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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Meeting

Held in The Parish Council Office

at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 15 October 2009


ACTION


1.0     Present: 
M Sellars
Chair
(MS)


L Baffa
Clerk
(LB)


B Burrage
Councillor
(BB)


J Doland
Councillor
(JDo)


M Duce
Councillor
(MD)


B Howard
Councillor
(BH)


S Jenkins 
Vice-Chair
(SJ)


M Pope
Councillor
(MP)


S Spence
Councillor
(SS)


B Waters
Councillor
(BW)


J York
Councillor
(JY)


R Hall
District Councillor


J Reynolds
County Councillor


Apologies: 
J Dean
Councillor
(JDe)


B Gillinder
Councillor
(BG)

2.0
To Approve Minutes of Parish Council Meeting on 17th September 2009:-

The Minutes for the Parish Council Meeting held on 17th September 2009 were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by SS and seconded by MD.  All in favour.

3.0
Matters Arising

Stream

The Clerk informed the meeting that she has now had 3 quotations back for the work to be done to the stream.  All the quotations were looked at and it was agreed that although not the cheapest the quotation from Brookfield Groundcare was the best value for money.  The Clerk mentioned that at times they offer a discount to the Parish Council if their quotations are accepted.  Therefore BB proposed that we ask if they would reduce the price by 5-10% and if they agree then we will go ahead with their quotation.  This was seconded by SJ.  All in favour. 
C

Policy on Advertising Signs

The Clerk informed the Council that she had a meeting with Chris Bradley of SCDC today and he looked at the draft policy document and approved it but did say that we would have their permission to remove any signs without contacting himself or the County Council.  He also mentioned that he would be happy to attend a Parish Council meeting to discuss this issue with the Council.  It was therefore agreed to invite Chris Bradley to our November meeting.
C

The draft policy that MS had suggested was looked at and small changes were made to the document.  MS proposed that the policy document is adopted as of today’s date and if amendments are necessary after Chris Bradley’s visit we can make the changes at the November meeting. This was seconded by SJ.  All in favour. 
C
Clerks Working Hours

At the September meeting the clerk’s increase in working hours, due to the resignation of Gill, was discussed and it was agreed that she increase her hours until the foreseeable future.  However, it had not been proposed, so MS proposed that the Clerk’s working hours be increased from 30 hours to 35 hours per week and this was seconded by SJ.  All in favour.

4.0
Clerk/Treasurers Report

a) Correspondence received this month

	A
	Over Day Care Centre

A letter and annual report has been received from the Over Day Care Centre asking if the Parish Council would like their Chair, Shona Johnstone, to attend a future meeting to give a presentation on the Over Day Care Centre.  After a brief discussion it was agreed that this matter be deferred for the time being.  The Clerk will write and let them know of our decision.


	C

	E
	The Scout Group

The Clerk had a phone call last week informing her that the Chair of the Bar Hill Scout Group had resigned and Mr Michael Platts from Willingham had taken over.  All correspondence, including our letter regarding a possible lease for the land, has now been handed over to Mr Platts and this will be taken to their next Committee meeting for discussion.


	

	F
	Royal British Legion

A letter had been received from the Royal British Legion requesting a donation for their annual Poppy Appeal.  The Parish Council donated £175 last financial year and JDol proposed that we increase this amount to £250 and this was seconded by JY.  SJ then proposed that we donate £200 and this was seconded by BB.  After a show of hands the motion was carried that £200 would be donated for this financial year.


	C

	I
	Kentwood Associates

A letter has been received from Kentwood Associates who have invited members of the Parish Council to attend a Strategic Review on the Library Service to be held on 11th November at Shire Hall.  JDol agreed to attend and will report back at the next Parish Council meeting.


	


Accounts

b)
Outstanding Accounts for Approval

Accounts – The Clerk went through the accounts for October.  The monthly expenditure report was proposed as a true record by BW and seconded by JY.  All in favour.  The Clerk went through the cheques will be paid in October and these were approved and proposed by JY and seconded by JDol.   All in favour.

The Skate Park was discussed at length due to the amount of repairs that has been carried out due to vandalism.  As discussed at the last Planning Meeting, MS will be putting an article in the Bar Hill News to inform residents of the costs involved when repairs have to be made to the Skate Park.  It was also agreed that a notice would be put up at the Skate Park informing users that “Any damage to the facility could result in closure”.
C

The correspondence and accounts are available to view

in the Parish Council Office, Hanover Close, Off Viking Way, Bar Hill
5.0
Chairs Report

Budget Meeting – It was agreed that the Budget Meeting to discuss our budget requirements for the next financial year would take place on Thursday 12th November at 7.30pm in the Parish Council Office.

6.0 
Reports

a) Planning Committee (S Jenkins)

As the minutes of the two meetings had already been read by the Council there was nothing further to add.

b)
Tesco Liaison (B Burrage)

BB had nothing to bring to the Council’s attention apart from the fact that we have still not heard from head Office about the repairs to the bus shelter seat.  Also the Clerk informed the meeting that she had a quick chat with Moira who has informed her that the car park lights (close to the Library and Gladeside) will be reinstated now that winter is nearly here.

c)
Environment Committee (M Duce)

The minutes of this meeting had already been sent to the Council so there was nothing further to discuss.  However MS informed the meeting that she made a site visit to Pheasant Rise this week to look at the area where many complaints have been received about the parking.  MS felt that there was a problem and suggested that we erect a sign on the wall saying “Please Do Not Obstruct Driveway”.  This was proposed by MP and then seconded by BB.  All in favour.
C

BW also mentioned that she has spoken with our PCSO who will be distributing letters to the properties in Pheasant Rise asking them to park with consideration for others.

d) School Governors Report (B Waters)

There was nothing to report this month, although JDol asked if BW had any further information on the Safer Schools Initiative and BW replied that nothing has been brought up at the meetings but one of the Governors is dealing with this subject. 

e)
South Cambridgeshire District Council (RH)


BW reported that funding for repairs and improvements to the Bar Hill to Dry Drayton cycleway to the tune of £50k has been allocated.  After being asked how the £50k will be spent, BW replied that she would find out and inform the Council at the next meeting.


BW also reported about a new event called Cambridge Celebrates of Age 2009.  This is an event that will run over the next three months to celebrate older citizens in the county.


RH reported on SCDC giving business support for small and medium enterprises.  Also over the next financial year SCDC will have to find a way to save £1.6 million with cut backs with efficiency savings due to interest rates being so low at present.  However frontline services will be protected as much as possible. 


From next year all invoice will be paid within 10 days of receipt and lastly Cambridgeshire has been asked to earmark 69 additional pitches for traveller sites over the next 18 months and a further 50 pitches by the year 2020.

f)
Cambridgeshire County Council (J Reynolds)

JDol asked JR about the Moorlands of Leeds and the wet life.  JR said that this would not be picked up unless it has been put into the planning application but JDol would like more information on this subject.

JDol also expressed his concern about the bus now not stopping at the Grafton centre as this bus stop has been allocated for the guided bus service only.  The bus now stops at Jesus Lane and the walk to the Grafton Centre could prove too much for the more elderly commuters.

The new Cambridge Library was discussed briefly and JR informed the council that since the 14 days of opening 40k people have used the facility. With 1700 visiting the library on the open day alone.

With regard to the A14 improvements, there will be a public exhibition in the University Arms but the Clerk informed JR that the Parish Council have already received a full set of plans and draft orders for the public to examine if they wish.

g)
Community Safety (K Mahoney)
There was no report sent for this month.

h)
Residents Association (R Hall)

RH reported that the date for the Residents Association meetings would be the second Monday of each month until May of next year.

i)
Village Hall Management Committee (M Pope)

There was no meeting this month but MP reported that HM Revenue & Customs have informed the VHMC that they would have to re-register for VAT if they do not wish to have to pay back the VAT for the refurbishment, although they have it in writing that when they de-registered this money would not have to be paid back.  This will obviously have implications on the hire fees in the future.

7.0
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION


Memorial Garden – MS updated the Council in this subject as a meeting was held last week to bring this project forward.  Ruth Adams has been talking with Year 6 at the Primary School to get design ideas for the garden.  The ground works and planting would be done during the spring.  The Parish Council have committed up to £3k to this project and due to the Church not having any extra funding at present they have asked if they could pay their £3k in kind.  This is still very much a work in progress.

Date of Next Meeting - There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.40pm.  The next full Parish Council Meeting will take place on Thursday 19th November 2009 at 7.00 p.m. in the Parish Council Office.

Signed …………………………………………………..(Chair)
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