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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Meeting

Held in The Parish Council Office

at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 19 February 2009


ACTION


1.0     Present: 
M Sellars
Chair
(MS)


L Baffa
Clerk
(LB)


B Burrage
Councillor
(BB)


J Dean
Councillor
(JDe)


J Doland
Councillor
(JDo)


M Duce
Councillor
(MD)


B Gillinder
Councillor
(BG)


B Howard
Councillor
(BH)


S Jenkins 
Vice-Chair
(SJ)


M Pope
Councillor
(MP)


S Spence
Councillor
(SS)


B Waters
Councillor
(BW)


J York
Councillor
(JY)


R Hall
District Councillor


J Reynolds
County Councillor

Apologies: 
None


2.0
To Approve Minutes of Parish Council Meeting on 15th January 2009:-

The Minutes for the Parish Council Meeting held on 15th January 2009 were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by JY and seconded by BH.  All in favour.

3.0
Matters Arising

Salt Bins – Since these have been installed all Councillors were very happy with the effect they have had on keeping the roads clear of ice, although they did empty quickly but unfortunately the County Council could not fill them up due to a shortage of salt/grit.

Under this subject MP brought up the subject of Hanover Housing having a policy of not putting down grit/salt and had informed all elderly residents that if they did so then they would be liable for any accidents that may occur.  IT was agreed that the Clerk would put the extra salt bin, that she still has, at a location in Viking Way that could be used by the residents of Hanover Close and then investigate ways of having it filled by the County Council.  The Clerk will also copy the letter that was sent to the residents of Hanover Housing to all Councillors. 
C

Skate Park Funding – MS informed the meeting that she spoke with Jon Butler (Youth Leader Line Manager) at the recent Neighbourhood Panel meeting and he would be happy to assist the young people in obtaining funding for the Skate Park by helping them to fill in the forms, as the Parish Council are unable to tap in to this funding.  There seems to be little interest among the young people so it was agreed that we would ask the Police to get the youth more interested.

Village Green Drainage – This was discussed at length.  MP proposed that we find a professional body to look at the village green in its current state but to obtain an estimate beforehand.  This was seconded by BB.  For = 11.  Against = 1 (SS).  Therefore motion carried.  It was agreed that MP and JY would be happy to meet with them at the time of inspection.
C
JY also informed the meeting that there is funding from the Football Foundation so this is another area that could be investigated.

4.0
Clerk/Treasurers Report

a) Correspondence received this month

	B
	South Cambridgeshire Traffic Management
Minutes from the meeting with the South Cambridgeshire Traffic Management had been sent to Councillors prior to the meeting and JDol noted that the minutes state they are pushing for road calming measures in Histon and Impington and would like to know why this does not apply to Bar Hill.  This question was posed to J Reynolds and he replied that the issues were different in Histon and Impington.  There is currently a consultation happening about a small area of land where the old road was located and this is the reason for road calming measures.

MS then asked again if a weight restriction could be put in place in streets such as Gladeside etc, but JR did not know the answer to this.  Therefore the Clerk would write to the County Council with this question. 


	C



	C
	Cam Sight

Cam Sight has once again written to the Parish Council requesting a donation towards the valuable work they do within the village of Bar Hill.  SJ proposed that the amount we donated last year (£100) be given again.  This was seconded by SS.  All in favour. 


	C


Accounts

b)
Outstanding Accounts for Approval

The Clerk went through the accounts for February.  The monthly expenditure report was proposed as a true record by MP and seconded by BW.  All in favour.  The Clerk went through the cheques to be paid in February and these were approved and proposed by JDean and seconded by JDol.  All in favour.

The correspondence and accounts are available to view

in the Parish Council Office, Hanover Close, Off Viking Way, Bar Hill
5.0
Chairs Report

The Willows – update.  SJ raised the point of the wooden fencing to the rear of the property that was put there originally to hide the air conditioning boxes.  Only one box is within the fence and two others remain open.  SJ would therefore like the Clerk to ask D Reynolds to contact the construction company to ask why these other two units were not fenced in.
C

6.0 
Reports

a) Residents Association (R Hall/B Waters)

The Residents Association has written a letter of objection to the VHMC with regard to being charged an extra £50 for the use of the village hall on Fete Day and also have been asked to pay before the event takes place.

They feel they should not be regarded as general hirers as the Village Hall will be open to the public in general, although they are quite happy, as in the past, to give a contribution after the event has taken place.

RH has asked the VHMC if they would be willing to stage the BBC’s “Any Questions” at some stage during the year, as this would be wonderful publicity for the village hall.

b) Village Hall Management Committee (M Pope)

MS asked MP how the village hall was fairing in this current climate and MP reported that the Village Hall was doing very well with many bookings for this year as well as 5 wedding receptions.

They have now had the answer back from HM Revenue and Customs and they will be allowed to de-register for VAT without having to pay back any past VAT refunds, so this will be done in the next few weeks.  Prices for hirers will be increased as of 1st March 2009 but due to VAT not now being charged this will make actual little difference to the fees.

The VHMC have grave concerns about the safety of the Scout Hut.  Iain Martin will be contacting SCDC with regard to having the building inspected on the grounds of health & safety.

A letter from Iain Martin was then read out with regard to them seeking permission to extend the patio area to the side of the village halI.  MP confirmed that this would be an ongoing project and would be worked on as and when extra funding was available to the village hall.  A plan that was attached was also inspected and concerns were given as to the access for wheelchairs users over the grass.

The Parish Council wished it to be minuted that they accepted the plans, in principle, for the changes but before full agreement was given the following would need to be addressed.
C

· Wheelchair access

· Chain link fencing would not be acceptable.  Other options to be looked at e.g. hedging instead of fencing should be investigated or a 1 metre high wooden fence with hedging growing on either side (a 1 metre fence does not need planning permission)

· JY also suggested that the VHMC ask members to sponsor a slab to bring in extra revenue.

c) Planning Committee (S Jenkins)

Having again looked at the plans for the road calming measures it was agreed that the Clerk would contact the County Council to clarify how many walls are to be built along the roadside as the plans seemed vague.  Also ask what colour and kind of brick should be used (in case the Parish Council feel they are able to have the work done by their own contractor).  MP proposed that once these answers have been received then we accept the quotation for the work and proceed with this project as soon as possible and this was seconded by BW.  All in favour.
C

BH asked who had the responsibility for allowing football games to be played on the village green when the state of the pitch was in question?  MP replied it was the responsibility of the Manager/Chair of the club and until now they have, he felt, acted responsibly in sending out emails to the Colts Team Managers to inform them if the pitch was too wet to play on.

d) Tesco Liaison (B Burrage)

Moira Rae-Jones has now gone on maternity leave and SS will let BB know the name of the person taking her place.

JDol said that some time ago it had been agreed that Tesco would be putting up plastic netting around the perimeter of the car park to stop litter from leaving the car park area and finding its way in to the residential area.  To date this has not been done and also the bus shelter has still not been repaired, although he had a letter from Tesco on 28th January 2008 saying it would be done.

BB proposed that we again write to head office with our issues and inform them of the things that have still not been done and this was seconded by SJ.  All in favour.
C
e) Environment Committee (M Duce)


No meeting this month so no report was given.

f) School Governors Report (B Waters)

Their recent OFSTED report was very good and they are getting on with their recommended action plan.  The SAT’s for years 3 and 4 have now been discontinued but have been replaced with a new test.

They are currently building a Children’s Centre and this will be a Drop-In Centre for a breakfast and after-school club.  Also the Safer Schools Initiative is still on the agenda. 

g) South Cambridgeshire District Council (R Hall)

RH reported that people impersonating council staff have been going around villages and giving people on-the-spot fines.  This is nothing to do with the council and people must be made aware of this current scam to extort money from innocent people.

The Council Tax for 2009/10 is being finalised this week.

h) Cambridgeshire County Council (J Reynolds)

The pricing for the road calming measures around the perimeter road and signage was discussed with JR as the Parish Council felt that the signs they have permitted were too vague and confusing and also there were just too many of them, although the County Council had informed the Clerk, by email, that the signs were statutory and were non-negotiable.  It was agreed that the Parish Council would like to meet again to discuss the signs and JR agreed to contact David Lines department.
C

Also JR informed the meeting that Highways will be getting round to mending the many potholes in the road that have occurred due to the adverse weather we have had this winter.  It will take some time but they will all get done.  If potholes are seen then they should be noted and the Highways informed so these can be put on their list.

In 3 weeks Highways have done 70 runs of gritting the road, which is more than for the whole year.  A request has been made to Central Government for additional money for gritting the roads to help in the more rural areas of the county, which may include some footpaths.

i) Community Safety (K Mahoney)
Police report for Bar Hill, Dry Drayton, Boxworth and Lolworth 18th January - 19th February

There have been 115 incidents reported within the last month.  This has only increased by 5 incidents from the month before.  There were 3 drive offs from Lolworth and Tesco and also 3 thefts from vehicles in Hollytrees, the services at Boxworth and the petrol station at Tesco.

Due to the snow we have had a large number of rowdy/nuisance incidents reported where children have been throwing snowballs!! These are included in the total of twelve incidents reported this month in Viking way, Robin Close, Appletrees, Menzies Hotel, The Services, Tesco, High Street, Dry Drayton and a large party was causing a disturbance at The Brambles two incidents were reported. 

Also there have been a number of calls from a resident in Appletrees where they are experiencing problems with two vehicles meeting there and dropping litter.  One report of criminal damage at The Services and one shoplifting incident at Tesco.  Two reports of vehicle nuisance in Tesco car park.  One burglary in The High Street, Dry Drayton.


7.0
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION

Health and Safety - JDol wished to have it minuted that he fully backed the Health & Safety executive, even though they come in for a great deal of criticism, as they have been very helpful for workplace practices. 

Horse Box in Appletrees – It has been reported that a large horsebox has appeared in Appletrees and the owners have taken it away from their property, after complaints, and have started parking it close to the Appletrees entrance.  The Clerk is already aware of this and will be writing with the details to the police for them to have it removed.
C

Date of Next Meeting - There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.55pm.  The next full Parish Council Meeting will take place on Thursday 19th March 2009 at 7.00 p.m. in the Parish Council Office.

Signed …………………………………………………..(Chair)
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