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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Meeting

Held in The Parish Council Office

at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 20 November 2008


ACTION


1.0     Present: 
M Sellars
Chair
(MS)


L Baffa
Clerk
(LB)


B Burrage
Councillor
(BB)


J Doland
Councillor
(JDo)


M Duce
Councillor
(MD)


B Howard
Councillor
(BH)


S Jenkins 
Vice-Chair
(SJ)


M Pope
Councillor
(MP)


B Waters
Councillor
(BW)


J Reynolds
County Councillor

Apologies: 
J Dean
Councillor
(JDe)


G Spence
Councillor
(GS)


S Spence
Councillor
(SS)


J York
Councillor
(JY)


R Hall
District Councillor

2.0
To Approve Minutes of Parish Council Meeting on 16th October 2008:-

The Minutes for the Parish Council Meeting held on 16th October 2008 were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by BH and seconded by JDol.  All in favour.

2.1
Matters Arising

Cars For Sale

Roger Hall has sent the relevant registration numbers to SCDC and these are being followed up by Julie Stallibrass (Licencing Officer) to see if the person selling the cars has a Trading licence.  Also the man selling wooden ornaments is being investigated, again to see if he has a trading licence.  

This subject was brought up at the Neighbourhood Panel Meeting held on Tuesday but unfortunately they showed no interest in getting the vehicles moved on.  However, it was mentioned tonight that we do have a byelaw in the village for no street trading so this could possibly be a police matter after all.  SJ attended the Panel Meeting and spoke with Bridget Fairley (of the Crime & Disorder Partnership) as she felt there was a danger here, as the barrier for the Skate Park was located here and ambulances on standby park up here, waiting for emergency calls.

3.0
To Approve Minutes of Budget Meeting on 13th November 2008:-

The Minutes for the Budget Meeting held on 13th November 2008 were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by BB and seconded by MP.  All in favour.

3.1
Matters Arising

The budget figures were again discussed and reasons given for the budget due to some members not attending.  MP then proposed the budget amount of £95,428 for the financial year 2009/2010 to be accepted and this was seconded by SJ.  For = 7.  Abstained = 1.  Therefore the motion was carried.

4.0
Clerk/Treasurers Report

a) Correspondence received this month

	A
	CPALC

Village Funding - In the monthly bulletin it was mentioned that Parish Councils could apply for funding for certain open spaces.  It was agreed that the Clerk would investigate whether we could get this funding for our village green drainage and also for repairs to the Skate Park.

Freedom of Information Act – Amendments to the original Act have now been published and it was agreed that the Clerk would obtain a copy of this document so this can be approved at our December meeting.

Communities In Control (pilot scheme) – JDol felt this article was very emotive, as it seems that although Government want Councils to have more power this scheme seems to be taking away power for local councils.  This subject has been discussed at past meeting it was felt that it is not clear how exactly the Parish Council would be more empowered.  We would like to be enlightened and the Clerk will write to CPALC and put this question to them. 


	C

C

C

	E
	Over Day Care Centrre

A letter has been received requesting a donation to help towards their running costs as many Bar Hill residents use this facility on a daily basis.  SJ proposed that we send £500 as last year and this was seconded by MP.  All in favour.


	C

	H
	HGV’s in Bar Hill

Copy letters to Central Government have been received from Andrew Lansley MP who has been involved in the HGV problem that Bar Hill currently has.

It was agreed that the Clerk would inform Andrew Lansley of the Trade Association that is also trying to deal with the problem in Trafalgar Way, as this group is dealing with all the commercial units.  It may be useful if Andrew Lansley could copy in all his correspondence to Alan Choat.


	C

	J
	Allotment Society

A letter has been received from the Allotment Society requesting whether they can do some tree and hedging work in this area.  If so, would the Parish Council be able to contribute to the costs.  This subject was discussed at length and the Clerk confirmed that the Poplars in question have preservation orders on them so cannot be felled.  However, general maintenance of the hedging can be done and the Parish Council would be prepared to contribute towards this cost.

The drainage should not need doing as a great deal of money was spent on this only 5-6 years ago.  With regard to the mound being levelled, this mound forms part of the Public Bridleway and as such must be kept the way it is.  It was agreed that when in the vicinity members of the Environment and Planning Committee would site visit the area and come back to the next meeting with their findings.  In the meantime the Clerk will make a list of things that can and cannot be done.


	C

C

	K
	Parish Councillor vacancy

A further application letter has been received from a resident wishing to become a co-opted Parish Councillor.  In view of Christmas being so close it was agreed that the Clerk would write back to the new applicant and inform him that as we now have more than one applicant, interviews would be set up for January.


	C

	N
	Shrievalty Trust

A letter has been received requesting funding for their charitable organisation that works closely with elderly members of the community after they have been victims of crime.  They visit the resident and help them with changing locks on doors and ensuring that their homes are more secure and give comfort in times of stress.

BW proposed that £100 is sent to help towards their funding and was seconded by SJ.  All in favour. It was agreed that this should come from our Senior Citizens budget.


	C

	O
	Scout Group

The Clerk received an email from the new Scout Leader who has asked about the lease for the building, as this would help them obtain future funding.  It was confirmed that the building does not belong to the Parish Council so there can be no lease.  However, a lease could be given for the land except that the land is part owned by the Parish Council and part owned by the Village Hall Management Committee.

At present they are in dispute with the Village Hall Management Committee over their use of the water supply and the Parish Council feels that it would be unable to help with a lease for the land while they are in dispute with other organisations in the village.


	C


Accounts

b) Outstanding Accounts for Approval

The Clerk went through the accounts for November.  The monthly expenditure report was proposed as a true record by BH and seconded by BB.  All in favour.  The Clerk went through the cheques to be paid in November. The cheques for approval were proposed by MP and seconded by SJ.  All in favour.

The correspondence and accounts are available to view

in the Parish Council Office, Hanover Close, Off Viking Way, Bar Hill
5.0
Chairs Report

Information Centre update – The Clerk was happy to report that after much hard work from our Project Manager, he had managed to sort out the old electricity bill and this has now been reduced by a considerable amount.  It was agreed that a letter of thanks would be sent to him.

6.0 
Reports

a) Tesco Liaison (B Burrage)

BB asked if the Clerk had received a reply to our letter to Head Office.  The Clerk replied that she had received an email informing her that the person that dealt with our request in January of this year has now left the company and he has requested copies of all correspondence to date.

b) Environment Committee (M Duce)

There was no Environment Committee meeting this month so there was nothing to report.


c) School Governors Report (B Waters)

There has been no meeting this month so there was nothing to report. 

d) South Cambridgeshire District Council (B Waters)

BW informed the meeting there was nothing to report, although the Clerk had read out a letter from SCDC informing the Parish Council that since plastics are now being collected from the doorstep the plastics bank at the Tesco site would be phased out by November 2009.

e) Cambridgeshire County Council (J Reynolds)

JR was asked about his views on the illegal selling of cars in the village.  It was stated that the land being used is owned by the County Council and could he inform the relevant department to see if they can do something about this problem.  JR replied that he would inform the necessary parties.

MS also mentioned to JR that we have still not had a response from David Lines with regard to the yellow lines, gateway features and signage for the village, all to deter the parking of HGV’s.  He would also contact David Lines to get a response.

BH asked JR about the Guided Bus Service and wondered whether normal bus services would be affected.  JR explained about the links that will occur but we would not be able to see whether it works until the service is up and running.

JR then informed the meeting that the development of Northstowe has been put back a year because of the recent downturn in the market, but everything was still in place for this to go ahead in the near future.

BB then asked for JR’s opinion on the possible wind turbines that Tesco have applied for.  He felt it would be difficult to object because of the “green issues” but also felt this was specifically for Tesco to gain “brownie points” and any energy saving measures will make them look good in the eyes of the Government.

f) Community Safety (K Mahoney)
This update is from 18th October to 19th November 2008.  There have been 95 incidents reported which include 6 thefts from vehicles, 4 at the crematorium, 1 at Tesco and the last in Appletrees.  Also there were two reports of criminal damage, 1 in Dry Drayton and the other in Pheasant Rise.  There were 4 reports of vehicle damage in Acorn Avenue, Appletrees, Dry Drayton and Tesco.

I am pleased to inform the meeting that there have been no residential burglaries this month although unfortunately Pizza Town in Dry Drayton was broken into and money taken from their premises.  I am also happy to report that there have been no reports of anti-social behaviour.

g) Residents Association (M Sellars/B Waters)

MS reported that there are ongoing discussions about how much colour we should have in the Bar Hill News.  Also they are in the process of having a new website produced but this is proving to be a slow process.  BW also reported that £350 had been collected in the bucket on Firework Night and this will be going to charity.

h) Village Hall Management Committee (M Pope)

The meeting was held on Monday 17th November and the Parish Council examined the monthly accounts.  It was noted that although there was a small deficit for October (due to an unusually high water bill) income for November would be more than enough to cover the incoming bills.

It had been agreed at their meeting that the Social Club should be paying more for their utilities and this will be put to their Committee in the coming week that their monthly rental be increased to take on the extra utility prices.
Also they are seeking advice about de-registering for VAT.  All hiring fees will be reviewed in January 2009 and they will almost certainly increase.

i) Planning Committee (S Jenkins)

Wind Turbines - At the last Planning Committee meeting plans had been received from Tesco Stores for erecting two wind turbines, one in the car park and the other on the roundabout near the petrol station.  It had been recommended that although we could not object due to the “green issues” we think Tesco could investigate other locations within their site for their installation that would have less visual impact to the residents.  MS then asked for a firm proposal to send to SCDC.  JDol proposed that we approve but ask for Tesco to investigate other locations within the Tesco site and this was seconded by SJ.  For = 6.  Against = 2 (BB, MD).  Therefore motion was carried.
C
Farmhouse – At the request of Jon Butler, who she spoke with at the Neighbourhood Panel Meeting, SJ visited the Farmhouse on 19th November to look at their issues.  She has invited him to our next Planning Meeting for these issues to be discussed at length, although SJ mentioned that many of the issues were already being dealt with or they are the responsibility of another council body, such as litter collection being SCDC.

One issue she felt was the responsibility of the Parish Council was the internal painting of the area where they had a water leak at the start of this year.  This needs to be addressed quite soon.  Also the fire escape light has been smashed and due to health & safety it was felt this would be our responsibility.
C
BW mentioned to the meeting that the Bar Hill Massive has now taken over the funding of the Farmhouse and all grants that come from the Parish Council should now be addressed to them.

The biggest issue was the damage allegedly being caused by the group that hires the building from Cottenham.  They have reported that printers have been broken and also computer games have been taken as well as the general mess left.  This was discussed at length and although the hire fee does help the Council to cover their utility bills it was generally felt that if problems are occurring, then we may need to cancel their usage of the building.

7.0
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION

Poppy Appeal – MD was happy to announce that this year’s Poppy Appeal had collected over £8,300.

Date of Next Meeting.


There being no further business the meeting closed at 10.10pm.  The next full Parish Council Meeting will take place on Thursday 18th December 2008 at 7.00 p.m. in the Parish Council Office.

Signed ………………………………………………….. (Chair)   
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