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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Planning Committee Meeting

Held in The Parish Council Office at 2.00pm

On Friday 11th April 2008



            ACTION

1.  Present:
S Jenkins
Chair
(SJ)


L Baffa
Clerk
(C)


J Doland
Councillor
(JD)

M Pope
Councillor
(MP)


M Sellars
Councillor
(MS)


G Spence
Councillor
(GS)

S Spence
Councillor
(SS)
Apologies:
B Burrage
Councillor 
(BB)



J York
Councillor
(JY)

2.
To Approve the Minutes of the Previous Meeting

The Minutes from the last Planning Meeting dated 13th March 2008 were read and approved.  Proposed by SS and seconded by MS.  All in favour.

3.
Matters arising from previous minutes

Lease Agreement – SPARC Building

A letter has been received from our Solicitors with regard to the non-payment of rent because the lease agreement is still to be agreed and signed.  The Solicitors have been chasing their Solicitors to get this matter brought to a conclusion.  MS proposed that we write to the leader of SPARC and state that as a gesture of goodwill it was felt that they should at least pay part of the invoice, which will go some way towards the outstanding amount.  We are reluctant, at this stage, to go to the small claims court, as we would like to resolve this matter as soon as possible in an amicable manner.  This was seconded by SJ.  All in favour.
C

4.
Planning Applications:-

Information Centre Site – Already approved (information only)

Plans for the new development at the Information Centre site had already been received last week and the Clerk sent them back immediately with our approval. 

79 Appletrees – Conservatory

Plans for a conservatory has been received from the above property.  After looking the plans the Planning Committee approved. 

17 Otter Close – New Dwelling

Plans have been received for a new dwelling to be added next to the above property, as an end of terrace, two-bedroom house. The plans were looked at and discussed at length.  It was agreed that because of the size of the property, it would be difficult to object as it would be no larger than an extension, although it was generally felt that by allowing such a development, it would be setting a precedent in the village, as there is already very little land available to extra housing.  However, MS proposed that we wait a further week to see if any residents object to the dwelling and, as is the normal procedure, we would uphold any objections from residents.  If there were no objections, we would send the Application back with No Recommendation.

5.
Planning Decisions:-

24 Oatlands Avenue – New Garage (SCDC refused permission)

5 The Fairway – New Dwelling (SCDC granted permission)

8 Viking Way – Signage (SCDC granted permission)

6. Any Other Business

District Council – Parish Council Monthly Update on plan-making

A document has been received with regard to the Parish Council decisions in plan making.  As this document relates to the Parish Plan (which the Residents Association agreed to take on) this will be passed to the Residents Association for their information.
C

Email from Resident re use of grassed areas

An email was read out with regard to the grassed area close to the school playing field, where youths are continuously playing football, churning up the grass and kicking balls at residents fencing.  This was discussed at length and it was agreed that the Clerk should write back to the resident concerned explaining that these areas are public amenity areas, for all to use, and the Parish Council are unable to police these many areas in the village, although we sympathised with residents that this activity may be causing damage to their fences.  We will put a piece in the Bar Hill News asking for the young people to be aware of where they are playing football and to be more considerate.
C

Dent Security – Quotation for new access control system at the Farmhouse

A quotation has been received for £205 to update the security system at the Farmhouse and this will include alarms at both the fire exit doors.  SJ proposed that we accept the quotation of £205.  This was seconded by SS.  All in favour.
C

Dent Security – Quotation for repairs to lighting on outside of Farmhouse

A quotation has been received for £225 to renew the electrical wiring to the outside light on the top of the Farmhouse building.  Also a timer switch will be added so the light is illuminated from dusk until dawn.  SJ proposed that we accept the quotation of £225.  This was seconded by SS.  All in favour.
C

116 Pheasant Rise – Letter from Solicitors about query on land ownership

A letter from the Solicitor that is acting for the above property has written with a query on the ownership for the front garden to the house.  It seems that a mistake may have been made by HM Land Registry many years ago, when the properties were first registered.  The Parish Council will have to refer this matter back to our solicitors and will inform the owners and Solicitors of our actions and that also any fees incurred, will have to be paid by the resident.
C

Information Centre – Recent meeting with Solicitors

The Clerk informed the meeting that she had a meeting with Ginn & Co and Andrew Noyes last week where the access for the Information Centre site was discussed and also the lease agreement for the new tenants was finalised.  Hopefully now both these matters will be brought to a successful conclusion in the next few days.

All Weather Sports Pitch

The Clerk has received an email from Jairo Marin with regard to the insurance for the All Weather Sports Pitch.  He has informed the Clerk that he has received several quotations for the insurance and they are all in the same region as the insurance we have paid in the past.  He has suggested that rather then they take a new insurance, we could keep paying the insurance on their behalf and they will reimburse the Parish Council the amount involved.

This was discussed at length and it was decided that as the pricing was similar then they should go ahead and take the insurance themselves, without the involvement of the Parish Council.  If a claim was made on their property, the paperwork would be for the Clerk to do and this was not in her job description.
C
There being no further business the meeting closed at 3.25pm.  The Next Planning Committee Meeting will take place on Thursday 24th April 2008 at 1.30pm in the Parish Council Office.
Proposed:          Seconded:
…………………..…………………………….  


Sue Jenkins, Chair - Planning Committee

Author: Leigh Baffa, Parish Clerk
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