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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Meeting

Held in The Parish Council Office

at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 15 May 2008


ACTION


1.0     Present: 
M Sellars
Chair
(MS)


L Baffa
Clerk
(LB)


B Burrage
Councillor
(BB)


J Dean
Councillor
(JDe)


J Doland
Councillor
(JDo)


B Howard
Councillor
(BH)


S Jenkins 
Vice-Chair
(SJ)


M Pope
Councillor
(MP)


G Spence
Councillor
(GS)


B Waters
Councillor
(BW)


R Hall
District Councillor

Apologies: 
M Duce
Councillor
(MD)


S Spence
Councillor
(SS)


J York
Councillor
(JY)


J Reynolds
County Councillor


K Mahoney
Cambridgeshire Constabulary

2.0
To elect new Chair and Vice-Chair for the forthcoming year

GS proposed that MS remain as Chair for a further year and this was seconded by BB.  All in favour.  MS then proposed that SJ remain as Vice-Chair for a further year and this was seconded By BB.  All in favour.  Both MS and SJ accepted with thanks.

3.0
To Approve Minutes of Parish Council Meeting on 17th April 2008:-

The Minutes for the Parish Council Meeting held on 17th April 2008 were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by MP and seconded by JDean.  All in favour.

The Minutes for the Special Meeting to discuss road narrowing on the perimeter road held on 30th April 2008 were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by SJ and seconded by MP.  All in favour.

4.0
Matters Arising

Highways Agency

Geoff Chatfield of the Highways Agency and John Clarke of Costain Skansa attended the meeting and gave a brief resume of their responsibilities within the Highways Agency and the work they will be carrying out on the A14 improvements.

The new section of the A14 will run alongside Bar Hill and the existing A14 will then become a link road direct from Cambridge.  Atkins, who are based at Girton, will be doing the design work of the scheme, Costains are designing the whole route and Highways Agency will then have to maintain the route.

The next stage of the development is to go to public inquiry and if successful they will build the first section of the A14 from Fen Drayton to Histon (which includes Bar Hill).  They are hoping to start at the end of 2010.  At present only the first section has been designed to go to public inquiry and once this has been successful then the remaining two sections will then be designed.  They will be more than happy to come back to future Parish Council meeting to discuss details as they arise.

MS then explained to the visitors about the problem we currently face with HGV’s using the village as an overnight stopover and the meetings we have had so far, with the different authorities, to get the HGV usage reduced as much as possible.  

Geoff Chatfield replied that once the new A14 is built and the existing A14 becomes a link road it would be difficult for the passing HGV’s to come off at Bar Hill, as they are planning that there will not be a junction, only local access roads.  They are trying to separate long distance traffic and local traffic.

MP told our visitors of our concerns with HGV’s especially when Northstowe has been built and the extra traffic this new town will bring.  He mentioned that we have been writing to SCDC and our local MP to try and get a lorry park built within the new development.

JDean then asked about the increase of pollution once these extra lanes have been built and Geoff Chatfield replied that it is possibly worse now because of the constant slow moving traffic.  Once the new lanes have been built the traffic will move more freely ad pollution should be no more than it is now.

BH then asked the visitors that with the constant build up of traffic over the coming years, will the roads not be congested again say in 30 years time?  They replied that they cannot say how congested any road will be in 30 years time but they will make every endeavour to make sure the road will work for a long time to come.

John Clarke said that he would collect data on air pollution and the effects on surrounding villages and will be happy to attend a future meeting with this information.

MS then summarised that there were three issues the Parish Council had and would like answers to, those being:

· Noise

· Pollution

· HGV’s

Also lorry parks were discussed at length and John Clarke felt the best way forward with this would be put pressure on the County Council and Government, through our local MP.  It was the Highways Agency who closed down the lay-bys in the first instance because of safety regulations.  MS thanked our guests for attending the meeting and they left.  

4.0
Clerk/Treasurers Report

a) Correspondence received this month

	E
	Email from John Reynolds on tackling congestion in Cambridgeshire

This item was discussed briefly as there was a great deal of interest in this document.  MS felt that everybody wants more public transport and yet buses will not come to Bar Hill in the evenings.

 
	

	G
	CALC Bulletin

A monthly newsletter is sent to the Parish Council called CALC Bulletin and there was an interesting piece in last month’s issue about funding for various groups.  It was agreed that the Clerk would put a piece in the July Bar Hill News highlighting the funding available and invite groups in the village to contact her for further information.

JDol proposed that we also look to this funding for the Memorial Garden and this was seconded by BW.  All in favour.


	C

C

	H
	Rogue Traders

In an email from John Reynolds highlighting the problem of rogue traders he mentioned a list that is available on approved traders for people to use, if they are in doubt.  JDol suggested that the list be published in the Cambridge Evening News.  The Clerk mentioned that some time ago the District Council asked her for approved traders that we used in the village and she passed this information on, to be added to the list, although she felt that this list could not be put in the public domain for fear of showing favouritism to certain contractors and not others.

 
	

	I
	School Dinners

It has been published that many schools have not been taking up the new incentive of healthy school dinners and the Parish Council was wondering why this is, as Bar Hill has been so successful with their new scheme of healthy menus.  MS suggested that we ask J Reynolds if he could find an answer to this query.


	


Accounts

b)
Outstanding Accounts for Approval

The Clerk went through the accounts for May.  The monthly expenditure report was proposed as a true record by BW and seconded by JDol.  All in favour.

The Clerk went through the cheques paid in May. The cheques for approval were proposed by MP and seconded by BH.  All in favour.

The correspondence and accounts are available to view

in the Parish Council Office, Hanover Close, Off Viking Way, Bar Hill
5.0
Chairs Report

Information Centre 

The Clerk informed the Council that she had a conversation with Andy Knott with regard to the planning permission granted on the Information Centre and the many conditions that were attached to the approval.  Andy Knott was not surprised and said this was normal practice in a build such as this, and was just a question of finalising a few items.  He will be meeting with the Landscape Officer of SCDC next week and also will ask the architect to put together a brief plan of landscaping to hand to the officer.

Our Solicitors are still waiting to hear from the Hotel’s Solicitors with regard to the access.  The Clerk has asked them to speed matters up as this could hold up the start date for the build.
C
Purchase of Land

This subject was briefly discussed after the Clerk read out the email from CALC with regard to land owned by the Parish Council.  SJ proposed that we make no changes to the current policy of purchase of land and this was seconded by JDol.  For = 8.  Abstained = 1 (JDean).  Therefore the Clerk will write to the resident in question with our decision.
C

6.0 
Reports

a) Greenhouse Project (B Howard)

There has been no recent meeting so there was nothing to report.  However, BH has now asked for this item to be removed from the agenda, as they seem to be no further forward than a year ago.  He feels that members of the committee either need to take this project forward or to close down the project.  BH will be speaking with the various members to see what they are going to do for the future.

MS suggested that the Clerk write to the Scout Group and inform them of our concerns over the safety of the children in the current building and that the Parish Council would be very happy to invite one of their committee members and come to one of our meetings and discuss the current situation and ask what their future plans are?
C
MP mentioned that storage is no longer a problem as there is space in the containers on the village green.  The Scout Group were invited to use the Village Hall but a response was never received from them.  Currently their water and sewage is attached to the mains of the Village Hall and they will be asked in the near future to make a contribution towards the water rates.

b) Community Safety (K Mahoney)

Due to KM absence there was no report for this month.

c) Residents Association (R Hall)

Due to the early departure of RH, MS reported that there would be no meeting this month due to the AGM being held on Friday 23rd May in the School Community Room.

d) Village Hall Management Committee (M Pope)

The meeting has not taken place as yet so there was no report.  However, the accounts have been received and these were looked at.  From the accounts it was noted that all outstanding building costs have now been paid.

They are also looking at energy costs and how these can be split because the majority of the costs seem to come from the Social Club.

JDol voiced his concerns about the Village Hall Management Committee and the Sports & Social Club having the same Chairman and Treasurer.  However, he stipulated that their integrity was not at all being questioned but he felt this point should be raised.

e) Planning Committee (S Jenkins)

Items were briefly discussed as decisions had already been made at the last Planning Committee meeting.

f) Tesco Liaison (B Burrage)

BB has had a meeting with Moira and he informed her of the dangerous holes that have now appeared outside Bar Hill Motors.  They are still waiting for quotations to come back for this work, but the job will be a total resurface and not just repairs.

The sign has been changed and plants have now been put on the outside of the fencing along Viking Way to stop cars parking along here.  The new Manager is called Paul Parsons and he will be starting at Tesco on Monday 19th May.

g) Environment Committee (M Duce)

There was no meeting, so nothing further to report.  However, the Clerk did mention that further quotes have now come in for the Tree Survey Work and Gill is working through the prices to work out which Contractor gets the various jobs (these jobs will be split between three contractors).

MS also reported a bad smell coming from the stream, by the bridge, at the first turn into Hollytrees.  The Clerk will organise a site visit by a contractor to see what has been put in the stream and, if necessary, have it removed.
C

h) School Governors Report (B Waters)

Nothing to report as there has been no recent meeting.

i) South Cambridgeshire District Council (B Waters)

BW informed the meeting that due to SCDC no longer employing a Dog Warden for South Cambridgeshire any reports of stray dogs should now be reported to the Police. 

j) Cambridgeshire County Council (J Reynolds)

Due to absence form meeting there was nothing to report.

7.0
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION

Coaches – BB reported that once again coaches are using the village for training purposes.

Burnt out car – BH thanked the Parish Council for having the burnt out car removed so quickly from the end of Viking Way.

Date of Next Meeting.


There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.35pm.  The next full Parish Council Meeting will take place on Thursday 19th June 2008 at 7.00 p.m. in the Parish Council Office.

Signed ………………………………………………….. (Chair)   
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