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Bar Hill Parish Council

Minutes of Planning Committee Meeting including Budget

Held in The Parish Council Office at 7.30pm

On Thursday 12th November 2009



            ACTION

1.  Present:
M Sellars
Councillor
(MS)


L Baffa
Clerk
(C)


B Burrage
Councillor 
(BB)

J Doland
Councillor
(JD)


J Dean
Councillor 
(JDe)


M Duce
Councillor
(MD)


B Howard
Councillor
(BH) 


S Jenkins
Chair
(SJ)


M Pope
Councillor
(MP)

S Spence
Councillor
(SS)


J York
Councillor
(JY)

    Apologies: 
B Gillinder
Councillor
(BG)


B Waters
Councillor
(BW)
2.
To Approve the Minutes of the Previous Meeting


The Minutes from the last Planning Meeting dated 8th October 2009 were read and approved.  Proposed by MP and seconded by BB.  All in favour.

3.
Matters arising from previous minutes


Perimeter Road Improvements - Update


The Clerk informed the meeting that Iain Martin Building Contractors would be starting on the new brick walls next week so she will contact the County Council and ask for the signs to be made and the road patching to be ordered.
C

Invitation to attend Council’s Cabinet


An invitation has been received for any Parish Councillor who would like to attend their Council’s Cabinet on 25th November at 7.30pm.  The topics for discussion will be village Section 106 agreements (recreation and open spaces), finances and reviews of the Council’s housing and refuse and recycling services.  If any Councillor wishes to attend please contact the Clerk.


Planning Permission for the Primary School Extension


A letter has been received from the County Council outlining the approval given for the new building to house a Children’s Centre.  This was noted and will be filed.  MP proposed that we write to the school and ask if they would be including bird and bat boxes, which had originally been included in their environmental statement.  This was seconded by JDol.  All in favour.
C


Skate Park – Lighting


A quotation has been received from MW Property Services to replace the lighting at the Skate Park that has now been out for two months.  The total cost for the replacement of the lights, including a platform elevator and light sensor lights would be £713.34.  MP proposed that the work be carried out in this financial year but the amount be reduced from the Skate Park budget in 2010/2011.  This was seconded by SJ who also asked if we could have a price for a secure timer to be put on to the lights so these could be switched off at midnight.  All in favour.
C

Letterbox - Hollytrees


MS has had a request from a resident for the letterbox at the entrance to Hollytrees to be moved further in to the street as when people stop to use the letterbox there is a backlog of traffic trying to get in or out of the street.  MS suggested that although not our responsibility, we could write to Royal Mail and ask if this letterbox could be moved.
C


Hanover Housing – Salt Bins

MP brought up the subject of the salt bins now that the winter months are approaching.  It had been agreed last spring that our spare salt bin would be located close to Hanover Housing for the use of gritting when the paths are icy.  The Clerk will now put this motion into action.
C
Bus Shelter – Field View

Also the bus shelter at Field View was mentioned.  Again this had been put on hold as the Clerk had written to several local companies to see if they would sponsor a new bus shelter.  There have been no offers so the Clerk will obtain up to date prices for a perspex shelter to be installed at the entrance of Field View.
C

Planning Application for 25 Hollytrees

Plans have been received for the construction of a new bungalow to the rear of 25 Hollytrees.  The plans were looked at and a discussion then took place on the land ownership.  Due to the location and what appears to be the lack of land for this dwelling it was agreed that the Clerk would contact the property owners and arrange for a suitable date and time for some Councillors to inspect the site before the plans could be approved.
C
3.
Budget for 1010/2011

The budget figures that the Clerk had produced were looked at and the following changes were made.

Legal charges – reduced from £2,000 to £1,500

Office costs and security – reduced from £2,500 to £2,000

Skate park maintenance – reduced from £4,000 to £3,000

On re-calculating the budget requirements to £97,958 BB then proposed that this precept figure be approved for the year 2010/2011 and this was seconded by JDean.  All in favour.

4.
Internal Auditor

The Clerk has increased the budget for the audit from £1,500 to £2,500.  MS explained the reason for this increase, which was because although the accounts were up to date, unfortunately the auditors, Moore Stephens, could not sign off the accounts as they had not be audited internally.  Due to a misunderstanding the Clerk was not made aware that an internal auditor needed to be employed until this year.  The Clerk has now found an internal auditor who is prepared to go through our last 3 years accounts in order for the auditors to sign them off.  The cost for the internal auditor will be £25 per hour and this was proposed by SJ and seconded by BH.  All in favour.

BAR HILL PARISH COUNCIL

PROPOSED PRECEPT REQUESTED FOR 2010/2011
	PRECEPT 2010/2011
	Precept 2009/2010
	Spent so far 2009/2010
	Proposed 2010/2011
	Comments

	Grass/Hedge Cutting
	22,000
	18,455.33
	22,000
	No Change

	Tree & Shrub Maintenance
	10,000
	4,892.82
	10,000
	No Change

	Building, Paths, Fences, Signs
	6,000
	859.20
	6,000
	No Change

	Property Maintenance
	3,000
	1,216.60
	3,000
	No Change

	Litter Collection
	4,000
	1,672.50
	4,500
	Increase in SCDC charges

	Insurance
	5,000
	5,792.57
	6,000
	Premium increase by Zurich

	Clerks Salary and NIC
	21,200
	10,625.17
	21,200
	No change (no assistant)

	Utilities
	2,500
	1,523.64
	2,500
	No Change

	Rent and Rates
	4,000
	2,634.06
	4,000
	No Change

	Printing & Stationery
	1,500
	902.60
	1,500
	No Change

	General Admin/Sundries
	1,500
	1,167.67
	1,500
	No Change

	Audit Fee
	1,500
	0
	2,500
	Increase due to employment of Internal auditor

	Legal Charges
	2,000
	350.00
	1,500
	Decrease

	Youth Facilities/Activities
	5,000
	1,478.11
	5,000
	No Change

	Senior Citizens
	1,000
	100.00
	1,000
	No Change

	Grants/Donations
	750
	60.00
	750
	No Change

	Office Costs and security
	2,500
	1,077.59
	2,000
	Decrease

	Electoral Expenses
	50
	0
	50
	General election for 2010

	Play Equipment Maintenance
	1,500
	608.00
	1,500
	No Change

	Skateboard Park Maintenance
	4,000
	6,706.067
	3,000
	Decrease

	Sub Total
	98,950
	60,121.93
	99,500
	

	Less:
	
	
	
	

	Garage rent Income
	360.00
	
	360
	

	Farmhouse rent income
	880.00
	
	0
	

	Ground rent income
	132.00
	
	132
	

	Insurance Work
	0
	
	0
	

	Interest on Current Account
	50.00
	
	0
	

	Interest on Deposit Account
	400.00
	
	50
	

	Other
	1,700.00
	
	1,000
	

	Income Offset
	3,522.00
	
	1,542
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Adjusted Precept Total
	95,428
	
	97,958
	


5.
Clerks Appraisal


MS and SJ had a meeting earlier this week with the Clerk for her appraisal.  MS confirmed that they were both happy with the work done by the Clerk.  The accounts were reported as satisfactory subject to internal audit and the Clerk’s goals for the forthcoming year would be to have the accounts from 2006 to 2009 signed off.

At this stage the Clerk and BB left the room in order for a full discussion to take place.  It was agreed that there would be no salary scale increase for the year 2010/2011.  It was minuted that this in no way reflected the opinion of the Parish Council on her ability or work over the past 12 months and her contribution to the Parish Council is very highly valued.  A show of hands for no scale increase was For = 7.  Against = 0.  Abstained = 2.  Therefore the motion was carried.

Items for Information

MP would like the Clerk to bring to the next Parish Council meeting the headings that were agreed last year for the capital expenditure for the income made from the Willows.
C

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.30pm.  The next Planning Committee Meeting will take place on Thursday 26th November 2009 at 1.30pm in the Parish Council Office.
Signed… …………………….……………..……………………………. (Chair) 

Author: Leigh Baffa, Parish Clerk
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