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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Meeting held in The Octagon

at 7.30 pm Thursday 26 April 2007


1.0
PRESENT:

	S
	Jenkins
	Vice-Chairperson Parish Council

	R
	Adams
	Bar Hill Church

	J
	Aldhouse
	The Farmhouse Youth Club

	L
	Baffa
	Parish Clerk

	B
	Burrage
	Parish Council

	B
	Dean
	Parish Council/Bar Hill Colts

	J
	Dean
	Parish Council

	J
	Doland
	Parish Council

	M
	Duce
	Parish Council/Royal British Legion

	R
	Hall
	District Council

	B
	Howard
	Parish Council

	R
	Lewney
	School Governors

	K
	Misik
	Cambs Constabulary

	B
	Page
	8 O’Clock Club

	M
	Pope
	Parish Council

	J
	Reynolds
	Cambs County Council

	G
	Spence
	Parish Council

	S
	Spence
	Parish Council

	P
	Stimpson
	Cricket Club

	M
	Underhay
	Village Hall Pre-School

	B
	Waters
	Parish Council

	B
	Wells
	Bar Hill Sports & Social Club



Apologies:

	M
	Sellars
	Chairperson

	B
	Colver
	National Women’s Register

	S
	Gedny
	Little Acorns

	J
	Hall
	Bar Hill Guide Association

	A
	Hewings
	Bar Hill Football Club

	S
	Hunt
	Happy Hours

	A
	Keeves
	Under Ones

	J 
	Kempson
	Bar Hill Scout Group

	B
	Knott
	Sunshine Pre-School Playgroup

	R
	Livingstone
	Bar Hill Tennis Club

	I
	Martin
	Village Hall Management Committee

	P
	Ostler
	Play Station Out Of School Club

	P
	Thorby
	Bar Hill Football Project

	J
	York
	Parish Council


2.0 PREVIOUS MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 27 April 2006 were read and approved.  Proposed by MP (Mervyn Pope) and seconded by BW (Bob Wells).  All in favour.

2.1 Accounts for Year-End 2007

The accounts were looked at and explanations made about certain bills still waiting to be paid, as invoices have yet to be received.  Also the bank statements for the year-end had not been received at the time the draft accounts were completed.  There will be interest to add to these figures.

The accounts were approved as a true record.  Proposed by BB (Brian Burrage) and seconded by BW (Bunty Waters).  All in favour.

3.0 MATTERS ARISING
There were no matters arising from these minutes.

4.0 REPORT BY CHAIRMAN OF THE PARISH COUNCIL – MRS MARGARET SELLARS

We are again meeting in the Octagon – not because the Village Hall is not ready but because it is busy!  This is very good news because it needs all the business it can get.  More about that later in my report.

Last year we were anticipating the DPPO and hoping that it would help to prevent anti-social behaviour in the village.  The Parish Council believes that it has helped – we certainly have not had so many complaints from residents, and our Police Officers feel that it has been a success.  We have not heard of any law-abiding citizens being inconvenienced by it and so we too feel it has been a success. Representatives of the Police are going to have a public meeting which is going to be held on Wednesday 2 May at 7.30 pm when residents will have an opportunity to say what they think about the DPPO.

The village is experiencing an increase in heavy lorries parking here, and churning up the grass verges.  The industrial area in Trafalgar Way is being used heavily by the lorry drivers and they are making a real mess of it.  The Parish Council and also Bunty Waters, our District Councillor, have made representations to various officials, and we have also written to Andrew Lansley, our MP, to ask for his help.  We have tried to hold meetings with the various representatives concerned, but so far have not had success.

Two other issues, which I talked about last year, were the Post Office and the replacement for the Barber’s Shop at the entrance to the village.  We are very pleased that the Post Office is back in the village, and believe it works well in the Library.  The Library is; of course, open longer hours for the next few months because the Library in the city centre is closed for refurbishment.

I am afraid progress has been slow in the project to replace the Barber’s Shop.  However, the project has now gone out to tender and we very much hope to see it completed by the end of the summer.  We hope the new building will sit well on that site – it is an L shape, and has cedar cladding so we hope it will look in keeping with the environment of the willow trees.

I am sure you will all have seen my letter in the Bar Hill News about the loan, which the Parish Council agreed to take out on behalf of the Village Hall Management Committee. The Secretary of State has now ruled on our application and has informed us that we cannot take out a loan on behalf of a third party.  The Council discussed the situation again at its meeting on 19 April and it was felt that insufficient information was available about the ownership of the village hall.  It was decided that enquiries would be made by the Parish Council about the ownership of the hall and by the Management Committee once again about alternative sources of funding.  The Management Committee has worked very hard to get the building up and running.  It was an extremely large and complicated project: the total cost was just short of £900,000 and they had to deal with 11 different contractors.  The Management Committee is made up of volunteers who do the work for the good of the village, and most of who have full-time jobs.

This year we have not had the benefit of the advice of Tom Flanagan who resigned last May.  Tom had been on the Parish Council for many years and it was with sadness that we received his resignation.  We also lost David McDonald, Graham Hardy and Helene Davies who did not stand for re-election.  We have welcomed John York, Mervyn Pope, Sandra Spence and Barry Dean onto the Council.

I would like to thank County Councillor John Reynolds, District Councillors Roger Hall and Bunty Waters for their support throughout last year, and also Kevin Misik and Llian Cole for theirs.

Thanks also go to our Vice-Chair, Sue Jenkins, Mike Duce, Chairman of the Environment Committee and again to Sue Jenkins, Chair of the Planning Committee.  Thanks go also to my colleagues on the Council who has again worked extremely hard on your behalf.  Leigh Baffa, our Clerk, continues to work hard on behalf of all residents.  Apart from her day to day running of the office she represents the Council on various groups, which are also working to try to keep Bar Hill a pleasant and safe place to live and work.

5.0 REPORT BY THE PARISH CLERK – MRS LEIGH BAFFA

The Chairperson has covered most of the main events that have happened in Bar Hill over the past year.

Due to the good weather the grass cutting is making the village look very nice at this time of year, and D A Stevens won the contract for a further 3 years (having received four tenders for the job).

We have undertaken a Tree Survey of the village once again.  This was done 5 years ago and it is now time to address this subject again.  We also plan to have a tree-planting scheme within the village, which I have already advertised in the Bar Hill News.  The response has been very favourable with the residents wishing to sponsor a tree or have given advice on where they wish to see more trees planted.  It has been decided however to put this job off until the autumn, by which time we will be in full possession of the report from the Tree Survey.

I have had many compliments from residents coming in to say how good the hedging around the village looks, after much extensive cutting back over the winter months.

The stream problems have now settled down since the work was done last year, although we are now looking to reinforce the banks, with a little help from South Cambridgeshire District Council, who have been very helpful with their advice.

Work outside the Library is nearly complete.  We still have a stepping stone path to lay now that the grass has established itself.  The area is now looking very pretty, especially with the planters filled with flowers.  The money for the flowers was very kindly donated by the Residents Association.

It is with regret that we shall be losing Llian Cole, our PCSO, who will be moving on to Police work at Parkside at the end of May.  The Parish Council would like to wish her well in her new job and thank her for her hard work over the last couple of years, she will be greatly missed.  However, we do have a replacement who should be starting in June and her name is Karen Mahoney and we would like to welcome her to our village. 

We have now had the new street numbering signs made and they are sitting in my office waiting to be installed.  This should take a few weeks so patience would be appreciated.

I am in the office from Monday to Friday from 9am to 4pm, opening to the public between 10.00 and 12.00 each day and I am located in the Parish Council Office, Hanover Close.  Occasionally I am requested to go out on site visits or to off-site meetings, but I am still available by answerphone. 

Finally, I would like to thank Margaret and the other Parish Councillors for all their help during the last year; they all work extremely hard on behalf of the Village and are very active behind the scenes.   Hopefully the forthcoming year will bring about many good things that the village can be proud of.    

Margaret or myself will now answer any questions you may have on the 2006/2007 Financial Report, a copy of which can be found in your APM package.  These will be sent to our Auditors in July and a certificate of accounts will follow.  Until that time the Financial Report is only in draft but the accounts can be viewed at any time (by appointment) in the Parish Council Office.

6.0
REPORT BY REPRESENTATIVES OF THE VILLAGE ORGANISATIONS

Ecumenical Church – Report given by Ruth Adams
In last year’s report form the Church, Richard Lewney commented on one of the church’s core beliefs, that everyone has a ministry to offer, and that it is not all up to the minister.  This thinking was one of the many reasons that I was attracted to apply to be the minister here in Bar Hill, and it is obvious after only a few months here that the church is full of people with a huge variety of gifts and talents.  One of the other reasons for my application was the fact that Bar Hill only had one church, and it was a church that tried to be as open to as many in the community as possible and I liked this.  

This year the church buildings have continued to be used fully by all sorts of groups.  Grateful thanks go to Claire Thorby, who stepped down after eight years as Church Administrator in January.  Helen Cooke was appointed and is now working as the newly titled “Church Centre Manager”.

Several events have stood out for me since I have been in Bar Hill.  The first one was the performance of Jesus Christ Superstar held in the Church, done as part of he fundraising for the sound system.  It was exciting to see how much we all could accomplish in a day, with even a little practice and to see so many people from different areas of the community working together.  The second one was on Easter Sunday, when we gathered as a church, not only to celebrate the resurrection, but also to support three people who were being baptised and ten people who were being confirmed, along with all the families and friends who had come to support them.  It was also my first time getting soaking wet by baptising using a baptismal pool!

The third event as the second year of “Holiday at Home” where the Octagon was turned into a day centre for some senior citizens in the village.

I look forward to many other notable events in the future:  particularly within the next few months to our Holiday Club and to sharing in the fortieth anniversary celebrations in the village.

Colts Football Club – Report given by Barry Dean

Bar Hill Colts has had a great 21st year, and now boasts 11 teams, with 178 children registered.  Of these we are proud to say that 32 of them are girls playing in two, all girls, teams at Under 11 and Under 14.

We would like to extend our thanks to both the School, and the Village, for the use of the pitches, and facilities, and we have just begun to make use of the changing rooms at the ‘NEW’ Village Hall.

The club also continues to maintain its Charter Standard, ensuring a safe environment for the children who join the club.  Our thanks to Nigel Barber, who retires from his position of Child Welfare Office at the end of the season, but do not worry, as we have a number of our current committee, interested in carrying on with Nigel’s excellent work.

The Colts have just embarked on its next project, where we will be working with the Scouts, and other clubs, to further improve the village amenities, as we hope to create a pavilion, and rebuild a new scout hut.

Finally, I would like to thank all our committee, the players and parents, for all their hard work on behalf of the club, and the Village of Bar Hill.

Cricket Club – Report Given By Paul Stimpson

Bar Hill Cricket Club just keeps on growing, with membership at record levels and three youth teams ensuring a steady supply of new talent to replace those of us whose limbs or eyesight are failing.

With off-the-field facilities now the best they have ever been, we feel confident we are well equipped to continue to move forwards.  And I must say that, as the first organisation to book a Saturday night at the new Village Hall, we can thoroughly recommend it to everyone in the village.

On the pitch, the first eleven were in contention for promotion for much of last season, only missing out in the last couple of weeks.  The seconds, in their first season, acquitted themselves well and have ever reason to feel optimistic for this year.  Scott Stanford scored his maiden century, the first for the club in a league fixture for many years and dominated the player-of-the-year awards, having also hit two half-centuries and taken three hauls of five wickets or more.  However, the best bowling figures were attained by Barry Driver, with 7 for 12.

These were also two half-centuries for seconds captain Stuart Overall and one each for Craig Driver and Martin Haslop in league matches, and for Craig, David Fletcher and David Rush in friendlies.

In the youth section, there were 50s for Tom Leader, Dom Gedny and Sam Clare and five-wicket hauls for Nathan Dean, Dom and Adam Wright.

The usual good time was had by all in our friendlies against the Church and the Wrinklies – although the latter came far too close for our comfort to winning the match.  We look forward to continuing those matches for years to come.

We are most grateful for he support we have received from a number of village organisations during the course of the year and would particularly like to thank the Parish Council for the purchase of the storage container, which has been a huge improvement, and for arranging to have the Village Green cut at the end of the week.  We must also thank our good friends at the residents’ Association, the Scouts, Village Hall Management Committee, Iain Martin, Domino and last, but by no means least, Andy Kent from Andy’s Kars, Bar Hill over the years.

New members and sponsors are always welcome – you can’t miss us, we play in white in the middle of the village most weekends!

8 O’clock Club – Report Given by Mrs Barbara Page

The club meets on the first Thursday of each month in the school.  We currently have 36 members.  We try to have a variety of speakers, and are always on the look out for ideas, so if anyone has a subject they could come and talk to us about please let me know.  The speakers this year were form the charity Medical support in Rumania, the Antarctic research survey and a member of staff from the County Folk Museum spoke to us on shopping memories of Cambridge.  Just before Christmas we had a demonstration on how to make ribbon roses and were given the materials so that we could have a go ourselves at the meeting.  They were really difficult to make and most of us could not get them to form properly.  We have never laughed so much before.

Our Christmas meal was again at the Golf club at Bourn.  This year for the first time we had to use cars to go to Bourn, because of the cost of hiring a coach is no longer cost effective.  In February we had a lady come to show us how to ice cakes and make flowers out of icing.  The year finished in March with our Birthday party where we celebrated 33 years of the club.  We are still collecting used stamps, foreign coins, printer cartridges and mobile phones for the Air ambulance.

Farmhouse Youth Club – Report given by Jayne Aldhouse

We now have a regular attendance of between 15 to 20 youths and have been enjoying some really good weekly sessions.  It has made a difference not having the older youths coming in and has encouraged more of the younger ones to join us.

We now have four regular members of staff.  Jayne Aldhouse, Hannah Proctor – who has just completed her teaching training at Homerton College and joined us as a volunteer, Tasha Silk – who joined us in January and is now doing her NVQ Level one Youth Worker course and Claris Fouracre – who is doing her NVQ level 3 Youth Worker course.

We have purchased a scanner/printer, digital camera and laminator.

We applied for some money from the Youth Bank to have the Farmhouse redecorated, some new flooring and a couple of new sofas and have been given £4750.  We hope to get started on this as soon as possible but will need to get rid of some old furniture, carpets etc first.  Before we hire a skip do you know of anyone that could take some of the rubbish away for us?  It would be good to have keys to the posts to enable us to have access down to the FH.  There is also an opportunity to apply for some more money to have the outside painted.

I have arranged for the Fire Brigade to pay us a visit to advise on fire safety and I believe they will fit new fire alarms free of charge.  I do have concerns with the fire stairs, as much as we try to discourage it the youths will open the door and with the steep stairs and no light I can see an accident waiting to happen.  Is it possible for us to have a light fixed outside and some sort of alarm put on the door, which will sound off when it is opened?  The bulb also needs replacing for the light at the front of the Farmhouse.  There is also only one fire extinguisher and ideally we should have one on each floor.

We now come under City and I attended a meeting last week with the new area Youth manager, much will stay the same although it was mentioned that we should open 50 weeks of the year and talk of possibly having more weekly sessions at the Farmhouse.  Great news if this can be funded.

Fun Things

Once the work is completed on the inside of the Farmhouse we plan to have an open day to encourage new members and would very much like the Parish Council to come and join us.

We want to be involved with the Bar Hill Fete and already have some ideas of what we can do.  We had a great evening bowling and are now planning an ice skating trip to Peterborough on 7th June.  We are also planning some trips during the summer; the coast and theme park are high on the wish list.  The lads have requested another pool table but we need to do some measuring up to see if this is possible.  Plans are to make more use of the outside green during the summer and invite Cottenham Youth centre along for some sports activities and barbeques.

On behalf of the other workers and the youths I would like to take this opportunity of thanking the Parish Council for the support you have given us, it is very much appreciated.

Football Club – Report Given by Alan Hewings

I am pleased to report that the Football Club has had a reasonable successful season.

The 1st team could still gain second spot in the Cambridge Sunday League Senior Division, and have reached the final of the League cup; their fourth Cup Final in three years.  This will be played on Sunday 13th May 2007.

The Reserve team has had a less successful season than we have become used to.  They have struggled, at times, to score goals and this has left them in a position where they will need to with both of their last two games to be sure of retaining their place in Division 1A.

Two seasons ago we decided to add a third team to the Club, the “A” team, so that we could encourage younger players to continue to play football once they are too old for the Colts Leagues.  This has been reasonably successful, and having gained promotion in their first year they have held their own in the Tucker League for this season, gaining a creditable 4th spot in the final league tables.  Next season, this team will compete in the Cambridge Sunday League.

We continue to encourage footballers that live or have lived in the Village to register for our teams.  Of the current 74 players, 48 fall into these categories.  It is also pleasing to report that our links to Bar Hill Colts FC continue and that we have gain this season been able to accommodate players moving from youth to senior football.

Running a local football club requires considerable financial backing.  We continue to raise funds through fund raising events (Race Nights, Scratch Cards etc) but also are very grateful to our sponsors, Camtronics, Iain martin Builders, and Bar Hill Sports & Social Club.  A thank you also goes to Bar Hill Parish Council and the Village Hall Management Committee, who continue to work with us to ensure that we maintain a good standard of facilities in the village.  A special thank you goes to all of the organisations involved in building the new Village Hall, particularly the Changing Rooms that are some of the best in the area.

Whilst much of our Fund raising is necessary for the running of the Football Club, we also believe that we have a role to play in helping local charities.  Annually, on August Bank Holiday Sunday; we host a Football match, which raises money for good causes.  We are pleased to report that in the last fixture of £700 was raised for the Cambridge Referees Society Good Causes appeal, which supports Children’s Charities in the area.

In summary, the Football Club continues to be a vibrant organisation within the Village, presenting opportunities for many of the residents to enjoy sport, either as players or spectators.  Once again, I thank all of our supporters and our sponsors for enabling this to continue.

Football Project – Report given by Paul Thorby
The facility has now been opened for five seasons of football training.  Once again the facility has been well used with the Colts being the main hirer.  

The adult 5-a-side league is well established with over 100 adults registered to play football every week.  There are three free after school sessions supervised by volunteer parents.  In conjunction with the Cambs FA the committee  organised and hosted girl’s football training, which has progressed into a team entering the local girls football league.

We have also organised after school football training and futsal sessions using Steve Fallon Sports.  During the Summer we are hosting Cambridge United Football Club Street Football sessions for youth people.  A Cambridge United Football Club Development centre is also run on the pitch for three age groups during the football season.

The hockey club continues to run two junior coaching sessions and a ladies/girls session!  The school uses the facility for some PE lessons.  Casual and business bookings continue to increase and it is possible to book the facility for village groups or parties at very reasonable rates.

This season we have invested in new goals, a CCTV system which is linked to the school and a mechanical brushing machine to improve the surface.  Thanks to everyone who has supported such a great village asset.

Happy Hours Senior Citizens Club –– Report sent by Mr Sid Hunt

The Club has enjoyed another successful year.  Numbers have fluctuated but we still finished with a membership of 81.  (One up since my last report).

Quite a number of members have either had or are having treatment at hospital or have had periods as patients there.  Our founder member Phyllis James has had a rough time over the past few months but does seem to be improving now.  

There were a number of outings arranged last year either to seaside reports or places of interest – some including meals and entertainment.  Two five-day holidays were enjoyed by those able to go.

Our Birthday Party (20th Nov) was attended by around 70 members who thoroughly enjoyed the meal and drinks, which are provided free on that day.  The Rev Ruth Adams and Claire Thorby (The Church Administrator) were guests – one of the New Vicar’s first engagements outside the Church.

The Christmas lunch was again held at Menzies Hotel and despite being under new management we were as usual made most welcome.  70 members enjoyed the meal and the free raffle, which had over 30 good prizes and also the music during and after the meal.  On leaving everyone received a box of chocolates.

During the year we have speakers an entertainment and competition games such as crib, men’s and ladies darts, Rummikub, Scrabble, Dominoes and even Table Tennis are ongoing.  We have also introduced Chair Exercises which Simon (Keep Fit) encourages every one to do each month, when he comes for 20 minutes or so.

Once again we have raised around £500 for charities chosen by members by holding raffles throughout the year.  This is only possible by the generosity of our members who give prizes and then buy tickets!  Instead of sending one another Christmas cards we had a collection for the RNLI and raised £100.

Little Acorns – Report given by Sally Gedny

This year has been another busy time for us here at Little Acorns Pre-School.  One of the main changes has been to lower our age for new starters to 2 years old. This has bought with it big challenges and we have needed to constantly reflect upon our practice to ensure that we provide a consistently appropriate environment for all children.
 
We currently have 46 children in attendance at various sessions throughout the week, ranging in ages from 2 to 4; this year 3 families have received help through our 'places for all' policy, which has allowed these children access to sessions completely free of charge.
 
At the present time we employ a total of 8 adults, all involved in various roles within the setting. All staff has undertaken various training courses throughout the year and the majority of staff are involved in furthering their professional development through higher qualifications courses.
 
This past year has also seen us offering work experience placements to students from a number of local schools and colleges, for the first time, and we have found this a challenging and rewarding experience. In the coming year we plan to repeat this process starting with students from Swavesey Village College in June.
 
We continue to work hard to provide a rich learning environment in which children can play and explore in safety. We have managed to utilise our outdoor space all year round, and the children have had great fun in all elements, especially in the small amount of snow we had!
 
We would like to thank the church once again for all their help in allowing us to provide this environment for our children and we were sad to say goodbye to Claire Thorby this year who has been such a support to the group and we look forward to working with Helen in the future.



National Women’s Register - Report Given By Bobby Colver

The NWR meet informally in groups all over the country and have discussions on a variety of topics.  Joining a local branch is a good way to find friendship, enjoy conversations and discover new interests.  Although Bar Hill NWR has lost some members in the past year it continues to be enthusiastically supported.

We have had a busy year with lively debates, entertaining speakers and interesting visits.  Last June we took an evening walk around Cambridge with Allan Brigham whose knowledge and love of the city is phenomenal.  As a well-known local personality he really brings history alive, giving it an individual touch.  We were all sorry when the walk ended.

We also enjoyed our annual outing to Shakespeare at the George, a hotel in Huntingdon where open-air plays are held in the courtyard every summer.  The fading light and birdsong all add to the atmosphere.  Regular playgoers can be spotted by the cushions and woollies they carry as the plastic chairs and occasional chilly evening can take newcomers by surprise.

Bill Block was an enthusiastic speaker about Antarctica, where he’s worked for many years, and Bunty Waters, our District Councillor, talked about her work.  There was good attendance for the Telephone Treasure Trail, which is always very popular.

Discussions included the History of the Orient Express, brought to life by Pat who has travelled on it, Grumpy Old Women – no shortage of topics – and Women Travellers in the days before high tech assistance.

The New Year Social, which this year had a Japanese theme, was held at Karen’s.  She worked very hard to provide authentic food, and we also had a quiz and tried our hand at origami and karaoke.  In February the Cambridge Group invited us to a talk on William Morris by a speaker from the Fitzwilliam Museum.

Although we have enjoyed our year, there was one very sad event, which affected us all deeply.  Last November a long standing and very enthusiastic member of Bar Hill NWR, Janet Morris, died unexpectedly. She had been our Treasurer for a number of years, was always willing to lend her garden for garden Parties and was a fascinating speaker on the history of Emmanuel College where she worked as its Archivist.  She will be sadly missed.  We are looking forward to another successful year and to joining activities organised by the Somersham and Hemingford Grey groups.

Bar Hill Parent Teachers Association Report –  No report Given
Parent & Toddler Group – No Report Given

Pre-School Playgroup – Report Given by Megan Underhay

I am writing this report on behalf of the Bar Hill Pre-school.  My name is Meg Underhay and I am the current chairperson.  I took over this position from my predecessor, Janet Shanahan, in November 2006.

As you know, the pre-school was first opened in 1967.  This means that we will be celebrating our 40th year in the village this year.

The past year has seen a great many changes taking place both within the pre-school and also the village as a whole.  The first half of the year saw the pre-school being housed, temporarily, in the primary school.  At the end of the summer term, in July, it remained unclear where the pre-school would be re-opening in September.  However, the rooms were the pre-school is housed within the village hall were, at last, ready to be moved into for the start of the new term.  This involved a monumental effort for all the pre-school staff and committee members alike and I would like to thank them all for their hard work and patience during this process.

Since September, the pre-school has gone form strength to strength.  Towards the end of the Autumn term we had a sharp rise in the number of children attending the pre-school. This prompted us to employ a new member of staff and also to consider extending the number of sessions that we were open. At the start of January we came to the conclusion that the only option we had was to change our registration status with Ofsted and open for full day care.  We managed to achieve this and re-opened after the February half term registered for full day care.  This complies with government regulations, which are being implemented in 2008.  We also applied for, and received, a Sure Start grant from Cambridgeshire County Council Early Years and Childcare Service.  This was to help with expansion costs.

Currently we open from 9-3 five days a week; with Tuesday morning being reserved for the play tots sessions which is for 0-2 years.  The Friday afternoon session is also specifically designed as a session for children in the year before they commence school.  We also offer a daily lunch club for the children, which is very well attended.

We have also had several fund-raising events, which have proved successful.  We held an Armchair Quiz over the Christmas holidays. We had a tombola stall at the PTA Christmas Fayre.  We have held several playdays during the half-term and Easter holidays.  We will be running a car boot sale on the 24th June and there are several other fund-raising events in the near future; including our open evening on 16th May.

We would like to thank Iain Martin and the Village Hall Management Committee for their support and help during the past few months.  I would also like to thank the Parish Council for allowing us to advertise our fund-raising events around the village.  This has proved invaluable to us.  I hope that the Bar Hill Pre-School will have as much success in the next year as it has in the previous one.

Residents Association – Report Given by Roger Hall

How I begin my annual report each year is habit-forming – the fete was the best yet, the fireworks evening continues to be an attraction and the Bar Hill News is still published eleven times a year.

All these are true.  What more can I say?  The fete, held for the first time in early July, was blessed by perfect summer weather, marred only by England’s usual exit from the World Cup on a penalty shoot-out.  During the evening, Bar Hill’s own pop concert ended a nearly perfect day.  There were more resident watching the annual firework display than on any day in recent years; possibly this was because it was on a Sunday evening.

During the last few months, it is the Bar Hill News, which has been engaging committee attention.  Few people realise that it has been published since December 1967; copies of some of the early editions will be on display at this year’s Fete.  With its fifteen pages being stapled together and photographs being difficult to reproduce clearly, comparison with other village magazines have made many residents comment that it is ‘looking its age’.  They fail to appreciate that the advertisements carried by the magazine not only pay for is production but the cost of putting on the fete and the fireworks evening.  In other villages, these costs are borne by the Parish Council or other village organisations, the advertising in the magazines paying only for its production.

The committee has recently negotiated with ASL in the village to lease a machine, which will collate and staple as well as provide a better print.  First attempts have met with only marginal success.  It is hoped that these difficulties can be ironed out and the Bar Hill News brought more up to date.

This revamp is timely also that the Bar Hill news has required a new editor.  She is Sue Whiting of 9 Almond Grove who has a great deal of experience in this field.  Our thanks and appreciation must go out to Martin Avery, who has so capably edited fit for many years (as well as organising the fireworks evening and playing a major role in the fete).

It also coincides with three noteworthy events:  the occupation of the first house in the village (58 Acorn Avenue) by Bob and Stella Burry on 24th May 1967, the inaugural meeting of the Residents’ Association on 20th October (Terry Barnes, a member of its first committee, still lives in Gladeside) as well as first edition of the Bar Hill News.

Bar Hill, in more ways than one, is forty years old this year.  And the Fete now being planned will celebrate the event by bringing together all parts of the community.  Despite the criticism levelled at the village for many years, those of us who live here realise that in that year, 1967, a social experiment began which created the village community we know today.  Bar Hill is unique, ladies and gentlemen, a village created by its people for its people.

Royal British Legion – Report Given By M Duce
Our branch despite being one of the smaller branches in the area is the most active.  During the year we start in January with a ‘Ladies Night’ when the men are expected to do all the work.  This funded by the profit from various evenings such as Pie and Mash suppers throughout the year.

We had a stall at the Village Fete and had an enjoyable but very hot day.  On the completion of the new Village Hall we moved out of the Parish Council Office but, as our membership is increasing, we having to relocate to the Octagon meetings room.

Our Poppy Appeal collection exceeded £5700 an increase of approx 4%.  For the second year running we gained the certificate for the 2nd highest sum collected per head of population.  

Remembrance Day Parade was well attended, so nice having all the children involved in what can sometimes be a rather solemn service.  The holiday in Scotland was a great success especially the evening at the Edinburgh Tattoo.  This year we are going to Dublin in August for five days.

New members are always welcome at our meetings, which take place on the 4th Thursday of the month.  From May all meetings will be in the new location.

School Governors – Report given by Richard Lewney

Since Easter the school has taken the school lunch catering in-house, with much improved meals (previously the meals were cooked off-site and merely reheated on the premises) and a deliberate policy of promoting lunch as a social opportunity to sit and have a meal with friends.

We have invested in new round tables (a few more are still needed) to improve the layout and atmosphere.  The initial response has been highly favorable, with numbers having lunch up from 60-70 before the change to about 130 now.  Many thanks to Kevin Hodgson (chef), and to Jayne Bacon (finance secretary) who undertook careful research into what was needed to take this on.  Because of the success of the venture, the school was featured in the Cambridge Evening News today (26/4/07).  The initiative is a continuation of the policy of improving the nutrition of children, on the lines of the ‘healthy tuck shop’, which has already been introduced.
Also this term we were delighted to receive the ICT Quality Mark, the first primary school in Cambridgeshire to receive the award, in recognition of the effective use of ICT in the school.
There are a number of initiatives to make sure that ‘pupil voice’ is heard, and to promote the development of responsibility among the pupils.  The Anti-Bullying Council comprises some Year 5 and 6 children who, with appropriate training, listen to both sides of a complaint about bullying on a ‘no blame’ basis, and then help children to work out their problems constructively.  The Council has been asked to give presentations in other schools about their work.
There is a School Council with representatives from all years (from Year 1 upwards) elected by the children.  The Council meets with the Head teacher periodically and has a small budget to spend on improvements in the school.
There is a Citizenship Group (comprising the majority of pupils in Year 5) who undertakes various responsible activities including sitting with younger children at lunchtime and engaging in some activities in the community (examples in the past include designing the area outside the library and offering tea to senior citizens).
Because of the changing age structure in Bar Hill, the school roll is in decline over a number of years, which puts great pressure on the budget and morale.  In September we shall lose another class teacher position.  We are grateful to Jo Hall for organising March’s Auction of Promises event with such energy, and this made an important contribution to the school’s funds.
The governors continue to be grateful to all the school’s staff for their dedication and commitment, and to Lin Whyte for her inspiring leadership as Head teacher.
Scout Group – Report sent by Janet Kempson
This time last year the outlook for the Scout Group was not too good.  Our Cub Scout Leader was stepping down after 10 years service, and, as is often the case in voluntary organisations, there was no-one forthcoming to take over the leadership role.  The Scout group provides activities in three sections, Beavers 6-8 years, Cubs 8-10 years and Scouts 10-14 years.  Retaining the middle section was so important to the Group that the leaders of the other 2 sections decided to experiment by running the 3 sections all on one evening to enable everyone to still enjoy the wide-range of activities, which we offer.  Overlapping time slots meant that each section meet up with those in the next age-range too and has proved a great success.  One of the most noticeable benefits is that we no longer seem to be losing youngsters when they reach the age of transfer to the next section because they already know most of the people there as they have interaction with them each week.

After the first term of this new format we welcomed a new Cub Scout Leader on board, so now each section once again has a designated leader and sets its own programme.  However, as the leadership team enjoys working together, we intend to keep to the present arrangement of running all three sections on a Tuesday evening.  This year 2007 is the Centenary of the foundation of Scouting and the young people (please note Scouting is no longer only for boys, we now also have girls in the group and would welcome more!) are celebrating in various ways during the year.

The main project for the future must be a replacement building as the present Scout Hut has far exceeded its capacity for service.  We are now once more talking to other interested parties about a new building, and hopefully this will lead to a new development in the near future.

Sports and Social Club – Report Given by Bob Wells

The last year has been a dramatic year for the club. We are still committed to providing a total community environment, which has obviously been much enhanced after the refurbishment of the village hall with the provision of a lift that does enable villagers who cannot climb stairs i.e. wheelchair users, mothers with prams and people who generally have mobility problems to reach the upper floor, we welcome them all.

After the very successful opening in October we have continued to grow from strength to strength.  Since reopening in the village hall we have provided regular entertainment including, pantomime, alongside our traditional singers, bands, and karaoke.  We welcomed the opportunity to continue trading whilst the refurbishment took place and the temporary building that we erected on the village hall car park although not 100% ideal was for 15 months home for us. 

It also gave us the impetus to tackle the thorny problem of smoking in the club premises and actually aided us in our decision to make the new village hall and club totally non smoking indoors some 9 months ahead of the impending legislation due to take effect from 1st July next.  This was a courageous decision to make at the time but it has since been proven to be the correct decision with many new members telling us that the reason they previously had not joined the club was because of the smoky atmosphere.

We currently have 1275 members with about 85% living in bar hill our subscriptions are £1 for senior citizens & £5 for adults raising to £8 if not obtained within the first month of the membership year, which starts 1st September each year.  This year we have also introduced a junior membership for 16 to 18 year olds who are registered with 1 of the affiliated sporting organisations and whose parents/guardians are also members and this costs also £1 per year

We have continued in our tradition of offering support to village clubs and societies with donations to such worthy causes as Royal British Legion, football and cricket clubs as well as numerous other donations to local and national causes.  Before I close I would like to go on record to thank Iain Martin and the Village Hall Management Committee.

The internal cooperation between the 2 groups has never been better and at last all parties are working together towards what is best for all organisations that use the building and the village in general.  I will finish by thanking the parish council for their support during the redevelopment, I know we still have some financial problems associated with the village hall but I am sure that by working together a way forward will be found.  
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Sunshine Pre-School Playgroup – No Report Given

Tennis Club – Report sent By Ray Livingstone

Following the re-surfacing of the tennis courts at the end of 2005; the Bar Hill Tennis Club enjoyed their first summer playing on the new and improved surface. There was a healthy increase in numbers attending the club social nights held every Tuesday and Thursday night from April until September. The supervised junior play sessions continued on Wednesday evenings and we provided free access to the Bar Hill Community School during the summer term. The Men’s Doubles team finished mid-table in Division 8 of the Cambridge & District LTA League having won 3/7 matches, a marked improvement compared to the previous year. This forthcoming season we are entering both a men’s and mixed team.

One of the highlights of the year was our friendly match against local rivals Longstanton Tennis Club. I am pleased to report that Bar Hill won 41-39 in glorious sunshine followed by sumptuous refreshments! Longstanton have now asked us for a re-match at their club in mid May.

The courts were opened to the public during the weekends of the Wimbledon fortnight and this tradition will continue this year (30th June, 1st & 7-8th July). This also coincides with the annual Bar Hill fête. We will also be holding a quiz evening in October and we invite the local community to attend.

Under Ones – Report sent by Alwyn Keeves

Under Ones continue to meet on Tuesday mornings 10 am – 12 midday.  We provide a relaxed morning for Mums, Carers, Grandparents, Fathers with their babies.  We provide refreshments at 50p for the morning.  It is a change to chat with others and relax while babies sleep or play.  A good opportunity to make new friends, or come along with others met at antenatal classes, prior to the nursery or playgroups.  There are toys, books and changing facilities.  We provide the facilities with Norma, Linda and Alice.  Our numbers remain quite small but we are increasing form 4 – 10 on average.

Village Hall Management Committee – Report sent by Iain Martin
At last year’s AGM we were only half way through the refurbishment of the Hall, at last we re-opened in October and had the pleasure of PC Chair, Margaret Sellars, performing the official opening.

On New Year’s Even we had a family disco where old and young (many in pushchairs) welcomed in 2007.  We have also had other functions (ie disco, dance and table top sale) in the hall and will continue to on a regular basis.

The bookings for the Hall are on the increase for all family events and we have several bookings for local companies during the daytime for meetings.  All the old hirers are back and many new ones; you can enjoy dance, aerobics, kickboxing, karate or a quite game of bingo.  

It’s been a very busy time for my committee and me but I believe that Bar Hill now has a village hall to be proud of.  I look forward to seeing you all in the Hall soon.

7.0 REPORT BY CAMBRIDGESHIRE CONSTABULARY – PC KEVIN MISIK
It has now been just over a year since the DPPO was put into place in Bar Hill and the effect that it has had has been quite amazing, it was almost like turning off a tap.  The reports of Anti-Social behaviour have fallen by approximately 40% and the problems that used to blight people lives have almost stopped.  A number of other villages have asked for DPPO's also but as yet none have been issued.


The village has started to come together over the last year with the new surface on the Tennis Courts and the new Village Hall.  This gives a good impression with new activities going on in the village and this has brought about respect with the young people wanting to keep the village looking good.

There are Neighbourhood Panels now taking place this year for residents from all over South Cambridgeshire able to come along and bring up issues that affect them.  The first will be held at Swavesey on 22nd May.  There will be a further three events over the course of the year so please come along and have your say.

  
There have been ongoing problems with HGV’s in the area around Tesco and Trafalger Way.  We have been looking at this area and tickets have been issued recently to some drivers regarding their parking.



Also our PCSO Llian COLE is moving on to start her training as a Police Officer in Cambridge City and she is going to be replaced by PCSO Karen Mahoney.

8.0 REPORT BY DISTRICT COUNCILLOR – ROGER HALL

There can be no doubt that the last few years have been difficult ones for South Cambridgeshire District Council. At no time since the council’s inception in the early 1970s has there been a political group with an outright majority. When the Cabinet system was introduced in 1999, the Council decided opted for the ‘proportionality’ system – in other words, that the Cabinet and all major committees were elected in proportion to the political composition of the council.

 

This led increasingly to fudge and weak governance. Because of the difficulties handling this situation, the then Leader called in the Audit Commission to conduct a ‘corporate governance inspection’.

 

The inspection began after much-needed reforms had begun. Noteworthy among these were the appointment of a new and more capable Chief Executive and a re-structuring of the management system. After the elections last May, for the first time a political group was compelled to go into opposition. A cabinet was then formed with five Conservative and two Independent members.

 

The report of the Corporate Governance Inspection was damning – we knew it would be. But it was the structure and processes of the Council that was criticised not what the Council had failed to achieve. In most such cases, councils are placed under ‘special measures’, its functions effectively taken over by outside appointees. However, South Cambridgeshire was allowed to continue the process of reform it had already begun, and a follow-up inspection will take place in the autumn. One of the consequences of the inspection was a disappointment for me personally: when the chairman of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee was selected to replace an Independent member of the Cabinet who had been dismissed from the Cabinet because of so-called ‘racist’ remarks. I should have stepped into his shoes. It was pointed out by the inspectors that an opposition member should be chairman and I felt myself obliged to step aside in favour of a member of the opposition.

 

Headlines in the Cambridge Evening News branded the council as ‘failures’. This was calumnious hyperbole unworthy of a serious newspaper. The Council’s achievements since last May have been considerable:

Bus passes so anyone over 60/disabled can travel within the county have been introduced.  Over a million pounds’ worth of savings have been made without reducing services.  The Council has taken decisive action on illegal travellers’ sites.  A resolution to the ‘Milton Park problem’, which has cost taxpayers more than a quarter of a million pounds a year, is in sight.  South Cambridge has received the Beacon status for driving forward its waste and recycling programme.  Despite receiving only £54 per head of population from the Government (compared with £77 with other district councils), South Cambridgeshire sets one of the lowest council taxes in the country. A six-year business plan has been agreed which includes raising Council Tax by no more than 5% per year.  The Council considers about twice as many planning applications as most other councils.  The Council was the first in the country to have its Local Development Framework (which identifies where development will take place up to 2016) accepted by the Government.  It was also one of the first councils to implement the 2002 Licensing Act. Now this committee, of which I am vice-chairman, is involved with the Gambling Act. 
 

Bunty and I take pride in working as a team. Because of our different work patterns, I am able to take up issues, which require regular visits at Cambourne leaving Bunty to be more active where grass-roots matters are concerned. She, for example, is a member of Bar Hill Parish Council while I regularly attend both the Bar Hill and Dry Drayton Parish Councils. Between us, we have:

Seen off the proposal for a wind farm between Boxworth and Conington.  Successfully campaigned for the relocation of Bar Hill post office in the library.  Worked to mitigate the effect of heavy lorries speeding through Dry Drayton on their way to the A428 construction site (and, in future, using it as a ‘rat-run’). 
Opposed proposed extensions to the Tesco store in Bar Hill on account of a reduction of car parking spaces.  Seen off the car wash facility in the Tesco car park situated in close proximity to the school. 

Successfully campaigned for modifications to the recycling centre to prevent rubbish disposed there being blown around Bar Hill. 
 

Local issues are often difficult to foresee. But it is undeniable that the amount of development being foisted on us by the Government will affect us.

It was a blow when government inspectors decided that there should be 10,000 houses in Northstowe instead of the 8,000 in the council’s action plan. This will compromise the separation zones between Northstowe and the villages of Longstanton and Oakington (with Longstanton being effectively enveloped by Northstowe) and the proposed country park adjoining Oakington.

Delays to the upgrading of the A14 continue resulting in more accidents and loss of life. The lumbering colossus of bureaucracy appears to be oblivious to this; despite local concern, the number of fatalities in relation to car movements is low. We remain opposed to road congestion charges, as these will militate against we live in the countryside for which, despite the advances in recent years, public transport is far from adequate. (It is also sometimes forgotten that these charges exist already, namely the duty on petrol: cruising at 50 mph or less on a country road uses less fuel than inching forward at 5 mph in the centre of Cambridge.) 

Immediately after the forthcoming elections, the council housing problem in the district will have to be resolved. Fifty-five per cent of rental and other receipts are forwarded to the Government for ‘re-distribution’, and, as a result, by 2009-10, there will be insufficient money for maintenance and repairs.  Government policy prefers, where possible, that public housing should be owned and managed by housing associations, who are able to borrow money for maintenance and the building of new houses whereas councils cannot. 
  

I am proud to serve you and the village where I have lived for nearly thirty-eight years one of your district councillors and am grateful for the support and encouragement you have given me in the past and hope you will accord me in the future. 

 

9.0 REPORT BY CAMBRIDGESHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL – JOHN REYNOLDS

I have set out below a report just some of my activities as your County Councillor for the past year.

Public Transport has been a major issue for the County, we have seen huge increases in passenger numbers over the past 10 years and this has been helped by the securing of £2.5 million grant from government to increase bus services on the main routs in the County. We did a set back with the Government decision early last year, that free transport for the over 60’s would be on a District-by-District basis. The County Council officers worked hard with the Districts, (who had received the Government funding) the bus operators and LSP’s to hammer out the countywide scheme that we introduced in October, this has been a roaring success. However the County Council will have to pump in over £700,000 to support the scheme up to March 2008.  

Waste again has been an important issue, the County Council has to dispose of all the rubbish collected and by working with our Districts we have achieved the highest national rate of recycling, now exceeding 50%. We will have to work much harder to reduce waste if we are to avoid being fined by government in 2009/10. We already pay the Government £21 per ton of waste that goes to land fill and this Government charge will increase by £8 per ton each of the next three years.

I have also been engaged in chairing two County Council Private Finance Initiatives, which will cost over 1billion pounds over the next 25 years. These are on the disposal of waste, which we hope to approve a final contract this summer and the replacement of about 40,000 old streetlights. 

I was appointed last year as Chairman of Renewables East, whose objectives are to promote the use of renewable energy across the region. We have an objective of securing 20% of our regions energy from renewables by 2020. We will be supporting this by promoting off shore wind, ground water heat pumps, home micro energy, combined heat and power plants using wood chips or similar fuels, development of bio fuels and promotion many other new technologies yet to be developed. We are funded by the East of England Development Agency and from a range of self-funding work streams.   

I have continued as Chairman of the Regional Planning Panel that represents all 54 Local Authorities from across the six counties. We have completed the Regional Spatial Strategy, have progressed the development of a strategy to deal with the problems of Gypsies and Travellers We have developed a financial plan to deliver increased prosperity for the region. We continue to lobby and meet Ministers from the Dept for Local Government to press the regions case for more resources from Government to support the infrastructure.  

I am the County Council’s member on Cambridgeshire Horizons, which is the delivery agency for the development of the Cambridge sub region as set out in the counties Structure Plan. The key objectives are to increase the amount of both affordable and market housing, deliver sustainable communities including jobs, schools, health services, public transport and improvement to the environment. In the past 5 years we have seen delivered some 15,000 new homes and 14,000 new jobs in the Cambridge Sub Region.   

In the past year I have continued with providing County information and monthly reports to the Parish Council

     
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
There being no other business to discuss the meeting closed at 9:45 p.m.  
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