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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Meeting

Held in The Parish Council Office

at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 18 September 2008


ACTION


1.0     Present: 
M Sellars
Chair
(MS)


L Baffa
Clerk
(LB)


B Burrage
Councillor
(BB)


J Dean
Councillor
(JDe)


J Doland
Councillor
(JDo)


M Duce
Councillor
(MD)


B Howard
Councillor
(BH)


S Jenkins 
Vice-Chair
(SJ)


M Pope
Councillor
(MP)


G Spence
Councillor
(GS)


S Spence
Councillor
(SS)


B Waters
Councillor
(BW)


J York
Councillor
(JY)


R Hall
District Councillor


J Reynolds
County Councillor

Apologies: 
None

Visitors to meeting

John Clarke of Costain and Geoff Chatfield of the Highways Agency attended this evening’s meeting to update the Parish Council on the A14 improvement scheme.  

Geoff started by informing the meeting that there has been a lot of work going on liaising with Council’s and whoever else is interested in the A14 improvements.  They have put together a Public Information Exhibition that will take place in early December showing the draft proposals for the scheme and this will be open to the public.  The venue is at the Holiday Inn at Impington, Cambridge and the dates will be 7th December (12pm-6pm), 8th December (11am-8pm) and 9th December (11am to 8pm).

The proposed schedule for this scheme is that spring of 2009 will lead in to the formal draft orders.  There will undoubtedly be a public inquiry and this should start at the end of 2009 and could take a considerable amount of time.  Once the consultation period from the public inquiry has ended the works should start late 2010.

John then went on to say the design is still very much a work in progress but if amendments are made because of various organisations giving their input then this could reduce the public inquiry period so it is very important that their information is up to date.

BW then asked if plans had been made for overnight parking of HGV’s and Geoff Chatfield replied that this is not the remit of the Highways Agency but for private companies to come forward with their plans for such facilities.

Northstowe was then briefly discussed, as it seemed that the main access in to Northstowe would be over the Bar Hill flyover.  However it was confirmed that a further access from the Dry Drayton flyover would also be available, this would be the first turn off from Cambridge whereas the Bar Hill turn-off would mainly be used by vehicles coming from Huntingdon.  MP felt that in terms of continuous traffic flow the Dry Drayton turn-off would be the better solution, as the village is located some way from the A14.  J Clarke said that he would look at the statistics of the traffic flow at both access points

It was confirmed that when the improvements have been completed, the existing bridge would become a footway/cycleway/bridleway and will link up with the existing bridleway that is situated around the perimeter road of Bar Hill and a new bridge will be built for vehicular traffic.

Also it was confirmed that the entrance to the Crematorium would be easier with the new road layout and a new entrance will be situation to the rear of the crematorium, although the Councillors did question whether the bus would still be able to stop at this location.  John Clarke would make sure that the plans would incorporate easy access for the buses.

The lighting of the roads was also discussed and although, as is normal for large roads there will be no lighting, there will be strategic lighting placed at the junctions and at areas where it was felt necessary.

The issue of water flow was briefly discussed and it was confirmed that this matter would be taken into account, as a lot of consultation has already taken place.

2.0
To Approve Minutes of Parish Council Meeting on 17th July 2008:-

The Minutes for the Parish Council Meeting held on 17th July 2008 were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by GS and seconded by BW.  All in favour.

2.1
Matters Arising

SPARC

This was discussed at length.  The Clerk has been in constant contact with the members of the SPARC building and is confident that a satisfactory conclusion is now close.  MS proposed that a further letter be sent in the interim to get things moving along.  BB seconded this and asked for the letter to include that the rent be paid by the next meeting of 16th October 2008.

BH felt that we must think of how the residents in the village would see this action because it is a group for the young children of the village he felt that we should act cautiously.

A vote then took place for a letter to be sent with the deadline included.  For = 10.  Against = 2.  Therefore the motion carried.

C

3.0
To approve Minutes of Special Meetings

The Minutes for the Special Meeting held on 31st July 2008 to discuss HGV’s were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by MS and seconded by JDol.  All in favour.

The Minutes for the Special Meeting held on 9th September 2008 to discuss HGV’s were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by MD and seconded by JDol.  All in favour.

3.1 Matters arising


MS briefly went through what was discussed at these two meetings.  Gated features were the main issue at the first meeting, to slow down vehicles and make them aware that they are entering a residential area.  The second meeting was mainly to discuss the problem at Gladeside with the possibility of putting down double yellow lines.  These would still enable people to stop briefly to take books to the Library and also for parents to drop of their children at the school.


Also the school hammerhead was discussed as this a big issue for the safety of the children walking to school.  It was generally felt that the main school gates could be shut off during the times when children are arriving land leaving the school and to make available the gates that are away from the main road, to ensure the children are safe to walk.


It was agreed that David Lines of the County Council would put together a proposal for both the double yellow lines and the gated features.  Also signage would need to be erected at the Gladeside lay-by indicating that the lay-by is for car use only and not for HGV’s.  This sign will need to go close to the hedging of the Tesco car park and permission will need to be sought from Tesco.

Therefore JDol proposed, in principle, for double yellow lines along strategic areas in Gladeside and the design to be done for the gated features and this was seconded by BB.  All in favour.

Whilst discussing the roads the Clerk informed the meeting that a quotation has been received for the potholes to be filled in and the broken manhole cover to be replaced.  The price of £1,700 was looked at and SJ proposed that this work be completed as soon as possible.  This was seconded by JDol.  All in favour.
C
4.0
Clerk/Treasurers Report

a) Correspondence received this month

	C
	Minutes of meeting at SCDC with regard to Northstowe

On reading through the minutes from this meeting that was held by SCDC it was noted that the subject of HGV’s and the future problems envisaged had not been mentioned.  It was felt that a letter should go to SCDC with our concerns.


	C



	E
	KIDS 2 PLAY

A further letter has been received from Kids 2 Play, which is a group for children with special needs.  They have now established their group and have asked for help with funding their group.  Jdean felt that we could help them through our youth activity budget.  However, MP suggested that we write back to them and ask if there is any specific equipment they need for their group and once this has been established then we could offer to fund for specific items.


	C

	F
	Minor Highways Improvements 2009/2010

A letter has been received from County Council asking us to put in a bid for minor highways improvements for the year ending 2010. The deadline is the end of October and in the meantime it was agreed that the Councillors would look at their designated areas to see if any money could be spent on improvements.


	

	H
	Planning Application

A Planning Application has been received from SCDC asking for Parish Council trees to be taken down to the rear of Thruffle Way by a resident.  The document was discussed and it was agreed that no work was needed at present.


	C


Accounts

b)
Outstanding Accounts for Approval

The Clerk went through the accounts for August.  The monthly expenditure report was proposed as a true record by GS and seconded by MD.  All in favour. The Clerk went through the cheques to be paid in August. The cheques for approval were proposed by BH and seconded by MP.  All in favour.

The Clerk went through the accounts for September.  The monthly expenditure report was proposed as a true record by JDol and seconded by GS.  All in favour.  The Clerk went through the cheques to be paid in September. The cheques for approval were proposed by JDol and seconded by JY.  All in favour.

The correspondence and accounts are available to view

in the Parish Council Office, Hanover Close, Off Viking Way, Bar Hill
At this stage, due to prior commitments, BW and JDean left the meeting.

5.0
Chairs Report

Information Centre 

The build is ticking along nicely and is still within their time schedule.

6.0 
Reports

a) School Governors Report (B Waters)

The school is presently celebrating 40 years.  They are asking for volunteers to help the children with their reading and MS has expressed an interest in helping.

b) South Cambridgeshire District Council (R Hall)

The following items were briefly discussed

Housing Transfer 

Aims, Approaches and Actions

Hanley Grange 

Rogue Traders 
Planning consent for rear extensions 

c) Cambridgeshire County Council (J Reynolds)

The question was posed to JR about bus passes and the shortfall that the bus companies were experiencing.  JR replied that each journey has to be classed as a separate journey and cannot be treated like a mega rider ticket due to the way the bus companies are recharged for the bus usage.  This is Government legislation and nothing to do with the County Council.

BB asked about the Central Library and JR confirmed that the opening date has now been put back to February 2009 due to the technology that has to be included in to the new building.

MP brought up the subject of road surfacing that needs to be done in Hillcrest.  It was agreed that the Clerk would write to Matt Pickering of the County Council and copy the letter to JR.
C

JDol asked about the real time bus information that was supposed to come into force some time ago and questioned why Drummer Street was still without this information.  JR replied that for this system to work all the buses must be installed with the technology and this has still not happened.  Once this has been implemented then the systems should be up and running but he could give no time scale on this.

d) Community Safety (K Mahoney)
This is the update for the past month from 15.08.08 to 15.09.08 for the areas of Bar Hill, Dry Drayton, Boxworth and Lolworth.

There have been 37 reported crimes, 36 were reported the previous month.  There were 12 reports of theft from vehicles, which occurred in Appletrees, Stonefield, Watermead, Hollytrees, Foxhollow, Trafalgar Way, the City Crematorium and Dry Drayton.

We are aware of the increase in vehicle crime and have been increasing our patrols in these areas as well as others.  We have also been using unmarked police vehicles for this activity.  Also there were 3 reports of criminal damage to vehicles in Stonefield, Foxhollow and Otter Close.  There were a further 2 reports of burglary in Partridge Drive and Field View.  Lastly there were 10 incidents of rowdy/nuisance behaviour in the village.

I have yet again increased the patrols around Trafalgar Way concerning the issues with HGV’s.  My colleague and I have issued a fixed penalty notice to an HGV and reported it for not having any tax.  A number of vehicles have also been moved on and words of advice given.

e) Residents Association (R Hall)

RH informed the meeting that the next big village event would be the Fireworks display due to be held on 5th November.  Also the theme for the fete next year was going to be International/Multicultural and all offers of help would be greatly appreciated.  The date for the fete will be Saturday 4th July and due to the size of the fete committee, they have now been given their own bank account.

f) Village Hall Management Committee (M Pope)

Although there has been no meeting as they are about to have their AGM, MP reported that I income has been down in July although this should even things out as there were not many outgoings during the month of August.

A letter is going to be sent to the County Council asking if they wish to continue with their bookings as they have been the main source of income for daytime lettings but their events have started to diminish.

There is now a new telephone number which is, 01954 782414 and the email address is barhill.villagehall@btconnect.com.  The phone is always on answer phone but they have guaranteed that the calls will be answered within 24 hours.

The AGM is set for Monday 29th September at 7.30pm in the Village Hall and everyone is welcome to attend.

g) Planning Committee (S Jenkins)

Quotations for replacing one of the skate ramps were read out and these were discussed at length.  It was agreed that the skate ramp is unsafe and should not be used.  MS told the meeting that the young people have been informed, through the Bar Hill News and posters, that we are looking at ways of replacing this ramp but in the meantime fencing needs to be put around the ramp to deter usage.

MS felt that a decision needs to be made on whether we spend money on this ramp and BB felt that if we go ahead and spent over £9k on one ramp then the residents would not look favourably on us spending this sort of money.  JDol also felt the same way and added that we could not justify spending this sort of money on the very few young people that used the park, after all there were still 7 other ramps for them to use.

Due to safety issues MS proposed that the ramp be removed as soon as possible and made safe and this was seconded by BB.  All in favour.  The issue of whether or not to replace the ramp will be discussed at the Budget Meeting in November when a decision will be made.
C

h) Tesco Liaison (B Burrage)

BB had a meeting with Moira at the beginning of the week and told her that the Parish Council were disheartened to see that the items that they promised to do had still not been done.  The cable to stop trolleys leaving the site was still not fixed.  The signage had still not been done properly (although a sign had been erected it was too small for HGV’s to see and they had agreed to install a larger sign).  Also the area outside the dot.com business was in need of being strimmed and cleared of rubbish.  JDol also mentioned that the bus shelter at Tesco had still not been repaired.

i) Environment Committee (M Duce)

A meeting was held this month and the items in the minutes were briefly discussed.

7.0
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION

Grass Cutting and Strimming

It was agreed that the Clerk would ask for the grass cutter to strim around the street signs as in many areas these are now looking very shabby.

C

Allotments

Due to the current financial climate and residents wishing to grow their own produce, MD had noted that there is now a waiting list for allotments and it was agreed that he would contact the Allotment Society to see if there were any plots not in use and whether these could be given up to residents who wish to have a plot.

Football Project

BH wished it to be noted that the Football Project would be having their AGM on Monday 22nd September.

Date of Next Meeting.


There being no further business the meeting closed at 10.10pm.  The next full Parish Council Meeting will take place on Thursday 16th October 2008 at 7.00 p.m. in the Parish Council Office.

Signed ………………………………………………….. (Chair)   
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