BH and seconded by JDol.  All in favour.

The correspondence and accounts are available to view

in the Parish Council Office, Hanover Close, Off Viking Way, Bar Hill
5.0
Chairs Report

Information Centre 

Andy Knott Construction has been keeping the Clerk up to date on the Information Centre and they have informed her that they will be fencing off the area in the next few days in readiness to demolish the site.  The Clerk has also arranged for the large Willow Tree to be pollarded to ensure that it is not damaged whilst the works are being done.

6.0 
Reports

a) Residents Association (R Hall)

A new copier has now been purchased for the Bar Hill News and they are also looking at purchasing a small colour copier to brighten up the newsletter with colour photos, covers etc.  This will be purchased after the Fete.

b) Village Hall Management Committee (M Pope)

MP reported that the proposed future rearranging of the various Committees within the Village Hall has now been cancelled and a decision was made at their monthly meeting to carry on as they are.  This item was discussed and this issue will now be left. 

c) Planning Committee (S Jenkins)

The memorial garden was briefly discussed.  We are still waiting for a third quotation to come back and once this has been received the Planning Committee will look at the prices.

It was mentioned that the bollard at the entrance to the school playing field is being left open during the evening, making it possible for vehicles to drive up the footpath.  It was agreed that the Clerk contacts the school caretaker and ask if this can be put back in place after the school has finished for the day.
C

d) Tesco Liaison (B Burrage)

Already discussed under matters arising.

e) Environment Committee (M Duce)

The minutes from the last meeting were self-explanatory and the one addition was the possible rat sightings in the village.  This has been taken up with Tesco and they are looking in to the matter. 

f) School Governors Report (B Waters)

BW reported that the school is doing very well and they are coming up to their first anniversary of the new lunch system.  MS added that she has been invited to lunch to celebrate the anniversary and she is looking forward to meeting with the teachers and pupils.

g) South Cambridgeshire District Council (R Hall)

RH was pleased to report that the Audit Commission has now drawn a line under their investigations of SCDC.

h) Cambridgeshire County Council (J Reynolds)

JR reported on HGV’s using the village as an overnight car park.  He has reported this problem to the company Skansa, who are responsible for the A14 Ellington to Fen Ditton road improvements.  There will be a workshop sometime in April where HGV’s will be the main topic of interest and ways in finding a solution to this ever-increasing problem.  We need to get designated places for parking done now before the improvements take place.

The Post Office closures were discussed at length as JR reported that up to 30 Post Offices will be closed in the Cambridgeshire area over the next two years.

BH brought up the subject of the late night bus once again.  JR reported that he has written to the bus companies concerned but as yet has had no response.

i) Greenhouse Project (B Howard)

BH reported that there have been no meetings since our last meeting.  However they have now completed their sponsored walk to raise funds for the Scout Hut and 14 people did the sponsored walk.

j) Community Safety (K Mahoney)


No report was given due to her absence.




7.0
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION

JDol reported that he had written to SCDC with regard to the refuse collection last Christmas.  He has now had a reply back and this was very helpful.

Date of Next Meeting.


There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.45pm.  The next full Parish Council Meeting will take place on Thursday 17th April 2008 at 7.00 p.m. in the Parish Council Office.  The Annual Parish Meeting will also be taking place on Thursday 24th April at 7.30pm in the Octagon.

Signed ………………………………………………….. (Chair)   
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