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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Meeting

Held in The Parish Council Office

at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 19 March 2009


ACTION


1.0     Present: 
M Sellars
Chair
(MS)


L Baffa
Clerk
(LB)


B Burrage
Councillor
(BB)


J Dean
Councillor
(JDe)


J Doland
Councillor
(JDo)


M Duce
Councillor
(MD)


B Gillinder
Councillor
(BG)


B Howard
Councillor
(BH)


S Jenkins 
Vice-Chair
(SJ)


M Pope
Councillor
(MP)


S Spence
Councillor
(SS)


B Waters
Councillor
(BW)


J York
Councillor
(JY)


R Hall
District Councillor


J Reynolds
County Councillor

Apologies: 
None


2.0
To Approve Minutes of Parish Council Meeting on 19th February 2009:-

The Minutes for the Parish Council Meeting held on 19h February 2009 were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by SS and seconded by JDean.  All in favour.

2.1
To Approve Minutes of Special Meeting on 19th February 2009:-

The Minutes for the Special Meeting also held on 19th February 2009 were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by MP and seconded by BG.  All in favour.

3.0
Matters Arising

Skate Park Funding – SJ reported that she has not got any further with her enquiries, although some of the young people have contacted her but as yet have not organised a meeting with her and Jon Butler.  BH suggested that SJ contact Claire Thorby as she has more contact with the young people of the village.  When SJ emails Jon Butler with any further information BW suggested that she copies Claire Thorby in to the email.

Village Green Drainage – MP reported that he had met with Brookfield Groundcare (The Clerk has also requested a report and quotation for works to be done on the village green by Brookfield Groundcare) and he spoke with them at length.  They suggested that pipes should be laid parallel along the green and then to run straight to the ditch.

The Clerk then read out the email from J York where he suggested that the Cambridge FA would be able to contribute towards any surveys that we have done.  The Clerk had a survey carried out in 2002 with the National Playing Fields Association and she gave a copy of this report to Brookfield Groundcare along with copies of the plans of where the existing drainage is located on the village green.

4.0
Clerk/Treasurers Report

a) Correspondence received this month

	B
	Residents various concerns

An email has been received from a resident requesting that the following be looked at

The Tesco trolley reported to you 3 weeks and 5 days ago is still in the stream. It appears that SCDC is not really interested despite all your efforts.  The Clerk replied that the trolley that was reported had been taken out but there has since been a new trolley put in the stream.

The banks and streambed where the trolley is sited are starting to fill with debris, logs, bottles, plastic bags, road cones etc.  The Clerk will put this on her complaint list and have the handyman take this debris out of the stream.

The same area is well overgrown with brambles and other vegetation.  The Clerk reported that the vegetation is due to be done in April, as it is done every spring.
The banks of the stream are still collapsing.  The Clerk reported that this is an ongoing project and Brookfield Groundcare will be inspecting the area with a view to reinforce the area concerned.
There is still no sign of the sluice gates being repaired/replaced or water barrier being installed.  The Clerk had already explained to the resident that this subject had been put on the back burner whilst the new Information Centre was being built.  Now this is completed she will be putting this project on to the top of her agenda.

	C

C

C

C

C

	C
	Hanover Housing Salt Bins

At our last meeting it had been agreed that the Parish Council would place the spare salt bin in a location close to Hanover Housing and that we would arrange for our handyman to spread the salt whenever the weather was bad.


	

	D
	Email from resident with regard to Wind Turbines

MS explained to the meeting that she had a meeting with this resident last week and was able to answer his queries with regard to the above.  He had also had a reply from SCDC with regard to the approval given for the wind turbines to be erected on the Tesco site.  The resident in question was in attendance at this meeting and he was informed that when the Parish Council objected to the wind turbines the reason given was because of the noise pollution and also visual impact.  JDol felt this was the reason that conditions had been attached to the approval and as a resident of Robin Close he will be closely monitoring the noise and will inform SCDC immediately if he feels Tesco has breached the conditions of the permission. 


	

	F
	Holiday At Home

Once again this year the Holiday At Home will be taking place during April and, as last year, they have requested a donation towards the cost of the annual outing for the elderly residents of Bar Hill.  SJ proposed that we give £100 and this was seconded by JDean.  All in favour.


	C

	G
	Email from Cricket Club

An email has been received from the Cricket Club asking if the Parish Council would give a ruling on the playing of football and cricket matches on the village green, where on the rare occasions dates may clash.  This was discussed at length and it was agreed that a letter would be sent informing them that we hope that any problems could be dealt with between the two committee’s but if agreement could not be reached then to come back to the Parish Council.


	C

	H
	Safer Cycling to Cambridge

An email has been received from the Chair of Dry Drayton Parish Council asking if he could attend one of our Parish Council meetings to discuss this issue as they are trying to get a steering group together to have a cycle route in to Cambridge from Dry Drayton without having to use the A14.  It was agreed that we would invite him to our next meeting in April so this subject can be discussed further.


	C


Accounts

b)
Outstanding Accounts for Approval

The Clerk went through the accounts for March.  The monthly expenditure report was proposed as a true record by BH and seconded by MD.  All in favour.  The Clerk went through the cheques to be paid in March and these were approved and proposed by BB and seconded by BG.  All in favour.

The correspondence and accounts are available to view

in the Parish Council Office, Hanover Close, Off Viking Way, Bar Hill
5.0
Chairs Report

The Willows – update.  MS announced that the lease for the new tenants has now been signed and she will put a piece in the Bar Hill News informing residents of the new tenants, the length of the lease and the rent they will be paying to the Parish Council.

The Clerk had a conversation with the tenants and they have asked for an outside tap to be put on the outside of the building.  MP proposed that although the Parish Council had no objection to the tenant having an outside tap installed, it would have to be paid for by the tenant and not the Parish Council as this was never in the original agreement.  If they decide to have a tap installed then they must ensure that it has an isolator.  This was seconded by BW.  For = 11.  Against = 1 (JDol).  Therefore motion carried.  The Clerk will write to the tenants informing them of our decision. 
C

6.0 
Reports

a) Community Safety (K Mahoney)
There have been nine crimes reported in the past month, which include two making off without payment from Tesco petrol filling station.  Two thefts, a chainsaw was stolen from a house in Watermead and a gaming machine at Swavesey services was broken in to and cash taken.

Two thefts from vehicles in Pheasant Rise and at the Crematorium and also one altercation between two drivers at the Tesco petrol filling station.  There have been 93 incidents reported in the last month.  Nine of these are the crimes I have mentioned above. When the control room receives a call it is initially recorded as an incident.

There has been four road traffic collisions, Boxworth, Scotland Road Dry Drayton, Swavesey services and Crafts Way Bar Hill.  Two making off without payment from the services at Swavesey.  Also there were two abandoned vehicles in Gladeside and Trafalgar way.  Three reports of vehicle nuisance in Appletrees and one stolen motor vehicle in Partridge Drive.  Finally there were five reports of rowdy/nuisance in Dry Drayton, three at the primary school Dry Drayton and one at the Swavesey services.


b) Residents Association (MS)

The fete is the main agenda item at present and this has an international theme to include music, costumes and cookery competition.  There is a new member to the Residents Association who is Ben Gallagher and he will be running the photography on fete day.  Also the new website is up and running.

c) Village Hall Management Committee (M Pope)

The accounts for last month was looked at and although there has been a lot of expense last month, the gas and electric have been paid up in full so the Management Committee can de-register for VAT, things are still very healthy.  Bookings are at a record level which is very good news.  The Management Committee are looking at splitting the kitchen and bar area to enable hirers to have the option of kitchen facilities as well as a bar (at present the bar is being run from the kitchen, so no food can be prepared if a bar is being offered). 

Iain Martin has contacted SCDC with regard to having Environmental Health coming to visit the Scout Hut but they were not very helpful.  They informed him that the owners of the building would need to contact them.  The Parish Council has written to the Scout Leader several times but has never had a response.

MP suggested that he will visit the Scout Hut some time next week when they are in session and will ask them for the name and contact address and number so the information can be passed on to SCDC.  Also a letter will then be sent informing them that the water will be cut off if no response is received.  R Hall agreed to contact the relevant department on our behalf. 

d) Planning Committee (S Jenkins)

Due to no meeting there was nothing to report.

e) Tesco Liaison (B Burrage)

Nothing further to report although the Clerk informed the meeting that she has written to head office asking for the bus stop to be repaired as asked for in January 2008.

f) Environment Committee (M Duce)


Due to no meeting there was nothing to report.

g) School Governors Report (B Waters)

The meeting is next week so there is nothing to report at present.

h) South Cambridgeshire District Council (R Hall)

Council Tax – The increase in council tax this year is 4.5%.  This is because the government grant to SCDC will be 0.5% with last year’s having been only 0.4% this is putting severe strain on council finances.  The increase in government grant will be one of the worst in the country

Planning Appeal Process – The new householder appeals service will go live on 6th April and will bring a quicker, more proportionate appeals service to residents, many of whom find the current process confusing and lengthy.

Bin Collection – SJ mentioned that over the last few weeks she has been watching the bin collection taking place and noticed an operative going through the bins, taking out the rubbish on the top, putting it in bins that are not so full but the bin that the rubbish taken from it is being left, sometimes still with a couple of bags in the bottom.  Also when this happens with the green bin, some debris is dropped on the ground and is left and this week she confronted him with a dustpan and brush and insisted he pick it up.  RH and BW agreed to investigate.

i) Cambridgeshire County Council (J Reynolds)

There is a passenger survey looking at bus satisfaction.  Real time is being looked at but before this can go ahead all buses have to be electronically monitored that will feed to a satellite which can then pick up the location of the bus at any time.  Also school preferences were briefly discussed.

7.0
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION

Incorrect mailing address - MD reported that he has been getting mail for an address in Gladeside, Cambridge and after speaking with Royal Mail they have informed him that there is a street with the same name in Cambridge.  This has also been the case for Foxhollow, Cambourne.  They will look at the possibility of changing the names, as these are new estates.

Street Signs – BH asked if the Clerk has got any further with the street numbering signs.  She replied that this would be looked at next month, once the new financial year is upon us, as she already has several signs that could be renumbered so we would not have to have new signs made.
C
Skate Park – JDol wished to inform the meeting that a few days ago when walking past the Skate Park a taxi pulled up and four young people got out and JDol asked where they had come from.  They replied they were all from Kings Lynn and they come to the Bar Hill skate park because it is one of the best in East Anglia. 

Grass Verges

MS reported that she had a letter come in to the Bar Hill News with regard to the state of the grass verge opposite the bus stop on the flyover.  MS suggested that large stones could be placed along the verge to deter lorries from doing a u-turn; she has already been in contact with a company in Fen Drayton that supply stones at a cost of £80 delivered.

MS had also spoken with SCDC with regard to the responsibility of this area as it does not appear to be in the ownership of the Parish Council but they informed her that it was within our jurisdiction to keep the village in a good state of repair.  Therefore MS proposed that the Planning Committee take on this project with a site visit at our next Planning meeting so the meeting will commence at the bus stop at 1.30pm next Thursday.
C
Selling of cars in the village

MS has been in contact with Chris Bradley of SCDC with regard to the cars being sold on land at the entrance to the village.  The landowner is County Council and the Clerk has already been in contact with them but they have just referred her letter back to SCDC.  

However, Mr Bradley suggested having drop-down bollards put in at this location and Anglia Water and the Parish Council could then keep a set of keys for emergencies.  Again MS proposed that whilst site visiting the bus stop at the next Planning Committee meeting we also take a walk and look at this area.
C

SPARC

This subject has been brought up once again because they have still not paid their ground rent for the last three years.  MS proposed a letter be sent to SPARC as soon as possible outlining the terms of the lease agreement and they are in breach of this agreement.  This was seconded by SJ.  For = 11.  Against = 1 (BB).  Therefore the motion was carried.
C

Date of Next Meeting - There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.30pm.  The next full Parish Council Meeting will take place on Thursday 16th April 2009 at 7.00 p.m. in the Parish Council Office.  The Annual Parish Meeting will also be taking place on Thursday 23rd April at 7.30pm at the Octagon site.

Signed …………………………………………………..(Chair)
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