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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Meeting

Held in The Parish Council Office

at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 18 June 2009


ACTION


1.0     Present: 
M Sellars
Chair
(MS)


L Baffa
Clerk
(LB)


B Burrage
Councillor
(BB)


J Doland
Councillor
(JDo)


M Duce
Councillor
(MD)


B Gillinder
Councillor
(BG)


B Howard
Councillor
(BH)


S Jenkins 
Vice-Chair
(SJ)


S Spence
Councillor
(SS)


B Waters
Councillor
(BW)


J Reynolds
County Councillor


Apologies: 
J Dean
Councillor
(JDe)



M Pope
Councillor
(MP)


J York
Councillor
(JY)


R Hall
District Councillor

2.0
To Approve Minutes of Parish Council Meeting on 21st May 2009:-

The Minutes for the Parish Council Meeting held on 21st May 2009 were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by BW and seconded by SJ.  All in favour.

3.0
Matters Arising

Litter Collection – The Clerk has now received a letter back from SCDC informing us that we have the option of paying the annual litter collection by direct debit.  It was felt that we should arrange this with the bank if possible as it was felt that it is unfair that we should have to pay in advance for a service that we have not yet received.
C

Post Office – The Clerk has written to the Police with regard to the incident that took place at the Post Office some weeks ago but has not yet had a reply.  It was agreed that some sort of security measures should be in place, such as screens, as the Postmaster should not be responsible for the Library when it is closed, however BW suggested that we find out the outcome of the incident before we look at ways of securing the premises.
C

Salt Bins – BH proposed that the bin that is currently in Pheasant Rise be relocated to a site near the All Weather Sports Pitch, as they would find this very useful.  They have already agreed to fill the bin at their own expense. This was agreed once the exact location has been established and this was seconded by BW.  All in favour. 
C

4.0
Clerk/Treasurers Report

a) Correspondence received this month

	C
	Quotation for Stream Work

Due to the current quotation being in excess of £8,000 it was agreed that the Clerk would obtain two further quotations for this work to be carried out.  Also she will ask the current contractor if the price can be reduced.  This is a matter of urgency as the work will need to be done during September/October and the Council is in recess during the month of August.


	C



	D
	Anglian Water – Access road close to Skate Park

A letter has been received from Anglian Water agreeing to place a “No Parking” sign at the entrance to the supply station close to the Skate Park, in the hope that this deters people from selling their vehicles on this piece of land.  However, it was agreed that the Clerk would write back to thank them for their help in this matter but inform them that yellow lines can be placed there without the permission of the Highways Agency as this is a private road.


	C

	E
	Domino – Lorry parking in Trafalgar Way

An email was received with regard to the continued problems the business users are experiencing with overnight lorry parking in the industrial area.  They have contacted the Traffic Management Department who have referred them back to the Parish Council.  It was therefore agreed that a letter would be sent to inform them that Trafalgar Way is not the responsibility of the Parish Council as it is a public highway and all land and roads are private property and although we sympathise with the problems the area in question is the responsibility of the business units.  It was also agreed that a copy of the email and reply letter would be sent to Alan Choat, of the Bar Hill Trade Association to see if he would like to help with their problem.


	C

	F
	SCDC – Housing Transfer Ballot

A letter has been received from SCDC with the ballot results for the transfer from the council to housing association.  The result being that housing currently the responsibility of SCDC will remain so.  This subject was then discussed at length and JDol felt that the leaflet sent to residents was very one-sided and did not reflect all angles of the debate reasonably. 


	

	H
	A14 Improvements- Ellington to Fen Ditton

An email has been received from John Clark of Costain Skansa asking permission to change Footpath No.7 from Bar Hill to Lolworth into a bridleway.  After a brief discussion BB proposed that we allow the changes and this was seconded by BW.  All in favour.


	C

	I
	RADSOC – Permission for advertising in the village

A letter has been received from the secretary of RADSOC asking for blanket permission to enable them to advertise their productions from time to time.  As this was a matter of policy this will be discussed under Chairs report.

  
	


Accounts

b)
Outstanding Accounts for Approval

Accounts - The Clerk went through the accounts for June.  The monthly expenditure report was proposed as a true record by BW and seconded by SS.  All in favour.  The Clerk went through the cheques to be paid in June and these were approved and proposed by BW and seconded by SJ.   All in favour.

The correspondence and accounts are available to view

in the Parish Council Office, Hanover Close, Off Viking Way, Bar Hill
5.0
Chairs Report

Policy for Advertising – In the SCDC quarterly magazine that is delivered to all residents there was an article called “Sign Of The Times” which dealt with the problem of fly posting and read as follows:  “South Cambs has recently been plagued by large yellow and black signs advertising secure storage space.  We’d like to remind businesses, community groups and the public that you must ask for advice and permission before erecting these and similar signs.

Fly posting and placards advertising services or events like concerts, socials or job opportunities are also illegal in certain circumstances.  If we trace the owner of an illegal poster, we can serve them with a notice to remove it and can also recover our costs.  If we cannot trace the owner, removal costs have to be met from council funds.

Putting signs or posters on or next to a road is also an offence.  You must have permission from the Highways Authority before attaching anything to signs or other street furniture such as bins, bollards or seating.  Anyone caught fly posting can be given a £75 fixed penalty notice.  We can also fine businesses or companies benefiting from illegal advertising.  Court prosecution is also an option, carrying a maximum fine of £2,500.  So before you advertise, call SCDC for advice on 03450 450063”.

It was agreed that the Clerk would reply to Mrs Avery and refer her to the article in question.  Also MS requested the Clerk write to the Highways Authority and ask if our fencing at the entrance to the village is classed as “next to the road” and also to contact SCDC and ask for further advice.  The new policy for posters will therefore be deferred to July.
C
6.0 
Reports

a)
School Governors Report (B Waters)

Literacy – Lessons were observed and were deemed as good.

Tracking of pupil progress – This has been carried out by the literacy and maths leaders with one to one coaching.  They were funded as part of a DCSF pilot scheme to provide coaching in literacy for 6 pupils who were deemed not to be likely to achieve.  The funding was to pay for 10 hours per pupil and 2 hours preparation time by the teacher.

SAT’s – The key stage 1 and 2 SAT’s are now completed.  Year 3 will only be doing SAT’s in maths this year as they will be using their APP skills to determine the progress made by pupils in reading and writing.  Year 5 will be doing all the optional SAT’s in preparation for next year which hopefully will be the last year of SAT’s.

International Dimensions – They hosted a successful visit for Hungarian and German visitors at the end of April and a DVD has been made by the children involved as a product of the successful international links.

b)
South Cambridgeshire District Council (BW)


Empty Houses – JDol brought up the subject of empty houses and BW confirmed that at present there are 70 empty homes in the region but within this criteria some are undergoing inspection and others are in need of repair before they can be occupied.


BW reported that at a meeting today there was a vote of no confidence in the Leader and Deputy Leader of the Council.  There were 22 votes for and 27 votes against so the motion fell.


JDol also requested further clarification on the article in the South Cambs magazine about what can and cannot be out in to green bins.  He felt the information was somewhat vague as it stated that only brown paper could be out in the bins and all other paper to be put in the boxes.  JDol wished to know what happens to shredded paper.  If this was put in to boxes the wind would blow it all over the village.


JDol also brought up the subject of an article in the magazine about community chest grants.  This grant had been highlighted by BW some time ago but the Clerk felt that as the maximum amount was only £1,000 this would not greatly benefit the Skate Park refurbishment as more funding was necessary.  Also he mentioned that Gamlingay had a new Skate Park that was funded by local groups and also grants from the District Council.  He feels that, as our District Councillors BW and RH should put pressure in SCDC for further funding.

c)
Cambridgeshire County Council (J Reynolds)

BH asked JR why the County Council were recently celebrating the Guided Bus Service, as it was so behind schedule.  JR replied that the main part of the system has now been finished and the remainder of the road will now be started that leads to the hospital.  The starting point at St Ives through to Milton Road will be opening by September of this year.

The Central Library was also discussed and this should now open by September 2009.

BB asked about the new road to the hospital and why work has stopped.  JR replied that the work has been done to the original plans and the remainder of the road was to be completed with funding from new houses that were to be built alongside the road.  However, due to the current downturn in the market this part of the scheme has fallen behind so there is now no funding to complete the road.  However, the County Council are looking at areas within their budget to find the funding to get this road completed as soon as possible.

JR also informed the meeting that the draft orders for the A14 improvements have been delayed so the draft orders will now be placed in the autumn, hopefully once all public inquiries are out of the way the road should start in 2011.

Lastly, JR thanked all that voted for him in the Council Elections, which was successful and he has the same portfolio as before but with the addition of performance.

d)
Community Safety (K Mahoney)
No report was given for this month.

e)
Residents Association (R Hall)

Nothing further to report other than the details of this year’s fete nearing completion.

f)
Village Hall Management Committee (B Burrage)

BB reported that no meeting took place this month due to the Chair and Treasurer being away on holiday, however the cheque that was received from the Scout Group, as a contribution towards their water usage, was returned.  Due to this development the Parish Council will defer pursuing their application for a lease until this payment has been completed.

g)
Planning Committee (S Jenkins)

Although no meeting took place this month the Clerk has now received back a quotation for bollards to be installed at the Skate Park site to deter vehicles being sold on County Council land.  The bollards in question were plastic and the Parish Council felt that we should obtain further quotes for wooden and concrete bollards before getting this project underway.  Therefore the Clerk will obtain prices before the next meeting.
C
h)
Tesco Liaison (B Burrage)

There is now a “Trolley Hotline” and this number has been put in the Bar Hill News for residents to call when trolleys are found around the village.  JDol also reported that hedging has been cut back along the car park in Gladeside, but has not been finished.

i)
Environment Committee (M Duce)


There was no meeting this month.

7.0
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION

Skate Park – The Clerk informed the meeting that the Play Inspector has requested another litterbin to be placed at the Skate Park.  The Clerk will obtain prices for the next Planning Meeting.
C

Grass Verges – BG reported that the grass verge, opposite the flyover bus stop, has been damaged again by turning vehicles.  The Clerk will contact the County Council once again.
C
Football Project – BH attended their AGM last month where it was reported that bookings are down due to the season, although it is still open for hire and the hockey club is still using the facility.  Some of the young people have spoken with BH about having it open for general use at all times but BH was informed that this has insurance implications and cannot be done.  Also the lights have now been adjusted and new goal posts have been purchased.

Farmhouse Event – This was well attended by the Parish Council who felt the evening was very successful.

Date of Next Meeting - There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.55pm.  The next full Parish Council Meeting will take place on Thursday 16th July 2009 at 7.00 p.m. in the Parish Council Office.  

Signed …………………………………………………..(Chair)
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