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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Special Meeting held

To Discuss HGV Problems in Bar Hill

at 10.00 a.m. on Thursday 31 July 2008


ACTION


1.0     Present: 
M Sellars
Chair
(MS)


J Doland
Councillor
(JD)


L Baffa
Clerk
(LB)


J Reynolds
County Council


R Preston
County Council

2.0 Reason for meeting

JR opened the meeting by explaining to Mr Preston the problems we face with HGV’s parking in the village of Bar Hill.  Many avenues have been looked at but nothing had really had much effect.  The Neighbourhood Policing Panel did action some of the problems we had over the short-term by increasing the police presence in the village and ticketing many vehicles that were causing obstructions and breaking the law but this now seems to have gone quiet.


Also the litter problem is being dealt with by SCDC and they continue to make site visits at regular intervals to make sure the area is clear of any extra debris left by lorry drivers.

3.0
Possible solutions


RP felt that we need to reduce the impact of HGV’s in the village and thinks there are a couple of solutions that could be implemented.  MS then explained what has been tried in the past but nothing has really made an impact and it is a high priority for the Parish Council to find a solution to this problem.


RP told the meeting that the Freight Transport Partnership will be meeting in September to look at the long-term issues related to the A14 and HGV problems will be on the agenda for discussion.  Short-term expansion of overnight facilities for HGV’s in the southern region will be looked at as well as re-opening the Alconbury Overnight Truck stop.


Unfortunately as far as funding is concerned there is no money allocated at present to look at HGV issues but the County Council will be looking to free up some resources to address this problem.  They will be looking at no overnight parking in the residential area, possibly a complete ban.  He felt that a “zonal restriction” in the village would only take the problem to other villages and then they would have the same problems as us and it would end up being pushed around from village to village and this is not a solution.


With regard to policing, as many of the vehicles are foreign, the police do not have the resources to pass fines on to foreign drivers as they do with British drivers so overall they are just moved on rather than being prosecuted.


RP suggested that a “Zonal Sign” could be placed at the entrance and exit to the villager informing HGV drivers there is no overnight parking.  JDol informed RFP that the sign for no overnight parking that was placed in Gladeside has worked quite well, and many of the drivers do respect the signage, although there are still many lorries using the area during the day.


RP stated that the County Council have to go through the statutory processes and even if the committee is sympathetic it may well not go with new signage because of the problem being pushed in to other villages.


MS felt that if we had a better police presence she was sure they would see the obstructions more often and then ticket the offending lorry drivers.

4.0
Conclusion


RP felt that, as Trafalgar Way was not a residential area nothing could really be done in this area.  He would rather see HGV’s in the industrial area if it keeps them out of the residential area.  He felt that Gladeside in particular seemed to be a problem area and thought that double yellow lines would be a good idea although this would also restrict the parking of cars as well as HGV’s.


With regard to financing this project, unfortunately the budget they used to have for this sort of thing no longer exists but if the committee members were sympathetic then money could possibly be freed up from other budget areas.  He will be happy to put the “zonal restrictions” to the committee members to see what they say, but they may feel there is an element of risk attached to this solution in pushing the problem to other villages and may well not work in the long-term.


RP felt that a workshop type meeting should take place whereby members of the Parish Council and County Council walk along the areas in question so we can get an idea of the problem and to see whether yellow lines would be the best option.  It was therefore agreed that a further meeting would take place in September to look at having double yellow lines put down in Gladeside.  The Clerk would also involve the school in this meeting and inform them of what has taken place.
C


It was therefore agreed that a further meeting should take place on Tuesday 9th September at 10am.  All persons involved shall meet initially at the Parish Council office and then walk to Gladeside from there.  Councillors to be invited shall be MS/SJ/MD/JDol and the Clerk.
C


MS recommended that this subject be a main agenda item for our next Parish Council meeting that will take place on Thursday 18th September as the possibility of putting aside the idea for pinch points will need to be discussed by full Council.  MS thought that the priority must be the residential area.


C


JDol also feels that legal advice should be take before the next Parish Council meeting to see what our rights are as the owners of the Viking Way and the possibility of the putting restrictions on this road in the future.
C


To summarise RP said that the two options open to us were double yellow lines (first stage) and then the zonal signs as a second stage.

There being no further business to discuss the meeting closed at 11.15am.
Signed ………………………………………………….. (Clerk)   
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