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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Meeting

Held in The Parish Council Office

at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 17 September 2009


ACTION


1.0     Present: 
M Sellars
Chair
(MS)


L Baffa
Clerk
(LB)


B Burrage
Councillor
(BB)


J Dean
Councillor
(JDe)


J Doland
Councillor
(JDo)


M Duce
Councillor
(MD)


B Gillinder
Councillor
(BG)


S Jenkins 
Vice-Chair
(SJ)


M Pope
Councillor
(MP)


S Spence
Councillor
(SS)


J York
Councillor
(JY)


R Hall
District Councillor

Apologies: 
B Howard
Councillor
(BH)



B Waters
Councillor
(BW)


J Reynolds
County Councillor

2.0
To Approve Minutes of Parish Council Meeting on 16th July 2009:-

The Minutes for the Parish Council Meeting held on 16th July 2009 were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by MP and seconded by SJ.  All in favour.

3.0
Matters Arising

Perimeter road brick walls – Although the Clerk sent for 4 quotations only one has been received back, after a brief discussion SJ proposed that we go ahead with the quotation from Iain Martin Building Services at the cost of £3,975.00 and this was seconded by BB.  All in favour.
C
Bollards along the perimeter road (by Skate Park) – The bollards have now been delivered to the Parish Council Office and although the Clerk has informed the County Council they have got a back-log on work at present and cannot install the bollards for another couple of weeks.
C
4.0
Clerk/Treasurers Report

a) Correspondence received this month

	D
	Cambridgeshire County Council

A Letter has been received requesting our support in the possible forthcoming pandemic of swine flu.  The letter was rather vague in relation to what they would wish the Parish Council to do so the Clerk will write back and ask for further details on what is required and also to ask if our local Health Centre has been contacted.


	C

	E
	David Lyons Solicitors

A letter has been received with regard to 14 Thruffle Way and the alleged threat of the oak trees to the property.  This subject was discussed at length and although in principal, the trees are in the ownership of the Parish Council, if ever an application is sent to SCDC to ask for tree works, apart from nominal work such as dead wooding and taking off overhanging branches, SCDC always refuse permission because these trees have preservation orders on them.  Work was done to these trees two years ago and BG suggested that we leave for now and keep them on our rolling maintenance programme to be done next year.  MP then proposed that this be done with a letter to the solicitors informing them of our intentions as we have always maintained these trees within the confines of the tree preservation orders and will continue to do so.  This was seconded by SJ.  All in favour.


	C

	F
	Advertising Signs in the village

Letter from RADSOC.  Please see item under Chairs Report as this refers to a possible new policy document on advertising.


	

	I
	Email from Resident with regard to the village stream

The email was read out and the Clerk has confirmed that she is still waiting for further quotations before the side banks can be cleared of overgrowth.  With regard to the sluice gate, a design has now been accepted and she is waiting for the costs involved in installing a metal disc with a triangle cut out of the middle.  This will slow down the flow of water if ever the balancing lake floods.  The Clerk will inform the resident of our intentions.


	C

	K
	Letter from Caxton Parish Council

The letter received from Caxton Parish Council outlined the review of chairman’s delegation process and what this means to Parish Councils.  At present Parish Council’s have little or no power in the delegation process and often the wishes of Parish Council’s are not taken into account.  MP proposed that we support any efforts in getting SCDC to take more notice of Parish Council’s in decision making issues and give them a voice.  This was seconded by BG.  All in favour.

 
	C

	N
	Resignation of Clerk’s Assistant

A letter of resignation was handed in during August and Gill Hayden-Smith has now left the employment of the Parish Council after finding another position with more hours.  A card and a gift of thanks were sent to Gill to thank her for the 9 years she has given to the Parish Council.  MS had already spoken with the Clerk with regard to employing a replacement assistant but as the Clerk has already increased her hours to cover Gill’s absence it was agreed that the Parish Council would not look for another assistant for the time being and if the Clerk felt she needed any extra help then she would inform the Council.


	

	O
	Notes on Swavesey Neighbourhood Panel

These have been received from John Fuller and these were discussed briefly.  The next meeting will be held at Bar Hill Village Hall on 17th November and MS agreed to publish this date in the Bar Hill News for residents to attend if they wish.

Also the DPPO was briefly discussed, as there had been a mix up on the meeting date previously arranged.  A further date will be arranged and in the meantime John Reynolds will try to get the list of proposals that he had asked for from the Police (and never received) before the next meeting.

 
	

	S
	Microsoft Software Donations for Charity Groups

A letter has been received from Andrew Lansley MP informing the Parish Council that Microsoft currently have a scheme whereby charity groups in our community can apply for free software.  It was agreed that the Clerk would send the information to various groups in the village such as Bar Hill Massive Youth Group, the Pre-School at the Village Hall, The Royal British Legion and the Scouts/Guides.  This invitation only applies to community groups that are registered charities.


	C


Accounts

b)
Outstanding Accounts for Approval

Accounts – The Clerk went through the accounts for August.  The monthly expenditure report was proposed as a true record by BG and seconded by MD.  All in favour.  The Clerk went through the cheques that were paid in August and these were approved and proposed by MP and seconded by JY.   All in favour.

The Clerk then went through the accounts for September.  The monthly expenditure report was proposed as a true record by JDean and seconded by SJ.  All in favour.  The Clerk went through the cheques to be paid in September and these were approved and proposed by SS and seconded by JY.   All in favour.

The correspondence and accounts are available to view

in the Parish Council Office, Hanover Close, Off Viking Way, Bar Hill
5.0
Chairs Report

Policy for advertising signs – This was discussed at length.  BG felt that walls within the village should also be included under any new policy.  MP agreed and added that if any damage was caused to fencing by advertising signs then the person doing the advertising should be responsible for any repairs needed.  MS asked if we wished to have no advertising on our fencing near the village roundabout except our own fete banner as a general rule, but reserve the right to look at each request on its merit.

MS then proposed that a letter be sent to Chris Bradley of SCDC asking him not to give permission for the display of advertising signs on our fence as our Council Policy is not to have signs on our fencing.  It was then agreed that MS would take away the draft policy she had written along with that prepared by BG and, in conjunction with the Clerk, the necessary amendments would be made to bring back to the October meeting for Parish Council approval.
C

Village Hall Management Committee – The Parish Council have been informed by the Village Hall Management Committee that they wish to change their monthly meetings to quarterly and asked if the Parish Council had any objections to this new arrangement.  After a brief discussion it was agreed that the Parish Council would be happy for the meetings to take place quarterly but would still appreciate a bottom line figure for the accounts on a monthly basis (these do not need to be too detailed).  The Clerk will write to the Chair and give him our decision.
C

Northstowe Development – An email had already been sent to the Parish Council with regard to the 106 Agreement and this now need not be discussed further.

6.0 
Reports

a)
Tesco Liaison (B Burrage)

BB reported that the cable system (to keep the trolleys from leaving the site) was broken yet again and he saw the Manager of Tesco to discuss this issue with him.  He has assured BB that the system will be fixed as soon as possible.  Also after informing him of the problems some of the more elderly residents were experiencing with reporting trolleys within the village, the Manager has now given BB a new free-phone number and also an email address and free text service.  MS will have these number published in the next issue of the Bar Hill News.

The Clerk has received a report from CB Tools that Tesco have erected a 10 mph street sign at the entrance to Viking Way (where their delivery depot is located) with a no unauthorised pedestrian usage logo.  This was then discussed and was agreed to monitor the situation and see what develops before any action is taken, as this new sign may well work in our favour.

b)
Environment Committee (M Duce)

No report due to there being no meeting this month, however, the Clerk informed the meeting that there will be an October meeting as we need to discuss the stream in more detail and budgets for the next financial year.

c)
School Governors Report (B Waters)

There was no report given but JDol asked if a letter could be written to the school and ask if they have got any further with the Safer Schools Initiative, which was discussed with them last September.  He feels that they need to act quickly if they wish to tap in to funding that is currently available.
C

d)
South Cambridgeshire District Council (RH)


SCDC Business Support – SCDC is offering qualified local businesses £1,000 towards the cost of specialist support and training to help them survive the economic downturn.  The Business Support Fund, delivered in partnership with Business Link, is available across S. Cambs to those that can demonstrate financial hardship due to the current recession.


Football and Basketball for Women – SCDC is offering women in S. Cambs a free taster in football and basketball to get more people playing a sport and to raise general fitness levels.


The free taster sessions are designed to encourage women to try something new, to meet others and to keep fit in a fun and sociable environment.  Sessions are designed to suit all abilities with no previous experience or knowledge of the sport required.


Electoral Records – 32,000 homes in S. Cambs have secured their ability to vote in the next election.  That’s the message from SCDC as it carried out its annual canvass of electors across the district.


With the general election due by June of next year, everyone is being urged to make sure the correct details are held on the electoral register.  Over 61,000 forms have been sent to households across S. Cambs asking residents to check their details, amend anything that has changed and add anyone who is currently 18 as well as any 16-17 year olds.

e)
Cambridgeshire County Council (J Reynolds)

Due to the absence of JR there was nothing to report.  However JDol has proposed that we write to JR with regard to Moorlands of Leeds and their recommendation that there was scope for a wildlife habitat and bids could be put in for bat and bird boxes.  JDol felt that this would be of interest for the Parish Council to improve our wildlife areas.  This was seconded by BB.  All in favour.
C
f)
Community Safety (K Mahoney)
There have been 22 crimes reported over the past month.  Good news as crimes continue to fall from the 28 reported the previous month.  These crimes include:

There have been 6 reports of making off without payment, 1 at the Tesco petrol station and 5 at the Shell station in Swavesey.  There have been 4 criminal damage to vehicles at Cambridge Services, Brambles, Almond Grove and the Purple Hotel at Swavesey Services.

There was 1 burglary other than in a dwelling and this was at David Ball Group on the A14.  Watermead had 1 burglary and there were 2 thefts from Tesco and Thruffle Way.  Vehicle thefts amounted to 4, one at Hollytrees, one at Menzies Hotel and 2 at Tesco.

There has been a spate of thefts from vehicles over the past weekend with 3 reported.  Vans were targeted at Menzies Hotel and Tesco car park.  On both occasions tools were stolen from the vehicles.

g)
Residents Association (R Hall)

The main item of discussion was the Fete for 2010.  Also the firework display would be going ahead as usual on 5th November and at this point RH asked permission to use the village green for this event and SJ proposed that the permission be given and this was seconded by BG.  All in favour.

h)
Village Hall Management Committee (M Pope)

This subject has already been discussed under the Chairs Report but MP wished to add that the Village Hall AGM would be held on Monday 21st September at 7.30pm.  He also asked if any other Councillor wished to take his place on the Committee, as there were no other nominations MP agreed to stay on the committee for a further year.

i)
Planning Committee (S Jenkins)

There was nothing further to report as the minutes of two previous meetings had already been read by the Council.

7.0
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION

BB reported that a mini-bus is frequently being parked at the entrance of Viking Way (it belongs to the first unit in Viking Way).  It was agreed that the Clerk would monitor the situation and if the parking continues she will write to the company concerned.
C
BB also reported that there is a missing manhole cover on the grass verge close to the Otter Gardens bus shelter.  The Clerk will find the exact location and have a new manhole cover installed.
C

MP asked if the grass within the confines of the main play area could be cut more regularly as small children are falling over due to the length of the grass.
C

SJ reported that the lights at the Skate Park were all out and it was agreed that the Clerk would investigate the problem and get new lighting.
C

JDol requested more information on the article he read in the newspaper with regard to the possibility of cutting down on litter picking and rubbish collection in a bid for SCDC to try and save money.
C
Date of Next Meeting - There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.30pm.  The next full Parish Council Meeting will take place on Thursday 15th October 2009 at 7.00 p.m. in the Parish Council Office.

Signed …………………………………………………..(Chair)
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