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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Meeting

Held in The Parish Council Office

at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 18 December 2008


ACTION


1.0     Present: 
M Sellars
Chair
(MS)


L Baffa
Clerk
(LB)


B Burrage
Councillor
(BB)


J Dean
Councillor
(JDe)


J Doland
Councillor
(JDo)


M Duce
Councillor
(MD)


B Howard
Councillor
(BH)


S Jenkins 
Vice-Chair
(SJ)


M Pope
Councillor
(MP)


S Spence
Councillor
(SS)


B Waters
Councillor
(BW)


J York
Councillor
(JY)


R Hall
District Councillor


J Reynolds
County Councillor

Apologies: 
G Spence
Councillor
(GS)

Visitor to meeting – SCDC (sustainable energy)

Richard Hales attended this evening meeting to discuss sustainable energy.  Mr Hales started his talk by asking the Parish Council if steps had been taken to look at energy and climate change.  MS replied that until now not much thought had been given to this subject apart from being generally aware of the problem we are facing but as representatives of the village we felt that we were more concerned about the wind turbines that Tesco are planning to install and also the rising costs of fuel bills.

Mr Hales went on to say that SCDC are hoping to tap into different funding networks and would like to see village groups getting together to look at surveying the village to look at insulating homes and low energy light bulbs.

The more homes that need the insulation the cheaper it would be because SCDC would then be able to bulk purchase.  Obviously those on low income or benefits can get this done free of charge.  MP informed the Mr Hales that homes in this region have been bombarded with leaflets on this subject in the past and thought that most homes do have insulation.

MS felt that a piece in the Bar Hill News would be beneficial as this is delivered to every home in the village and this could then make people aware of the advantages and the possible discounts available to people.

Mr Hales said that SCDC are on the brink of upping the insulation levels and this is a major step to take for future climate change.  Understanding how much energy you use and making the necessary changes is common sense but many people have not considered this issue.

MP felt that SCDC could put an article in the Bar Hill News instead of the Parish Council but Mr Hales felt that residents would take more notice of their local Parish Council than to SCDC as we are here for the benefit of the village.

A local group could undertake the survey and from these results SCDC would be able to make a difference to energy costs in the home.  JDol then came in and said he had been studying carbon omissions and this can make a big difference to climate change if you consciously make the effort to purchase local produce as the goods will not have to travel so far on the roads.

At this stage a visitor to the meeting, Mr Pat Ryan, informed the meeting that he was interested in this subject in more general terms.  This village has an extensive footpath network and if residents were encouraged to use the paths more when shopping or visiting then this would take a significant amount of vehicles off the road.

He feels the set-up of a local group would be very beneficial and perhaps other groups could get involved such as the Primary school, the Church and even the Village Hall in trying to change people’s behaviour.  These groups could identify sources of funding and look to see how changes could be made.

Mr Hales was thanked for attending this evenings meeting and he left.

2.0
To Approve Minutes of Parish Council Meeting on 20th November 2008:-

The Minutes for the Parish Council Meeting held on 20th November 2008 were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by BB and seconded by BH.  All in favour.

3.0
Matters Arising

Cars For Sale

We have been in contact with the relevant authorities who have informed the Clerk that these problems are being dealt with.  However, it was felt that SCDC are moving too slowly as both problems are still very visible.  It was agreed that the Clerk would email Julie Stallibrass (Licencing Officer) and inform her that as of today’s date the wood seller is still trading and has not moved on.
C

Allotment Site

SJ asked if any Councillor had been to see the site and the answer was no.  The Clerk has already written to the Secretary informing her of the jobs that can and can’t be done.

Farmhouse

This was briefly discussed as Jon Butler attended the last Planning Committee meeting and informed the committee that funding was available for the Skate Park repairs, but the bid needed to be done by the young people that use the facility.  He was more than happy to help the young people with form filling but these must be done by the end of March 2009.

Information Centre

MS informed that meeting that she and the Clerk visited the Information Centre site last Saturday with a prospective client and they were very impressed with the inside of the building.  This subject will be discussed under correspondence.  In the meantime it was felt that the name of the Information Centre should be changed now that the new building was in place and BW suggested The Willows.  It was therefore agreed that the new name would be The Willows.

Road Improvements – County Council

BW was very disappointed that we have still not heard from David Lines with regard to the gateway features and double yellow lines.  The Clerk had spoken with John Reynolds last week and he assured her that he would chase them for an answer.  BW mentioned that the gateway features in Dry Drayton are working very well and would like to see this happen in our village in the very near future.

4.0
Clerk/Treasurers Report

a) Correspondence received this month

	A
	Happy Hours
A letter has been received requesting a donation, as we did last year, to enable them to hire the keep fit instructor for the forthcoming year.    BW proposed that we give £200 towards this activity and this was seconded by MP.  All in favour.


	C

	B
	County Council

We have now had a response to the Clerk’s letter informing them that illegal car trading is taking place on their land.  They have informed us that they have sent the letter to SCDC for Trading Standards to deal with.  It was agreed that a copy of their letter would be sent to SCDC and BW requested that she be copied in as well as Roger Hall as they will then be able to follow up.


	C

	C
	Freedom of Information Act

As this is a statutory duty for the Parish Council it was agreed to acknowledge the New Model Publication Scheme.


	C

	E
	Various copy letters from Andrew Lansley MP

The various letters were read prior to the meeting and it was noted that a meeting had been set up with Mrs Cowen of the Oxford Archaeological Unit in Bar Hill and our PCSO Karen Mahoney with regard to the constant littering in Trafalgar Way.  JDol asked if the Clerk would write to Ms Cowen and ask her what the outcome of the meeting was.

JDol also suggested that we write to the Road Haulage Association and ask when they are anticipating the re-opening of the Alconbury Truck stop.

Also it was agreed that we write to Richard Preston of the County Council and express our disappointment that we have still not heard from David Lines with regard to the double yellow lines and the gateway features organised for the residential area.


	C

C

C

	J
	Appletrees Homecare

Now that the new building is almost ready for occupation it was noted that the potential tenant has been dragging their heels in signing the lease.  However, a new prospective tenant has contacted us and they have already been to inspect the new building and are very keen to take over the tenancy.

It was agreed that before any leases are signed the Parish Council will need to look at their accounts and also to take up bank references, therefore the Clerk will need to write to Appletrees Homecare and ask for their bank details so this can be done as soon as possible.

Whilst writing the Clerk will confirm the terms of the lease i.e. annual rental, lease term and also rental reviews to be put in place and ask for their agreement in writing.  Once these have been received we will make a decision at our January meeting.

It was agreed that a copy of this letter should also be sent to our Solicitors and Noyes and Noyes to keep them in the loop.  


	C

C

C

	K
	Children’s Soft Play Area - Viking Way

A letter has been received from a company wishing to lease 8 Viking Way and change the use to a Children’s Soft Play Area.  They have written to us initially, before applying for planning, to see if we have any objections.  The plans were looked at and discussed and although the there was no initial objection it was felt that parking could be an issue.  Therefore it was agreed that the Clerk would write back informing him of our thoughts and ask what their parking proposals are and the actual opening times.


	C

	L
	Skansa Costain – A14 Improvements

A letter has been received asking the Parish Council for confirmation of ownership on land surrounding the new proposals for the A14 improvements.  It was agreed that the Clerk would complete the questionnaire and return as soon as possible.

 
	C



	M
	Parish Councillor Resignation

It is with regret that a letter of resignation has been received from Graham Spence.  It was agreed that the Chair would send a letter in reply thanking him for his contribution to the Parish Council over the years.

We now have two vacancies but as we have to advertise the vacancy, we will still need to go ahead with the interview process on 7th January and offer the position to one of the applicants.  Once this has been done we can then re-advertise and if the other candidate wishes to re-apply he may do so.


	


Accounts

b)
Outstanding Accounts for Approval

The Clerk went through the accounts for December.  The monthly expenditure report was proposed as a true record by MP and seconded by JY.  All in favour.  The Clerk went through the cheques to be paid in December. The cheques for approval were proposed by BH and seconded by MD.  All in favour.

MS then informed the Council that because the new building was to be rented out to a commercial enterprise we would be unable to claim back the VAT.  As the VAT was not in the budget where should we take the money?  BB proposed that it be taken from reserves and when rent is collected it be put back in to reserves until the VAT has been paid back in full.  This was seconded S J.  All in favour.

The correspondence and accounts are available to view

in the Parish Council Office, Hanover Close, Off Viking Way, Bar Hill
5.0
Chairs Report

Code of Conduct – The summary that MS had prepared for the meeting was discussed at length and agreement was made in full.  Also the Clerk was happy with the Employees Code of Conduct and she has signed the document to that effect.

6.0 
Reports

a) Planning Committee (S Jenkins)

Farmhouse – The minutes from the last Planning Meeting were looked at and discussed as Jon Butler, the Locality Manager for youth provision, attended and brought up many issues they have.  MS explained the situation with regard to the Cottenham people hiring the facility as Jon Butler felt they were abusing the premises by leaving it untidy and dirty after use and also many computer games have gone missing and also they are now on their third printer after the previous two have been broken.

MS asked if we wished the Cottenham group to continue using the facilities?  BW felt that we should terminate their contract with immediate affect as the building is primarily for the use of the youth of Bar Hill and MP agreed with BW.

MP proposed that we write to Claire Fouracre of Cottenham stating that the probationary period has now come to end and we are writing to them to inform them that we feel that the arrangement has not been successful and the agreement will terminate with immediate effect.  Also the key will need to be given back as soon as possible.  This was seconded by SJ.  For = 8.  Against = 3 (JDol, BH, SS).  Therefore motion carried.
C

b) Tesco Liaison (B Burrage)

The new sign has now been erected at Viking Way.  It is much larger and so far, apart from the usual Christmas back up of lorries, has made quite a difference to the delivery drivers now not missing the turn off.  Also JDol informed the meeting that the plastics collection point in the car park has now been taken away by SCDC.

c) Environment Committee (M Duce)

There was no Environment Committee meeting this month so there was nothing to report.


d) School Governors Report (B Waters)

The school has had their OFSTED report which was very good and the Inspector praised the leadership of the school.  There are still ongoing problems with the hammerhead and unnecessary parking in this area making it dangerous for the children walking to school.  They are in the process of looking at changing the school entrance to keep the children away from the road.

e) South Cambridgeshire District Council (B Waters)

Office opening times have been published in their quarterly magazine, as there will be staff working over the Christmas period giving necessary support to residents in South Cambridgeshire.  Also as our refuse collection is on Wednesday there will be no change this year.

f) Cambridgeshire County Council (J Reynolds)

JR was informed of our disappointment on the lack of response from David Lines.  He confirmed that he had spoken with the Clerk last week and had emailed David Lines three times but has still not had a reply.  He has now copied the emails to the Deputy Chief Executive of the County Council and is awaiting a reply.

MS then mentioned the email she had received with regard to Lolworth being unhappy with the A14 improvements as they felt the link road would be too close to their village.  RH replied they had a Special Meeting to discuss the local access road that will be on the south side of the A14.  The new road will be some 50 metres nearer than the road is now and they concerned with the noise issues due to the link road from Bar Hill not taking HGV’s so this may push the HGV’s closer to their village.

JR said that he had been disappointed with the response form the Highways Agency to the current noise levels and not much data had been published on the increased traffic flow in 15 years time. He feels these issues need to be addressed sooner rather than later.

JDol then asked about the chances of having a referendum on the congestion charge for Cambridge.  JR replied that it would probably be zero.  However there will be public sessions in the near future for people to air their concerns.  Cambridgeshire County Council have asked the Government to look at other ways of reducing traffic without bringing in a congestion charge.

BH then asked if data is received on how many cars use the park and ride scheme.  JR replied that they keep records of the individuals using the scheme by ticket sales each day.

g) Community Safety (K Mahoney)
There have been 101 incidents reported between the 16th of November and he 17th of December. This has unfortunately increased from the 94 incidents previously reported between the 16th of October and the 17th of November.  These incidents from the past month include 
eight drive offs from Tesco Services, Swavesey Services and Lolworth petrol filling stations.

Two criminal damage to vehicles in the high street Dry Drayton, and the spinney bar hill. I am aware that more were damaged in both villages but not all were reported to police.  Two thefts have occurred from motor vehicles, one at the city crematorium and one in Hillcrest, Bar hill. Tractors have been stolen from Slate Hall Farm and one abandoned vehicle on Viking Way.

A farm was burgled in Dry Drayton and Hackers fruit farm shop was broken in to in Dry Drayton.
Four burglaries took place in Lolworth, Boxworth and two in Bar Hill (Acorn Ave and the Brambles).  A hedge was set on fire on Oakington Road, Dry Drayton.  There were also three reports of vehicle nuisance in the Spinney, Saxon Way and the Brambles.  Anti social behaviour still remains very low within the village of Bar Hill with only one report of youths drinking.

JDol wanted it to be minuted that the Parish Council were pleased to see very little crime currently in the village.


h) Residents Association (M Sellars/B Waters)

It was reported that due to the recent tragic death of Raja, Martin Avery has taken over the temporary post of Treasurer until a replacement can be found.

i) Village Hall Management Committee (M Pope)

As reported last month a meeting has now taken place between the Management Committee and the Social Club with regard to the fuel surcharge.  As from 1st January 2009 the Social Club will be paying an additional £350 per month and this will be paid in to a contingency fund account.  Also a lobby is being constructed on the balcony to help retain the heat within the building.

The Treasurer has reported that things are going well and he emphasised that the accounts are only a “snapshot” e.g. although November shows more outgoings than income due to a large utility bill, December expenses will be more than covered by income.

Bookings for 2009 from commercial customers are looking good.  RH also informed the meeting that the 2009, local elections have been moved from the Octagon site to the Village Hall due to improved disabled access.

7.0
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION

Drainage – JY asked if the Parish Council could consider looking at the Village Green during the winter months as this would give the drainage people a better idea of what the problem is instead of coming during the summer when the grass is dry. 

Date of Next Meeting.


There being no further business the meeting closed at 10.10pm.  The next full Parish Council Meeting will take place on Thursday 15th January 2009 at 7.00 p.m. in the Parish Council Office.

Signed ………………………………………………….. (Chair)   
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