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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Meeting

Held in The Parish Council Office

at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 16 October 2008


ACTION


1.0     Present: 
M Sellars
Chair
(MS)


L Baffa
Clerk
(LB)


B Burrage
Councillor
(BB)


J Dean
Councillor
(JDe)


J Doland
Councillor
(JDo)


M Duce
Councillor
(MD)


B Howard
Councillor
(BH)


S Jenkins 
Vice-Chair
(SJ)


G Spence
Councillor
(GS)


S Spence
Councillor
(SS)


B Waters
Councillor
(BW)


J York
Councillor
(JY)

Apologies: 
M Pope
Councillor
(MP)


R Hall
District Councillor


J Reynolds
County Councillor

2.0
To Approve Minutes of Parish Council Meeting on 18th September 2008:-

The Minutes for the Parish Council Meeting held on 18th September 2008 were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by GS and seconded by SJ.  All in favour.

3.0
Matters Arising

SPARC

The Chair, Vice-Chair and Clerk have now signed the lease for the SPARC building and also a cheque to the value of £120 (one year’s ground rent) has been received on account.  

Viking Way

The Councillors commented on how well Viking Way road has been repaired and the Clerk will pass on the message to the contractor.
C

Skate Park

MS explained that Mike Watson attended our Planning Committee meeting last Thursday to try and find a way to repair the damaged ramps to everyone’s satisfaction.  He talked about different materials that could be used instead of the Skatelite, which is very expensive, and he was able to bring the original estimate down (this includes not only the replacement of the damaged ramp but also minor repairs on all the other ramps).

JDean asked whether it would be viable for the young people, who have been in touch with us and offered to repair the ramps, to do the work as their way of contributing to the parks upkeep, but MS explained that this would have health and safety issues as well as our Insurance Company possibly not covering any claims in the future.

It was confirmed that many young people come from other villages to use our park and the Clerk has already written to SCDC to ask if funding is available but MS has now spoken with Roger Hall who told her that if we were building a new park funding would be available but as it is for repairs, they would not look favourably upon funding this “ongoing” project.

JDol felt this was unfair as the Skate Park contributes greatly to the lack of anti-social behaviour in the village and was so clearly endorsed by the Police at its conception.

JDean wished it to be minuted that she felt the labour costs were somewhat excessive although the Clerk mentioned that this was the lowest of three estimates obtained.  JDean then went on to ask if we could contact the various Parish Council’s, where we know the young people come from, and ask them for a donation towards its ongoing costs?

MS said that we have our Budget Meeting in November to discuss our requirements for the forthcoming financial year and this will be put on the agenda for discussion to see if we wish to increase the annual budget for the Skate Park.  We should also take in to consideration that from next year, we should be receiving rental income from the Information Centre Site, and we did agree that this extra money should help towards other activities in the village.  Therefore, before the Budget Meeting MS would like the Council to think about where they would like to rental income to go.

JDol was concerned that we were leaving this subject before a decision was made so MS asked the Council if we wished to ask Mike Watson to carry out work on the badly damaged ramp in the meantime (leaving the other minor repairs for the time being).  The Clerk shall liaise with him to see if a lower price could be agreed before this work is done.

BW therefore proposed that we contact Mike Watson Property Services and ask that the worst ramp be repaired within the budget and this was seconded by SJ.  For = 7.  Against = 2.  Abstained = 1.  Therefore the motion was carried.
C

4.0
Clerk/Treasurers Report

a) Correspondence received this month

	A
	Application to become Parish Councillor

We have had an application from a resident to become a Parish Councillor.  His letter was read out at the meeting but as certain procedures have to be followed, the Clerk will put an advert in the Bar Hill News for the vacancy and also to inform SCDC that we are currently looking for a Councillor.  The Clerk will write back to the resident and thank him for his interest and as soon as the advert has run for 28 days we will contact him again.


	C



	D
	Royal British Legion

A letter has been received from the Royal British Legion requesting a donation for this year’s Poppy Appeal.  SJ proposed that we donate the same amount as last year (£175) and this was seconded by JY.  All in favour (MD abstained due to declaration of interest).


	C

	F
	Renewable Energy

Mr Pat Ryan has asked whether the Parish Council would be interested in gathering information on renewable energy.  He has a contact at SCDC (Richard Hales) who is keen to get Councils on board.  This was briefly discussed and was agreed that Richard Hales and Pat Ryan would be invited to either our November or December meeting to discuss this matter further.


	C

	G
	Village Hall

A letter has been received from the Health Centre requesting that the permission of using the Village Hall as a venue for of emergency use such as flooding or fire could be extended as this permission was given in 2002 (a letter has also been sent to the Management Committee for their approval).  The Parish Council recommended that the Village Hall Management Committee agree to the permission at their next meeting.  


	


Accounts

b)
Outstanding Accounts for Approval

The Clerk went through the accounts for October.  The monthly expenditure report was proposed as a true record by BH and seconded by GS.  All in favour.  The Clerk went through the cheques to be paid in October. The cheques for approval were proposed by JY and seconded by MD.  All in favour.

The correspondence and accounts are available to view

in the Parish Council Office, Hanover Close, Off Viking Way, Bar Hill
5.0
Chairs Report

Information Centre 

MS informed the meeting that the Deed of Grant for the access over the land belonging to Menzies Hotel has now been signed so we now have legal access. 

6.0 
Reports

a) Environment Committee (M Duce)

There was no Environment Committee meeting this month but MD asked if the Council were happy with the grass cutting this year.  All Councillors agreed that Mr Stevens has done a very good job and is happy with the green areas.  Also he has now started to strim around the street signs and the entrances are looking much tidier.


b) School Governors Report (B Waters)

The school enjoyed a very successful weekend celebrating their 40th anniversary with both the previous head teachers being invited to the evening’s activities.

With regard to the hammerhead at the entrance to the school, members of the PTA will be handing out leaflets about parking to parents after the half-term break.  This has been brought about after a meeting with the Parish Council and County Council when they looked at issues with child safety and the “Safer Schools Initiative”.

c) South Cambridgeshire District Council (B Waters)

Good news.  SCDC have no investments in Icelandic banks.  Also the first doorstep plastics collection went without a hitch on Wednesday.

d) Cambridgeshire County Council (J Reynolds)

Due to absence no report was given.

e) Community Safety (K Mahoney)
No report was sent.

f) Residents Association (M Sellars/B Waters)

At their meeting on Monday it was agreed to seek permission for the use of the Village Green for the annual firework display to be held on Wednesday 5th November.  This was proposed by SJ and seconded by JDean.  All in favour.  BW also informed the meeting that the Cambridge Building Society has contacted the Residents Association and asked if they could help on Firework Night with a bucket collection to go to charity.  It was felt that it is good to see community spirit among a small number of commercial enterprises in the village.

g) Village Hall Management Committee (M Pope)

There was no report due to their meeting being held next week, although Paul Neal had sent the monthly accounts prior to the meeting.  These were looked at and it was agreed that a letter would be sent to the Management Committee thanking Paul Neal for such detailed accounts and reports.  This information is extremely helpful to the Parish Council.
C

JDol asked BB if the Management Committee had any further thoughts on getting a separate meter installed for the gas supply to the Social Club.  BB replied that at the time of the refurbishment this was not done due to expense (up to £7,000 for two separate installations).  It was mentioned that for a small outlay a meter could be attached to the boiler that registers the amount used in different parts of the building.  BB agreed to take this suggestion to the Management Committee when they next meet.

h) Planning Committee (S Jenkins)

Enforcement of Bylaws - At the last Planning Committee meeting MS took away a document regarding enforcement of bylaws to read.  MS then summarised the document to the meeting by explaining that in the past any local authority who wished to make a bylaw had to apply to the Secretary of State but this no longer happens for certain types of bylaws.  It was agreed that the Clerk would go through the document and agree with their recommendations.
C

Solar Powered Lighting – A brochure had been brought to the attention of the Planning Committee for solar powered lighting.  SJ has now read through the document and unfortunately this is a very expensive way to light areas.  It was agreed that this document be noted and filed.

JDol then asked if the Parish Council could ask the SPARC building if they could put a light on the outside of their building.  This has been done at the Farmhouse, which has proved very effective.

Local Access Forum – This subject was discussed at length as it has implications on walkways and cycle ways along the A14 to Cambridge.  The LAF wishes to see walkways and cycle ways grassed and not tarmaced as this would prove more pleasant to walk but the Parish Council felt that if cycling to Cambridge tarmac would be better and faster for the traveller.  Also they do not mention the existing A14 becoming a local road as we have been informed by the Highways Agency.  The Clerk will write to the LAF with our opinions.  
C
i) Tesco Liaison (B Burrage)

BB has met with Moira and thanked her for arranging to have the grassed area cut along Viking Way.  The sign has still not been done and BB has suggested that we once again write to Head Office as this is now becoming urgent along with other issues that are still outstanding.
C
He also mentioned the bus shelter at Tesco was still in need of repair and Moira said that they were not sure who owned the bus shelter

7.0
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION

County Council Roadshows – JDol asked if we could write to the County Council and ask why the roadshows they are advertising are being organised only during the week (10am to 4pm).  As most people work, they would probably get a better attendance if they were put on over the weekend.
C


Sale of cars on perimeter road – After seeing cars continuously being sold on the lay by area near the Skate Park, MS contacted SCDC with a view to getting them removed but they have still to reply to her telephone call.  MS thinks that we could have this activity stopped under the “Clean Roads Act 2005”.  SJ suggested that photographs be taken of the cars showing the registration numbers and these can then be sent to SCDC.


Budget Meeting – It was agreed that our Budget Meeting, to discuss the precept for the year 2009-2010 would take place on Thursday 13th November at 7pm in the Parish Council Office.

Date of Next Meeting.


There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.05pm.  The next full Parish Council Meeting will take place on Thursday 20th November 2008 at 7.00 p.m. in the Parish Council Office.

Signed ………………………………………………….. (Chair)   
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