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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Meeting

Held in The Parish Council Office

at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 21 May 2009


ACTION


1.0     Present: 
M Sellars
Chair
(MS)


L Baffa
Clerk
(LB)


J Dean
Councillor
(JDe)


J Doland
Councillor
(JDo)


B Gillinder
Councillor
(BG)


B Howard
Councillor
(BH)


S Jenkins 
Vice-Chair
(SJ)


M Pope
Councillor
(MP)


S Spence
Councillor
(SS)


B Waters
Councillor
(BW)


J York
Councillor
(JY)


R Hall
District Councillor


J Reynolds
County Councillor


Apologies: 
B Burrage
Councillor
(BB)



M Duce
Councillor
(MD)

Visitor to the meeting

Lynda Martyn of Central Library attended this evenings meeting to discuss the new opening times for Bar Hill Library in line with the Central Library in Cambridge re-opening in the summer.

Whilst Cambridge Central Library has been closed the opening hours at Bar Hill Library were extended as follows:-

Monday
9.00 - 6.00

Tuesday
Closed

Wednesday
9.00 - 7.00

Thursday
9.00 - 6.00

Friday
9.00 - 7.00

Saturday
9.30 - 5.00
Total hours 44.5

Over the last couple of years the library sessions between 6pm and 7pm have proved less popular and staff and customers have experienced some anti-social behaviour during these later sessions.  As a result a decision was made to close the library earlier, open an extra morning session, which customers have been asking for and also introduce a session on a Tuesday.  Therefore the new opening times will be as follows:-

Monday
10.00 - 12.30 and 2.30 - 5.30

Tuesday
2.30-5.30

Wednesday
10.00 - 12.30 and 2.30 - 7.00

Thursday
10.00 - 12.30 and 2.30 - 5.30

Friday
2.30 - 5.30

Saturday
9.30 - 1.00
Total hours 27.5

The decision to review the opening hours at Bar Hill was as a result of previous comments from customers and staff, a review of the busiest times in the library and in preparation for when the staff is withdrawn from Bar Hill to be put back in to Cambridge Central Library.  These new times will be implemented from Monday 15th June 2009.

The Parish Council was in agreement with the new hours and was happy that the library would be open 6 days a week.

At this stage Harry attended the meeting and informed to Council that last Tuesday he had been threatened with a physical attack after three young people entered the library and started messing around in the library whilst it was closed.  Harry had to leave his post behind the counter to try and get them to leave the premises.  Once they had left the police were called and later in the afternoon two of the young people came back to apologise.

The Council were very sorry to hear of this problem and felt that as Harry knew the young people involved then a prosecution should take place to deter any further trouble in the future.  Also it was agreed that with the Library being about to reopen 6 days a week this should hopefully stop this sort of problem happening in the future.

2.0
To Elect Chair and Vice-Chair for the forthcoming year

There were no new nominations so SJ proposed that MS stand as Chairperson for a further year and this was seconded by MP.  All in favour.  There were no new nominations so MS proposed that SJ stand as Vice-Chairperson for a further year and this was seconded by JDean.  All in favour.  Both Councillors accepted with thanks.

2.1
To Approve Minutes of Parish Council Meeting on 16th April 2009:-

The Minutes for the Parish Council Meeting held on 16h April 2009 were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by JDol and seconded by MP.  All in favour.

3.0
Matters Arising

Scout Group – This matter will be discussed under the Village Hall Management Committee report as the Scout Group were asked to attend their last meeting to sort out their issues with the water.

Skate Park – This subject was briefly discussed.  The Skate Park has now been fully repaired to a very high standard and the Parish Council was very happy with the results.  D J Reynolds has also submitted a full specification for works to be carried out in the future to enable the Parish Council to obtain quotations to put with the bid for extra funding.

4.0
Clerk/Treasurers Report

a) Correspondence received this month

	D
	Big Lunch

A letter had been received from the County Council with an initiative called The Big Lunch whereby village streets in Cambridgeshire can organise a street lunch with their neighbours on Sunday 19th July 2009.  It was noted however that the Police would not be involved in getting streets shut off for these events and it would be up to the individuals to police street closures with prior permission from the County Council.

 
	

	E
	Government Empty Housing Policy

This subject was briefly discussed as J Dol wished to know what the feelings were of SCDC where it came to the empty housing policy.  BW replied that she would find the answer and comment at the next meeting.
	


Accounts

b)
Outstanding Accounts for Approval

Accounts - The Clerk went through the accounts for May.  The monthly expenditure report was proposed as a true record by MP and seconded by BG.  All in favour.  The Clerk went through the cheques to be paid in May and these were approved and proposed by SJ and seconded by JDol.   All in favour.

Litter Collection - The Clerk wished it to be noted that she has had an annual bill for the litter collection, which totals £3,566.34 + VAT.  In the past this has been paid quarterly and felt that as we do not receive our precept from SCDC annually but in two half yearly payments, we should not have to pay our litter collection bill annually and in advance.  JDean proposed that we write and inform them that we wish to pay either quarterly or half yearly and await their reply.  This was seconded by JY.  All in favour.
C
Skate Park – The Clerk presented the invoice for the repairs to the Skate Park along with photographs of the work done.  SJ proposed that this bill be paid in full and this was seconded by JDean.  All in favour.

The correspondence and accounts are available to view

in the Parish Council Office, Hanover Close, Off Viking Way, Bar Hill
5.0
Chairs Report

Review of Policy Documents – Only one policy document was reviewed and this was the policy for dealing with persistent complainants.  The Clerk informed the meeting that she has had no cause to use this policy but was sure that it would work if needed.  Therefore it was signed off as unchanged.

6.0 
Reports

a) South Cambridgeshire District Council (R Hall)


At the Annual Council Meeting, Charles Nightingale from Shelford was elected Chairman and Tony Orgee from the Abingtons Vice-Chair.  Pending the agreement of the Residents Association Committee R Hall has asked Cllr Nightingale to open the Bar Hill Fete on 4th July.  Also Ray Manning was elected Leader of the Council.  Parish Councillors (about 12 at a time) will be invited to a series of get-togethers at Cambourne during the next few months to meet officers and cabinet members in order to improve relations and understanding between Parish and District Councils.


R Hall has been elected Vice-Chair of the Licencing Committee and Constitutional Working Party and a member of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee (representing the committee on the county-wide Health & Social Care Scrutiny Committee) and Standards Committee.  B Waters was elected a member of the Scrutiny Committee and Electoral Arrangements Committee.


The Council wrote off 743 debts last year for rent, council tax and non-domestic rates arrears totalling £312,284.  IN all categories this was less than 1% of the amount charged.  This rate of collection is one of the best in the country.

The Council has established a Community Chest with small amounts of money being made available to village organisations.  The tenant ballot as to whether its council hosing should be transferred for a not-for-profit housing association is underway.  The results should be known in early June.

The Overview and Scrutiny Committee’s investigation into Orchard Park (Arbury) us in line for a national award as an example of the best use of scrutiny resources.  What do you think about the South Cambs magazine?  An online survey is underway but you can express your opinions by other means.

b) Cambridgeshire County Council (J Reynolds)

JR informed the meeting that at present here is nothing much to report other than the local and European elections taking place on 4th June.  There will be a meeting with the Highways Agency to discuss the A14 improvements soon after the elections have taken place.  JR will be bringing up Side Road Orders and he should have answers by the middle of June.  Also there is noise and pollution impact and this is an issue for Girton in particular.

MS informed JR about the meeting that took place between the Planning Committee, Matt Pickering and Mike Oakman of Highways Division to discuss the issues we have with regard to the entrance to the village and the sale of cars.  They have agreed that we can install bollards along the highway, the Parish Council paying for the purchase of the bollards and the Highways Division paying for the labour to install them on our behalf.

The new Gladeside sign has now been erected and seems to be having the desired effect.  It was agreed that the Clerk would write to David Lines and thank him for the signs and to let him know that it seems to be making a difference at this time.
C

It has been noted that due to the recession there has been a reduction in HGV’s on our main road by at least 20%.

BH asked about potholes and JR replied that most have now been filled and they are on track to having the remainder done in the next couple of months.

c) Community Safety (K Mahoney)
There was no report sent by our PCSO, however, BW proposed that we email Sergeant Paul Rodgerson about the incident at the Post Office and ask if the Parish Council can be kept informed of their progress on this matter.

JDol mentioned the Policing Pledge.  Apparently this is a nationwide pledge and JDol handed out a copy for information.

JDol and SJ had attended the Neighbourhood Panel meeting and it was noted that crime in general was down on the previous year although anti-social behaviour was slightly up.  Particular hotspots seemed to be Viking Way and Appletrees.  The priorities for the Police over the next three months will be tackling anti-social behaviour.

JDean informed the meeting about the email she received with regard to emergency calls from mobile phones where one could dial 112.  The Clerk will contact the Police to see if this number is correct. 
C

d) Residents Association (R Hall)

RH reported that the AGM will be held at the school on Friday 22nd May at 8,pm.  This year’s elections are being held at the Village Hall and not in the Octagon as in previous years.

e) Village Hall Management Committee (M Pope)

The accounts were summarised by MP and he reported that I Martin had secured a reduction in the utility bills by 30%.  Also due to the amount of work that I Martin has done within the Village Hall over the last year it had been agreed at their meeting for him to receive an honorarium to compensate as a caretaker role and £50 will be paid to him monthly.

MP also read the contents of the email he had sent to the Clerk with regard to the Scout Group and the possible lease.  The main points being as follows:

· The building (present structure or new build) should have its own utility metres installed for gas, water and electricity.

· The Scout Group should not sub let or hire the building for gain if it would be contrary to the interests of the Village Hall and their hirers.

· Any new build should only occupy an area no larger than the “footprint” of the existing building, unless approved by the Parish Council and Village Hall Management Committee.

· The Parish Council and Village Hall Management Committee should approve all plans for a new building.

· The terms of the lease shall be for 5 years renewable.

· The Village Hall Management Committee should incur no costs as a direct result of the granting of a lease to the Scout Group.

This subject was discussed at length and MS proposed that the Clerk will write to the Chairman of the Scout Group and inform him that we would consider granting a lease to them once they have agreed the terms of allowing the Parish Council to inspect their accounts, to agree a nominal ground rent of £10 per month, which will be paid quarterly direct into the Parish Council’s bank account and that all legal fees will be paid for by the Scout Group.  It will be emphasised that all this criteria is normal practice for the Parish Council when granting a lease on their land.
C

In the lease there should be a clause that the building will be replaced within 5 years and if this has not be done then the Parish Council will have the authority to demolish the building.  Also that any new building will be subject to the normal planning permission given on submission of suitable plans.  This was seconded by SJ.  All in favour.

SJ then proposed that any future correspondence with the Scout Group be either hand delivered or sent recorded delivery.  JDol added to the proposal that we investigate our legal rights on having the building removed.  This was seconded by BG.  All in favour.
C

f) Planning Committee (S Jenkins)

The contents of the Planning Committee minutes were briefly discussed and SJ informed the meeting that there would be no meeting on Thursday 28th May, so the previous minutes were proposed by SJ and seconded by BW.  All in favour.

g) Tesco Liaison (B Burrage)

Due to absence there was no report but the Clerk mentioned to the meeting that she has now received confirmation from SCDC that they had a meeting with Tesco and they have a Trolley Hotline.  In future when anyone sees a stray trolley around the village the number to ring is 01954 220767.  This will be put in to the next issue of the Bar Hill News.
C

h) Environment Committee (M Duce)


There was no meeting this month.

i)
School Governors Report (B Waters)

There was nothing to report.

7.0
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION

SS reported that a resident has moved out their fence on to Parish Council land to the rear of Appletrees.  The Clerk will site visit the area and investigate.
C

BG requested that the salt bin located at the end of Pheasant Rise be removed as it is being filled with rubbish.
C

JDol wished the Council to note that a recent ruling on vehicles being parked at junctions says that if they are parked less than 15 metres then they are classed as an obstruction and the police should be informed.

BH mentioned that he would be attending the Football Project AGM and will report back at the next meeting.

BW reported that an invitation would be sent in due course to give evidence for the transport of Cambridge.

The Clerk requested that the Parish Council office be redecorated now that we have been in office for over 5 years.

Date of Next Meeting - There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.55pm.  The next full Parish Council Meeting will take place on Thursday 18th June 2009 at 7.00 p.m. in the Parish Council Office.  

Signed …………………………………………………..(Chair)
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