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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Planning Committee Meeting

Held in The Parish Council Office at 1.30pm

On Thursday 11th September 2008



            ACTION

1.  Present:
S Jenkins
Chair
(SJ)


L Baffa
Clerk
(C)


B Burrage
Councillor 
(BB)

J Doland
Councillor
(JD)


M Sellars
Councillor
(MS)


G Spence
Councillor
(GS)


S Spence
Councillor
(SS)
Apologies:
M Pope
Councillor
(MP)


J York
Councillor
(JY)
2.
To Approve the Minutes of the Previous Meeting

The Minutes from the last Planning Meeting dated 24th July 2008 were read and approved.  Proposed by MS and seconded by JDol.  All in favour.

3.
Matters arising from previous minutes

Farmhouse Youth Group

The revised Heads of Terms have now been received.  These have been checked by the Clerk and are now correct.  These will be signed at the Parish Council Meeting next week by the Chair and Clerk and will then be sent back to our Solicitor and the relevant groups.
C
Village Hall – Kerb dropping for disabled access

An email has now been received from Matt Pickering of the County Council who site visited the area with Iain Marin a few weeks ago.  There are 2 options, the first being out of their budget but the second option to drop the kerb along the edge of the car park and paint white lines to the Village Hall entrance seems to be feasible.  Iain Martin is away on holiday at present and it was thought that he had not yet seen this email.  It was agreed that the Clerk would send the email to Iain and get his opinion on his return.
C
Skate Park

We have now had an estimate for the works needed at the Skate Park and this is in excess of £9k.  It was agreed that before the next Parish Council Meeting the Clerk would obtain prices for a new ramp (to replace the old ramp in need of major repairs).  This may be a better way forward that to keep repairing old equipment.  JDol wished to have his views recorded that he felt this money would be best spent on areas in the village such as footpath repairs that would benefit all residents and not just a few.
C
4.
Planning Applications:-

Tesco Stores Ltd – Change of Use from car parking to car valeting service

Plans have been received for the change of use from car parking to car valeting service. This has been in operation for over a year now and SCDC originally gave permission for one year and in that time the service would be monitored.

JDol felt that we should, as before, object to this service as it is taking away valuable car parking spaces and when the car park is full customers overspill in to the residential area.

BB felt that we should agree the application but with the condition for a further year to monitor the situation.  A vote was then taken on whether the Parish Council should approve the plans.  For = 2.  Against = 4.  Therefore the Parish Council would to object to the application was carried.

5.
Planning Decisions:-

17 Otter Close – New dwelling (SCDC granted permission)

59 Foxhollow – Bicycle Shed (SCDC granted permission)

The Fox Public House – signage (SCDC granted permission)

17 The Spinney – fencing (SCDC granted permission)

6.
Any Other Business

Parking Problems – Pheasant Rise

An email has been received from a resident about parking problems in Pheasant Rise.  They have asked if a sign could be erected to say no parking.  The Clerk had already responded indicating that all streets in the village have this same problem and that the Parish Council may not wish to set a precedent in Pheasant Rise.  However, it was agreed that Councillors would site visit the area concerned and get back to the Clerk with their views.

Review of East of England Plan – draft consultation


Although this draft was for information only, JDol felt that the opinions of Bar Hill and surrounding villages should be incorporated in to the plan.  He felt that the Parish Councils should be consulted separately on issues that concern them and these opinions should be published. 

Parking of HGV’s

This subject was briefly discussed due to a meeting that was held on Tuesday 9th September with the County Council to find a way of reducing the amount of HGV’s parking in the village.  MS will discuss this matter at length at the next Parish Council meeting when the Councillors have had a chance to read the minutes from that meeting.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 2.55pm.  The Next Planning Committee Meeting will take place on Thursday 25th September 2008 at 1.30pm in the Parish Council Office.
Proposed:          Seconded:
…………………..…………………………….  


Sue Jenkins, Chair - Planning Committee

Author: Leigh Baffa, Parish Clerk
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