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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Meeting

Held in The Parish Council Office

at 7.00 p.m. on Thursday 19 November 2009


ACTION


1.0     Present: 
M Sellars
Chair
(MS)


L Baffa
Clerk
(LB)


B Burrage
Councillor
(BB)


J Dean
Councillor
(JDe)


J Doland
Councillor
(JDo)


M Duce
Councillor
(MD)


B Gillinder
Councillor
(BG)


B Howard
Councillor
(BH)


S Jenkins 
Vice-Chair
(SJ)


M Pope
Councillor
(MP)


S Spence
Councillor
(SS)


B Waters
Councillor
(BW)


J York
Councillor
(JY)


R Hall
District Councillor


J Reynolds
County Councillor


Apologies: 
No Apologies

Open Forum

Visitor to Meeting – Mr Martin Johnson of SCDC Enforcement Team


The issue of advertising signs was discussed at length as the Parish Council wished to know the powers in saying yes or no to advertising signs in the village and this has been enforced in a new policy.  MJ also explained the situation with traders on the industrial estate and they have been informed of what their responsibilities are and how their problems are dealt with.

MS asked about the problems that Trafalgar Way has with overnight parking and MJ seemed to think that the Alconbury Truck Stop did not open as agreed but as this is a public road there is no reason for them to park in Trafalgar Way. He explained that his area of responsibility lies within abandoned motor vehicles, fly-tipping, transport and waste and advertising signs that encroach on the highway that are a public nuisance.

The issue of blue bins was also raised and MJ replied that the new bins are to replace the old green boxes and these should be rolling out in the New Year.

JDol expressed his concern that the County Council and SCDC are not in collusion with each other and don’t seem to be adhering to the same legislation.  MJ replied that the same legislation is used but he will contact the County Council to make sure.

2.0
To Approve Minutes of Parish Council Meeting on 15h October 2009:-

The Minutes for the Parish Council Meeting held on 15th October 2009 were read and approved as a true record.  Proposed by SS and seconded by MD.  All in favour.  

3.0
Matters Arising

Policy on Advertising Signs - The policy was looked again and a few changes were made.  The new policy will be brought to the next Parish Council meeting for approval.
C
Neighbourhood Panel Meeting - SJ and JDol attended the meeting this week and the subject of parking was addressed.

2.0 Clerks Report

Bar Hill Colts

A letter has been received asking for reimbursement of soil and grass seed they have purchased due to the drainage not being completed when their football season started.  After a debate it was agreed that the Parish Council would write back and say that it was with regret that we are unable to reimburse them because the correct procedure is to write to the Parish Council in advance so a decision can be made before any purchase is made.  Proposed by SJ and seconded by BW.  For = 11.  Against = 1 (JDl).  Therefore motion carried.
C
Happy Hours

A letter request has been received from Happy Hours asking for a donation to help towards the cost of their keep-fit classes for the next financial year.  The Parish Council agreed to make a donation of £200.  Proposed by SJ and seconded JDn.  For = 11.  Abstained = 1 (SS).
C
Correspondence received this month

	H
	Planning Inspectorate

A meeting is to take place at 14 Thruffle Way on Friday 27th November at 11am due to an appeal against the decision of SCDC to refuse work to be done to Oak Trees.  It would be appreciated if Councillors could attend along with the Clerk and Chair.

 
	

	I
	Stream

An email has been received from a resident with regard to the stream.  The Contractors had taken photographs of the stream the day after they had completed the work and the Clerk had also walked the length of the stream within 3 days of completion and it was confirmed that no waste or debris had been left behind.  The Clerk will reply to the resident in due course.


	C



	M
	Guided Bus Service

An email was received and the recipient also attended the Parish Council meeting with regard to his concerns about the Guided Bus and the extra money it would cost to get to Oakington from Bar Hill to pick up the guided bus in to the city.  This will be brought up under John Reynolds report.


	


Outstanding Accounts for Approval

Accounts – The Clerk went through the accounts for November.  The monthly expenditure report was proposed as a true record by JDl and seconded by SJ.  All in favour.  The Clerk went through the cheques will be paid in November and these were approved and proposed by BG and seconded by MP.   All in favour.

The correspondence and accounts are available to view

in the Parish Council Office, Hanover Close, Off Viking Way, Bar Hill
5.0
Chairs Report

DPPO – A letter has now been received from SCDC agreeing to keep the DPPO in force for a further year when it will be reviewed once again.

The minutes of the Special Meeting held on Thursday 12th November 2009 to discuss the DPPO were read and approved.  Proposed by JDl and seconded by MP.  All in favour.

Budget Meeting for Financial Year 2010/2011 – It was agreed that the figures for next year’s budget would be deferred until the December meeting.  However the following subjects have been earmarked as special projects, which will come from the income made from The Willows and these will be discussed at the January meeting:

· Village Improvements – signage and tidying up of green areas

· Village Green - improvements

· Traffic Management – maintaining Viking Way

· Youth Activities – Repair and renewal of Skate Park and other play areas in the village. 

6.0 
Reports

a) Village Hall Management Committee (M Pope)

The finance was discussed in detail with regard to VAT changes.  By re-registering for VAT could incur extra expense.  The income for October was £5,734 and the expenditure was £2,529.  The next meeting will be in January 2010.  Also the use of the village hall on fete day was discussed at length.  It was agreed that RH would bring this subject up at their next Residents Association Meeting.

b) Planning Committee (S Jenkins)

Having looked at the plans for 25 Hollytrees and after a site visit by some of the Councillors, it was agreed that the Parish Council would object on the grounds of over-development of the land and not being conducive with the street scene.

c)
Tesco Liaison (B Burrage)

JDl asked if BB could arrange a meeting with the Manager of Tesco and ask about their policy on health and safety with regard to the bus shelter and also the fact that Mr Lee had not received a reply to his letter of September about the litter problems around the Tesco area. 

d)
Environment Committee (M Duce)

Although there was no meeting the Clerk informed the Council that the grass cutting tenders have now been sent out and the closing date is Friday 18th December 2009.

e)
School Governors Report (B Waters)


Work on the new Children’s Centre will begin before Christmas and should be finished by the end of April.  There will be new CCTV and lighting incorporated within the perimeter of the Centre.  Also the Governors are very happy with the new caretaker.  The new recycling initiative is working well and the children are very enthusiastic.


The Education Authority is concerned about the school playing field and thinks that perhaps it should be fence in for school use only.  The playing field is owned by the County Council and is leased to the school.  The Parish Council agreed that they would not like to see this area fenced in.

JDl asked if BW would, at their next meeting, bring up the issue of bird and bat boxes being incorporated in to their environmental plans. 

f)
South Cambridgeshire District Council (RH)


Report not given

g)
Cambridgeshire County Council (J Reynolds)

The Guided Bus was discussed at length and the answer to Mr Proudfoot’s question was answered in part.  He agreed to contact Stagecoach Buses direct.

h)
Community Safety (K Mahoney)
The report runs from 17th October to 17 November 2009.  There have been 23 crimes reported during the month.  This has fallen from 28 from the previous month.  There were 5 thefts but only 1 in Bar Hill.  Also there was 1 theft from a motor vehicle in Gladeside.

There were 2 burglaries at Firstan in Trafalgar Way.  The Brambles had 1 burglary along with the crematorium.  There were 2 criminal damage reports, one at The Spinney and the other in Trafalgar Way and lastly 1 assault (but no injury) at the Tesco filling station.  Overall anti-social behaviour remains very low.

i)
Residents Association (R Hall)

JDl brought up the subject of advertising ion the BHN and felt that preferential treatment should be given to village residents.  This was discussed at length and fin ally agreed to leave it as it is.  RH reported that extra help in needed for the fete committee.

7.0
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION

Royal British Legion – MD reported that this year so far, £8,040 has been raised, which is a little down on last year but overall they are very happy with the amount collected.

Bus Services – JDl expressed his concern on the new bus stop at Jesus Lane taking the place of the Grafton Centre, whereby pedestrians now have to cross two roads to get to the Grafton centre.  Therefore JDl proposed that we write to the County Council and the bus company concerned and ask if a risk assessment was done.  This was seconded by BB.  All in favour.
C

Appletrees Homecare – BB reported that Appletrees Homecare have donated an amount of money to pay towards the cost of the Happy Hours Christmas Dinner this year.  

Date of Next Meeting - There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.55pm.  The next full Parish Council Meeting will take place on Thursday 17th December 2009 at 7.00pm in the Parish Council Office.

Signed …………………………………………………..(Chair)
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