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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Meeting

Held in The Parish Council Office

at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 19 June 2008


ACTION


1.0     Present: 
M Sellars
Chair
(MS)


L Baffa
Clerk
(LB)


B Burrage
Councillor
(BB)


J Dean
Councillor
(JDe)


J Doland
Councillor
(JDo)


M Duce
Councillor
(MD)


B Howard
Councillor
(BH)


S Jenkins 
Vice-Chair
(SJ)


G Spence
Councillor
(GS)


S Spence
Councillor
(SS)


B Waters
Councillor
(BW)


J York
Councillor
(JY)


R Hall
District Councillor

Apologies: 
M Pope
Councillor
(MP)


J Reynolds
County Councillor


K Mahoney
Cambridgeshire Constabulary

2.0
To Approve Minutes of Parish Council Meeting on 15th May 2008:-

The Minutes for the Parish Council Meeting held on 15th May 2008 were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by BB and seconded by GS.  All in favour.

3.0
Matters Arising

Memorial Garden

The Clerk was supposed to have a meeting with Rev. Ruth Adams this week to discuss the matter further but she failed to attend the meeting.  The meeting was just a preliminary get together to discuss ways forward with this project and the possible volunteering of church members to work on the garden.  BH informed the meeting that he has asked for a brief from the Church Committee as he and MD has been put forward as representatives for this project. The Clerk asked BH to keep in mind that some members of Happy Hours would also like to be representatives on the committee.

Rogue Traders

JDol requested that a piece be put in the Bar Hill News with regard to rogue traders.  He felt it would be most useful if residents had the relevant telephone numbers of the organisations to call to find out about reputable traders that they could use.

Scout Hut

It was agreed that the Clerk would write to the Scout Group and ask if they would like to send a representative to our July Parish Council Meeting to inform us of their proposals for the future of the building and also to inform them that in future they need to obtain permission from the Parish Council before they put up banners around the village advertising their fundraising activities.
C

4.0
Clerk/Treasurers Report

a) Correspondence received this month

	B
	Minutes of the CALC Liaison Meeting

JDol expressed his concern about the County Council Integrated Plan and CALC’s attitude that Parish Council’s, in general, were not interested.  He felt that if proper consultation (perhaps with a member of the County Council attending one of our meetings) was given then Parish Council’s would show more interest.  JDol therefore proposed that we send a letter to CALC informing them that we do not understand fully what the “Integrated Plan” consists of but with more information we would show interest.  Also we should ask where and when the Road Shows are going to be held over the summer, as the Parish Council would be most interested in attending one of these and BB seconded the motion.  All in favour.


	C



	D
	Football Project

A request has been received from Alan Hewings with regard to the purchase of the floodlights on the Astro Turf.  The invoicing arrangement was proposed by SJ and seconded by JY.  All in favour.


	C



	E
	Post Office Closures

This document was a general note to inform people of what they can do if they wish to complain about future closures of Post Offices.  MS informed the meeting that a piece has been put in the Bar Hill News informing residents of the complaints procedure.


	

	F
	Reply Letter from Department of Transport on HGV’s

This letter was read out to the meeting and discussed briefly.  The letter stated much of what the Parish Council already knew with regard to truck stops being private enterprises and not a Government issue, although they did seem to feel that pressure is needed with the Planning Authorities (South Cambs District Council etc) to make sure truck stops are put in place when roads are improved in the future.  It was agreed that the Clerk would send several photographs, to the Department of Transport, that have been taken showing the amount of HGV’s that visit this village and park overnight. 


	C

	G
	Letter from Dry Drayton Parish Council – Road Safety

A letter has been received from Dry Drayton Parish Council asking for Bar Hill to support them and Madingley Parish Council in trying to get improvements made to the cycle routes to Cambridge.  BB proposed that we support this cause and this was seconded by SJ.  All in favour.

  
	C

	H
	Request from Residents Association

A request has come from the Residents Association asking for permission to erect a banner on the roundabout fence at the entrance to the village, advertising our Annual Fete in July.  BB proposed that permission is granted and this was seconded by SJ.  All in favour.

 
	C


Accounts

b)
Outstanding Accounts for Approval

The Clerk went through the accounts for June.  The monthly expenditure report was proposed as a true record by GS and seconded by JDol.  All in favour.

The Clerk went through the cheques paid in June. The cheques for approval were proposed by BH and seconded by JDol.  All in favour.

The correspondence and accounts are available to view

in the Parish Council Office, Hanover Close, Off Viking Way, Bar Hill
5.0
Chairs Report

Information Centre 

The Clerk informed the Council that the building has now been demolished and the footings should be in by this weekend ready for the construction of the new building next week.  A few hiccups were reported but these have all now been ironed out.

Homelessness Draft Strategy

MS has now been through the documents and summarised this for the Parish Council.  It was agreed that the Clerk would write back and inform them that the documents have been read and Bar Hill Parish Council approve of their Draft Homelessness Strategy.
C

Policy Documents Review

MS then briefly discussed the Policy for Lone Worker and the timesheets involved.  Several policies were reviewed, changes were made and the policies are available for the public to inspect on request. 
C
6.0 
Reports

a) Cambridgeshire County Council (J Reynolds)

Due to absence form meeting there was nothing to report.

b) Community Safety (K Mahoney)
There have been 28 crimes reported during the last month.

Three of these crimes were theft from motor vehicles at the City Crematorium on the A14.  The vehicles were broken into and the boots were accessed via the back seats and handbags were stolen.  Also two incidents took place in Tesco car park and the High Street in Dry Drayton where number plates were stolen.

In the Choices Store at Bar Hill there have been two customers that had their purses stolen from their handbags whilst shopping.  In the Brambles, a dishwasher and washing machine had been taken from under a cover in the front garden whilst work was being carried out in the kitchen.

A Silver Escort that had been left on the grass verge close to Viking Way had broken down.  Unfortunately before the owner could arrange recovery of the vehicle it was set alight by unknown offenders.  Anti social behaviour remains low within the village.

c) Residents Association (R Hall)

Arrangements are going well for the annual Fete.  The evening entertainment has now been mapped out and the programmes have been done ready for delivery to all homes in the village.  A hog roast will be supplied in the evening as well as the afternoon and there are two main events in the evening, a Forties Dance with live music in the Village Hall and also a disco on the green.  Cream Teas will also be available in the Village Hall during the afternoon.

The Parish Plan was briefly discussed.  RH has had a look at a couple of Parish Plans from other villages and it may be worthwhile to base our plan along the same lines as theirs.  RH is looking for information from various groups such as the Primary School, Church and other organisations and he will be asking these groups to put their articles in to the Parish Council Office once completed.  

d) Village Hall Management Committee (M Pope)

In the absence of MP, BB briefly went through the accounts for the month and it was agreed that these are looking very healthy.

e) Planning Committee (S Jenkins)

17 Otter Close (new dwelling) – JDol has taken several photographs of the area in question to help with backing up our objections to the new development and other Councillors volunteered to do the same.

Skate Park – The Clerk informed the Council that she had a meeting with MW Property Services to look at the work needed at the Skate Park and it was confirmed that between £4k and £6k would be needed to bring the Skate Park up to inspection standards.  There are several repairs that need urgent attention and also one ramp needs to be completely rebuilt. 

As the budget for year is £3k it was agreed that the ramp that needs to be rebuilt would be fenced off to stop it from being used and a sign will be put on the fencing asking the young people if they indeed need this ramp or whether it could be demolished.  It was agreed that the remaining repairs to the other ramps would go ahead.  MS will also put a piece in the Bar Hill News requesting that the young people contact the office and let us know of their thoughts.
C
BH suggested that we bring up the subject at the next Massive Youth Project AGM, which is being held in July, and ask for the opinion of the young people at that meeting.  Therefore BB proposed that this subject be brought up at the AGM to get feedback from the young people.  This was seconded by GS.  All in favour.
C

f) Tesco Liaison (B Burrage)

BB has had a further meeting with Moira and has asked her when the road repairs would be taking place.  Moira thought it should be in the next four weeks but will keep him informed.

g) Environment Committee (M Duce)

There was no meeting held in June, so there was nothing to report.

h) School Governors Report (B Waters)

Although there will be a meeting next Tuesday BW reported that the Primary School has had 97.6% attendance rate from September 2007 to June 2008.  Unfortunately they are losing their Deputy Head, as she is about to have her third child.  However Sanjay Mistry will be coming to the school in September to take the Deputy Heads place.  Also it will be the 40th anniversary of the school in September and no doubt they will be having numerous celebrations.

i) South Cambridgeshire District Council (B Waters)

Not a great deal to report from SCDC. However, the Crime & Disorder Policy will be brought up in due course.

7.0
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION


There were no items for information.

Date of Next Meeting.


There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.00pm.  The next full Parish Council Meeting will take place on Thursday 17th July 2008 at 7.00 p.m. in the Parish Council Office.

Signed ………………………………………………….. (Chair)   
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