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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Planning Committee Meeting

Held in The Parish Council Office at 1.30pm

On Thursday 11th December 2008



            ACTION

1.  Present:
S Jenkins
Chair
(SJ)


L Baffa
Clerk
(C)


B Burrage
Councillor 
(BB)

J Doland
Councillor
(JD)


M Pope
Councillor
(MP)

M Sellars
Councillor
(MS)


G Spence
Councillor
(GS)

Apologies:
S Spence
Councillor
(SS)


J York
Councillor
(JY)

2.
To Approve the Minutes of the Previous Meeting

The Minutes from the last Planning Meeting dated 13th November 2008 were read and approved.  Proposed by MP and seconded by JDol.  All in favour.

3.
Matters arising from previous minutes

Farmhouse

Jon Butler came to the meeting to discuss issues that have arisen over the past few months with regard to the Farmhouse.  He started by informing the meeting that he wishes to build up the profile of the Farmhouse so the young people in this village have a safe place to go.

The new Friday afternoon drop-in sessions is going well with many of the young people dropping in as they get off the school bus and the other sessions are now doing well.

The main problem seems to be with the Cottenham group that hires the building from the Parish Council.  Since they have started using the facilities two printers have been broken and many computer games have gone missing.  The Farmhouse youngsters feel that this is their building and all are concerned about the damage that is being caused to a building that was painstakingly refurbished a year ago.

MS then pointed out that at the time of the Parish Council agreeing to hire out the facility it was done on a probationary period as we knew there could be problems but we felt that they should be given a chance.  If at any time the building wasn’t being used appropriately then we could terminate our agreement with them.  At our last meeting this problem was discussed about whether Cottenham should carry on using the facilities and at our full meeting next week a decision will be made on this issue.

Jon Butler did not want to see them losing their premises but felt a few ground rules should be set out.  The Clerk mentioned that Heads of Terms had been sent to Claire Fouracre and also one should have been sent to Jon but he confirmed that this had not yet been received.

Jon also asked whether a cleaner could be employed, as there is also an issue on the tidiness and cleanliness of the building after they have used it.  MS felt that this was a subject for the Farmhouse group to discuss and not the Parish Council.  If they funded a cleaner this could be included in the hire fee, or possibly they could invoice the Cottenham group separately, but it was agreed that the Parish Council did not wish to get involved in this issue.

Other issues included the possibility of removing the grills at the windows.  The Clerk replied that the Parish Council have been looking at double-glazing for the windows, which would eliminate the need for the grills.  Low energy bulbs were mentioned and it was agreed that these would be purchased for the Farmhouse.  Lastly the down-pipe at the side of the building has been damaged and this needs to be replaced.
C
Jon agreed to monitor the situation with regard to other hirers and will report back to the Planning Committee.  MS felt that in the meantime the user-groups of the building should be talking together to iron out their differences and not use the Parish Council as a go-between.  Jon also agreed to sort out the cleaning issues as this could be tendered out through the County Council.

Whilst Jon was at the meeting the Skate Park was briefly discussed and he informed the Planning Committee that funding was available if the young people put together a bid themselves. He will mention this to the young people who attend the Farmhouse and he would be happy to help them with the paperwork, although this would need to be done by March of 2009.

Skate Park

MS proposed that the quotation from MWP Services would be put on hold until after we had heard about the funding available.  Also that SJ would ask her son to talk with the young people using the Skate Park to get together so they can try to obtain funding.  This was seconded by BB.  All in favour.  MS suggested that we keep Jon Butler in the loop with regard to the Skate Park.

Illegal Car Trading

This subject was discussed once again after a detailed email from SCDC was read out.  Bridget Fairley has informed us that Environmental Health has visited the area in question and has taken down the index numbers of the cars for sale.  He will have these removed under the Ways and Means Act.

Julie Stallibrass of Licencing department will visit the trader selling wooden goods and have him removed under the Street Trading Legislation.

4.
Planning Applications:-

10 Pheasant Rise – Single storey extensions to front and rear

Plans have been received for a single storey extension to the front and rear of the above property.  The Planning Committee approved these plans.

101 Pheasant Rise – Conservatory

Plans have been received for a conservatory at the above property.  The Planning Committee approved these plans.

Tesco Stores – Amended plans for the erection of two 10.6m high Micro Wind Turbines

Amended plans have been received for two micro wind turbines, one to be placed on the roundabout close to the petrol station and the second to be placed within the car park area.  The plans were discussed at length and it was generally felt that because of the environmental issues involved, we would recommend approval on the condition they investigate other areas to site the wind turbines.

5.
Planning Decisions:-

There were no planning decisions

6.
Any Other Business


Parking in Appletrees (email)

An email has been received with regard to the sign erected in Appletrees about parking.  The Clerk has already emailed back to inform the resident that this happened before she came to the Parish Council and would bring it up at the Planning Committee meeting for discussion.  MS instructed the Clerk to write back to the residents concerned informing them that this was done some 10 years ago to ease the situation for residents not being able to park in their own driveways.  When this problem occurs in other areas the Parish Council takes each case individually to see if a solution can be found.
C


Various emails with regard to noise from Menzies Hotel

This was brought to the attention of the Planning Committee as information only as a resident has been emailing the Parish Council and District Councillors complaining about the noise from Menzies Hotel late at night.  It seems that the problem is being sorted through SCDC so no action will need to be taken by the Parish Council.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 3.05pm.  The Next Planning Committee Meeting will take place on Thursday 8th January 2008 at 1.30pm in the Parish Council Office.
Proposed:          Seconded:
…………………..…………………………….  


Sue Jenkins, Chair - Planning Committee

Author: Leigh Baffa, Parish Clerk
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