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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Meeting

Held in The Parish Council Office

at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 17 April 2008


ACTION


1.0     Present: 
M Sellars
Chair
(MS)


L Baffa
Clerk
(LB)


B Burrage
Councillor
(BB)


J Dean
Councillor
(JDe)


J Doland
Councillor
(JDo)


M Duce
Councillor
(MD)


B Howard
Councillor
(BH)


S Jenkins 
Vice-Chair
(SJ)


M Pope
Councillor
(MP)


G Spence
Councillor
(GS)


S Spence
Councillor
(SS)


B Waters
Councillor
(BW)


J York
Councillor
(JY)


R Hall
District Councillor


J Reynolds
County Councillor


M Johnson
Chair of Swavesey Parish Council


A Choat
Chair of Bar Hill Commercial Association

Apologies: 
K Mahoney
Cambridgeshire Constabulary

2.0
To Approve Minutes of Parish Council Meeting on 20th March 2008:-

The Minutes for the Parish Council Meeting held on 20th March 2008 were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by SS and seconded by BB.  All in favour.

3.0
Matters Arising

Aran Nugent – Highways Agency

Aran Nugent of the Highways Agency attended the meeting and gave a brief resume of his responsibilities within the Highways Agency.  They work directly with the Department of Transport and his area is the A14, A428 and M11 and some of the Eastern region.

Their policy issues are with Central Government and some years ago lorry parks were taken away from the Highways Agency and the needs were then met by private enterprise so now they have no say in the matter.  Local planning authorities and other regulated bodies are at present lobbying for this subject to be re-opened and the local District Council would be the best place to start with regard to looking at the future of lorry parks.

They are undertaking a national assessment for lorry parks throughout the country.  The study is yet to start and this could take some time but in the long term this should pave the way for new lorry parks to be opened on our main motorway systems.

MS then suggested that as we are looking mainly for a short-term solution, it seems that signs would be the best thing and the Parish Council would like to see something on the A14 to discourage lorries from coming in to the village.  Aran replied that this could be done through an order from the County Council that could restrict overnight parking or in fact giving the lorry drivers a time limit of say 2 hours.

MP then stated that the Highways Agency closed all the lay-by’s for HGV’s but did not put anything in place to replace them.  Aran answered that they have the responsibility of safety issues above everything else and these were closed due to accidents and safety of drivers.

M Johnson (Chair of Swavesey Parish Council) then came in and informed Aran that when he left our last meeting he counted the lorries parked at Buckingway Business Park and there were 50 parked overnight.  He will be having a meeting in the next couple of weeks to talk about the development of the A14, as it seems that nothing is being done for the future of the A14 development.  This problem needs to be addressed before the improvements get under way.

A Choat then mentioned that the sticking point seems to be the County Council.  He feels a sign should be placed on the A14 indicating that HGV’s enter the village for deliveries only.  He has gone to a Cabinet Member in London and asked him to define the footpaths as HGV’s are parking on the footpaths and grass verges.

He also asked if there was rate relief for land along the A14 and also the Park and Ride.  MP replied to this as he has already had a reply that stated the road surface at the Park and Ride sites were not built for large vehicles and continual usage by HGV’s would damage the road surface.

A Choat, when visiting London, also met with HGV drivers and he can sympathise with them.  He is well aware of the safety issues they have at present and also the need to stop their journeys when the taco tells them to.  We must look at providing truck stop facilities on all major roads.

Aran said that we would take our views back to his department and they will endeavour to get the Governmental department to try and change their policies and look to the future.

JDol then showed Aran some photographs he had recently taken showing lorries parked badly and he has been speaking with some of the more amiable drivers and they are as frustrated as we are with the current situation.

A Choat feels that we must focus on the County Council and see what their responsibilities are as far as the roads are concerned.  He has already had a reply back from the District Council after he asked the question about regular litter picking in the industrial area due to the litter that is left by overnight lorries being parked there.  They quoted £500 per week to clean and litter pick the area.

BW felt disappointed that we are still at this stage as we have been trying to find solutions for so long.  This is a residential village and the roads were not built for heavy vehicles.  We have looked in to weight restrictions and gates etc and still nothing has been done.

MP mentioned that before the Northstowe development goes ahead, as it is still in its planning stages, a truck stop should be incorporated in to the infrastructure.  Aran replied that the local authority has a say in the planning issues for the new development and they could implement this before building starts.

MP feels that if we were able to solve this problem now then Northstowe would be able to learn from our experiences to ensure they do not have this problem in the future.  There needs to be a long-term solution so a lorry park is essential.

JDean then mentioned the document that had been received about air quality control and asked if this was the responsibility of the Highways Agency.  Aran replied that in the long term this will be their responsibility but at present the local District authority has just produced an assessment and they have not yet seen the documents so he was unable to comment.

At this point John Reynolds joined the meeting and when questioned about the order for signage on the A14 he replied that if the Highways Agency would be giving positive support for orders and signs then the County Council would hopefully be able to move on this.  They are currently trying to find solutions for the whole of the A14, as we need to look at the problems from a wider perspective.

A Choat summed up the discussion by saying that we need the Freight Transport Association and Road Haulage Association on our side; to deter HGV’s from parking in the village.  Proper facilities to be made available for the HGV’s and for the County Council to take responsibility for the HGV’s, as the roads in our village were not built for heavy vehicles.

J Reynolds confirmed that he would look into how an order could be made for signage on the A14.  At this point Aran was thanked for attending the meeting and he left along with Martin Johnson and Alan Choat. 

4.0
Clerk/Treasurers Report

a) Correspondence received this month

	D
	Costain Skansa

It has been confirmed that Costain Skansa will be attending our next meeting on 15th May, along with the Highways Agency to discuss the A14 Ellington to Fen Drayton improvements.  It was agreed that, as a new Chair and Vice-Chair needs to be elected, the meeting would convene at 6.45pm for this date only.


	

	F
	British Telecom
A letter has been received back about the state of the two telephone boxes that are located in the village.  They say they have already been cleaned and will soon be repaired.  The Clerk will write back and ask when they will be repaired as neither have a phone in them and also it does not appear that they have been cleaned at all.


	C



	G
	Bar Hill Football Club

A request has been made for the village green to be once again weeded as this was done last year and was a big improvement to the state of the grass.  It was agreed that the Clerk would once again write to the company concerned and ask for this to be done again.


	C



	H
	Letter regarding the starting up of a Support Group for Special Needs

A letter has been received from a resident that is looking to start up a support group for special needs children in the village.  It is early days but she would like the support of the Parish Council in any way.  This was discussed at length and was decided, as with all new groups, that if they were able to show a willingness to get the group up and running, then we would look favourably in helping them in the future.  In the meantime the Clerk will point them in the right direction for contact names and advice, such as the County Council and also a lady that lives in the village, who once did the same sort of thing.


	C




Accounts

b)
Outstanding Accounts for Approval

The Clerk went through the accounts for April.  The monthly expenditure report was proposed as a true record by BH and seconded by BB.  All in favour.

The Clerk went through the cheques paid in April. The cheques for approval were proposed by JDol and seconded by MD.  All in favour.

The correspondence and accounts are available to view

in the Parish Council Office, Hanover Close, Off Viking Way, Bar Hill
5.0
Chairs Report

Information Centre 

The Clerk informed the Council that she had a meeting with our Solicitor and Andrew Noyes last week with regard to the access by Menzies Hotel and the Lease Agreement for the new tenants and the points raised by all parties have now been sorted out.  R Hall confirmed that the planning application period ends on 28th April and it should then be approved on delegation.

Air Quality Control

This document had been sent prior to the meeting for the Council to examine.  The question was asked what is normal traffic flow?  R Hall replied that there is a limit.  If the air quality reaches a certain level then the County Council has a legal right to stop the flow of traffic all together, although he thinks this would never happen.

It was agreed that we would write back and inform them of our concerns about the air quality in Bar Hill and ask what will be done about it.  What plans are in place to improve the quality of life for residents?
C
6.0 
Reports

a) Community Safety (K Mahoney)

There have been 73 calls for service in the past month (16th march - 15th April) Please bear in mind that the Bar Hill ward also includes Dry Drayton, Lolworth, Boxworth and A14 that runs between these villages. 

There have been six drive offs - two from Tesco, three from Cambridge extra services and one from the service station at Lolworth. One report of criminal damage where there had been an attempt to remove lead from the church roof in Hanover Close. 

There have been seven reports of rowdy/nuisance incidents in the area, two were reported from Tesco. One incident reported in Dry Drayton where youths were riding motorbikes in the field at the bottom of the high street, which I will be paying more attention to and one report in Appletrees where youths were playing football and kicking the ball against a resident’s fence. Reactive officers dealt with these youths. 

All in all Bar Hill remains relatively quiet at the moment. 

b) Residents Association (R Hall)

The new copier has now been purchased.  Kirsten Goodfield has started to prepare the Fete Day booklet and this will be sent around with the Bar Hill News.  Many interested residents attended the last Fete meeting, which was very encouraging.  It has been decided to have a “Late Taxi Home” service for the more elderly residents who wish to attend the evening’s festivities.

c) Village Hall Management Committee (M Pope)

No meeting has been held this month so there was no report.  However, the accounts have been received and these were looked at.   

d) Planning Committee (S Jenkins)

SJ informed the Council that a planning application has been received for a new dwelling in Otter Close.  This was discussed at length and it was decided that we should write back and inform them of the gas sub-station that is very near to the proposed development.  An application was refused some years ago because of the sub-station.
C
e) Tesco Liaison (B Burrage)

BB has had a meeting with Moira and she informed him that the new delivery sign is taking longer than anticipated, as it has to go the SCDC for planning approval.  BB felt that the litter picking around the Tesco area has been done very well and the new replanting along Viking Way, along with new bollards to stop vehicles parking on the area would be done shortly.

f) Environment Committee (M Duce)

There was no meeting but MD reported that the Litter Picking Day went very well.

g) School Governors Report (B Waters)

There has been no recent meeting due to the Easter Holidays but MS reported that her invitation to lunch will be taking place next Tuesday and she will report back at the next meeting.

h) South Cambridgeshire District Council (R Hall)

The Audit Commission report has now been received back.  With regard to congestion charges, SCDC will oppose this charge until the public transport system has improved.

Planning Issues.  It has now been confirmed that the Parish Council will now be able to attend committee meetings and be able to speak as long as the Chair of the committee has been contacted beforehand and lastly, the collection of plastics from the kerb is still on track for October.

BB asked about information on the bus passes as many people had been complaining that they still have not received their passes and BW replied that these are in hand but they should contact SCDC if there is a problem.

i) Cambridgeshire County Council (J Reynolds)

Much had already been spoke about with regard to the HGV situation and JR had already given his input but he did inform the meeting that after asking how well used the late bus would be he had only 5 replies from residents to say they would use the late bus.

j) Greenhouse Project (B Howard)

There has been no recent meeting so there was nothing to report.

7.0
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION

The Clerk was pleased to inform the meeting that Nick Richardson had very kindly agreed to take on the task of Tree Warden for the Village.  She has sent his details to SCDC and as and when training courses become available she will let him know.

The TV Licence for the Farmhouse has now been sorted out and Cottenham Village College will be paying this from now on.

BB reported that a property in Stonefield has a large van parked at the front of the property, on the grass verge.  This has been happening for some time now.  It was agreed that the Clerk would write and ask for this practice to stop.
C

Date of Next Meeting.


There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.30pm.  The next full Parish Council Meeting will take place on Thursday 15th May 2008 at 6.45 p.m. in the Parish Council Office.

Signed ………………………………………………….. (Chair)   
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