[image: image1.png]



Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Meeting

Held in The Parish Council Office

at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 16 April 2009


ACTION


1.0     Present: 
M Sellars
Chair
(MS)


L Baffa
Clerk
(LB)


B Burrage
Councillor
(BB)


J Doland
Councillor
(JDo)


M Duce
Councillor
(MD)


B Howard
Councillor
(BH)


S Jenkins 
Vice-Chair
(SJ)


M Pope
Councillor
(MP)


S Spence
Councillor
(SS)


J York
Councillor
(JY)


R Hall
District Councillor

Apologies: 
J Dean
Councillor
(JDe)



B Gillinder
Councillor
(BG)


B Waters
Councillor
(BW)


J Reynolds
County Councillor

2.0
To Approve Minutes of Parish Council Meeting on 19th March 2009:-

The Minutes for the Parish Council Meeting held on 19h March 2009 were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by BB and seconded by SJ.  All in favour.

2.1
Visitors to meeting

Scout Group

Three members of the Scout Group attended the meeting to discuss issues that have arisen with regard to the state of the Scout Hut and the water rates that are owed to the Village Hall.  Andy Bendon the Scout Leader, Andy Evans the Chair of the new committee and Mr Andrews who is the District Manager.

Andy Bendon attended a meeting in June of last year and at that time he assured us that funding was available for the refurbishment of the building and he was asked how the fund raising was going to date.  He replied that although funding was available they could not access the funding until they had a lease.  Obviously as the building does not belong to the Parish Council a lease could not be given for this but the Parish Council would be prepared to investigate issuing a lease for the land that the building stands on.

Andy was pleased with the progress of the Scout Group since we last met as at that time there was no committee and the group was not led in a very organised manner.  Now, however, there is a full committee and the group now has regulated activities.

MS asked why no replies had been received to our various letters over the last 6 months and he replied that he had not received any of these letters.

The issue of the use of water was brought up and MP informed them that there would be a meeting on Monday 20th April and they would be attending this meeting to try and find a solution to the water problem.  The Village Hall Management Committee had already suggested that a contribution towards the water would be acceptable and MS suggested that they should sort out this problem in the first instance and once this has been done we would be happy to look at a lease for the land.

To enable them to spruce up the existing building they will be having many fund raising activities in the coming months and this should enable them to do some repairs to the building such as the roof and to paint the outside, which they hope will be done in time for the annual fete.

SJ then asked that if the building was not used would they be able to use another building such as the Octagon or the SPARC building but they replied that they would need their own dedicated building because of the amount of storage needed for tents, equipment etc.  They have 20-30 young people at any one time now in the Scout Group.

MS said that it would be beneficial if they kept in touch with the Parish Council so we know what is going and reiterated what the next step would be:

Step 1 = Visit the Village Hall Management Committee and sort out the water issues.

Step 2 = Email the Parish Council to inform them of the outcome

Step 3 = The Parish Council will look in to the possibility of a lease for the land.

Dry Drayton Parish Council

At this stage Dr Nick Irish, the Chair of Dry Drayton Parish Council came to speak with us about the possibility of creating a new cycle path to Cambridge.  The Parish Council agreed with Dr Irish that we would fully support this project and MS informed him that she had put a piece in the Bar Hill News about a new cycleway and the response was very positive from our residents, all of whom said they would use a new cycleway.

They are being very pro-active with this project but unfortunately some of the land proposed for the cycleway passes through university land but support from other Parish Councils would help a great deal.  Dr Irish thanked the Parish Council for their time and support and left the meeting.

3.0
Matters Arising

Skate Park Funding – MS reported that there are grants available from WREN for projects such as this although we must put forward a detailed project by June of this year and we would not know whether successful until at least October of this year.  There are two types of grant, one for up to £50k or a smaller grant for up to £15k.  In both cases three quotes would be needed and obviously this all takes time.

First we must decide what we wish to do, go for the larger or smaller grant.  Then obtain three quotes.  Finally complete the application form and then wait for their decision.

Jon Butler (Youth Leader) informed us that there is a great deal of funding available through the Youth Bank (SCDC) and he has undertaken a large project with the young people of the village to obtain this funding but again this could take 9-12 months to access.

MS informed the meeting that we now have £6k in the Skate Park budget and there was a great deal of activity at the park over the Easter break.  MS felt that a decision has to be made on whether to spend the budget in the interim in order to make the area safe.

MP felt that we may have a better chance of securing the smaller grant of up to £15k and in the meantime should spend the budget on making essential repairs to the park.  The Park could then be categorised in stages, stage 1 having been the repairs that we make, the second stage could then be the work carried out with the grant which could include the replacement of some ramps and further repair of others.  Therefore MP proposed that we make surface repairs up to health and safety standards and this was seconded by SJ.  All in favour.

C
Further to this proposal MP then proposed that we apply to WREN for the smaller grant scheme of up to £15k for major repairs and that amount to include fencing, parking etc and this was seconded by SJ.  All in favour.


C

It was agreed that MW Property Services would need to itemise in priority the structural work needed and supply a quotation for this work.  We will then need to get two further quotations to send with the application form.


C


Village Green Drainage – MS reported that she had spoken with Mr Jim Hill of the Football Foundation who confirmed that a possible 50% of the cost for the drainage could be met by the Football Foundation on condition that a full survey was carried out.  This would cost in the region of £600.  We would then need to get three quotations based on the survey.

A detailed discussion then took place on the drainage with the Clerk reading out the full quotation from Brookfield Ground care who had itemised each part of the project.  The total amount came to £1,745 and MP proposed that we accept the quotation of Brookfield Ground care for the job to be done as and when acceptable to both Football and Cricket Clubs.  This was seconded by BB.  All in favour.  The clerk will give the details of the Football and Cricket Club to Brookfield Ground care when sending the Purchase Order.

C

Recycling of light bulbs and batteries - Some time ago the Clerk had written to SCDC asking if it was possible for them to supply a recycling facility for used light bulbs and batteries.  A reply has now been received informing the Parish Council that they have no plans to introduce this facility due to the safety aspect and collection boxes would have to be put somewhere safe such as in-store.  However JDol has now spoken to SCDC who informed him about the secure area needed.  He has since written to Tesco head office and they are taking this in to consideration.

4.0
Clerk/Treasurers Report

a) Correspondence received this month

	A
	County Council – Summer Reading Challenge

A letter has been received from Richard Young of the Cambridgeshire Library section of the County Council once again requesting a donation to help towards the annual Summer Reading Challenge that takes place in Bar Hill Library.  As previously done SJ proposed that a donation of £60 be given and this was seconded by JDol.  All in favour.


	C

	D
	Sustainable Parish Energy Partnership

An email on this subject was sent through BW and on reading the documentation MS felt that a committee was needed to spearhead this subject in to the future of this village, as many other villages are now taking this subject on board.  MS suggested that Pat Ryan and Nick Richardson could create a committee and this group could then sign up to the Parish Energy Partnership.


	C

	F
	Receipt of an anonymous letter

An anonymous letter has been received and the contents of which have been noted.  The letter has now been filed to await the writer’s identity so that a reply can be sent.


	


Accounts

b)
Outstanding Accounts for Approval

The Clerk went through the accounts for April.  The monthly expenditure report was proposed as a true record by BH and seconded by MP.  All in favour.  The Clerk went through the cheques to be paid in April and these were approved and proposed by BB and seconded by JY.  All in favour.

The correspondence and accounts are available to view

in the Parish Council Office, Hanover Close, Off Viking Way, Bar Hill
5.0
Chairs Report

The Willows – Now this project has been completed MS proposed that this could be taken off the main agenda.

6.0 
Reports

a) Cambridgeshire County Council (J Reynolds)

Due to his absence there was no report

b) Community Safety (K Mahoney)
No report was sent for this month.

c) Residents Association (R Hall)

The Residents Association meeting will be held next week, although it was reported that the new website is about to be launched.

d) Village Hall Management Committee (M Pope)

No report as the meeting has not held been held. 

e) Planning Committee (S Jenkins)

The Clerk mentioned the subject of a new bus shelter at the entrance to Field View as she has now had prices back and also Andy Kars and the Cambridge Building Society have been in contact to possibly give us financial sponsorship.  This subject will be brought up again at the next Planning Committee meeting.
C
BH brought up the subject of fly posting on the lampposts around the village and it was confirmed that if a group seek permission beforehand it is usually given although they are asked to take down the posters immediately after the event.  BH was therefore given permission to take down any posters that were out of date.  JDol had spoken with Matt Pickering of the County Council and he said that it was within our powers to remove any unsightly posters.

f) Tesco Liaison (B Burrage)

The Clerk reported that the letter she had sent with regard to the bus shelter needing repair has still not been answered.

g) Environment Committee (M Duce)


Due to no meeting there was nothing to report.

h)
School Governors Report (B Waters)

In the absence of BW, MS reported that she has been invited to an evening at the school to meet with Hungarian and German parents and she was happy to accept the invitation on behalf of the Parish Council.

i)
South Cambridgeshire District Council (R Hall)

RH reported that he had several residents complaining of a “dawn feast” to the rear of Gladeside/Acorn Ave with several young people drinking and being noisy in the early hours of the morning over the Easter period.

The following morning the area was strewn with litter and a bench had appeared.  The local residents cleared the area up and a piece will be put in the Bar Hill News about this incident.

MP asked about the future of Northstowe and although RH replied that this is still in early stages, he feels it will go ahead as more land had been requested for further housing over the next decade.

JDol asked if the wind turbines, once installed, would be monitored from the outset and RH replied that that the turbines will be monitored for noise at all times.

7.0
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION

Trees/Hedging – MS reported that she had a conversation with Lorraine Silk recently where she had asked for a replanting scheme to be done in Acorn Avenue where several trees were felled some years ago.  MS asked that the Environment Committee should take this up and they agreed to look at this for the next meeting.
C
Dry Drayton Cycleway - It was reported that the wooden gate by the cycleway to Dry Drayton has been damaged and needs to be cemented back in to the ground.  The Clerk will arrange for this to be done, although they are technically the responsibility of the County Council, as they had the cycleway installed.
C
Potholes – This was briefly discussed and the Clerk reported that the County Council had assured her that all damaged areas would be done as soon as resources allow.

Cambridge Evening News – JDol felt there was a lack of communication where Bar Hill events were concerned.  There used to be “resident journalist” who frequently put in articles on behalf of Bar Hill but this stopped some time ago.  The Clerk volunteered to be that “journalist” and will contact the Cambridge Evening News editor to establish how she goes about putting in articles.
C
Date of Next Meeting - There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.55pm.  The next full Parish Council Meeting will take place on Thursday 21st May 2009 at 7.00 p.m. in the Parish Council Office.  

Signed …………………………………………………..(Chair)
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