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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Meeting

Held in The Parish Council Office

at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 15 January 2009


ACTION


1.0     Present: 
M Sellars
Chair
(MS)


L Baffa
Clerk
(LB)


B Burrage
Councillor
(BB)


J Dean
Councillor
(JDe)


J Doland
Councillor
(JDo)


M Duce
Councillor
(MD)


B Howard
Councillor
(BH)


S Jenkins 
Vice-Chair
(SJ)


M Pope
Councillor
(MP)


S Spence
Councillor
(SS)


B Waters
Councillor
(BW)


J York
Councillor
(JY)


R Hall
District Councillor


J Reynolds
County Councillor

Apologies: 
None


Visitors to meeting – Prospective tenants for The Willows

The prospective tenants were introduced to the meeting.  Also attending the meeting was Andrew Noyes as he has been instrumental in finding tenants for the building on behalf of the Parish Council.

The prospective tenants had brought in their up to date accounts for the Parish Council to examine and also necessary reference details for the Parish Council to pursue.

The prospective tenants explained to the meeting about their business activities.  Their present lease expires in October of this year but if they were successful with The Willows, they would be looking to keep both offices open until October when they would move all the business over to Bar Hill.

They would be looking to move as soon as possible.  However, Andrew Noyes informed the meeting that planning approval for Change of Use would be necessary but he will be having a meeting with the Planning Department of SCDC next week and he will hopefully be able to hurry the procedure along.

Several issues were brought up at the meeting the first being security.  Due to the kind of work they do they are obliged to secure the building themselves such as CCTV and the Parish Council were happy with this. They felt that people getting off at the bus stop would use the area as a short cut and they would like to see some sort of fencing erected to deter people walking across thee property.  Some Councillors had already met with the Clerk on site this week and this had been discussed.  It was agreed that fencing was needed along with a barrier at the entrance to the site that could be locked at night when not in use.




The prospective tenants also asked if the bin and cycle area could be moved as this was taking up two valuable car parking spaces.  However, Andrew Noyes felt these could not be moved as they were part of the planning approval but he would look in to this matter.

The prospective tenants also asked about the rates but because the building has not yet been handed over, the District Valuer had not yet been out to see the site for valuation.  The Clerk would invite the District Valuer to the site to get the premises valued for Council Tax purposes.  It was also confirmed that with a ten-year lease there would be a single review after 5 years.
C

The prospective tenants asked if the Parish Council would be willing to install the carpets and blinds (the original prospective tenants had asked for this not to be done). 

Andrew Noyes confirmed that he would arrange a meeting, possibly for next week, at the Parish Council Office so a new Heads of Terms could be drawn up and from this the lease would be created.  The prospective tenants were thanked for their time and they left the meeting.

The Parish Council then went on to discuss the issues brought up and it was agreed that the Parish Council would erect the new fencing where they thought necessary.  Also hedging would be planted around the building as this had already been done at the Council Office with good effect.
C

It was also agreed that the Parish Council would maintain the external areas with the help of our own contractors.  The back of the building would be grassed and the front would be planted with shrubs that were easy to maintain.
C

With regard to the carpets and blinds, after a lengthy discussion it was agreed that we would ask them to supply carpets and blinds and in return we would give them one month’s free rent of the building.
C

2.0
To Approve Minutes of Parish Council Meeting on 18th December 2008:-

The Minutes for the Parish Council Meeting held on 18th December 2008 were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by BW and seconded by JDean.  All in favour.

3.0
Matters Arising

Skate Park Funding - This was briefly mentioned as the deadline for the young people to obtain funding is March.  SJ has asked the young people to send her emails with regard to this subject and she will pass these on to Jon Butler (Patch Youth Leader).

Supply of Salt Bins - The Clerk has now obtained prices and it was agreed that once the Councillors had informed her of where they need to be placed, she will order the amount necessary, have them installed and inform the County Council so they can be filled.
C

4.0
Clerk/Treasurers Report

a) Correspondence received this month

	D
	Village Green Drainage
Having already sent the various emails to the Councillors prior to the meeting, a short discussion took place and in view of the history of the village green it was generally felt that the green looks very good at present with no major soak away problems.

The Clerk had been asked to obtain quotations to have the ditch cleared of debris and made deeper for any excess water but this was felt unnecessary as the drainage of the village green did not go to the ditches, although on a couple of occasions when we have had very bad weather the area behind Appletrees had flooded and these ditches were very important in keeping the water away of the houses.  It was agreed that the ditch would be left at present but as the quotation also mentioned several dead Elm Trees it was agreed that these would be removed.


	C

	G
	OASIS “Pay It Forward”

A letter was read out to the meeting about a new community scheme that has been created in the village, headed by Melanie Stamp whereby once a month a group of volunteers visit pre-booked householders and help with clearing gardens or help in the house.

As they had just started and had nobody to help they went litter picking, which was very successful.  They are hoping that the Parish Council could add jobs to do on their list and to advise residents of this new “free” scheme.


	

	I
	Use of Farmhouse

Since the last meeting when the Parish Council agreed to terminate the agreement with Cottenham Village College for using the Farmhouse, a letter has been received requesting a meeting to hear their side of the story, as they were very disappointed at the decision the Parish Council had made.  The Clerk informed the meeting that she had already invited Claire Fouracre to our next Planning Committee meeting to discuss this issue but BH proposed she attend our next full meeting in February, so all the Parish Council would be present.  This was seconded by MD.  For = 8.  Against = 2.  Abstained = 1.  Therefore motion was carried.


	C


Accounts

b)
Outstanding Accounts for Approval

The Clerk went through the accounts for January.  The monthly expenditure report was proposed as a true record by BW and seconded by JDean.  All in favour.  The Clerk went through the cheques to be paid in January and these were approved and proposed by SJ and seconded by BH.  All in favour.

The correspondence and accounts are available to view

in the Parish Council Office, Hanover Close, Off Viking Way, Bar Hill
5.0
Chairs Report

Information Centre – update.  With regard to anti-graffiti paint, the Clerk has now had an estimate back from D Reynolds and he is happy to paint the brickwork of The Willows, however, the price of the paint is in the region of £200 for 1 gallon and it will possibly take three tins of paint.  BB proposed that as this needs to be done we should go ahead with the suggestion from D Reynolds and this was seconded by MP.  All in favour.  Also MS suggested that a new sign is made for the new building.
C

Compassionate Leave for the Parish Clerk.  MS brought up this matter due to the Clerk having had to take 3 days annual leave last November to care for her Mother after a major operation, After contacting CPALC, it was confirmed that, although not in the employment contract, this could be given at the discretion of the Parish Council.  Therefore JDol proposed that the 3 days leave be taken as compassionate leave and this was seconded by MP.  All in favour.

6.0 
Reports

a) Village Hall Management Committee (M Pope)

Due to the monthly meeting taking place on Monday 19th January there was no report.

b) Planning Committee (S Jenkins)

Due to no meetings taking place there was no report.

c) Tesco Liaison (B Burrage)

The Clerk confirmed that the letter from Colin Brett with regard to the traffic backing up on to the A14 over Christmas, and his suggestions to improve the road, was sent to the Highways Agency.

d) Environment Committee (M Duce)

The meeting this month included the interview for co-option for a new Parish Councillor, which was given to Brian Gillinder.  Therefore items 1, 2 and 3 from these the minutes of the meeting were proposed by MP and seconded by BB.  All in favour.


e) School Governors Report (B Waters)

Due to no meeting taking place there was no report.

f) South Cambridgeshire District Council (R Hall)

Rubbish collection over Christmas/New Year period – The arrangements for rubbish collection over the Christmas and New Year period passed off without any problems.  The difficulties encountered in 2007 were no replicated and only one complaint (from a predictable source) was received.

Office opening between Christmas and New Year – The two-year experiment of opening SCDC between Christmas and New Year was welcomed by the public, with a larger than expected stream of residents arriving at the Council offices.  At any one time, more than half of the Council staff was present, with some offices almost fully manned.

Council Tax – The increase in Council Tax this year is likely to be 4.9% with other authorities in the area between 4.90% and 4.99%.  This increase, well above the inflation rate, is because government grant this year will be 0.5%, with last year’s having been only 0.4%; this is putting severe strain on Council finances.  The increase in government grant will be one of the worst in the country.

Weathering The Storm  - This is a guide, available on www.weatherstorm.org.uk to national and local organisations that can advise and support both businesses through the economic downturn.  It has been compiled by Cambridgeshire Together, a group of the country’s most influential organisations.  Although any economic downturn is expected to be shallow in this region, it is our priority to ensure that everyone affected is supported during the difficult times ahead.

g) Cambridgeshire County Council (J Reynolds)

The subject of the road improvements were brought up with JR as David Lines has still not been in contact with the Clerk.  He had a meeting with David Lines this week and he assured him that he would be visiting the office with information, but the Clerk confirmed that she had not met with him as yet.  JR will follow-up on behalf of the Parish Council.

BB asked JR why the Central Library opening had been delayed and JR confirmed that this would now take place in April of this year as it had taken the building contractors longer to do the structural work than they had anticipated.

Guided Bus was mentioned and JR confirmed that this has also been delayed due to much of the digging having to be done by hand under the bridge at Hills Road.

h) Community Safety (K Mahoney)
There was no report given for this month.


i) Residents Association (R Hall/B Waters)

They now have a new Website Manager who will be starting with immediate effect.  Also RH would like to ask the permission of the Parish Council for a park bench to be placed close to the village green in memory of Raja who had worked for many years on the committee of the Residents Association before he passed away.  The Parish Council agreed to this and the Residents Association will be in contact once it has been decided where to put the bench.

7.0
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION

Football Project - BH attended their recent meeting and all is going very well.  They do have some free slots available between 8pm and 9pm and they will be asking the regular groups if they would like to use the facilities during this time, but it will be on a first come first serve basis.

It was also reported that the fencing has being abused by the young people and some youths have been caught climbing over the fence at night.  The finances are currently very good and it is felt that, at present, there is no need to resurface the pitch.

Wind Turbines - BB asked for a small change to be made in the last Planning Meeting Minutes as these were inaccurate and the change was agreed.  JDol informed the meeting that two people in Robin Close had objected to the siting of the wind turbines.   If enough people complain to the Environmental Health about the noise, then they will be obliged to monitor the noise levels.

Fencing - It was reported that fencing that was replaced by a resident in Little Meadow has been dumped on Parish Council land.  The Clerk did write to the resident concerned but nothing as yet has been done.

Date of Next Meeting - There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.50pm.  The next full Parish Council Meeting will take place on Thursday 19th February 2009 at 7.00 p.m. in the Parish Council Office.

Signed …………………………………………………..(Chair)
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