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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Planning Committee Meeting

Held in The Parish Council Office at 1.30pm

On Thursday 9th October 2008



            ACTION

1.  Present:
S Jenkins
Chair
(SJ)


L Baffa
Clerk
(C)


B Burrage
Councillor 
(BB)

J Doland
Councillor
(JD)


M Sellars
Councillor
(MS)


G Spence
Councillor
(GS)


S Spence
Councillor
(SS)
Apologies:
M Pope
Councillor
(MP)


J York
Councillor
(JY)
2.
To Approve the Minutes of the Previous Meeting

The Minutes from the last Planning Meeting dated 11th September 2008 were read and approved.  Proposed by MS and seconded by BB.  All in favour.

3.
Matters arising from previous minutes

Skate Park

Mike Watson attended the meeting to discuss ways forward with regard to the Skate Park and he put forward some of his own ideas, after speaking with the young people that use the facility.  MS had herself visited the Skate Park recently (a report has been sent to the Parish Council) and was very impressed by the way the young people were taking such a keen interest in what happens over there.

Mike had also revised his original quotation for the repairs and felt there were ways of making the work cheaper by using different materials.  He has spoken with Full Circle Leisure about the materials (they are the current suppliers) and they have given him advice on how to go about this.  He mentioned concrete ramps to them but they were against these, as they would still need to be replaced within 5-6 years at a greater cost than wooden surfaces.

At present the Skatelite costs £126 per sheet plus VAT, plus delivery, and he would like to propose that it be built with BB ply.  He will try to get the costs of materials lower so the cost would be less for the repair of the damaged ramp.

JDol said that many years ago he worked for a company that manufactured varnish for boats and asked if this could be used.  The reply was no as it would make the surface far too slippery for the use it is intended for.  BB then asked that if the revised quotation was accepted by the Council, how long would this ramp last?  Mike Watson replied that it should last another 6-7 years without needing major repairs.

MS then added that we have a standing order issue here because the motion had already been passed at the last meeting, however the Planning Committee could recommend that this be reconsidered at the full Parish Council meeting next week.

The Planning Committee thanked Mike Watson for attending the meeting and he left.

JDol proposed that in view of the fact the many of the users are not from Bar Hill (probably about 50/50) we should write to SCDC and ask if there is any funding available for the Parish Council to keep the ramps in good repair.  This was seconded by MS.  All in favour.  The letter should also be copied to Bunty Waters and Roger Hall as District Councillors.
C

BB has also requested a list of the amount of money spent on the Skate Park since it was built.  These figures will be discussed at the Parish Council Meeting.`
C

MS asked if the Planning Committee wished to ask the full Council to rethink what had already been proposed.  BB had still not changed his mind about any more money being spent on the Skate Park; however, JDol felt that before any decision was made, we should pursue other ways of funding.

Therefore SJ proposed that this subject be looked at again with the possibility of changing the last motion.  This was seconded by MS.  For = 5.  Against = 1(BB.  Motion carried.
C
Farmhouse Youth Group

An email has been received from Julie Bristow of the Farmhouse who has informed us that the Farmhouse will be opening on Friday afternoons from 3.30pm to 5.30pm as a drop in centre for the young people of the village.

SPARC Building

The Clerk informed the meeting of the conversations she has had with Patsie Ostler, Irena Spence (their solicitor) and Ginn & Co (our solicitor) and the general outcome was that our solicitor had been holding up the signing of lease for over 2 months and he was extremely apologetic for this.  The Clerk has been assured the lease will be sent out for signature by the end of this week so there will then be no excuse for non-payment of ground rent after this time but he did feel that we should “hold-fire” about locking up the premises for a further week or two.

4.
Planning Applications:-

There no plans to be discussed for this meeting

5.
Planning Decisions:-

There were no planning decisions made for this meeting

6.
Any Other Business

Zurich Insurance Company

A letter has been received from our Insurance Company informing us that as of January 2009 they will be know as Zurich Insurance Ireland Limited.  This will have no implications to us whatsoever as far as our insurance is concerned and we shall carry on business with them in the normal way.  This information was noted and filed.

Department for Local Government –The making and enforcement of byelaws

A document has been received with regard to a consultation on possible future bylaws.  It was agreed that MS would take this document home to read and will summarise the contents for the next meeting.

Lumisphere Lighting Systems – Brochure on lighting

The Clerk informed the meeting the reason why she felt this might have particular interest to us due to the fact that we are always having residents asking about the lack of lighting along the footpath that runs by the Farmhouse.  In light of the recent meeting held with the County Council and their reference to the “Safer Schools Initiative” it was agreed that the Clerk would write once again to the County Council about having street lights put in this area as the pupils from the school may well be using this route to school in the near future to keep them away from the main road by the Library.
C

Local Access Forum – Views on footpaths and the A14 improvements

Due to the implications for Bar Hill residents, it was agreed that this letter be taken to the main Parish Council meeting next week, for further discussion.
C
Resident informing us of problems in Foxhollow (for information only)

A letter was read out with regard to some resident problems occurring in Foxhollow.  As this seemed to be in the hands of the residents and the Association that owns the property, the contents were noted and filed.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 3.00pm.  The Next Planning Committee Meeting will take place on Thursday 23rd October 2008 at 1.30pm in the Parish Council Office.
Proposed:          Seconded:
…………………..…………………………….  


Sue Jenkins, Chair - Planning Committee

Author: Leigh Baffa, Parish Clerk
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