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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Meeting

Held in The Parish Council Office

at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 17 July 2008


ACTION


1.0     Present: 
M Sellars
Chair
(MS)


L Baffa
Clerk
(LB)


B Burrage
Councillor
(BB)


J Doland
Councillor
(JDo)


M Duce
Councillor
(MD)


B Howard
Councillor
(BH)


S Jenkins 
Vice-Chair
(SJ)


M Pope
Councillor
(MP)


G Spence
Councillor
(GS)


S Spence
Councillor
(SS)


B Waters
Councillor
(BW)


J York
Councillor
(JY)


R Hall
District Councillor

Apologies: 
J Dean
Councillor
(JDe)


J Reynolds
County Councillor


K Mahoney
Cambridgeshire Constabulary

2.0
To Approve Minutes of Parish Council Meeting on 17th June 2008:-

The Minutes for the Parish Council Meeting held on 17th June 2008 were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by JY and seconded by JDol.  All in favour.

3.0
Matters Arising

Scout Hut

Andrew Benton from Cambourne, who is the new Scout Leader for Bar Hill, attended the meeting, along with his wife who is the Secretary, to answer any questions the Parish Council had with regard to the future of the Scout Group in Bar Hill.

He introduced himself and stated that he took over the Bar Hill group in January but because of the problems that he faced he has only just got round to looking at the future of the group and trying to obtain funding for the refurbishment of the now dilapidated building.

He informed the meeting that although funding is available for most youth groups, the Scout Group does not come into this category and fundraising has to be done by them.  He went on to say that the hope for the Colts and Scouts merging together to refurbish the building has now broken down and it has been left to the Scouts to look at ways of improving the area.

With regard to the concerns of the Parish Council about the state of the building, he replied that structurally the building is safe and sound but a new roof is urgently required.  Painting and decorating also come high on the list of priorities and also broken windows need to be replaced, where the Junior Cricket Club play cricket too close to the building and the windows are continuously being broken by cricket balls.

The issue with the water supply was briefly discussed but the Parish Council felt that this was an issue that needed to be talked through with the Village Hall Management Committee and not the Parish Council.

They are now making a profit for the first time in many years and all profits will go towards the refurbishment of the building.  They are looking to eventually replace the building at a cost of approximately £120k; this would be a portakabin type building that would be specifically built for their needs.

MS assured Andrew that the Parish Council would support them in any way possible and the Scout Movement was very much needed and hopefully this would continue.

MP then mentioned the problem with the roof and that some time ago, on a very windy day; pieces of the roof were coming off and could easily have hit any person walking by.  Andrew replied that the roof was the priority at the moment and they are hoping to have this done by September and the toilets would then be the next priority.

Andrew explained that work has already been done by putting a proper committee in place.  They originally had only one leader per group, one for the Beavers, one for the Cubs and one for the Scouts.  Now there are two leaders in each group with further volunteers helping as and when necessary.  Also an Executive Committee has been set up.  A balanced programme of activities has been set up for the children, which was not in place before.

BH then mentioned that the Greenhouse Project had a sponsored walk for the refurbishment of the building and he wondered where the money is from this walk?  Andrew replied that the Scouts were not involved in the walk so he assumed the Colts kept the money.  BH felt this money should go to the Scouts, as the walk was specifically to raise money for the Scout Hut.

Andrew was informed that he would need to contact then Village Hall Management Committee to bring up the issue with the water supply and also the Cricket Club should be contacted about the cricket balls hitting the windows.  The Clerk would email him with the necessary contact information for him to pursue these matters.
C

Finally Andrew asked if permission could be given for the Scout Group to be in the Scout Hut, as the village green was owned by the Parish Council because when applying for funding and planning permission, he will need to proof of permission.  MS replied that permission was granted some years ago and the Clerk would look back in the files and send him copies of any information she has on file.
C

Mr and Mrs Benton were then thanked for attending the meeting and they left.

Memorial Garden

The Minutes for the Special Meeting held on 17th June 2008 to discuss the Memorial Garden were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by SJ and seconded by BH.  All in favour.

SJ proposed that the Parish Council contribute no more than £3k towards this project and this amount will also be met by the Church with further fundraising to purchase items such as shrubs etc.  This was seconded by BB.  All in favour. 

4.0
Clerk/Treasurers Report

a) Correspondence received this month

	C
	A14 improvements

An email has been received from John Clarke of Costain Skansa requesting a further meeting to discuss the plans for the A14 road improvements as they now have more information and plans for the Council to look at.  It was agreed that they be invited to our September meeting.  It was also requested that the Clerk ask for the plans in advance so the Council can familiarise themselves with the plans before the meeting,


	C


Accounts

b)
Outstanding Accounts for Approval

The Clerk went through the accounts for July.  The monthly expenditure report was proposed as a true record by BB and seconded by MD.  All in favour.

The Clerk went through the cheques to be paid in July. The cheques for approval were proposed by JY and seconded by BH.  All in favour.

The non-payment of ground rent by SPARC was briefly discussed.  It was agreed that a further letter should be sent to SPARC informing then that if the full amount is not paid by September, then we will withdraw our permission for them to use the building (which is on our land).  If they are facing difficulties then they must communicate with the Parish Council and not let all our correspondence go unanswered.  A copy of this letter will also be sent to our Solicitors and also to Little Acorns for their information. 
C
The correspondence and accounts are available to view

in the Parish Council Office, Hanover Close, Off Viking Way, Bar Hill
5.0
Chairs Report

Information Centre 

The Clerk informed the Council that the first interim payment for the rebuild has now been received.  It has been agreed that 5% from each bill will be held back and after six months from completion, 50% of this amount will be paid by the Parish Council with the remaining amount being paid 12 months after completion.  This is normal practise to make sure all snagging problems are dealt with.

Also a letter from our Solicitor was read out with regard to the lease for Sharmann Quinney and the points raised were discussed and the decision was made for the Clerk to write back with the decisions and these were proposed by BW and seconded by MD.  All in favour.
C
Also a very large bill has been received from E-On Energy for the electricity (apparently) used at the Information Centre site.  Due to the fact that the site has been derelict for 7 years the Clerk has written back and informed E-On that they have made a mistake and to look in to the problem as a matter of urgency.

Policy Documents Review

The Policy Documents were read through apart from a couple of small changes they have been adopted for a further year. 
C

6.0 
Reports

a) South Cambridgeshire District Council (B Waters)

The SCDC quarterly newsletter has just won a Commercial and Business award.  Hanley Grange has now been dropped for the development of 14,000 homes.

Also SCDC had good news with regard to funding for the Planning Committee with their annual precept being increased from £486k to over £1.5 million.  Also over the period between Christmas and the New Year this year, staff has been urged to work, thus giving the public a complete service over the holiday period.

The planning application for the new development at 17 Otter Close has been recommended for approval by SCDC, even though Roger Hall gave a very good argument for not recommending the development.  It was noted however, that to build this new property the construction company would need to seek permission from the Parish Council to access the site over Council’s land.  It was a general request and the Parish Council would always give this permission on the proviso that they reinstate any grass or hedging that has been damaged.  

b) Cambridgeshire County Council (J Reynolds)

Due to his absence there was nothing to report.  However the Clerk had met with JR earlier this week and asked him to chase up David Lines with regard to the road-narrowing scheme.

c) Community Safety (K Mahoney)
I am pleased to say that the crimes reported in Bar Hill have fallen by half this month (16th of June to 17th of July) with 15 being reported compared to the 30 that were reported between 16th of May and 17th of June.  There have been 3 drive offs at Tesco petrol station and a car was badly damaged in the car park.

Unknown offenders smashed the facia of a roof on a property in Gladeside, and bikes have been damaged inside the primary school, which were taken from the bike sheds.  The index plates were stolen from a vehicle in Pheasant Rise.  The little chef on the A14 (Lolworth) was broken into where the safe was taken and a garage in Appletrees was broken in to.

All in all things remain quiet at this time in Bar Hill apart from the little outburst of anti social behaviour over the weekend involving youths running and climbing on roof tops on the industrial estate. 2 youths were caught, taken home to their parents to be dealt with accordingly.


d) Residents Association (R Hall)

This year’s fete was the best ever.  It was agreed that the Parish Council would write a letter of congratulations to the Fete Committee.  However it was mentioned that there was a distinct lack of bins on the village green and there was a great deal of rubbish as there was nowhere for people to put their litter.

RH confirmed that next year’s fete will be held on the Saturday 6th July and the theme will have an international feel with food, dance and singing from different countries and cultures.

e) Village Hall Management Committee (M Pope)

There was nothing to report, as their meeting will be next Monday.

f) Planning Committee (S Jenkins)

It was agreed that a note will be sent to the Farmhouse asking if the young people that attend the Youth Centre use the Skate Park on a regular basis and if so, what would they like to see happen there in the future.
C

g) Tesco Liaison (B Burrage)

BB had a meeting with Moira (and she also came to the office during the week to make contact with the Clerk).  The quotations for the road repairs are still out to tender and they have not had a quotation back yet.  Unfortunately they lost the contract with the company that look after the grounds so any hedging and grass cutting will not be done until they can find a new contractor.

JDol asked that when BB meets with Moira next could he please inform her that the litter picking around the car park and along Gladeside and Robin Close has stopped and also the bus shelter at the Tesco site has still not been repaired.

h) Environment Committee (M Duce)

There was no meeting held in July, so there was nothing to report.

i) School Governors Report (B Waters)

There was nothing to report on this subject.

7.0
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION

Health Centre

MD reported that last week an elderly lady had a heart attack whilst in the Octagon site.  Someone went along to the Health Centre for help and they informed him that there was nobody in the Health Centre that could help.  They didn’t even offer to call 999 for an ambulance.  Luckily the lady is now making a recovery.

Domino Land Purchase

JDol asked if we have made any further progress with the Domino land purchase but the Clerk replied that we have heard nothing as yet.

Removal of Dog Bin

SS has had several residents ask why the dog bin had been removed close to the bungalows on the village green.  The Clerk replied that she had many complaints from the elderly residents as they were having the contents of the dog bin put through their letterboxes.  It was decided to move the dog bin further up the spine path away from the houses.

Date of Next Meeting.


There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.40pm.  The next full Parish Council Meeting will take place on Thursday 18th September 2008 at 7.00 p.m. in the Parish Council Office.  Please note there will be no August meetings due to the Parish Council having summer recess.

Signed ………………………………………………….. (Chair)   
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